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Arab, Muslim nations condemn
Israel's Gaza expulsion plans

Such measures ‘directly challenge President Trump's comprehensive plan to end conflict

Elght Islamic and Arab
couniries on Sunday
condemmned Israeli

plans for the removal of
Falestinlans from the Gaza
Strip, saving the deslgns,
vidleed by minlsters,
Jeopardize a US-backed
peace in the territory.

[sraell Defense Minister Israel
Ratz said on Wednesday the
government had plans (o remove
Palestimans  from  Gaza but
wis walting for US approval on
where to displace the territory’s

propualation
A day later, Israels Nathonal
Security Mimster ltamar

Ben-Gvir said the plan aimed
to remove 250000 Palestin-
ians from Gaza in the Arst year,
followed by the rest of the
rcaaghly 2 million residents over
the fodlowing six vears,

The loregm mimsters of Sauch
Arabia, Egypt, Jorlan, the UAE,
tatar, Pakistan, [Indonesia amnd
Turkey said they condemned i
“the stromgest terms”™ the “plans
and mechanisms they  proposed
almel at forcibly expelling Palestin-
lans from thelr land,” AFP reported.

“huch  measures  directly
challenge intermational efforts to
achicye peace, particularly Presi
dent Donald Trump's compre-
hensive plan to end the conflict
i Gaza, which includes a firm
repection of forced displace-
ment,” they added, referring to a
US-backed, October 2025 peace
plan for Gaza.

On  Saturday, the US

AP

For almost a wear, Randa
Al-Mansour, a  3l-yvear-old
Sudanese hosewile, has

relicd on solar ecnergy pancls
mstalled on the rooftop of her
building to survive the recur-
renl bBlackowts trigeered by the
war-tori counltry's detenoratng
electrnicity grid.

“We are suffering hig time”
gaid ARMan=zour, who [lives
with  her children  in
Omdurman, just oulside the
capltal of Khartoum

“When Kids arrive at schoaol
im the moming, they find no

e

ambassador 1o Israel, Mike
Huckabee, a staunch suppaorter
of Israel and Isracli settlers in
the oecupied West Bank, denied
there was an Israell plan to foree
Palesiinians oul of Gaxa
Meanwhile, Israch seftlers on
Sunday began clearing a road
throwsh Palestinian-owned land
near the town of Nitlin, west of
Hamallah in the occupied West

eeciricity there, so they ane
[orced to head back home,
where there 15 none cither, It
is verv hard for them o study
urler such a hizh temperature”

The Sudanese military and
the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces have been fighting since
April 2023, killing at least 59,000
people, though aid groups say
the number could be higher, and
displacing some 13 million.

The conflict also has strained
an alresdy weak power (nfirs-
s{ructiire, [OrCIng Many
Sudanese to seck altermative
EIETEY RCHTECES, espsechally
dunng  scorching summer

} - : ' » k. : -y -
Mourmners gather for o mass burlal of around 100 Palestinlnns, Including 62 children, whose remains were recoversed from rubble in Gaza, on Sunday. -~/

FASTFACT

lerael Defense Minister Israsl
Katr said on Wednesday

the government had plans

to remove Palestinians from
Gaza but was walting for US

approval on where to displace
the territory's population.

-#.

Bank, aceording (o local sources,
Along with two bulldozers,
setitlers entered Wadi  Nilin,
north of the town, amnd besan
work on a road that ks expected
1o extend aboat 5 ki, the soaiices
salcl, The road would link the area
to Jahal Al-Alem, where scttlers
seized land im 2021 and later
estabhshed a pastoral cutpost.
separately, the Quds News

MAJOR CRISIS

Sudan blackouts push residents toward solar power, but high costs shut many out

The UN
Programime Fras
the damage inflicted on the
ebectricity grid at £3 billkon,

“We resorted to solar enerngy

[ve lopreent
estimated

et

Tha number

aof blliboards
achvartiulng solor
panals, batteries,
and Inverters

has sapancdesd
in Khartoum as

manre B udn s
canaider

tranafloning to
solar energy. o

as a way of adapting to this sifua-
Lo, However, nol everyone in
Suclan can afford this solution”
sakl Al-Mansour, who suppors
her Bimily with remittances from

Nelwork roeported that seftlers
were eveling Palestinian  land
near the village of Burga, east of
Hamallah, as part of expansion
work for settlement ouiposts.

Israell sl Ll emments
puiposts m the West Bank are
widely considered illegal under
international law.

il

Related repaorts

e hshancd 1.'|.'4||'|-l;|:r|;.: m Saudi
Arabaa,

In recent months, the number
of billboards advertising solar
panels, batteries, and inverters
has cxpanded in the capital as
mare Sudanese consider transi-
tioning to solar energy.

“Far 4 low-income family,
installing a solar panel system
15 & huge sacrifice but an inevi
table choice,” said Mohey Eddin
Abu-Bark, owner of a solar
sislems husiness in Khartowm,
adding that a typical howusehold
10-kilowatt solar system costs
nearly 35,000,

Mamahel Madany, a 43-vear-old

Nm]S o

LEBANON'S AGONY

Aoun
calls for
US help
as 7 killed

by Israel

AFPF drahs

Lebanese President Joseph Aoun
urged Washington and the inter-
nafional community to help stop
[sraell atiacks, which killed
feast seven people on Sunday
despite a truce and a framework
cbeal abmed at halting the viodence.

Israed sadd §t had tarzeied
Hedbollah operatives and sites in
respoiese to a drone atiack a day
earlier by the Iran-hacked group
EH LS LS K 1TE VICIIEY ol a
strtegic south Lebanon ridge

It reported no casualties but
accussd Hezbollah of a "hlatant
violation.”

Tsraed this week sakd it had
captured the Nabatieh-area Al
Al-Taher ndee, which it conssders
part of s self~declared “securiiy
Zone” in south Lebanon,

Aoun said Sunday’s  sinkes,
which damaged povernment
premises  amd  destroyed an
oul-ol-service hospital, were “a
dangerous escalatbon ... reschimg
Lehanese state imstitutions” and
hoalth facilities,

He called on the international
community — particularly the
LS, which has sponsored direct
Israel-Lebanon  talks  amd @
framework agreement between
the sides in June — "to urgently
acl to stop these violations™

The Health Ministry said
omne of the sitihes in Nabatieh
Al-Fawga “totally  destroved™
the oul-agl=servpe  Ghandour
Hospital, decryving “another
grave violation of international
humanitaran law,”

Cpinlon: Eyad Abu Shakra

thabetic clvil ssrvant, canne
alford the transition, despite
necding  steady  clectnicity  for
hver Trickse Tor her insulin

“Every three to four days, |
am forced to throw away all my
insulin stock after it goes bad
due to heat amd power outages,”
saled Madany,
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On World Charity Day, we celebrate
the role of the nonprofit sector as a key
driver of sustainable development. We
appreclate the efforts and volunteer
Initiatives that contribute to bullding a
better future for our nation,
dhrmvpdd Al-Rujhl
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Dihachram
Survival challenge

Survival Journey is an
interactive experiencs i
which participants explore
how natures challenges
can transform into wseful

souirces of Hie It rons until
MNow. 24 ai Ithra Center.

Abha
On the Farm

[Hscover a rural escape

Mlecd weith beritage roomns,
traditional meals, and timeless
atmosphere ol Liwan Farm

in Abdua. It runs until Sept.

23. Check abhaplatinumlist.
net for more detadls.

Madinah
Learn chess

Leart Uhe hasics of clwss, as
well as fun practice methods,
with in nstractor who shows
how to make chess both a
pastime and a brain workoul.

Riyadh
Cooking workshop

Learn to prepare chicken
noodbes at Elite Chef, which
affers a hamds-on session
gidcled by am expert chef antil
sept. 29, with all ingredients
aml essentials provided

Book via weboolk.com.
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anchl Ambassador to Romania
Fhakicl Al-Shammart presented his
credentials to Romanian Preswgent
Micusor Dan in Bucharest.

The ambassador conveyed the
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ereetings of King Salman and Crown

Frince Mohampssd bin Salman o thae

president, the Sawdi Press Agency

reporied on Sunday,
Dan retuwrned the greetings and

ISter

e V

expressed “his appreciation for Saudi
Arabia, s governrment and people, and
his country’s asparation to strengithen
cooperation with the Ringdom across
various fiekds.”

I 1 /.-"f { I'f %Tl‘ﬂlldiﬂg Tolarvs hot fopics expiained by Afshean Aziz

“
EMMY WINNER

Sabrina
Carpenter

Sabrina Carpenter™s work as
an executive producer and
performer on “The Muoppet
Show™ has won her the Best
Variety Special (Pre-Hecorded) awarnd at
the 2026 Creative Arts Emmys.

The Disavey+ special brought back Jim
Henson's famons pugpeets [or o new var-
iy program featuring comedy sketehes,
miusicl performances ol celebrly
APPEATANCesS,

Directed by Alex Timbsers, the produoc-
Hon earned six Emmy nomimations and
ultimately plcked up foar awards during
Lhe Creative Arts ceremony,

Along=ide the top prize, " The Muppet
Show™ won for Best Wniing for a Yarety
Special, Best Picture Editing for Yanety
Programrming and Best Production De-
sipm {or a Varety Special,

Mait Yopel, who voices Kermui the
Frog, also received a nomination for Besi
Character Vodce-Over Performance.

RED CARPET MOMENT

Robert Pattinson
F Robert Pattinson had

a special supporter by
a his side as his latest film
received a T-minute standing

cvation at the Yenbee Film Festival,
The actor, 40, attended the

sSept. 5 premiere of “Primetime”

with his wife, the singer and

actress Suki Waterhouse, 34.
Pattinson appeared in an off-white

il with a cranberry-colored te,

while Waterhouse waore a mint-

preen ensemble as the couple posed

together on the red carpet.
Wialerhouse enthusiastically

applawded Pattinson to celebrate

the premiere of “ Frimetime.”
Pattinson plays a fetiomalized version

of Chris Hansen, U tebevision

host asseciated with

Dateline NBCs *To

Catch a Predator”
The movie

dramatizes the

making of the

comtroyersial

hidden-camera

.

1eRegion

Thve Midkebbe Fast Rovnelup

prograom and draws partly from Luke

Dittrich’s 2007 Esquire article, " Tomigzht

on Dateline This Man Wil Diie”
Hansen was nod invodved with
e production and has also said he
has nod seen Uhe lindshed Glm.
At a press conferenoe, Fattinson
expressed hope that Hansen might
ultimately appreciate the movie.

“Obnviously, 1 hope he lkes the movie,

Pattinson said. " There's something
electrifying about him. T would
hope the amount of inspiration his
character has griven a lot of people for
yedars 1s stine kind of compliment.”
The Venice appearance comdes
during a particularly busy period for
Pattinson, who curvently stars in “The
Dirama™ and “The Odyssey” He b= sel Lo
appear in " Dune; Part 17 and s also
filming “The Batman:
Part IT7 in London
“Frimetime™
1= scheduled to
premiere in
theaters o

Todays
Number

0.8k

sandl Araban's Qassim regon
is home 1o more than 108
million palm trees across more
than 13,000 farms. reflecting
the scale and diversity of its
date-growing sector, the Sawdi
Press Apency reported,

Review

Aromi

AFSHAN ASLE

Aromi at Waldorf Astoria in
Jeddah brings a new Italian
selection that goos bayond the
wsual pasta and pizza choloas.

The dining room itself is part
of the experience, aspecially
during the day when sunfight
comes through the long
windows facing the sea

Bafore the food arrives, the
restaurant serves com fritters
with tomato savce as a small
starter. Ouwr meal started
with the fig salad, featuring
feta, pistachio, necoia and
pomegranate, which brought
together swaet and savory
flavars without making tha dish
feel heavy,

The fried squid and shrimp
with lemon aioli had a crisp
bite and worked well with the

gajca, The smoked sslmaon

with potato, sour cream and
pickled aonion was another
option that kept the start of the

meal lghter.
The pasta was whara the

tafian character of the menu
came through most clearty. The
ranvioli filled with red shrimp and
mascarpons and sersed with
PAFMBSAN SAUCE Ware armong
the stand-out dishes, unique
and definitady worth trying.

The rigatoni lamb ragu
was another good choloe,
particularly for those whao
prefer a meat-based pasta.

If youur're in the mood for
aoup, the lebster soup and

asparagus soup with black
truffle are worth trying and
both brimg their own flavors
to tha table.

Arab Mews J=ddoh

® The Quantumm Dome
Project at Louvre Abu DMhabx
is 3 collective virtual reality
experience that takes visitors
through different historical
eras, [rom Imperial Rome to
Medieval Baghdad, Suitable
For visitors aged B and above,
the expenence 1s avallabie in

Arahic, English and French. It
rumns until the end of the vear
arid advance booking is via
iouvreabudhabiac,

® Svra Lounge in Hahrain

will hast “*Techno Night™
every Saturday, wilth
audiences promised an
evening of underground beats
andl electrilying energy. The

event runs weekly until
e, 0,

® Expenence John Legend
live at the Qatar National
Convention Centre, Doha, on
sept. 10, The 13-time Grammy
winner celebrates more than
two decades of music with
intimate performances of

beloved hits and fan favorites,

Prayer Times in Saudi Arabia
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Arabh News Hiyoaon

imce Andy Burmham
hecame UK prime
mibnister i July,
Britiin's approach 1o
Israc] amd Palestine
appears to be enter-
ing a mew phase, with poten-
tally tougher measires.

it fowr Chirs Daowde, divector
o the Counctl for Arab-Britsh
Unaberstanding, a Loncdon-
based nonprofit and cross-party
organization, the lest is whether
waords produce consequences.

Appearinge on the Arab News
currest affalrs program “Frankly
Sprealing” he said that setthement
expansion, setier violenoe and
G azxas devastaton were under-
mining Palestinian statehood.

“It's really hard 1o see where
this poes” Dovie told host Kabie
Jensers, "1t on life support at
et becrse we have an Israell
groverTiiment thil i essentially
committed o ending i

Hee cated the El settle
et plan east of Jerusalem
and strategic settler attacks

oy Palestinkan comanmuini-
bies across the West Bank.

“The other part of that poten-
tad Palestingan state, Gaga, it
sqifferimg from whal meeest of
us consider to be a prnocide,”
hie said. "It's been toall intenis
anil purposes flattensed”

Dioyle condermmed Dsrael
Chefense Minister Isracl Rate’s
advocacy of the "voluntary migra-
tion”™ of Malestinians from Gazas

“This iz ethmic cleansing. [t st

e canllesd] ot s sehy™ T gakd,

Kates remarks that [sraed
is prepared to remaove Gaza'’s
entire pogatlation iF US Prest-
et Donald Trump approves
have heightened the chalkenge
for European governmenis
supporting Palestinkan statehood

“They reallv need to
act [ast, They need Lo act
cherisively,” he said.

Dioyle questioned whether the
Besaid of Pesce could deliver the
necessary political settlement.

“It is simply naot desigmed to
bring about, i my view, the
recoEinction of Gaza, the
o upr of Gaca, o make Gazi
part of a Pabestinian state,” he sad.

For Diovle, the central
question remains whether
Feritaln's tougher language
will translate fnvto meaninghil
and enforceable achion.

Forelen Secretary Ed Mibllband
his prommised “oomprefensave”
restatemend of UR policy on Esrael
coukld signal a significant shifi.

“A comprehensive set of
messaeres” he sakd, ©1 think
that™ some af the most rokkest
language we've heard from a
British foreign secretary”™

Dioyle sadd measures could
extend beyvornd a proposed settle-
mer trade ban to other sanchions,
sespension of the URK-lsrael trade
agreetnent and a panse in military
and secunly cooperation

“T thimk thad it 15 untbenakde to
sanction two ministers in the
current govermmnent to say that
Esraed is in flagrant breach of
irernational baw, committing
all these viokations, but then
siill continue to treat it asifit'’s
Briastave=s as sl ™ he sl

For Daowvler, thas marks a
change fmom the previous
eovertiment s language.

“A loit of the staternents thai
e D eiacke sireee Qwe enid
of July have been far more

CHRIS DOYLE
DIRECTOR OF THE COUNCIL FOR ARAB-BRITISH UNDERSTANDING
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Britain breaks

with the past

— but is it
enough?

Middle East commentator says the Burnham government’s
tougher stance on Israel must now move beyond rhetoric
and deliver meaningful and enforceable action

. FRANKLY
- - SPEAKING
! i i vk hair Kirem

i
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{Main & above | Doyle doubts Board of Peace can dellver a deal. 4N ohotos

assertive” e said, “There
hitsn . been this sort of artificial
halance and hesitant language:
‘i the one hand, on the other!
[t's been Ermore clear-cut.”
Britain has sanchoned some
extremist settlers, bat Doyle
argued that those measures lad
achleved Hitke. A settiement
tramcke ban worlld nesed sufhcient

soae and enforcement 0 make
A difference, I shoaild have been
chodng this and maach meore vears
agn,” e sakd, when asked whether
Hritain was doimng enough.
*HBa=ically, Israc] has enpoved a
climate of mpunity for decades™
“The queestion here is not
whether that's godng (0 lappen,
but how tough this will be”

hve sabd. “Will it be a UK ban
o just trading with the setihbe-
ments in terms of produects,
o will 1t mciucke imvest-
meends, fitiancial seprvioes?™
“Ti meeds o have testh” he
adlded. Dovle al=o contrasted
Britain's support for Ukraine
with its cawtion toward [srael.
“The British government has
i3l omce ssded theat Tsraed has

violated mternational law in Gaza,

which is extraordinary;” he said.
"We need to speak out and
sy Yo are viodating interna-
tional law. YWhat vou're doing
in Ceaza is unconscionable,
There are conseduences.”

Britain®s recogndtion of Palestn

in Seplember 2025 shouled bring
practical consequences, Doyl
argud. Recognition affirmmed
Palestinlan rights bat could not
independently end ocoupa-

tron or settiement expansion.

WAITCH
FRANRKLY
SPEARING

Find the full interview at

Scan this code to visit

“Why then are vou not
doing more to stop what
cffectively are colomdes in that
stafe, where a second state
heas impdanted its own popaula-
tkon invko that state?” he sakd.

He &lso cited the Interma-
iharia] Corart of Justhoes 20024
achvisory opinion deeming
Israel’s presence in the oocupsed
Palestimian territory undawful

“That eccupation being
unbrwfiel means that vou mest

&

We need Lo say you are
violating international

Law. What vou're doing in
Giaza is unconscionable.
There are consequences,

neot have anything to do with
it. Your mouest ot aicd and abseg |
i any way, shape, or form.”

Across Europe, puble
attitudes towand Israel have
cletertorated while govern-
merls rermain diviced, Doyle
saidl a July poll commissioned
b his orgnmization, Caabu,
Foumd S0 peercent of Britons
behieved lsrael was commyitiing
genocide in Gas, comgered
with 16 percent who did nod

“=0 Isracl has a massive
prablem i terms of public
suppaort,” he sad,

European Union sanctions
rexquire unanimity, howeser,
and some povernments oppose
stronger measures, Dovle believes
Israe] could eventually face
widler dipdomatie isolation.

“And there are many [sraelis
who don't want that,” he sabd.
“They wanl 1o be welcomed Indo
the global commumity. They
clesy™t Wt to e outcasts”

Britain also retains influ-
ence beyvomd Gaza, ineheding
in Lebanon, where UNIFILs
mission is due toend after
nearty fve decades.

“Britain can oo plenty in
Lebanon i concert with
oiher partners,” e said,

Working alongside Frunce and
Crermany, Britxin should defend
Lebanese sovercinty and press
Israel for a withdrawal timwetahle,
Dioyde argwed. He linked thad
withudrawal to progress on
Hezhaodlah's disarmament,

“The other part of it is the
disarmament of Hezholkah, which
can oy really be achieved if
there % o clear statement thai
Tsrae] woanld be leaving Lebamson
oroe and for all” he said.

T post-Assac Syria, Dovle
welcomed Uie Assad Family
abmenoe and greater freedom
of expression, although the
eConOIic crisis remains severe,

The war between the 115,

Israel amd Iran, meanwhibe, has
expose] the limits of malitary
power, Diowle said it kad Eailed
to produce a decisive military
otbeorme and risked prolonged
cascalatbon. "What we've discoy-
ered, for those who didn't realize
it in thee Elrst place, 1s theres no
military sodution toall of this”
e saied, “The LIS, with all 14s
military firepower, with the
acklition of sraed as well, conkd
et militartly defear Iran”

Mediation and a political
agreement would ultmately
b niccessary, he arrued.

“We need (o dial tals down
and find a realistic path outl
of this that gives everybody
peace of mind and security”
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The authority sald uncontrolled grazing strips vegetation, causing sodl eroslon, reduced water retenticn and rangeland degradation. SHA,

BIODIVERSITY

Royalreserve authorily calls for curbs on
overgrazingto protect Saudirangelands

Armb Mews [ pa!

saudi Arahda’s Imam Turki bin
Ahdullah Roval Nature Reserve

Development  Authorify has
wirned that overgrazing is
degrading rangelands  within

s boundaries and called Tor
stricter adherence to sustainable
ETALNE practices.

In a report camried by the Sawdi
Press Agency, the nature reserve
st uneantrolled BT
sirips vegetation before plants
can mature and produce seed,
triggering =oil erosion, reduced
wiater retention and rangeland
dieeradation, it said.

Left unchecked, these effects

spes]  up  desertibcation  and
sand encroachimsent, reduce food
and shelter avatlable to wildlife,
and  threaten  histonc  sites
located within the reserve, the
authority said.

Describing rangeland conser-
vation as a shared responsi-
bility, it urged herders and other
stakeholders to give vegetation
sufficient time to recover to
preserve the ecosysiem's long-
term balance. The appeal builds
on a broader regulatory push by
the anthority.

In March, it troduced an
upedatedd, flth ediion of s
erazing regulations, frst rofled
out in January 20232 as part of a

HIGHLIGHT
Describing rangeland

conservation as a shared
responsibility, the authority
wrged herders and other

stakeholders to give vegetation
sufflcient time to recover to

preserve the ecosystem's
long-term balance,

1.'|.'|.-|:||_‘|'.'-:r|':|.h1;'_|.' L prolect Yepeli-
ton cover and  biodiversity
gcross the reserve. Under the
rules, grazing is permifted only
with ollicial authorzation.

It &5 restricted to desig
nated zones, lime periods and

livestock quotas calibrated to
cach pasture’s carrying capacity,
the authority has said.

The regulations also expand
grazing arcas around villages and
settlements inside the reserve
and establish buffer grazing belis
o = periphery, in response Lo
requests from ocal communities.,
They bar tree-cutting, logging
and off-road vehicle use. The
authority has sakd 0 enforces
ihe rules through patrals and
manitorimg syv=tems, With legal
aciion taken against violators,

Th= authoriiy has  paolnted
o Improving  environmenial
indicators as evidenoe its conser-
vation program is taking effect.

Nada Humsed |ooiiah

Jeddah will host the

first Syrian Industries
Exhibition from Sept.
S-11. bringing Syrian
manufacturers amd
companies together

with Saudi businesses

Lo explore opportunities
For trade, investmenit and
long-term commercial

partnerships.

The four-day event at the Jeddah
Center  for  Exhibitions and
Events, held under the patronage
of  the Jeddalhh Chamber,
will focus on  bosiness-to-
business opportunitics spanning
supply, distribution, investment
and partnerships.

BUSINESS TIES

Jeddah exhibition
opens up opportunities
for Syrian industry

The four-day event will focus on trade, investment,
distribution and long-term commercial partnerships

The Synian Arab News Agency
said omn it=s official X account that
the exhibition would feature
hroad parficipation from Syrian
companies and manufactirers,

Organizers  sajd the event
aimesd to highlight Syrian induos-
tries and products while creating
new channels for commercial
and invesiment cooperation
with Saudi businesses.

Rather than focusing on direct
cofsumer sales, the exhibition
will emphasize  business-to-
business mectings, commercial
partnerships  amd  opporiuni-
ties in supply, distribution and
investment.  Participants  will
al=o have the opportunity Lo
engage  directly  wath  Sauds
businesses and explore long-
term commenciial relationships

BACKGROUND

Saudi Arabia recently took
part in the 8§3rd Damascus
international Fale, with more
than 50 Saudi companies
under the ‘Made in Sacdi®
pavilion. Syria also took part
as a guast of honor at the
third ‘Made in Saudi’ axhibition
in Decamber 2025, with 25

El-lrri-.n companies presenting
products and services,

bevond the four-day event.

The exhibition will cover a
range of Svrian industries and
highlight the country's produc-
ton capabiliies across several
seclors.  Entties linked 1o
industry, agricalture, tourism,

culture, social affairs and labsor
are cxpecied o participate
alomgside manufacturers and
private-secior companies,

Panel discussions  featuring
participating grverniment
entities are planned to outhne
investmen! incentives, Gcilithes
and relevant procedures

An  accompanying culiural
prozram is expected to include
a seminar titbed “The Land of
Al-Sham Cradle of Civili-
Zations,” highlhighting  Svna's
culiural and historical hentage.

Urganizers said the culbaral
component  would add a
brosder dimension 1o the @veni
by  combining commercial
networking with insights into the
economic and cultural landscape
surTounding Syoan indus=ry,

Briefs

THE BEBT OF THE REET

Religious tour

hing's Umrah

guests explore
Madinah history

A groap of 250 Umrah pilgrims
visitedd the TThod Margyrs'
Cemelery, Mount Uhd and
Wuha Mosque as pari of a
culinral program in Madinal,
The group, hosted under
the Custodian of the Two Holy
Maosques' Guests Program,
aaid the visit reflected Saudl
Arabba's care for Tddam and for
M uslims. They expressed thedr
happiness and appreciation for
the sites and their historical
significance and thanked King
Salman and Crowmn Prince
Maohammed nn Salman
for the services provided.
This was the thind group of
prilgriones 1o visil as part of a
program lananched as a result of
the king's decision LOOO male
and female Umrah performers
al his own expense. They are
Besinge hosted i fowr groaps,
with the latest guest= coming
from 23 African countries
Welcomed by the Mindstry
of Islamile Affadrs, they arrived
in Madinah on Sept. 1 and
have also visited the Prophet's
Maosque annd Al-Hawdal Al-

Shanfah. SPA Madinah

Innovation

Agricultural fand
stepsup digital
transformation

Saudi Arabdas Agricultural
Development Funed has
launched & new cligital
transformation strategy to
IERprose bl ALY services,
Boost operalional efhciency
and support inmovation,

The strategy was unveiled
during the LEAP conference
in Rivadh. The fund said the
stritegy would provide a
more integrated beneficiary
experience across its electromic
services and agriculiural
financing prodiets,

The Fuind sevicl the strategy
would “enalbile innovatbon,
strenpthen digital excellence,
and improve the benefciary
experience and the services
proviced” The strategy
incledes developing innovative
eligital sofutbons and using
clarta amd analyiics to suppsort
cecisiom-making. 11 also aims
to strengEthen governance and
digital excellence, improve
institutional efficlency and data
guality, and suppsort Innovation,
in fine wiith the Kingdom's
wider digital transformation

wiils, AN Jeddah

1he Days

HSRELIEF LARGERT COMPLETED AND
ONGOING PROSECTS IN 113 COUNTRIES
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Grean intintives

RSA. huwaitjoin
eMoris to combat
desertification

Sanch Arabia’s National
Center for Vegetation Cover
Dievelopment and Combating
Desertification has lhunched
a series of virtual trakning
and technical workshops in
collaboration with Rawait's
Environment Public Authority.
The sesgions will run
thrcugh Seplemibser and
October under a memorandiwm
ol understanding between
the two couniries on
environmenial protection,
rchahilitation and
consetrvation. The initiative
alms io sirengihen Bnowledge-
sharing and techndcal
cooperation while supporting
regional efforts to address
environmental challenges.
The center sild the
workshops aimed fo
strengihen cooperation and
exchange knowledze amd
experiise in environmental
protectien, rehabilitation and
conscrvation, while supporting
regional efforts to address
challenges. AN Jeddah

i Y

DT o R

Moderation
100 attend
Saudi Islamic

course in henya

The Minstry of Islamic Affairs,
represented by the religious
attache at the Sandi Embassy
I Kenya, launched on Sumday
e third conirse for preachers,
imams, orators amnd stodents
of Islamic Enowledge.

The course features an
arddemic program focused
on establishing a sound
foundation in slamic Law and
strenpthening participants’
understanding of creed ancd
Samnnih through an explanation
of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbals
book “Usul Al-Sunnah”
{“Principles of the Sunnah™L

The bectures, delivered by
Northem Border University
faculty membser Khalid Al-Anzi,
aim to develop participants’
Dawah knowledge and
equip them o serve thelr
communities on sound
schodarly foundations.

The live-day course is
attended by 100 beneficianes,
It reflects Saudi Arabias role in
promating moderation, balance
and tolerance. SPA Nairobi

o Follow Arab Nows Briefs all through the éay EArabNews
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INTERVIEW

Nearly a century of Saudi-Dutch ties

points to new areas of cooperation

Marcel Rurpershoek traces a relationship shaped by trust, practical cooperation and shared interests

o —————

Mada Atk Fyach

Saudi Arabia’s historical
relationship with the
Netherlands offers
lessons for how the two
countries could deepen
cooperation in green
energy, culture and other
fields, former Dutch
diplomat and scholar
Marcel Kurpershock
told Arab News at the
Security and History
Dialogue Conlerence.

Rurpershoek took part in a panel
LHitkesd “Rimg Abcdulazaz Al-Sand
in the Eves of the World™ The
three-day conference, organized
by the Ministry of Intertor from
Sepl. -8, brings together more
Lhin OO experts and specialists
[rom Sauwdi Arabia and abroack

[n an interview with Arab News,
Rurpershoek discussed Saucs-
[tch relations, clean-enersy
cooperation, culiural diplomacy
andl the value of historical research
14! !'-I!III|I||1H LTRET I"I1:._'?'I|.:'I'IFII'II|

=1 thimks we are Very eager in
the Netherlands (o even further
strengthen our relations with
Sanndl Arabia in this fleld,” he
ol Arab News, “We canmnol
coninbule much to ol and gas
prochuction, bol we can contribute
a |||r I||-..-|||'|'-::-|:|||:|-::-:|||.|||1|.||i1:-u|'|'-:
it e Bield of green energy”

Given Saudi Arabia’s pivotal
position in global energy markets
atid its ecomemic iransformsation
undker Vision 2000, Burpershoek
Bilieves that Uhe Netherlands
can be a valuahle pariner in
offering technical expertise
in green and clean cnergy.

“There are s0 many toods. |
Lhink the lnancial system is
one,” he said, “"Green energy
needs a lof of capital 1o develop,
The Ringahom has capital, and
has an interest n developing it”

AVIATION

Securily
and stability
could drive
Saudi

advanced-
mobility
investment,
CEOsays

Banan Obald Filyadh

Sauch Arabda’s security, stabiliy
afd  Investment  In advanoed
infrastructure make the Ringdom
a major market for the next
generation of automated air
mability, Yvonne Winter, CED al

FlvMow Arabia amd president of

Skv Allance for Automated Adar
Maobility, said during the Security
and History Dialogue Conference

Marcel Kurparsahoek discussdad
Sawdl-Dutch relations at the
Security and History Dialogue

Conferance In Riyadh,
AN pholos by Huda Bashatah

L |!i}':|-::||| o Sunday,

Winler spoke to Arab News on
the opening day of the confer
ence, held at the Cultural Palace
in Rivadh™s Diplomatke Quarter.

The three-day event is being

held under the theme “Owur
History and Our Fature: Security
anl Prosperity.” BT I

toge ther senior officanls, scholars
and  mternational  leaders  to
examine how naticsal security
gupports economic growth and
sl eveapment,

“Security amd sovereignly are
A basis for prosperity,” Winter
sald. "When we ook into
history and then toward
the future, security enables
prosperity.  Thercfore, |
think this i3 a very mjsor-
Land conlerence

“For companies like
ours, which are intro
ducing a completely
new Form of mohility,
investors and partners
need o know  that
the environment s
secure, stable  and
ciapabde of supporting J

In the bt Tew vears, Burmper
shoeks career has tmnsitsoned from
cliplomacy Lo cadiure, giving him an
mnberestimg angle o view palitscal
tbes from a hastorical context,

Ywanna ‘Winter
spoke to Arab

Mews on tha
opening day of
the conference,
held at the
Culturad Palace
in Riyadh's
Diplamatic
Quariar,

L ES

lomg-term development.”

She adcded: “Investors wall
only deploy significant money
if they know that all the prereqg-
ulsites are there and that there
i a safe, stable and trustworthy
environment.

*They need confidence that
1t regtilations  will
that the infrastructure can be
built and that the country has the
vision and capacity to support an
industry over many vears, This s
why security ks so important fon
nvestment and mnovation.”

FlyNow Arabia 3
developing moxiular
elecinc alrcridl,
known as ©o-Ccoplers,
for medical evacua-
tion, firefighting, cargo
deblvery and passenger
transpoartation

v,

" The company
- recently  aoguired n
majority stake of its
foFmer Austrian entiny

andd ?'-l:llﬁ'l.'ll'“l"n":l' I LL f".I
its global headguar-
fers to Rivadh, It also
plans o eslabdish 1=

He served in the Dutch diplo-
matic service, including a posting
in Saamdi Arabia, andd bBater became
the Netherlamnds' ambassasdor 1o
Pakistan, Alghamstan, Turkive

Sandi

Arabia is
the perfect
market
hecanse

it Maltils

all the
preregu-
isites. It has
very strong
visionary
leadership.
Ii hasa
vounng, well-
educated

population.
It has the

market
size and the

neeils.
Tvonne Winter

oy &mobln CEO

I think we are very eager
in the Netherlands to

even larther stirengthen
our relations with Saodi
Arabia ... We cannot
contribute much to oil and
wiaes produetion, bt we
can contribute a bt o our
common ambitionsin the

lield of green energy.
Morcel Kunpershoek

Digdrsrrial e et i

aricl Podams]. He alzo concdueted
exlensve research mto Arakkaan
oril poctry and Bedowin culture,
hurpershoek highlighted the
history of Duteh-Sandi relations
as an example of how practical
cooperation can bk lasting tes,
The first Dutch diplomat to the
Ringakim, Daanbe] van der Meulen,
had an imawgural mesting with
Ring Abdulaziz in Jeddah, he said.
“The first subject on the mind of
King Abdulaziz was the safety and
e conmfort also of the pllgrims,”
Fairpershoek added, " This was the
berinning of 15265, and the Nether-
Llands was still the cologdal power
in Indomesia ... we had millions
of pllgrimes cormlng (o Jeddsh
andl then to Makkah, and he felt
respoesible for their well-betng”
Van der Meglen's work focised
heavily om lacibitating the Hagl
palerimige For Mushims from

|:-|'|||:I.|_||'I|-::-|| Operalians  in |||r'
Ringdom

“We will produce here in the
Ringdom. This is our launch
market, and we are going from
Samdi Arabia 1o the waorld”
Winter told Arab Mews.

“My co-founder and 1 believe
that the Kingdom offers the right
covironment to  develop  this
technology, build the necessary
ecosystem and eveniually export
the solutlon fo  intermational
markeis”

Winter described Sauch Arabia
as an ideal market for developing
advanced air mobility.

"sauch Arabia s the perfect
market because it fulfills all the
prevedquisites,” she said. *I has
very strong visionary leadership,
Il has a voung well-educated
popitlation. It has the market size
and the needs.

“It also has the financial means
ta develop the entire ecosysiem
ecessary o intrsduce a new
mmeans of trunspod.”

Winier introducing
auloanated al LD TR EIRS Irvnlvies

ponsaderakly TR than

gail

the Datch East Indies, then
under Dutch colonial rale.

They akso discussed the
econory i Lhad first mesting.
sauch Arahia had yel o estaldish a
banking system, but the king saw
that this was an essential step in
modern developament. The Nether-
Laricls Tracling Society apened i
branch in Jedkdah m 1936, which
kater bocame Alrwwal Bank.

“A banlk is also a question of
trust,)” Kurpershoelk sald, adding
that the same principle could
underpin future cooperation
in areas such as clean energy.

The former diploamat argued
that Sacdi capatal and Daatch
technical expertise could support
print clean encrgy development.

“The keyvword here is clean
energy,” he sapd, both bn terms
of strategy and transparency.

Rurpershoek referenced the
20015 Dieselgate scandal, when
Volkswiagen mstalbed seoret
software in millions of dicse] cars
that would cheat emission toests,
taking a huge toll on air poliution.

“Mow, to have clean energy
Bs ol i Paxury anymone,” he
sapd. “Tt's for ecconomic and
financial survival and success”

The Netherlands aims for 100
percent of all new passenger
Car Sudes 10 e Zepo-emlssion
by 20030, just as the Kingdom
alms for 30 percent of all
viehicles in Bivadh (o min on
electricity under Vision 204840,

mmanuiaetirimg asrcrall,

“When we talk about advanoed
gir mobiity, we have to
constder that we want to deploy
towr-altitede airspace as much as
we can,” she said. “We will have
thousands of drones every year
—  [iKES, @MmMergency-response
aircrall and cargo vehicles in the
air”

In a special address on the
opening day, Winter spoke about
pursuing international partner-
ships while malntaining national
sOvVErelEnLY.

“Sovereigniy HEEHTY
pdathon, The Ringdom can work
with Europeam, Amenican and
Asian companies, including the
worlds technology leaders” she
told the comference, “However, the
archieciune, gWwEmanoe, oper
tomal authorty and cnbical data
mst remain under Sauch contmol,

“That is how innovation can
enter without creating depen-
dency, because if a nation does
not control the data and digital
infrastructure that run its critical
rrrcead 1Ly

contrd the svstem at all”

chives  pw

systems, |1 does ol
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EDUCATION UNDER THREAT

Teacher, children
in Israeli-besieged

lown miss first
day of school

Arab Nawsa

Israch forces amd seftlers on
suncay continuwed their slege of
three Palestinian homes in the
town of Qusra, soulth of Nabdus,
for the 28th consecutive day.
sameer Al-lamal, an official at
the Minkstry of Education, suid
teacher Suhalr Abu Rida could
mol altend her work al Asma
Bint Abi Bakr School in Gusra,
disrapting lessons for mumerous
female students. Two children
were  also unabde to  atiend
kinvdergarten due to the siege.

Aot Bi7 0000 students
altended  their Hirst day  at
schoanls  acmoss West  Bank

towns on Sunday.

A ceremony to launch the new
academic vear was held in Quara,
attended by Nablis Gov, Ghassan
Daghlas  and officials [rom
the Dhrectorate of Education.
emphasicing  the ocommunity's

coammiteent to educatbon.

Abar Rida’s home was targeted
i an Israch siege last month,
alomg with two other homes
belonging w  the Hassan
[amilies. The Isracli ammy placed
a military cordon around the
homes, claiming the force was
“proecting” them from settlers

Susan Sarandon
Meanwhile, US actress Susan
Sarandon sakd on Sunday she
wias =il having roles “taken
away” from her in Hollywiodod
hecause of her ouispoken crifi-
clsm of Iaraels war in Gaza.

The *Thelma & Lowjse” star
was dropped by her agency UTA
in November 2023 over remarks
at a pro-Palestinian rally which
she later said she regretied,
:||.'|'-::-|'-ei|||;; o AFE

Speaking at  the  Vensce
Film Festival, where she has a
role in Italian film “The Echo

A Palestinian girl walks under an lsrasll army barrler as she makes har way to school in to the sccupled West Bank village of Qusra. A

Chamber® she claimed the
“narrative™ around the Gaza war
and Lhe TS support for Israe] had
“completely changed.”

Referming to the extent of US
financial and military aid for

NORMALCY RESTORED

Isracl, the Oscar winner said: “I
think there has been a change
in terms of the understanding
of the situation and the general
public, but there are still very
strongly held positions within

my indusiry that are held by
Zionists and who  have not
relaxed their feelings tovward mie,
“Bul I found my amily, 1 foundd
my people, and I'm okay,” she
adlded to a round of applause.

Interpol voids Assad-era alert listing
over 24,500 passports as stolen

Alert disrupted travel for affected Syrians and impacted their freedom of movement

Mral Maws |

The International
Criminal Pollce
Organization has canceled
a 20024 alert that listed
more than 24,500 Syrian
paassports as stolen,

after Syria worked with
the organization to
establish that the notice
was based on Inaccurate
information, a Syrian
security official said on

saturday.

Abdul Rahim Jabara, director of
the International Cooperation
Diepartment at the Syrian Arab
Republic’s  Interior  Ministry,
gaid the alert was issued at
the request of the now-ousted
government of President Bashar
Assal and was later  Tound
to be tnvalid.

The former Assad governmeni
requested the international alert

in November 2024 afler the
capdure of Aleppo, saving 24,511
passports had been stolen from
an immigration and passports
center in the city.

Bui official records showed
the passports had been properly
=sued and legally delivered to
thedr holders, Jabara sakd in a
staterment on the Interor Mins-
Irv’s Telegram channed.

Syrian officials worked with
Interpasl to establish that the
alert lacked a valld basis, leading
Lo its removal, e said,

The notice had sigmbcantly
disrupted travel for Syrians
whose passporis were listed,
Jabara saidl. Some  passport
holders were detained in several
countries, while others had their
documents confiscated,

The decision comyes as SYTlas
new authorities seck to expand
engagement with Interpol and
other international law enforce-
ment hodies.

The Interior Ministry partici-
pated o Interpols brst Global
Conference on Police Commu-
nication in May in Lyon, France.

The Justice Mimistry had
announced on Aug. 12 that i
had established an Extradi-
ton Commities 0 compmuni-
cate with Interpol on behall
of Synan authorties seeking
imdividuals abroad.

Deputy  Justice  Minister
Mustafa Al-Qasim said at the

AGONY

Syrian
officials
said records
showed the
passports
ware lagally
issuad and
delivered

to their
holders, AFF

tiamwe thal the ministry was also
opening ofices to receiye trans-
tional justice complaints and
WOTRITE 1O FECOVEr SVTLH assels
allegedly embezzled and trans-
Ferred overseas.

However, the scope of
Interpals rode In such cases
= narrower than i is often
poriraved, according fo
the  Syriam  Network for
Human Hizhis.

Interpod facilitates cooperation

AmOng natoral ;:I-|:||i|.'|‘ ARETCIES
bul does nol  issue  binding
mternational  arrest  warrants,
conduct  extradition proceed
ings, determine criminal liability
of require member countries o
sitrrender individuals,

Syria’s Mational Central Bureau
in Damascus scis as a laison
Betwieen  Syrsan  law  enforce-
ment agencies, Interpol’s secure
communications system  and
police  authorities in other
member states. It has noauthority
CAELsEOeE Syriamn termilory.

SyTi has been an Interpol
member since 1853, according to
the organization's records.

Interposd's principal mechanism
for locating wanted individuals is
a Hed Notice, a request to police
agencies  worldwide to  locate
and provisionally arrest a person
pending  extracition, swrrender
or another legal action. However,
a Ked Notice is nof an interna-
tional arrest warrant.

Algerian boy trapped in well for days found dead

AFP e

Hescuers in Algeria on Saturday
recovered the body of a 10-year-
old boy who was trapped Inside
a well for Tour days, civil protec-
L authorities said.,
Efforts to rescue
whom  authorities
only by his first name, Ayoub,

the boy,

belertd el

had deavwn widespread attention
across the country, and social
media was awash with calls to
save him.

Om Saturday evening, however,
the civil protection annouwneed
that “the child was found and
recovered dead.”

Teams had been working 1o
reach Ayoub after he fell into

FASTFACT

While the sperations were still
angolng, rescusrs sabd they
had been struggling to reach
him because he was ‘trapped
beneath a thick layer of soil.”

an 80-muster-deep well near his
hodne 10 Uhe desert municipality
of Brezina in El Bayadh provinoe,
some 550 km south of Algiers.

Civil protection said the well
wis dry and dug using teadi-
tional methods, and was only
40 cm i diameter, which
made efforts to rescoe the
boy diffcalt

While the operations were
still ongoing, rescuers said they
had been strugshing (o reach
him because he was “trappexd
heneath a thick laver of soil.”

Images released by authorities
and local media showed heavy
machinery digping a large pit
alongside the well in an attempt
Lo reach the Boy,

sarandion was dropped by United
Tabent Agendy for tedling a rally thai
Jewish Americans were “gelling a
faste of what 1 is like to be Mushm
in this countny”™ because of rsng
anti-Semitic viclence,

CRACKDOWN

Iranian
opposilion
supporlers
seenin
video held

AFP, AP Tabra

Iranian authorities have arrested
a number of people accused of
appearing in a rare video waving
thie flag of an outlawed oppsos-
flonm groups,  stale  lelevision
silcd on Sunday

Videos circulating online in
recent days showed individuals
rding motorbikes on  coply
sireets In Iran while waving
the white-and-red banner of
the banned People™ Mulabedin
Ongnieation of Iran.

Cn Sunday, state television
said authoritics had identified
and arrested "all the individ-
pals who appeared in this clip™
and that they were “associ
ated”  with MEER, withoul
gpecifving how many.

It sakl the motorcade hd
been traveling near the city of
Rarnj. west of Tehran, buot i
was nod clear when the footage
was recorded

Founded in the 1960s in
opposition o Irans  then
Westerm-backed — shah, the
MEE was oullawed afler the
1979 Islamic revolution and
bater fought alongside Saddam
Hussein's forces during the
Tran-Irsg war.

The group has for decades
advocaled regine change in Iran
from abroad, while Tehran has
accused s members of cooper-
ating with its arch-enemy, lsrael.

Meanwhile, the US militars
has denied Irans claim to have
gsimick an nnmanned American
rrilitary vessel in the Steadt of
Hormue, calling it a “todal be”
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Falestinian sports
commentator Khalil
Jadallah has spent the
past three years mourning
the athletes Killed In the
Gaza war. As Palestinlan
Toothall officially resumed
Lthis weelk, his return

to the stadinum proved
hittersweet.

Palestinlan  professional  sports
were brought 1o a halt afler the
Gaza war, 1 which LOI$ Pales-
inian athletes  were killed,
according to the Palestinian
Foothall Associations tally,

On Friday, Jadallah was hack
at Faisal Al-Husseind Stadium in
Al-Ram in the West Bank to call
the opening match of the first
lourmament organzed by the
association in three vears.

Thouzh long awaited, the cvent
wias marked by contradicting
emotions for Jadallal: “a feeling
of oy al refturning alter sach an
absenoe, but also a feeling of loss.”

"We lost players fans,
administrators  amd  referees”
Twddallak waled,

The [t bl ASSOCIATON

nimeeid  the comeback tourna-
ment — which nchedes over
200 teams [rom the occupsed
West Bank, Gaza, and refugee
camps in Lebanon — the *1L000
Martyrs Cup”

Throughout the war,
limian (oodball authorities have
accused Israe]l of killng football
players amd damapging Gaza’s
sporting infrastreciure.

[srae]l has sakl 12 Palestinian

Fyleg-

Arab Mews _ondon

A PFalestinian woman who died
of cancer in Gaza last month had
e seeRINE 10 traved 1o the UK
with her hushand and children
after a Home Office visa appli-
CAOT WS |.'|'_:|-|'|.'I|-:I. :r-:_'l'-:,zq1|||'||;
Loy hver family.

Amwar, a Gaza refuree living
in Glasgow, said his sister-in-law
Maryam could still be alive if
British authorites had  alloswed
hier and her fmaly to travel o the
UK when they first applied, The
Guardian reported.

Amwar fled Gaza in 2020 and
wias pranted refueee status in
Britain the following year. After
the oarthreak of the war in Gaza
in October 2023 he applied in
October 20025 to bnmg his brother
Has=an, Marvam and their two
voung children to the UR.

The application was complicated
by the requeirement For applicants
o provicde hiometric mformation
at a visa application center. There
% o such center in Gaz, while
Fakestmians ace seviere dilliculties

NATIONAL UNITY

Palestinian football returns
alter nearly 3-year pause

[srael has killed 1,014 local athletes since Gaza war, according to the football association’s tally

Throughout the wor, Palestinlan football authorities have accused lsrael of killing football players and damaging Gaza's sporting infrastructure. 4FF

[oaothall figures that it killed in
Gazd, mnclading a FIFA-regs-
tered referee, were members of
militant groups, an allegation the
[t ball association has rejected

Large numbers of Palestinian
securtty forces were deployed for
the event, an unusual sight in the
fowvn mare acctstomeed o Fsraels
military’ raids.

Before the game, pitting Jahal
Al-Mukaber Club azainst Shabab
Al-Ehalee]l SC, children carried
a Palestinkan flag wrapped o

leaving the temitory to acoess
facilities clsewhene.
In April, the f[amily asked

the Home Office to waive the
Hiomeinre e UANE eI ]
allow  their applications o
whndergn “predetermdnation™ anmd
“hiometric excusal” The request
was  repecied, prompting  the
Family to lannch a legal challenge.

The Home Office agreed to
reconskéder the decisiom  ban
rejected the redpuesd again i July,
By then, Maryam® condition hadd
deteriorated significantly

shortly after giving birth to her
sofl [smail, now seven months ald,
she was diapnoscd with renal cell
carcinoma that had spread to her
lanes. Doctors in Gaza todd the
Frnd by theat the territory lacked the
[acilities mecded o theat ber.

The fmily submitted medical
evidence, including cancer test
resatlis and referral reports, as well
as information absout thelr Hving
conditions, including  sleeping
in tents amd shortages of food,
medscine and clean water,

The Home CHhce acceplted Lhe

&8

sport in general is the
culture of the people.
Palestinlans have the right
o practice sport normally
and im all its forms.

resemble a dead body, before
unfurling it across the center
circle as a band plaved the Pales-
tinian national anthem.

The sport authority also
unvelled a memortal bearing

the names of the Eilled Pales-
linian  athletes  owlside  the
stadium, which stands in Al-Ram,
not far from the West Bank
separalion barrier,

Samuir Issa, a prominent former
player and veteran manager who
had coached both teams, watched
froem the stamds as the game
ficked off,

“"Football has become maore
important than politics  tosday,”
he said. "The proof of that s the
fedbowing the Waorld Cup has had”

STUCK IN A CONFLICT ZONE

(Gaza woman dies of cancer after Uk visa request rejected
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The healthcare system In Gaza has collapesed. Feuler s Tia

FASTFACT

Shortly after giving birth to her
son, Maryam was diagnosed
with renal cell carcinoma that
had spread to her lungs.

evidence that Maryam had cancer
and acknosvbedeed the difficultles
facing the larmdy,

In a letter dated July 31, officials
il “Given the current situation
in Gaza, reliable health care may

not be accessibie”

They also accepied that Maryam
faced a sipnificant risk of harm
becanse she was in a conflict zone
ancl unabde 1o travel 1o a visa apgli-
calbon cenler,

However, officials concluded
that, despite the circumstances
being “somewhat compelling” i
was in the children®s best inter-
ests to remain with their parents
iy Crazs and delay travel 1o the LTE.

They sakd the Tamdly's clrcinm-
siances did not meet the threshold

“Spart In general 15 the culiure
o the peesopie,” e ackded, saving
thiat Palestimians had “the right
to practice sport normally and in
all its forms, nold juist foocthall”

At the 0-minute, 14-sccond
mark, the referee ordered the
game to stop for a minute of
silenece for the dead before the
crowd grew loud again.

“"Foothall returns to Palestine.”
redad clectronic screens aroumnd
the stadivum.

Thousands of mainly voung

for “compelling crcumstances”
reqquired to waive the biometric

reqquiirerment,.  They  also  sajd
pre-cntry checks remaimed
necessary  because  the family

came from "a termtory where
ferTowlsts operate”

The familys lawwvers argued
that it was “difficult to uncder-
stand what circumstances would
ever qualifly as compelling if the
present clreumstances do noe™

Miirvium P
o A 25,

Gaordon MeKee, the Labour MP
for Glagow South, had mised
the case with ministers n June,
warning about Maryvam’s deterio-
rating health and the collapse of
reliable health care in Gaza,

In a letter 1o Mike Tapp,
then a Home Office  munister,
Mchee described the case as
mvolving  “excepiional  humani
lanan crcumstances” and askesd
him to persomally review it

Anwar sakl Marvam's case
ralsed wider questions about how
Britain hancles family reunbfic
tion applications from Palestinians

I|I.l!'I| Caer

peaple attended the game, with
[amilie=s, women and children
scated 1m a separate section.
Mavsan 5Suleiman, a 15-year
odd from Al-Ram, said she came

T COMmmemarate “the martyrs

“T don't suppor! either team,”
she said, "I came o support
the idea (of the toumament)
itself. After all, thev're all
aomns of Palestine”

The tournament opencd
simultaneonusly in Gaza, where
Israeli strikes have left much of
the territory in riins and some
foothall helds have beon turmed
into makeshift camps for those
displaced by the war.

The opening maich there was
held in Deir Al-Balah befwesn
Khadamat Rafuh and Shabab
Hafah as fans sal on plastic chairs
araiind the smmall Held lined sith
palm trees,

“"Football represented life for
us before the war, and after the
witr the Hves of players stopped
altogether” sald Ehalil Matar, a
Rhadamat Rafah player

Matar said holding the cup
simultancously in the West
Hank, Gaza and refugee camps
in Lebanon reflected “national
unity” for Palestinians.

Hut the West Bank teams
are sel o face major logis-
tical hurdles as Lthey  (ravel
between cities amd  Isracli
military choeckpoinis in the
cecupied territory.

“s=1ll. we're determined (o
contnie sporting activities and
developing our young people,”
said Abdullah Abu Ghassan of
Lthe Shabab Jaba team competing
in the tournament

trapped in (zaza,

“1 helieve that i the Home Ciffice
ha] agoreed to bring Marvam ancd
her family from Gada to the UR
when we first applicd last October,
Marvam would still be alive
fockay” he salil

“Marvam s now gone, b
her [amily remans in Gaza. We
are now urgently asking the
UK povernmmeni to  intervene
o prodect Marvam®s sirviving
fumily members and o find a
way o bring them o safety and
revnite them with their fally
i the TR

speakmg rom Gaza, Marvam's
husbamd Hassan described the
boss of is wife while remaining in
the territary with their children.

“T am .'-.1|'I|LJ.';|i|:|]; 0 CoHne o
terms with losing my wile while |
remiin trapped in Gaza with our
children, inclading our seven-
moftth-obd baba” hee sasd,

He =l the [Bmily had
spent  Marnvam's iliness  trying
o overcomse the hlometric
gL E T anwil P eSS
thetr apphcations
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As the Philippines started

the world's longest
Christmas season In
Seplember, shops and public
spaces compele o pal on

the most festive look. But
this vear, Santa figures and
haubles face a more pressing
rival: rising prices that

are squeezing hoasehold
budgets after months of the

US-1sraell waron Iran.

Over the past few days, colarful
decorations have ||-:'|_:1:||:| [0 peja
up outsick Filipino homes, in
sireets and on public buildings,
as people in ome of the Largest
Catholic-majority couniries
embark on their four-monih-
long preparations,

The tradition covers the four
motkths ending in "-ber” until
Christmas Day, Filipinos start the
Christmas celebration during
the “ber™ months because the
I00-day Christmas countdown
porally
LLTRE,

Normally, in the first days of
September, residents of Metro
Manila would be Hocking o
Dapatan Market in Queson Ciy
— a main destination for holiday
ornaments. But this time it is
dliTerent.

*We're not sure if we'll still
have a kot of customers coming
in this season,” said Foy Oros, one

begins during this

FESTIVE MONTHS

Filipinos begin world's
longest Christmas season

Vow to celebrate, uphold tradition, despite high inflation, energy crisis

i
]

Flkpincs start the Christmas celobration during the ‘ber’ months bocause the
100 -day Chrisimas countdown normally begines during this ime. Suspied

e the selliers at the market. as he
expected sales to b slovwer,

“In the past, by Sept. 1, we
wollld already have some
buvers. Mow it's still just one or
two customers.”

IThe slowdown oomes as
the Philippines grapples with
surging fuel, electricity and
commodily  prices Highly
dependent on imported  foel,
the Southeast Asian nation has
been immediately affected by
cisruptions o supplies from
Cruill countries and =shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz.

In March, davs alter the starl of

US-Israe=h attacks on Iran and
Tehran's retalintory stnkes on
American bases in the region,

the  Philippine
dhesclared a natonal
CINCTECTICY.

As fuel prices directly affect the
costs of transporiation, agricul-
ture, manufacturing and distri-
bution, the impact has rippled
through the economy, making
r'1.'|'|"_|-'||:|._l. Cirisiiner |;||||-:!I:-: e
EXPETSIVE

Most of the sellers at Dapitan

ROV ETLIReEN |
COETEY

Market have increased their
prices,
“We ralsed them a  little

because  the suppliers  also
increased their prices, by at
IO percent,” Jen Yalen-
Zuela, another seller, todd Arab
MNews, expecting that her sales
would be lower.

[EHEY

“People are much more
consclous about  prices ..
People’s priovity now 18 their
ha=ic neecds, rather than decora-
tions. People are already strug-
#ling to afford basic necessitices.”

But celebrating and rejoicing
Christmas Iz something  that
eviery Filipino household looks
[orward to and will never forgo
the tradition,

“We are known [or having the
longest Christmas in the workd.
We really celebrate Christmas,”
sakd Marjorte Jalosios, one of the
visgiiors to the market,

“Whalever s happenimg, Yol
have to keep it in your heart that
vou have o spend Christmas
amd celebrate the hirth of Jesus
Christ the Filipino way. Amd we
have 1o leach our children also
lo celebrate Christmas”

As the rising cost of living has
already alfected her family, she
1= looking for ways 1o cut back
on ¢ther expenses (o0 make sure
Christmas is still a merry one, as
it ghoaakd b

*You have o make adjust-
meenls, For exampde, when i
coines (o extracurricowlar activi
ties = or if you eaf out or £o on
outings — you have to cul back
a little 80 you can sct asude some
budget for Christmas decora-
Homa™ she aaidd,

“The decorations add cheer
and hapmness Lo our eyves, and
our neighbors and family, We
want them to be happy”

CHAOQS

Indonesia’s
main airport
suspends
operations
aflervolcanic
eruplion

AFP Jakartn

Indonesia halted operatbons at
i maakn  international airport
outside Jakarta on Sunday after
ash  spewed from the Anak
Erakatoa volcano more than
150 kilometers away, impacting
thousands of passengers.

Mount Anak Krakatoa erupted
on Saturday, producing a
fountain of lava amd hooming
scuanas that could be heard up (o
a few hundred kilometers away,
the prolosy agency said in oa
statemenl,

I'wo new cruptions  were
recorded on Sunday, the valca-
nology agency warned,

Ashh from the vodeano was

cedected 1o L Birspace
sicrroundine LSoeliarmo-
Haita International Alrport,

prompding authorities to indtiakly
sispemn] operations from 1230
am. Sunday  (Saturday  18:30
GMT) to 530 a.m.

The suspension was extended
three bmes, with the [atest

=y

-

&

$Ftranded passengers walt at cheok-in area as Sosharno-Hatta Intermnational Alrport closed its operations duwe
to the eruption of the Mount Anak Krakatau voloano, In Tangerang, near Jakarta, Indonesia, on Sundoy. 4FF

ending at 5:30 p.m Sunday “due
o Increased eruptive activity,”
the alrport saidd in o social media
post

Ciperations have been
sispended  at six alrports,
i iuding the Hussein

Sastranegara Alrport in Bandung
and Radin Inten 11 Airport near
Bandar Lampung on Sumatra,
the oHIniry's T|'.t||.-.]:|-|||'|:|1i||:||
Minister Dudy Purwagandhi said

several airports in cities,
inclheding SETTATANE anid
surahava, v B |:-|'-E'|:I.i1!|1‘-l| a5
“alternatives for landing” Dudy
adcled.

The disruption et some
passengers scrambling to find
alternative Mights,

Henny  Yensan, 4
had hoped to g0 back to her
hometown with her maother, aid

“everybody was disappointed,”

whi

“No one flew into a rape,
hecause after all, this is due to
maatuiral cizaster” the business-
wormnan, who had to reschedide
her flight to Tuesday, said.

Samuel Guibertean. a Danone
executive on a business trip
o Lombok since Fridav, sald
“nothmg 1s ceftain for the
moament,” as he scarched for
alternative fights back to the
capital,

Briefs

THE BEST OF THE REST

Air pollution

Haze cmergency
grips Malaysian

Horneo tovwn

Acrid smoke hung heavily over
the MalavsiEn town of Seran,

s el o feomes and cloalk-
ing moadsde stalls, as residents
Vil el an o quualily @rmer-
pency fueked by transboundary
haze from Indonesia’s raging
fires. Malavsia declared a state
of emergency in Sarawak state's
Serian district on Bormeo island
oa Friclay, after alr podlwtion
readings reached critical levels,
Toxic haze has shrouded paris
of Indonesia and Malavsia for
weeks as Tnkarta struggles 1o
conbin lres thad have seoacled
large tracis of Borneo and Somas-
irse, with the plumes drifting
into nedghboring Malavsia,
sSingapore and Bruned, AFP

Finding survivors
Nepali rescuers
buoyed by
miracle finds

Mepsdl rescuers faced challenging
combitlons on Sunday & search
operations aller catastraplic
fhoaocks entered thear 12th dagy,
bawowed by the extraoclinary
rescues of four survivoers. The
glacial and mountain collapse on
the China-MNepal border has lkilled
at beast 1372 people and beft move
thaam 5,500 missing acmss the two
Co Tl s, Reseuers founcd o
mare people alive on Satunday,
Joinmg two saved the day before
i what have been described

a5 rdracubons tabes of sursival.
Thiree of theise Fave besen Foagnd
in hydropower unnels where

the goverToment inkhakly saiel i

e e el moe Lhan B0 waorksers
coatld be alive. AFP
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What Were Reading

FOR THE TRAIN ORF ON THE PLANE

‘Smaurt as a Fish'

TYROME LLECON-XICCATO

It = easy to think of fegh as
simple, instinct-driven animals
With their tiny brains
and seamingly
mandlass way of

.

drifting through the “ g

water, there appears :
to be nothing going
o inssde $hear
heads, "Smiart as

a Fish" upends

‘lﬂtu'“ ‘||1 Misnm

this comman misperaaption,

revealing how these creatures
possess a rich set of cognitive
skille finaly tunad

to the demands of
aguatic ife, and how

the origins of human

Intelbgence miay
reach further into

the evolutionary past
thaun we realize.

Iy butvan baiidligeann

Heavy rain

Hudslide death
toll in China
rises (o3

The death todl from a mudshde
in eastern Ching rose to three on
Syicay afler davs of torrential
rain broaght by Typhoon Saudel
Nine others were still missing.
The mundslide hit part of a village
in Suichoan county in Jiangx
provinee ety Sanaikay, damag-
ing a dozen houses, Rescuers
foumed two peopde: dead Sunday,
state broadcaster CCTY re-
partecl Over 5,300 people in the
country were relocated to safer
places. Separately, CCTVY report:
el that two people were killed in
Hunan provinee in south-central
China followimg downpours
brouaght by the tvphoon. The
report did not specify the cause
of the deaths. AP

Taxpayers' monay

’'rince Harry's
refnrn renews
security row

Prince Harry's return o Britain
has reignited debate aboan
whether taxpayyers shoaaldd food
the ball to protect him and ks
famniky, with experis warnming
genuine threats likely exdst. The
ke of Sussey, who arrived in
Fhritain et week wilh his wile
Meghan and their two young
children, had previously rubed
ot returning to his home coun-
Iy, CHEEE SecEriny oM ETT.
The couple left Britain amd quit
royal dutbes in 2020 amid a royal
Tamudly fewcd amd Harry sulse-
cpuiently sageed a vears-long,
ultimately unsuccesshal, kegal
battle to retain UR taxpayer
funded securtty while living in
California. AFP

o Fallow frub News Briefs all through the day SilirabNews
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The Nile is not Ethiopia’s to control or to price

ESPUILES OVET ITVers e

rarcly about water alone,

They are also about power,

geography and the rules

thent Prevent One CounTy s

ratikial adviniage from | g~
coming anothers permanent vulnerabihity
Recent Ethilopdan statements suggest that
Lhe disgnate over the Blue Nike s enlenng
this more dangeroaws phoase,

Ethiogpdan Minister of Water and Energy
Habhtamu Geleta has said that the “hevs”
to the Abay — Ethlopla’ name for the
Ebluier Mile — are now i EXheopian hands
and that the nver moves according to
Ethiopian decisions. The exact translation
has been debated but the political meaning
is unrmistakable: Addis Ababs believes the
Grand Ethiopian Kenatssance Dam has given
it the phiysical ability to regulate the river
and it intends to convert that ability into
slraleEc leverage,

Thee remarks accompanied renewesd
plans for three more hvdroelectric
prajects: haradobi, Mandaya and Beho
Aho. Thelr projected oost is about 31005

'Y 3
Ethiopia is entitled

to generate

clectricity. It is not
entitled to decide
alone how a shared
river will be
stored, regulated
or released

ST Y o PR A TR |

CHIAT R Y kb bkl

billion, with a combined penerating
capacity of soome 5,700 megawatls —
shightly more than the installed capacity of
the Rennkssance Dam itsell

This ambition has been acoompanied
by an imcreasingly assertive narmative.
shiferaw Jarso, a former Ethiopdan water
mindster, has called on ks fsovernment to
sk competsation rom Eypt For using
Nile water, arguing that Ethiopia contnbartes
about 86 peroent of the river's flow. He later
claimed that Egypt had historically sought to
wieihen Ethiopéa, cleny it aceess to the Red
Sea and support forces that contribuated (o
Eritrea's separation,

Jarso is no longer in povernment ancd
his remarks should not be presented as a
formal Ethiopian policy. Yel Lheir repeated
publication by Ethiopia’s official news
agency i= significant. [t suggests that the
mile dispute ks being incorporated nin
a broader nrrative of stralegic encirele-
mend invisving the Red Sea, Entrea and the
regional balance of power,

Ethiopia is entitled to penerate electricity
and develop itz economy. It s mot entitled

OR. ABDELLATIF EL-MENAWY
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b checicbe adoase hovw a shared rver will be
stored, regulated or released.

Ethiopian officials correctly note that
hydroelectric dams do not consurme water
in the same way as large irrigation schemes.
Water can pass through turbines and
continue downstreans. But reservolrs alter
the timing and management of Dows. Filling
periods, storage decistons, evaporation and
ciroueht policies determine how much water
reaches dovwnstream states and when

A coordinated chain of dams could

biring shared benefits, Including electricity,
Hood control and more precictable
seasonal Hows, An uncoordinated chain
woulld create structural dependence,
Egvpl and Swdan would come 1o rely on
checisions taken by an upsiream govern-
ment with which they have no binding
operating agreement.

Egvpt's latest response 1z therefore
impiartant becanse i begins lo move
Bevond warnings. Foreign Minister Badr
Abdelatty and Water Besources and Irriga-
tion Minister Hani Sewilam last week
issued a joint statement combining legal

opposithon o untlaterad action with a wider
development strategy in the Nile Basin.

Cilro shoatilol ebemanmnd fall disclosure of
the Ethiopaan projects amd an independent
assessment of their cumulative cffects.
Potential lenders, contractors and imsurers
mist understand the legal and political
risks of major infrastruciure on an Inter-
pational nver when dGownsiream oonse-
quences have not been properly assessed.

I'he immediate contest remains political
rather than engineering or financial. Mo
final financiers or construciion coniracis
for the three new dams have been publicly
confirmed. But the argument emerging
from Addis Ababe is alresdy clear: Ethiogpia
halds the kevs, its highlands are the best
place to store the water and Exzypd must
adapt, perhaps oven pay.

I'hat proposition must be repected
Eihiopia has a right o development but
fal o ownersiip ol the Nike, The ver's
future cannod be determined by whoever
pours the most concrete upstream. 1 must
be poverned by rules accepted by all those
whose lives depend upon it

=
Hezbollah Faces

a serious challenge
from Shiite groups

that oppose
its conduct and
slogans

A little honesty would be useful in Lebanon

b e ol The Al AL-Taher

ridge in southern Lebanon

has ended up as a distrac-

thon and a different phase

has begun — one Lhat

changes nothing in the
substance of the matter.

The lsraell propagandas machine,
organized and disseminated by experts in
psychological warlare, gave many people,
including numerous Lebanese, the impres:
sion that we were witnessing something
akin to the Normandy landings of the
Second World War or the fall of Saigon at
the end of the Yietnam War.

Yel these heights, which 1 suspsect the
vast majority of Lebanese outside the south
hivtd never even heard of, are no different in
termain o many other areas across Lebanon.
In the calculations of modern warfare and
[srael’s sirategic ohjectives alike, they were
already militarily indefensible

The problem for Hezballah is that it
dhores nod handle politics as skillfully as i
hancles armed resgsiance, Also, even iF 6l
had avoaded becoming involved, 11 would

siill have suffered losses afier losing its
sSyrian corridor and a sipnificant portion of
its fnancial resources, while also forfeiting
mm-h ||!'||1r'.'-._'.'|'|:|;|:|ll|_l. il CEnCee |'r|.j||-'_l.'|'||
among Sunni communities in Lebanon,
Syria and other Arab countries.

In my view, Hexbollah's silence reganding
the deliberate Israeli exaggeration of wihai
was achleved at the Al A-Taler ridge
stems from its desire to preserve the morale
of its supporters by not having to admit that
it bast a hattle bl notl the war

Nevertheless, the party undoubtecdiy
faces a serous challenge from Shiite groups
that oppose its conduct and slosans and
that have every right to abject after vears of
marginalization and accusatbons of disloy-
wlty. What is strikimg today 1= thal some of
these groups have bost all restraint i thear
political and media retaliation.

Even some Shiite liberals and leftists no
bonger hesitate (o express schadenfreucle
and, at times, fo participate in incitenment,
despite fully understanding the complexi-
thes of the Lebanese arena and the podential

consedguendces, now more than ever, of

EYAD ABU SHAKRA
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absodute Israchi dominance in Lebanon and
acroas the region.

These people have vet to grasp that the
cholce s no longer between Irantan clerical
extremism [ueled by seclarian rhetoric and
a democratic, moderate Western alterna
tive offering reasonable models of coexis-
tence. Even If the current conflict were to
bring down the regaime in Tehran, there is
no indication on the horzon that Israch or
Western racism, whether in Europe or the
115, watild hegin to receds,

If thiz is the situation within parts
of Lebanon’s Shiite community, then
how can we imagine the feelings of
others, their sense of triumph and their
ERFETTIeSs 1o provake?

Can we trily be optimistic that Lebanon’
official institutions will act mtonally,
free from spite and gloating, and indepen-
dently of the ongoing and escalating
Liktd-inspired rhetoric that Washington
appears irgely unconcermed aboul despile
its future rsks?

And will the Lebanese public believe that
the displacement of hundreds of thousands

||!'|:-|"-:'||||.|'.:||:|-:1 LR cbesd rucTion ol dozens
of towns and villages in southern and
soiitheastern Lebanon are merely tempo-
FiIIy Mieasiifes WHoSse COnsequences
will stmiply disappear once Netanyahu
feels his settlers are safe?

1 realize that these are not comfortable
times, netther in the Arab workd
par bevoasd i, T Pally understand that
the game of nations 15 now being played
without rubes or restraints and indecd
without a referec.

I believe that the visionaries among inter-
national leaders must recognize, before
it is too late, that the cost of repairing the
damage inflicted over the past two vears
cotld be extraordinarily high

I also hope thal the courageous amonkg
them — those capable of helping to reduce
fensions — will acknowledee that the
giructures of POET ard EOVETTLANCE, VT
in long-established Western democracies,
frave become valherabie o potentially
devastating collapse at the hands of the
racist and populist forces that are palsed to

dssuIme power in several pivotal countries
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The world’s silent majority for international cooperation

s the pillars of the post-1945

global order — support for

humean rights, multilat-

eral cooperation, the mile of

law, humanitarian aid and

environmental stewandship
— crumbde and as country after country
reduces or even terminates funding for
international organizations, the mext UN
secretary-gencral faces a staggering task,
Global peace and prosperity may depend on

and poncombatants kas become increas-
inghy blhurred.

Some believe that the end of US
hegemony and the existing institutional
[passe mean that multilateralism s
necessirily moribund. But while China's
rise is confirming a shift toward multipo-
larity, with multiple centers of decision-
making, multilateralism remains a viahle
option. In fact, given the need to debver
ghobal public goods like climate action

his or her success, and public health on which we all depend,
The 115 has led this - evervome will suffer
mast recent “hollowing ii il courntries canmol
out” of the world's find better ways of
multilateral institu- EHE'I'}'HIIE will sulTer cooperating, whether
tions, announcing in il countries cannol through regional or
Tamueary that it would lind bet ter warys of ather irmangements,
crase o participate in _ to achieve agreed and
and fumd 31 UN entities, cooperating to achiceve specific goals.
including the UN agreed and specific goals  gua bigger question
Human Hights Council, tias been raised by

and 35 non-UN bodies. Under Presddent
Dionald Trumgp, the US has withdrawn
from the World Health Organization andd
UNESCO. And America is nod acting abore:
Argenting has officially lelt the WHO andd
Nicaragua's withdrawal from UNESCO will
take effect this December.

Az a result, the internanonal mele of
law, gracually built up since the 1868
Drecliration of 51 Petershinrg first sougii
to regulate the conduct of war, 15 rapicdly
losing credibility. In today's 65 state-based
conflicts, including elgzht intermational
wars, the distinction betwesn combatants

Canadian Prime Minester Mark Camey in
his lardmark Davos spocch in January and
by Finnish President Alexander Stubb in
his recent book “The Triangle of Power™
Can other powers Hind a basis within the
UK Charter to meed agreed-upon global
objectives oven as Ameerica, Russia and
China resort to unilateral action:? Here, the
first sfep is for coundries to demonstrate
that they can coaperate on concrele policies
absent superpower consent and override
an increasingly hostile international
efvirenmenl,

Fortunately, they are already making

GORDON BROWN

Gordon Browe, o fomreEr prime

rrarveter of the UK, bs Weorld
FsalTh Chgseni Tarnn Arrlsiasado

Tor Glonal Haalth Firaredng and
M aChey, ivacral raoantly, off “Tha
Future Btarts \WEh s (Sémon &
s e U, Beprtmmbesy 2002001
CPrmect Syraicabe

Fer TLb warsion, iop on 10
wwm. urabnews comsopinian

progress, Even as America stood asice,
124 counines at the World Health Assembly

vioded to adopt the WHO Pandemic Agree-
ment (with only 11 countries abstaining),

a major achievement for public health,
More: than 100 small- and medium-sized
countres are backing the proposcd UN
treaty to prevent and punish crines
aginst humanity. Vanuatu, a small island
state, recently led a coalition that grew

to 132 countries in securing an advisory
opinton firom the International Court of

CHiering even more cause [or oplimism is
a2 major shift in glohal public opimion, The
proliferation of wars and conflicts has not
pushed citizens into mindless jingoism;
rather, an increasing majonty recogniee
the vialue of cross-border collaboration.

I a 20025 global survey commissioned by
the Rockefeller Foundation, 55 percent

of respondents in 34 countries supporied
micrnational cooperation on global
challenges, "evien if it means Compromisine
o somee national interests”™ That includes a

Justice declaring that Sl clear majority of peaple
inaction on climate i 85 surveyed in the US,
change is a breach of demonstrating that their
international law. For the time being, president’s "America
But there have heen progress will depemnd First™ agenda is mow a
other successes. An upon a coordinated push  ™OTY posiion.
alternative arbitration Diespite the current
svstem for resolving Iﬂ' the Il‘:ﬂﬂl"l"ihipﬂf L5 administration's
trade disputes has 54 like-minded powers coercive approech o

parties so far, The EU
and the Comprehensive and Progressive
Agrecment for Trans-Pacific Partnership
are considering the possibility of a more
struciured relationship, which, if India were
o join them, coubd create the biggest trade
hloc ever seen,

Much more can be achieved. Those
countries that are neither superpowers
nor themr satellites control roughly three-
quarters of the votes at the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank, repre-
st huge majorities af the Wordd Trade

Dirganization amd the WHO, iand ocoupy twao
of the ive permanent seals on the UNSC,

diplomacy, Americans
can be convinced that acting unilaterally
in a multipolar world is short-sighted and
that persuasion and cooperation betier
serve 15 interests, But for the time being,
progress will depend upon a coordinated
push by the leadership of like-minded
powers, A hitherto stlent majority of
the world's population yearns o relurn
to the days of multilateral engagement
and international cooperation. And the
evidence suggesis that they will not remain
silent forever. Our leaders musi follow

them and recogndze that this s the only
viahile path forward,

oes e ELT still make peaple

and nations dream of join-

ing? Following Ioeland's

vobe toreject a return to

accession megoliations last

weck, many are stating this
openly. The EU has become a bureaucratic
dictatorship that is destroving natbon:al
identities and soveretgniy. Now, for insular
cotntiies such as Ieeland and the UK, which
exited the ELT in 20040, that might be trse.
Part of it is undoubtedly true to keep the
bloc iomether, Brussels

&8

Has the EU lost its allure?

the poditical institulions, As a consequence,
they are not bound on important and
infhuential domestie topics, sach as sgricul-
ture anel hshing rigghts. Fishing i= and will
conlimue to be a key bsue for Ioeland,
Switzeriamnd has a similar model through
bilateral agreements with the EU, rather
than psindng the Europsean Economic
Ares. And as all these countries are part of
Schengen, they do not feel the need Lo apgly
for membsership,
Perhaps, with these small, wealthy
oountries, it is the E17 that

hias become more Tog- is leen on offenng this
chownn Uhian botlom-up in vy attractive middie
terms of representation. Weare hl:'ill.g' forced to evound and Iceland's
Members of the Euro- recognize that, beyond  referendum result illus-
pean Parliament attest (o trade and economies,  trates this logic clearly,
thi= Yet, when if comes th What might change this
¢ dream ol Euro
to joining the EV, there is I mindset is not the dream
alsowhat 1 call “Why buy has disappeared that guided most of the
thye cow wien Vour can copiries 1o joln the EU

el the milk for free? And this probably ap-
plies (o many of the countries that are part of
the Enropean Economic Area and Schengen
but outside the EL

Countnes such as Norway, Ioeland and
Licchienstein, as members of the European
Economic Area, obtain most of the practical
sitvantages of the European market withou
beeing Ml X members, meaning they do not
need {o acoepd common mtegration podicies
in key areas such as cusioms and monetary
union and de wot need to fully participate in

srm
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i1 the late 19900 and early 30008 — it is the
rightmare of the magor crises that could
happen, with the bloc seen as a potential
safepuard in such a situation, Hence, it was
in the aftermath of the Anancaal cnsis of
20005 and the collapse of its banking system
that Iceland anmvounced that it intended to
Join the ELL While most of the negotiation
podnils were cleared, 1 more curoskeptic
sentimenl has recently becomse dominant
within the population.

We are being forced to recognize that,
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bevond trade and economics, the dream of
Europs has disappeared. The view that the
EU wondd become a single space recognizng
every nation and gving opportunities to
their citizens has gone [rom sweet o bitter,
It 15 undeniable that we tend (o take
evervihing for granted and quickly forget
thut the EU and its predecessor brought
peace o nations that had been fghting
for centuries. Bul the elfervescencs
and celebrations of nations cvery tone
hey cross a midlestone that brings them

defense — especially the war in Ulkraine —
Turkive has greater leveragse with the EL
andd this is very clear in their current respsec-
tive geopalitical standings.

Even in countries in Eastern Europe amd
the Western Balkans, where membership 1s
a key pathway linked to prosperity, security
andd poditical stabdlity, the excitement is ol
the same amd countries are increasingly
queestioning whether the long and uncertain
path to membership is still worth it

Whike surveys do shoa trust in the EL, we

closer to membership P nabice that Europeans
have dissipated and we Jo ] mostly trust their local
have moved to a transac- mstitutions - the ones
tiomal viskon. The EU, while h“ﬂ“g in which they have a
This ks very cdear with  Strong legislative power  divect sav. The EUL while
Turkiye, which s one over lis members and  having strong kegislative
of the main canchidates hein H]l*]l-l]“’lft"ﬂl] lacks POWeT over Ils members
fior EU membsership. % ! and being all-powerful,
The dynamics in this real leadership licks real leadership.
relationship have shifted This s especially

over the past 20 yvears. While President
Hecep Tayyip Erdogsan set EU accessbon as
a major ohjective in the 20008, e recently
shated that membership of the bloc is “not
a prionty.” Turkive remains an ELT cands-
date couniry bat negotiations have stalled,
with the commercial relationship between
the two governed by the 1995 customnms
union, which covers most industrial goods
and cooperation on migratvon, refugees,
trade, secunty and mobility, There is no
chokd that, when il comes lo migration and
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the case regarding the relationship
between France and Germany, the two
ey driving forces behind European
integration, over Ukraine and the tensions
in global suppdy routes, They are now facing
ofT over their respective economic inter-
et in the rearmament of Europs, while
peapoditical files seem R unanswered,
This bckering, along with a void in leader-
ship and vision, may be what makes others
question whether they stll want o be a
part of the ELL
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[taly's economy coubd grow
by around | percent this vear,
above the lates! eslimate.
Glancorie Glorgetti
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orate profits hit

$74.8bn in Q2

Saudi-listed firms lead the region with earnings up 36.7 percent to $4.5.3 billion

Mirmal Naraymnan ot

Companiles lsted across
the Gulf Cooperation
Council posted a record
£74.8 billion in net profits
in the second guarter

of Z026, up 3135 percent
yvear on year, driven

by gains in the energy
and banking sectors,
according to an analysls,

Compared with the previous
three months, net profit of listed
companies in the GCC region
increased 10 percenl.

The strong figures underscore
the restlience of GOC corporates
even as geopolitical tensions andd
regional disruptions continue to
weizh on investor sentiment.

In it report, Kameco stated: “At
the country level, the Incresse in
profits mainly reflected dowbbe-
digit v-o-y growth In profits
for Ruwait, Saudi Arabia, Abu
[habi and Orman and 4.9 percent
growih In profits for companies
listed on Dubai Exchange.”

It added: "On the other hand,
atarl and Bahralnd companies
reported decline in guarterly
profits by 20 percent and 04
percent, respectively.”

Industry  observer  Tony
Hallside, CED of 5TP Parimners,
said the record $74.8 hillion profit
hgure reflected strength beyonad
the headline number. "Higher
oil prices clearly provided a
major tallwind, with energy-
sector profits rising more than
40 percent, but earnings growth

arross several other  sectors
=liows |i|.-i|1 Corporale ill:.':j'll'tl.:ll'
remains resilient.”

He added: *For investors, that
breadth is arpuably more impor-
tant than the record number
TEEG | i

Agreregate FeVeTELes for
GOC-listed companies rose 1V
percent vear on year to 53816
bill}on in the second quarter and

:'l.I'I!J‘HH'IH'I (=4 F T

Saudi  Arabia  has  opened
sithscriptions for s Seplember
"Sah” savings sokuk, offering
a fwed anmual return of 4.80
percent, up from 470 percent in
At s fssuanoe,

The window opened at 10
am. Saudi tme on Sept. 6 and
closes at 3 pme on Sept. 8,
stoorling to the Nationmal Debit
Management Center, Sukuk are
Shanah-compdiant mvestment
instruments  that  give  inves-
tors peartial ownership of under-
[¥ing assels, sening as a popular

The figures undaracors the
rasdllence of GCC firma even

as paopaliticsl temians
cantinee to welgh on Investors
sentimant. Kege= Fie

#.1 percent quarter on quarter.

Excluding Saudi  Aramco,
revene growih for the rest of
the region remained in doubde
chigits at 114 percent.

hSA leads
Sandi-listed COTMPLnieS
accounted for the bulk of the
gain in the region, with agzore-
gate net  proflis  rising 367
percenl o $45.3 billion from
5332 billpon a yvear earhier
Energy, banking and materials
tomether made wp 92 percent of
saudi earnings in the quarter.

alteroative 1o conventional bongds,

Unlike conventional bonis,
sukuk are structured (o comply
with Shariah principles  and
o not moely on  conventional
interest payents.

The sukuk is denominated in
."';-il'lilll 1'|:_l.'.||.-._ CArries i O YEar
maturity and payvs a fied retum
at matunty. The issuance s part
of the NDMC's 2026 calendar
and reflects the Kingdom's effarts
I boaost household savings an<d
avance financial inclusion.

In a post om X, the NDMC
saicd  the minimum  subscrip-
ton s SELOOO (82661, while the

saudi Aramcos net  proft
increassd 42 percent year on
vear 1o 3324 billion, supported
by a4 19 percent mise i lodal
revenue as realized crude prices
climbed from $G66.5 a barrel in
the second guarter of 20205 to
SI08.1 a barrel In the secand
cpuarter of 1his year,

saucki Arabias hanking sector
nel profits increased 8.3 percent
to 86.6 billlon from $6.1 billion,
supported by strong  lending
growth and resilient operating
income. “Saudi Arabia remains
the eamings engine of the GOC
mmarken.” said Fallside,

He moted that st poinds to
"broader corporate momentom
and gives Investors e
evidence that the opportunity

FASTFACTS

® Enargy, banking and
materials accounted
for 82 percant of Saudi

corporate earmnings.

® Aramco's profit surged
42 percent to $32.4 billion
as higher crude prices
boosted revenue.

» Kuwaiti listed companias
recorded the strongest
parcentage Increase in Q2.

DEBT MARKET

Saudi Arabia opens September “Sah’ sukuk at 4.8% return

I HGHLIGHTS

» Subscriptions run from Sept
6 to Sept. B, with a minimum
mvestment of SR1,000,

& Individual subscriptions
are capped at SR200,000
across the program perod.

® The one-year Shariah-
compliant sukuk is

available to Saudi oitizens
aged 18 and above.

maximem s caprped al SR200, 000
per imdividual  across the
program period.

The sukuk is available only to
Sawdi citizens aged 18 or older
through approved platforms,
inchuding 3NB Capital, Aljarira
Capital, Alinma Investneent, SAR
Inviest and Al Rajhi Capatal,

Issued monthhy, "sah™ sukuk
retums ame st accordimg to
prevailling  market  conditions.
The program is ssued by the
Ministry of Finance and arranged
by the NDMC and is designed to
EnCcourge persofal savings and
e Ainancial inclusion,

sl in Saudi equities is widening

bseyomicd the traditional

ENeTEyY story.”

Ruwailli companies pecorded
the larpest peroeniage increas:s:,
with net profits almost doubling
to 841 billion, partly reflecting
the absence of large losses from
discontinued  operations  that
welghed on Aty in the yvear-
tl:llll-rl'-:;ll.ulh':l.

Al [rhaby profits rose 418
pereenl vear on vear (o 3147
billion. Dubai-listed firms grew
£ 0 percent to 56.9 billion.

Qatari companies saw profits
fall 20 percent to £2.9 billion,
whike Bahratm bhrmsdechned (4
pereent to 3572 million. Ommani
compankes rose 242 percent to
SE4 billson.

Launched under Vision 20007
Financial Sector  Development

Program, “Sal™ mims 0 ralse the
Ringcdom'’s national savings rate 1o
10 peroent by 20040, up from about

& percent curmently.
International sukuk
On Sepl. L the RKingxlom

ralsedd 5525 hilbom through a
two-tranche intermnational sukuk
psmnance that drew about 5165
bsillbom bn orders, the NIMC sl
The order book was about five
timics the size of the offering, as
the hingdom tapped miemational
Islamic debt markets through its

FOLICY

OPE(+

keeps
October

oil output
unchanged

Arab Mews Hyooh

The seven OPEC+  countries
that had previously announoed
agdditional  voluntary  produc
tion  adjustments in April and
November 3023 have agreed o
maintaln thelr September 2026
prochection levels in October.

Saichl  Arabia, Russia,  Irag
Furwadl, Kazakhstan, Algeria and
Oman made the decision during
a virtual meetimg on Sepl. 6 to
review developments in the ol
maarket amd its future outlook.

The seven oourirses e Tirmeed
thetr commitment to the Declar
ton of Cooperation and agreed
to coniimwe holding  monihly
mectiings (© momior marked
developments. The next mecting
is scheduled for Oset. 4, 200246,

HIGHLIGHT

Saud| Arabla, Rusaia,

Iracy, Kuwait, Kazakhstan,
Algeria and Oman made

the decision during a virtual
meeting on Sept. 6 to review
developmeants in the of market.

In August, OFEC- agreed its
production boost for Septembser,
completing a phased rollback of a
165 million-barrel-per-day supgly
cul first agreed m 2003,

Despate the agreed producton
ncreases, the group made up of
the Organization of the Petrolenm
Exporting Countries and its allies,
mcluding Hussia, stll prodoces
far below its targets becanse of
the war, International ol prices
have Fsen in recenl dagys as trcers
mondior an escalation of the Irmn
war, more than six months after i
was begun at the end of February.
Benchmark Brent crude fatures
hit a six-week high on Thursha
after US sinkes amnd  renewed
Ismacli threats against Tehran
revived conoerns about  disrug
s 1o supphics from the regeon.

Global Trust Certibcate I==i@ance
Program. In May. the NDMC said
it had secured approximately S0
peercent aof the Kingedom®s funding
necds before peopolitical events
in the region.

Separately,  Sawdi  Arahixs
F -l prividle seChor grew al
its [astes] pace n =% months n
August, with the Riyadh Bank
Purchasing Managers” Index
rising to 538, driven by stronger
baesiness  activity and  domestic
demand. The reading came as
the mon-odl economy  contimed
to show pesilience amid a sharp

downiturn in ol activity,
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Basmah Al-Basroawl H 129

Mokla Is turning to the
Kingdom as not only

a hub but a base for
technology with glohal
export potential, as the
company expands lts
presence in Saudl Arabla
with the launch of fis first
research and development
center in Rivadh.

The new center will focus on
Al-powered network  antoma-
Dom ancd orchestrabon sodlware,
bringing together Nokia's global
expertise with Sawdi talent as
the company looks o develop
technology locally for use both
within the Ringdom and on an
internationil scale,

spcaking to Arab News, Mikko
Lavanti, president of Nokia
Middle East and Afrnca, saud the
company scocs the knowledge
and expertise being developed
lacally as having great potential
that can be extended past the
Sanli market and into glotal
AVETIUES,

"W bBelieye that the
know-how, and knowledse and
the experience thats done here
will hiave a global marked, sothat
will fil into the “Made in Saudi,™
[avantl sakd.

Mokias ambitkon= i the
Ringdom. however, extend
beyvond serving ils  domestic
cistomer base, with its foeus
being on the ambitions of the

TECGH

Nokia bets on Saudi talent to build
olobally exported technology

Company sees locally developed sottware gaining traction beyond hingdom

The company s focus an devel -
oping Saudi talenmt s crocial

Kingdom as a great partner in - YWewanttoaciuallybethe o (he centers agenda, with

[uture plans. llﬂ‘fi'l'l'l‘lt jririner Makia sel to build enginecring

“From the very beginning we  for the Kingdom e " ind rescarch roles along
saw that it is not only about the  [n technology. sicle  training programs,
Ringdom and its not only about  Mikke Lavant .F , bootcamps, and certifica-
MENA" he said. “' P --In !‘ "" f thns Tocused on AT and

“With the knowledge, with
all the young engineers, we're
working i ol with Uwe univer-
sifics; we have here an mielli-
gence hub that can beneft Nokia
elobally.” he added,

Yy automation for the selected
sSandi talent.

Lavanti utcherseored
=oftware as a specific
sector for
Nokias focus

in the Kingdom as he pointed management, automated opera-

io the company's previous work  tlons, revenne-generating
with si¢ around the 2025 Hap apphcations and quantum-sale
SCASON 35 AN exampe, networks, as Nokia continues

That experience, he s=aid, to explore how locally made
showeased (o MNokia  that  software can be Saudi blueprints
software created in the Kingdom o further iInnovation.

ol have reach imternationally, I we gel il working hepe, 1
ppening doors of opportunity  think that the market glohally
for Saudi technology to reach  will bethere” Lavanti sabd

export markets, MNok1a's Fliyackh K&l

Lavanti went on to list areas center [ollows an agreement
that have potential for contin-  announced earlier this  vear
wons work, such as traffic between Nokia President and

Mokli s mew
reEsaarch and
daovelopment
comter in Riyadh
will focus on Al-
powered network
automation and
archestration

s e,
|_|:|||_.|_.|! L I.I|I.J

CEO Justin Hotard and the Saadi
1|1II1!".|I:I|' -c:-l' COrmmeunGE NS
aftdd Informnation Techinol ogs

The company 15 also looking
forward to the Ringdom's
I;l|.|l.'l|t'|'|jj!|L'. mecEd-events,
including Expo 2080 Rivadh and
Lhe 204 FIFA Warld Cup,

“"Five wears [rom here, we
want o actually bhe the preferred
partner [or the Ringdom in
technology, m what we call
the oonnecting intelligence”
Lavant sakd.

Mergers and acquisilions drive Saudi growlth

TALATYT ZAKI HAFIL

ik uncertainty over glodaal
rowih, inferest rates and
CNCTEY prices, businesscs
face mounting pressure from
trade dismptions, geopolitical
conllicts and sapply chaln valnerabilities
These conditions underscore the
necd for resilient businesses that
are financially strong, supported by
ridaust supply chain and capable of
navigating challenging markets
Against this backdrop, mergers and
aoguisitions have emerged as powerful
dAr1vers ol grow ih, COMpeUivEness
and economic trinsformation
Bt thear suceess deponds on maore
than agreeing on valnation and commer-
cial terms. Regulatory complexity,
euliaral integEralion, Eovernance, de
citlipence, and the alignment of peogle
and strategy can determine whether
a lFansechon creales Bisting wilue,
Crlobal M&A achivily strengthencd

sigrtifrcantly in 2025, with anmouanced i Cotporate Mergers and Acquisitions pinel Buaabd resilbeni LTI LAY chain=

deal value reaching approximately and Investment Opportunities Formm® Expected synergws showld be realistc,
SH17.3 trillion (346 trillion), up 43 on Aug. 31, bringing together public mcasurable and backed by a credible
percent from 2024 and the strongest and privale-sector representatives, post-iransaciion integration plan.

annual performance since 20210 I had the privilege of moderating the e diligence should extend beyomd

Saekll Arabka also recorded [orum™ third session, “The Regulator fimancial performance and valua
sithstantial activity, and Supervisory Framework for Mergers tiomn i legal oblisations, reeulatory

The Generad Authority for Competition anl Acqulsitions in the Kingdom,” approvals, tax exposure, operatbonal
pereivedd 427 ecomomic comnceEntration appli- T ses=ion examined the rmobe o Fisks, contraciual commiitments,
cations valued at approcamately SH2 trillion rulators in reviewing transactions and povernance, worklorce implications,
in 2025 and isswed a record 269 no-objpec promoting competition, the framework corporite culture, cybersecurity, data
tion decisions, up 23 percent fronms 20024, governing deals invalving listed compa- proftection and intellecteal property.

In the industrial sector, Saadi Aramco nies, and the suppaort provided by relevant Companies must also assess whether they
|'-:'-|1|.||-!|'I|'|| ks 5601 BilHon m IR aihoriies lor imvesimend transaciaogns., have the financial ancd gl capaciy
tan ol a 70 percent stake in SABIC It also explored MEA as a tool for the to complete and integrate the ransaction
from the Public Investment Funed, growth and long-term sustainabality of without disrapting existing operations.

logether, these transactions show hiow SME= An M&A transaction should not Clear governance, transparent decision
MEA can consolidate industries, achieve be pursued simply to expand or increase making. regulalory comphance and
eronoamnies of scale, integrate suppy chalns market share, Companics should first continuous monitoring of post-transaction
and develop strategic capabilities while establish a clear strategic rationale and ouboomes are essential to ensuring that
gupparting economic diversification, determine whether the deal can create MEA achleves its strategic obhjectives

Apainst thils backdrop, the Rivadh - ::JII'I 'I'_':_:' _'_'."_ :';_'I'_ gae sustainable value, improve efficlency, fosteq wiille supporting fair competition and
Chamber onganized the "Legal Aspects K@ TalntHafiz inovation, strengthen competitiveness long-1erm marke! development
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The agency expects a sharp econamic rebound as LNG Nlows narmalize and preduction bagins from the North Field expansion, 45/F e

Arab Mews Facdh

Qatar and the UAE retained
thedr high soverelgn

credit ratings In separate
assessments by Flich
Ratings and S&P Global
Ratings, highlighting

the financial strength of
the Gulf economies even

as the reglonal conflict
continues to disrupt

energy exports and trade.,

Fitch affirmed Qatar's long-term
ssuer  default ratings ar “AA"
and removed the coantry from
Hatimg Watch Negative, although
it maintained a negative outbook
becanse of contimiing risks to
liquefied natural gas  exports
and infrstructure,

The mbng action reflects
reduced risks of hother severe
damage o Qatars LNG facilities
since March, Fitch sakd.

In s latest report, Fitch sakd the
“AA" rating reflects Qatars high
eross domestic product per capita,

ASSESSMENT

Qatar’s ‘AA rating holds
despite regional turmoil

UAE's diversified economy, fiscal buffers provide resilience

which i= among U highest in the
workd, and 15 lange sovereign
asets, The ratings agency added
that higher gas production is
expecied o farther sirengthen
the countrys pablic finances
and support 3 relatively flexible
Fscal position,

The affirmeation Follows a period
of heightened regional tensions
that disrupted shipping through
the Strait of Hormuz, with Fitch
warndng that further damage o
LNG infrastructure or prolonged
disruption to  hydrocarbon
proshuction and transport  oould
negatively affect the country’
reting in the future.

"The rating actions capture the
risk fironm a further prolongation of
the period in which Gatar cinmnot
export LNG o the soverelgn
balance sheet, which has held up
weldl so far” Fitch said

Fitch expects Qatars eoonoarmy
I contract 188 percent n 20026
because of lower LNG prodoc
ton due to the dismaption in the
stradt of Hormuz, Mon-oll growth

FASTFACTS

® Fitch removes Qatar from
Rating Watch Negative but

keeps a negative outlook,

& Qatar's sconomy forecast to
contract 18.8 parcent in 20286

amid lower LNG production.

= 55PF maintaing a stabla
gutlook for the UAE amid
regional and global risks.
15 al=o expected o weaken,
reflecting  lower activity  in

chownstream incustries and lewer
tourist arrvals.

The agency expects a sharp
econombe rebound as LNG fows
narmalize amd production begins
from the North Field expansion,

“A [urther mmping up of
output from the North Ficld will
uncherpin growth that will stay in
doubbe digits in 20287 sadd Fitch.

Potential rating upesrades could
fodloww a reduction in hydrocarbon
dbepsendence, Iproversents

in povermance and a sustained
dechine m  geopolitical  nisks,
provided Qatar mainiains strong
fiscal and external balance sheeis

UAE rating

separately, 5&P Global Ratings
alfirmmed the TAES long- and
shor-lerm  foreign- and  local-
CLrmency soverecign credit ratings
at “AAA-D" with a stable outlook,
citing the countrys substantial
financial amnd external huffers,

In its latest report, the credil
rating agency sakd that the UAE'S
spthstantial  liscal, economic,
extermal amd  policy  Hexability
continues o provide an effechve
buffer agninst regional and global
AWK,

This comes after Moodys
affirtmesd the TUAES “Aad™ long-
ferm sovercign rabimges with a
stahle outlook in June, citing the
country's stromg financial buffers,
bow federal debd and diversi-
ficd cconomy despite disrup-
tions o trade throush the Strait
o Hormnze,

INDUSTRY

Feypl signs
$2bn deal

[o boosl lire
production

Arab Mews J=adah

Chinas Linglong Group has
signed  a  memorandum  of
understanding  with  Egwplt's
Ministry of Industry to develop
an  imtegrated tire  manofec-
turing complex with planned

investments of abowat 52 billion,
creating more than 50040 johs
amd supplying domestic and
internalional markets

The project will produce
tires for passenger cars, buses
amd equipment, as well oas
comvevar belts, according to the
Egypiian Cabinet.

The complex will also include
supporting  industries  and
production  inputs,  including
carbon black and steel cords.

The initiative comes as Egypt

seeks  to  develop  domestic
passenger-car  dre  produc-
LR and reduce ils reliance

on imporis.
The country imports neardy
& million tires anouwally al an

estimated cost of S1.25 hillion.
The undertaking is intended
to deepen local manufacturing
aml establish an  integrated
value chain for the tire industry,

HIGHLIGHT

The project will produce
tires for passenger cars,
buses and equipment, as

well as conveyor balts.

while supporting technology
transter and the development of
local skills,

The Minister of Industry
said the complex will include
a mumbéer of  supporting

indusiries amd  production
inputs, incheding carbon black
arad  steel cords, contributing
o decper local manulaciuring
and the development of an
integrated value chain.

The Mol was signed by Egypl's
Industry  Minister  Khaled
Hashem and Wang Lin, vice
chairman of Linglong Group, in
the presence of Prime Minister
Mastafa Madbouly, Hashem
said the =migning was part of
cfforts to sirengthen industrial
and Investment oocoperation
between Exvpt and China,

He added that the initiative
wotld support technobogy and
knowledge transfer and buailkd
local skills and capabilities.

Bi=Briets

THE BEST OF THE REST

Growth
Brazils trade

surplus beats
expectations

Brazil posted a trade
sl of 574 billlon in
Az, as eXports grew
faster than imy»orts,

Th result topped the 571
billion surplus Forecast by
analy=ts in a Rewters poll

Exports rose 12.2 percent
vear on vear to £335.2 hillion,
while imports increased 8.2
percent to $25.8 billion,

The commodity-exporting
powerhouse saw Copper ore
shipments surge 2241 percent
froam a vear earlier, helping
drive the strong perfornmance.

The result was aklso supporied
by donble digit growih in
exports of crude ofl, soybeans,
coffee and fueds. Reuters

Trade
South horea's

CXPOris sSurpass
full-year record

Sotith Korea's exports have
resached S704.4 hilllon so
far this vear, surpassing
last year's annual record,
thve custorns offiee sakd.

The country's exports hil
57043 bilbion last yvear, a second
comnsecutye anmual record.

Asias fourth-largest
ECONONY 15 on irack toreach
31 trllion in annual exports
by early December, becoming
the fourth country to hil
the milestone after the US,
China and Germany, From
Jamuary to Auguest thas year,
semiconducion exports
increased by 1A percent to
S281 billion compeared 1o the
s period last vear. Reuters

Chart of
THE DAY

In Q2 of 2024, the Phillppines
had the highest video

Eaming usage rench,
runking first with a gaming
penetration of 87.1 percent.

Howng oatistn

GLOBAL GAMING PENETRATICHN
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FOR THE TRAIN OR ON THE PLANE

The Profiteers

CHRISTOPHER MARCLUIS

In an age when business wiorkd gaslight to evade
leaders profess dedication to responsibditins, says & raview
principles of amdirenmantal published on goodresds. com.
and social justios, E*,rl:'inEir'tE to light
Christopher Marguis’ AR ideas that today

probe into the real mmﬂ'ﬂ are on the fringe,
oosks nf-ﬂ-l:lrig el Marquis outhres a new
business reveals the regenerative paradigm
way the corporate a} for business in society.
Rating Pallcy
Fitchupgrades Britain eases
Portugal to A+ infrastructure

on fiscal gains

Fitch raised Portugal's
soverelen rating to “A+" from
“AJ s second upgrade in

a year, citing strengthened
public finances and declining
sovernment delbit.

“Policy prudence, repeated
fiscal outperformance and
persistent current account
surpluscs have enhanoed
economic resilience and shock
absorplion capacity,” it sand

The Finance Ministry
said that the upsrade
demotstrates international
investors' conlidence in the
Portuguese economy, The
country had reported in
July that its cconomy grew
(LB percent in 2. Rewtars

approval rules

Britain’s Treasury said that it
wortlld kwer a Key rate wsed
1o evaluate the long-term
benefits of iInvestment in
pubhic infrastructure projects
as part of plans to boosi
investment across the country.
The discount rate used
for appradsing public
spending will be cut to 3
percent from 3.5 percendt,
the Treasury said detaling
reforms to its "Green Book."
Discounting is how the
Treasury compares costs and
benefits that arrive atl different
points th time — treating £100
today as worth more than the
promise of L100in future.
Reuters

e Follow Arab Mews Briefs all through the day @ArabNews
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Almosaler’s collaboration with
AWS and SAF marks a sirategic leap
forward in our digital evolution.

Muzzammiill Ahussaln

CED of Avrweaafoe Triesd gt Sons @ ot
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FROM THE WORLD OF BUSINESS AND COMMERCE

Thraugh RISE with SAP on AW S, Almosafer will migrate its misslop-critical enterpriss systems 1o a secure, scalable, sfd high-pearfarmancs cloud anvirenmaent,

Sandi travel company Almosafer
Travel amed Tourism Co, has
announced plans to migrate s
enterprise resource planning to
HISE with SAFon the AWS cloud.
Marking a significant milestone
in Almosafer’s digital journey,
this imitiative will strengthen
Almaosafers technodogy founda-
tod, enhance opserational agility.,
and position the company' for its
next phase of growth as Sawds
Arabia continues to builld one
af the worlds [astest-growing
tourism destinations tn e with
Satpdi Vision 20050,

Through RISE with 5AP on
AWS,  Almosalfer will migrale
its  mussig-cnibcal | enferprise
syvstems o a secure, scilable, and

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION

high-performance cloud environ-
ment, The deployment will enable
Almosafer o umfy data acroess
its diverse business portfolio and
ntroduce next-generation digital
capabtlities powered by advanced
analytics, automation, and AL
By leveraging RISE with SAP on
AWS, Almosafer will benefit froam
Al-epmabled intelligence, grealer
operational  inspht.  predictive
business  forecasting, enhanced
customer  personalization, and
amarter resource  opfimization,
ensring  faster,  data-driven
e =pon-makiig TS
the crganizatyon.

The transformation grengthens
governance, inanclal effbciency,
Procuremaen management,

business Al and enterprise
visibility, while providing real-
tme  business inteflpence  that
supports proactive planning and
sipstained prowth. This Al-ready
dhigital foundation enhances
Almosafers ocore operations
and enables the company to
continee  shaping  innovative
ravel solutions and experiences,
supporting the Rimgdom's rapiadly
evolving tounsm landscape,
Transforming its on-premises
ERF landscape to cloud-based
Busines Sulte peflecis Almosal-
er's long-standing collaboration
with both AWS and SAP. These
relationships  have been budl
over years ol shared commitment
to advancing digital immovation

CRITICAL COMMUNICATIONS

From connectivity to continuity:
resilience as a national necessity

There i= a moment in the svolu-
tion of every nation when infra-
structure ceases to be o supportimg
fumction and becomes a sirategic
mecessiny, Sadl Arabia Is expert-
encing such a noment oday,

For decades, connectivity was
soell a5 a symbaol of progress,
Expanding networks, improving
coverage, amd increasing digital
acoess  helped  transform how
people, businesses, and mstiio-
tons operate, Yel, a8 econombes
have becwne mcreasingly inler-
connected amnd dependent  on
techmology, a new reality has
emerged:  Comnectivity alone
5 o longer enough. The tre
challenge i continuity,

While connectivily enables
communication, continuity
ensures  thai  communication,
coordination, and crtical opera-
Hons  remain unimierrupled
when they matter mosi. It is the
foundationof resitlence inaworkd
where even briel disruptions can
hive significant opserational amd
COOMGNC CONSCOUETICeS,

This shift has fundamentally
ransformed the role of
eritieal CrEnmunica-
o in Saudi Arabia

By Khaled bin
lorahim Al-Dharrob

What was onee viewed as a
specialized operational capability
has become a cornerstone of
national resilience. From energy
networks  and  transportation
syslems o health care institu-
tioms and government operations,
criical communications now
form part of the critical infra-
strocture: that supports economic
stability, operational continuity,
and national developmeni.

As Saudi  Arabla  continues

it Visionn 2030 transformation
Joumey, the imporance of resal-
ent commumications mfrastruc:
ture has become increasingly
Kingdonm's
chigttization,

clear. The
imenls  In

invest-
sETn

infrastructure, amd  advanced
lechnodogies are creating new
opportunitics for growth and
innovation. At the same time,
greater connectivity brings
preater complexity, making conti-
nuity and coordimated operations
more important than ever.

In response, critical ocomomu-
nications  are  evodving  beyond
stancdalone connectivity into
integrated operational environ-
menits, Solutions such as Business
Critical Network by stc and
Hadath platform  reflect this
evolution, helping organizations
mainiain confinuity, strengthen
coordination, amd operate with
greater  confidence when
matters most. Communications,
data, and operational insighis ane
being browrhi tosether to support
more informed decision-making
and a greaier understanding of
complex operating environmentis.
The chijective is no longer simply
o transmit information, but o
provide organzations with the
clanty and confidence needed
to operate effectively under any
circumstances, and this is exactly
what specialized by e has been

working to enabde.

The= wiriter (s ohisf sascuthes
o epsaciabizad Dy atc

actoss Sanddl Arabia’s tourism and
praved] landscape,

“Almcealer’s collabormation with
AWS amd SAP marks a strategic
leap forward in our digital evolu-
fthom a8 we oontinue to baild a
world-class  technology founda-
thon that supports our ambitions
erowth jourmey. This transforma-
BN 10 (e LR L b B Lix 1.'|'ir|'| Il'lllil.illl.l!'l"lll
agality, resilience, and data intel-
ligence, ensuring we are fully
cquipped to support Sawdi Arabia’s
rapidly expanding  itravel and
foirism ecosysiem i line with
Vision 2030, Il provides a high-
poerformance digital  backbone
IeCeA Y Lo managEe e tra)ectory
towvard 150 million annual visitors,
COSUrng our ofecrations can scale

Major tech move to
power Almosafer growth

geamtlessly to meel the national
ambition,”  sabd  Muzeanmil
Alus=ain, chaed execubive,
Almosafer Travel and Tourism Co.

“RISE with SA1 will provide
Almosafer with a unified cloud
platform  that connects core
bausiness processes, data, and Al
capalilities across the organiza-
kot By moving its ERP landscape
toy the cloud with AWS, Almosafer
is establishing a scalable disital
foundation that can support
continued inmovation and opera-
tbonal resilience as Sauach Arabla’s
travel and tourism seclor expands
under Yision 2050 sid Ahmed
Al-Faily, senbor vice president and
managing director, SAP Middle
East and Africa — Narth

ACADEMIC STUDY

KACST and Imperial College

London join forces for
guantum brain research

King Abcdulaziz City For Science and
Techmoboey has stgned a research
paninership with Imperial College
Lomdon to advanee guantum brain
research, stidy quantum mechan-
wal  phenomena, amd  conmect
guaniumscience with enganeering,
neuroscienice, and  biochemisiny.
The agreement was simed in the
presence of President of BACST Dy,
Munir Ekdesoukl, on the sidelines
of thee Queanium Forem, organised
b the Cemter for the Fourth Tndus-
tral Reveldution in Saich Aralia,
an afhibate of the World Economuic
Formuum. The event was held in
parinership with RACST  and
King Salman Science Oasas, tnder
the theme “Slaping the Fulure
ruantum Workhore”

The parinership focuses on
developing an  enginecring
framework fo study quantum
properties associaled  wath
neuronal cell membranes and
the role of Bty acids in neural
signaling, It also Includes the
development of measurement
and testing technolomes and tools
that bring tosether gQuantom
electronics, semibconducionrs,
blcmimethc  platforms, and

neuroimaging. In addition, the
partnership includes a rescarch
irack examining the relation-
ship between maternal fatty acid

nutrithon and Ffetal brain develop-
ment and funchion, particularty
in relation o copnitive abilities.
Director General of the Bioen-
gineering Instiiute at  BACST
D, Mai Alzageh said the partner-
shap 15 focused on abvancing
quantum brain rescarch as part of
RACETs efforts to support mulii-
disciplinary research that brings

FASTFACT

Tha partnership focuses on
developing an engineering
framework to study quantum
propertes associated with neu-
ronal call membranes and the role

of fatty acids in neural signaling.

togrther lundamental science and
promising technological applica-
tions, enabling Sawdi rescarchers
o participate in this scientific field

Head of Research at  the
Quamtum  Brain  Laboratory
gl Impenal Caollege  London

Professor Mark Johnson said
the collaboration represenis a
gigmificant milestone in quaninm
i
quanium phivsics, Deuwniscpence,
cngineening. and  biochem-
istry within a testable research
framewark,

research by Integrating

Corporate
Briefs

THE BEET OF THE REST

Electronic Platform

Absher tops
Digital Experience
Maturity Index

The Dightal Governneeni
Authority honored the Ministry
of Interior's electronse Absher
platform after it ranked first
in the B3 Diarial Experi-
ence Marity Index, achiev-
g & scoie of D438 pesrcemil,
The honor was given dharmg
LEAP 2026 in Rivadh,

The Mimistry of Inferior
participated for the fifth tme
i the glohal techmodosy event,
through a pavilion featuring
specitlized technological ays-
Leerries i securty and el salety,
traffic safety, securty cameras,
dipgital services, institutsonal
seTvices, amd rapid response.

The mindstry's pavilion
Olfered visitors an mbegrated
experience highlghting its

Jourmeey of leverasing teche

noloey to cnhance secunty
and safety and continuously
improye services for cifizens,
resbidents, and visitors.

Humanitarian Ald

WAMY hosts eye

surgery campaign
in Cameroon

The Workd Assembly of Muskim
Youth concluded s 132th eve
surEery mibative in Maroua,
Cameroon, as part of its ha-
nuEatarian programs provid-
ing medical care aned helplng
reshipoe Lhe catises of visual
impairment and blindness,

The medical team conducted
L0 medical examinations amd
performed 3546 surperies.

The bemeficiaries expressed
their gratitude for the medical
servioes. They thanked Sauchi
Arabia for its ongoing humani-
tanan and reficl efforts in Afnca
b alleviate the suffering of
thsose in need and improve their
livinse ancl health conditions,

Digital Solutions

Al-Baha
University inks
deal with IBM

Al-Baha Universsly signed a
framsework cooperation agroe
metst with IEM Sandi Arabia on
thee shidelines of LEAP 2026 in Hi-
yadh o strengthen cooperation
In technodogy, diglal solwtsons,
and digrtal transformation.

Al-Baha University Fresi:
dent Dr, Abdullah bin Yahya
Al-Hussain, [EM Consulting
Senior Viee President and
Chief Operating Officer Modea-
e AL, and severa] alficials
attencled the siEmings

The partnership establishes
a framework for coopseration in
technology and dezital fields,
developing odnt opportunities
and projects, and leveraging
[EM's experise and techaod-
Oy solutkons o support digital

translormation and inmovation.
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SAUDI FOOTBALL

5 talking points from 5th round
of Saudi Pro League season

®Al-Nassr show they don't know when they re beaten ®@Al-Hilal keep their perfect run going to go top

John Buwerden London

The Sawdi Pro League
season Is getting into s
stride alter five games,
with champlions Al-Nassr's
104} percent record over
following a 2-1 loss against
Al-Ittihad, while Al-Hilal
kept their perfect run

golng Lo go lop.

Here are five things we learmed
from the latest round of action.

One comeback too far

for Ange Postecoglon
Al-Massr have shown this scason
that they do not know when
they are beaten, That is the mark
of champions, bt it did mot
happen this ime as they lost 2-1
at Al-Tttihadd.

After starting the season
with four straight wins, it
was a strange fecling. Even
when Al-Iitihad took a two-goal
lead, there was never a sense
that the game was over,
especially as both were scored in
the frst quarter. When Angelo
pulled one back before the
break, the visiting supporiers
started to et exclied,

There were chances in Lhe
secomdd hall as Al-Nassr played
well. Cristiano Ronaldo came
chose amd then, in the final
manmenis, Sadio Mane had
the best opportunity of all,
running through on goal only
for the Senegalese star 1o see
his shot hounce back off
Predreag Rajkowvic,

a0, the comcback never came
and now it is time for coach
Postecosloan to show that his
team can bounce back from
defeat and, with Al-Hilal looking
sy @000, there may not be room
for many more slips.

i3 Al-Ahli win but
all is not well

Al-Ahll thrashed Al-Rivadh 5-0
b0 et back o winming ways biit
akl 15 not well by the Red Sea.

You do not often hear players
atd coach come out after such a
big win to criticize the fans bt
the supporters are ot happy,
successive defieats at the hands
ool Al-Eholosted e AHilal did
ol help bit the cissatisfhction
poes back further,

Preparations for the new
season were not helped by
the sudden departure of
sipreessiul hesd conch Matihias
Taizsle to Newcastle, His
successor, Marno Pusic, was
not seen as being of the same
quality or stature.

something simikar can
be =aid for the plavers too,
Former Barcelona midfielder
Frampck Ressie et to be replaced
by the litthe-known Artem
Bondarenko and the Ukrainian
was booed by fans in the win,
prompting pushhack from
teamimates and coach.

With Al-Hilal spending hig in
the transfer market and Al-Ahl
nok doing so, the mood is not
what vou would expect at a club
that successiully defended its
Axian title just a few months ago.

Al-Hilal look
ominous
Just days after defeating

Al-Ahl 3-0, Al-Hilal dispatched
Al-Shabab 2-0 to make it
fve wins out of Ave, It was
ned a garme that will live too
long in the memory bl the
kind of routine win that all
potential champions necd to
he able to deliver.

hMany eves were an the
recently recridled stars from the
English 'remier League: Gabriel
Martinelli, who was making
his debast, and Ollie Watkins,
plaving in only his second game.
Meither managed to get on
the scoresheet or make a huge
difference but when there 18
such strength in depth, it does
nid really matter,

After bve games, Al-Hilal
hawve 15 points and have scored
I7 goals. What is perhaps most
ominous for the rest of the
league is that this really could
have been a much higger win as
the: Blues wasted chance alter
chanoe, If they do find ther

shooting boots then Al-Hilal are
going to fake some stopping.

4 Al-Ittihad have a
“ ' star in Henikhena
After Al-Tiihad defeated Al-Nassr
2-1, Ange Postecoglou, the coach
of the bosing team, saidd that the
st only played for 15 mibmoes.
That was a bil mean-spirited
but, even il true, that 1= all you
e when there i o striker Hke
George lenikhena

The Nigenan, signed from
AS Monaco earlier this vear, is
just 20 and has all the attributes
for becomiee a star in the beague,
Fast, powerful and athletic, he
certainly knows where the poal is,
s he demonstmied with both the
goils he scored early in the game.
He is a handful for any defence,

This scason, he has already
soored five zoals i the keague and
cups Al-Iftthad do nod kool to have
cpuilte settled under new coach
Jens Wissing yed but have already

FAST
FACTS

= Al-Ahli
thrashed
Al-Riyadh 5-0
to get back
to winning

ways but all
iz not well by

thea Rad Sea

® After

five games,
Al=Hilal have
15 points and
have socored

17 goals.

Just diys
after defeating
Al-Akll, Al-Hilal

dimpatchaec
Al=-Shabah 2-0

te maks i five
winm out of five.,

Many ayes wara
an the recanthy

roordlted stors.
o/ EAlnial_ PG

defeated Al-Qadsiah and now
Al-Nassr. This seasomn is already
kooking better than the last.

= Al-Qadsiah
« ¥ clinical as title

race talies shape
Al-Qadsiah will be very

happy to have won 2-0 at
Dirivah, the newly promoded
team that had adapted well 1o
Uife dn ehee top Aight., T was a
tight clash that cowld have gone
cither way. In the end, Qadsiah
were just a little more clinical
in fromt of goal with Julian
Quinomnes and Mateo Retegul
making the dilference,

The title race: is already takimg
on some shape. It would not be
a surprise if the top Ave from
Last season ended ap as the top
five this time around. Cither
teams are booling solid, such as
Neom, Ettifzg and Al-Khodood,
bt breaking into the lop five is
goang to be tough

Antonelli takes Italian GP win from back

AFP Konza

Rimd Antonelll produced 3
dazzling drive from the back
al the grid to see off Mercedes
teammate George Russell and
win the [talian Grand Prik at
Monza on Sunday.

It marked a3 seventh victory
of the season for the 20-year-
odd Italian, who won his home
grand prix for the Arst time and
siretched his lead at the top of

the championship
bo G5 proints.

He is the first domestic winner
of the lalian GP since Ludovico
aciarfiot in 1966,

Max Verstappen finished third
in his Ked Bull ahead of the
McLarens of lLando Norrvis and
Oscar Plastrt, Seven-time waorld
champion Lewis Hamilton gave
the many Ferran fans something
iy cheer ax e munded off
the top =ix.

standings

ADAZZLING DRIVE

SPEEDREAD

The mce started in dramatic

fashion when Charles Leclerc
slarmmead his Farrar off the

track and into barriers.

The race started In dramaiie
fashion when Hammblions
teamimaie Charles Leclere

slnmmeed] his Fervar off the track
and into harmiers

The Monegasque, who is a
fwo-time winner at Monza,
lost control on the extt of the
parabolica at the end of lap
two, going straight into  the
geravel amnd flying side on into
the tire barricers.

Leckere  stepped out  of
the car, looking winded bt
eherwise unhur,

The race was
with
HaVIng

red-flagmed
Rissell in  the leswd,
overlaken  pole-sitter

of grid

Picrre Gasly of Alpine.

Antonelli, who began at the
back of the field in 15th after
excecding the permitted number
of power unit changes, had
dlready moved his way up (o
12th and once the race restarted
continued to pieck his  way
throgh the Geld,

On lap 18, he hit the front for
the first time but that was the
gtart of a desperate doglight
with Russell.

Sport
Briefs

THE BEET OF THE REST

Draam caraar

Taylor bows out
as undisputed

champion

Ireland’s Katie Taylor ended
her career in style, the most
decorated female boxer
beating Frances Flora Pili by
umanmeus decision to hang
up her gloves as an undispat-
ed world super-lightweight
champion before an 83,000
Croke Park crowl

Tavlor. now 40 but too
much for her 20-year-old op-
ponent, finished her 10-year
professional career on a high
with a 26-1 record and an ar-
ray of belis. Reuters

FIFA

Infanting
will seck

reclectlon

FIFA President Gianmni Infan-
tino remnains committed fo
standing for reclection amad
renewed opposition to his
candkickacy after a bodched
plan to sell a stake in FIFA
Ccoinpetitions to prviake
imvestors, a spokesperson for
the global soccer body said
on Sumnday.

Indantino, who bad previ-
ously announced that he
wodild seek a fourth term in
March mext vear, has faced
calls to resign [rom UEFA, the
AFC and CONCACAF, after
his plan to sell a 20 percent
stake i the Waorld Cup
amd] other FIFA evenits was
scrapped amid widespread
hacklash in July. Reuters

N
Us Open
Swiatehk prefers

playing on
Grandstand

Arthur Ashe Stadiuwm's nodse
andl spectach: are a big pard
of the 1S Open's appeal, bt
Iga Swiatek said she did not
mind swapping the tourna-
mienit's biggest and most
badsterons venue for the
more infimate surmoundings
of the Grandstand.

With a capacity of nearty
24,000, the main showoourt
1= the beating heart of the
vear's final Grand Slam
anid ane of tenniss loudest
stages, dwarfing the oulside
wene whiere Swiatek
secured a F-603) T-603) third-
round victory over Mane
Bouzkova. Reuters

Follow Arnb News

° Beriefs all through the
day ArabMeows



Watermelon Pioctures has acquired ‘Everything Is
Not OK,' a doocumentary by director Dewv Benegal
thut Follows the life of artist Judith Blism Riddy
Maarehie, 'Palestine 36° director Armamaria
Jacir | pletured | wighed on as sascutive producer

-

MurexdOr

he Morex dUr returned
i Lehanon for another
celebration of the reglon's
eilerainment industry,
bringing together some of
Ehwe Arah world's most
recarnisabde mames.

\

Nancy hhoury

The S¥Han aciress receyed
an award celebrating
excellence in acting, She
sore a Sainid Robelsy @own,

Bassem Feghali

Lebanese entertainer
Bassem Feghali, known fog
his comic performances and

LI eerROmatbans, Was honoaped

wilh an exceptiomal
talend award.

Akhras

Jordanian sinmer amd

somewriter Akhras was named
the Ceremony's New Arab Artist,
marking his prowing influence

an the reglonal music soeme.

Amr Saadd

Egvpilan actor Amr Sand
Lok fome e awara lor
Best Egyplian Arab Aclor in
Dirama for “Efrag”

Marilyne Naaman

Lebanese sciress and singep

Marilymne Naaman received

the Artistic Excellence award,

celebrating her contribation
io the industry.

Randa haady

Leebanese aciress Randda
Faacly was honored wiLh
the Best Supporting Role
award for her work in the

sty " Hil Haram,”

[']

yanna

[C

dSES

new muslic

Arab News Jubial

Palestinlan Chilean singer
Elvanna has returned with
“BOSA” a playiul new
single that blends Arabic
and Latin influences while
turning traditional ideas
about romance and gender
roles on thelr head.

Foelesess] o the weeliend,
the upbsat track is her
first new music release in
almost three years, following
diebut album “Woledta™
Produced by Moroocan
hitmaker RedUne, =BOSA™
combines Arabic lvrics and
melodies with Latin-insplred
pop and o contemporary,
stacdium-ready sound. The track
also draws on the rhythms of
mried- 20008 dance-pop, giving
it a bright, energetic feel,
Al the heart of the song
is & plaviul reversal of
thie treditbonal roles often
seefl 1N romantic songs
The acocompanying music
vidieo continues the theme,
presenting Elvanna and &
Erouap al wornen aking control
ol thear sirroundings and
challenging cxpectations.
"BOSA" prrives at a sigmih
cant moment in Elyanna's
rapcly expanding international

carceT. This summer, the
singer featured alonsside
Canadian artist Jessie Revez
on “lluminate,.” an afficial
songE from the FIFA World
Cup 2026 soundirack, before
she pierlorimed at the opseniing
ceremony in Toronto

The collaboration followed a
string of global milestones for
Elvanna, including becoming
LAwe st artist 1o perform
i [ull Arabic-language set
at Coachella in 200223 and
perlorming in Araldic on
*The Late Show with Stephen
Colbert.” She has also collabo
rated with Coldplay on the
British bands world tour,

In Abgist, Elvannd
announoed that she will
feature on the forthcoming
album from masked Egyptian
mugician TulSte, pairing two of
Arab pop's FISIRE Y OLng acts,

Ihe collaboration was
confirmed after a stadio
photograph surfaced showing
Elvanna alongsede TulSbe and
his longtime collaborator,
Emyptian producer Moataz
Maady. Elvanna is set to
appear on the record, titled
“Siadecg El-Bernmameg”

The singer has also fronted
fashion campaipns for US
brandd Coasch ancd Swedish
high streel retailer H&M.
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Liam Galaghar, rght,
and Moel Gnllagher. &SF

N

(asis
documentary
rocks Venice
Film Festival

AP Venloe

The (zallarher brothers broasehi
safme rock str energy 1o a sleepy,
and sweaty, Yenice Film Festival
Saturday, where the documen-
Eary aboul thelr reimon o
madde its world premiere. And
fike true rock stars, afier giving a
Few waves for photographers on
the Lido docks, they skipped the
wile “news conferemee" hit,

“Ohasis: Don’t Loow Back in
Anger,” = part concert film and
part exploration of the conten
trous redationship betwesn Noe|
and Liam Gallazher, whose long
held feud led to Casis disbanding
in 20008 in spectacularly theat-
Flical Cashlon after a backadape
altercaion moments before they
wiere due on stage in Paris,

I'hi band was founded n
working-class Manchester,
'I'.|'||.'_I.1||||_ in 14998 andd became ope
ol the most pogalar British acts o
the EOER S,

The film boolkes @i the phenorm-
enon of Oaesis and Uhe prckhy
persomalities behind the hit songs,
muost of which were written by
the edder Gallagher brother, Noel,
from “Wonderwall™ io ¥ Live
Forever" [t e hucles never-belope-
sent rehearsals (where everyone
tenses as Linm walks ind and what
was, then at beast, thedr first jodnd
Interview in 25 vears.

Filmmakiers Dylan Southern
anid Will Lovelace spodie to the
brothers separately before the
richearsals had started, and then
together while the tour was in
full swing, to reflect the truc
progresséon of the relationship.

“We set out o make a film about
the recone diation of Dwao vk hers,
mbamous for ther volatle
redationship, bt we also wanted
to make a film about the power of
matishe and the way Oasds” songs
have continued to lave a life of
their owm, as the band lay dormand
For 15 years,” the filmmakers said
L i chimectors’ statement

A haunted house carries generations of Palestinian trauma

Sumalyya Naseem o00al

“Oar Cut of Salt”™ is an extraor
dinary debut partly beciuse it
unclerstamds that the haunted-
Houise story has alaays been
most cfective wihen 1 s, al
heart, a story about people and
the fears they carry with them.
Lhncler Palestinian Amserecan
witer Decna Helin's pen, i
faunted bouse in Haifa that
ol Wik o 1o a Palestinkan
fammudy 15 nod meerely the sile of

a ghost story; it is itself 3 record
of displacement, violence and
belonging, as well as an indict:
meetit of military ocoupation,

Forthcoming from US publisher

Tor's hormor imprint Tor Nighthie
on Sept. 22, the gothic horror
novel fodlows three genera
Hions of Falestinkan wormen amnd
the history embedded in thed
anestral hosme, Dar Savacdl

After Nuhad's death, her grand-
danghter Marina In Chicago
becoimes determined to visat the

hou=e she has inherited that

chie only knows of throueh her

srandmaother’s
stories. Her mother,
Flaifa — named o
Lhe ety her family
lost and carrying
inherited trauma
heraetl — reduc-
lantly agrees (o lel
et go lo Palestine
MNuhad had nod
relirmedd 1o ||IIE'
hogise simce e

Makba of 1948 bt she continued
to carry it in her beart until death.
Kania, her childhosod
Friend, beocomes a #ukde
arm] a b |||;_'|: Comnechng
Marina to her anceslry
Helm's characters
foc] remarkably full
and vibrant even
When ey appein
only braedly. The debul
author's measared
prose moves ceftly
belween the poetic

aned the clear-eved. At times,

her language is lvrical and
atmospheric, siving the house and
its haunting an almost dream-
I=.|-=.|'-:;|||.|.I|I:|.; al others, i hecomes
restraimed and precise, alkowang
soenics to speak without bring
weighed down by narration.

In “Oar Cuot of Salt” the supser-
natural elermenis SR ] T
inaclequacy' ol ordkinary language
o dhescribe the psychodogical
CLIPIELELAE IR ol [ |'I| I':'i|III|"iIl::lII

and [srach mulitary oocupalion,



