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IN BRIEF

Houthis
attack
Saudi

B CAIRO: Yemen's Iran-
backed Houthi rebels
said on Satarday that
they fired missiles and
drones at Sandi Arabla
in response to Saudi air-
strikes on the strategic
Red Sea city of Hodelda,
in another escalation
over vital shipping routes
in West Asia while the US
and Iran vie for control
of the Strait of Hormuz.
Brig. Gen. Yahya Saree,
the Houthis' military
spokesperson, sald the
attack targeted facilities
in the Red Sea cities of
Yanbu and Jizan that
belong to Aramco, the
world's largest ofl compa-
ny. FOREIGN

Building razed

B LUCKNOW: The Lucknow
Development Anthority
on Saturday demolished
the three-storey building
in Allgar) where a fire
had killed 17 people on
June 22, The LDA said the
rlding had been con-
structed illegally. NATION

US trade talks

B CALCUTTA: The Union
commerce minisiry
on Saturday said India
would continue talks with
the US for an “early con-
clusion” of the proposed
bilateral trade agreement,
after Washington imposed
an additional 10 per cent
tariff on imports from
India vmder fresh trade
measures. BUSINESS
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Cockroach protests force historic cabinet exit; Pralhad Joshi made education minister

Youths topple Pradhan
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Abhijeet Diplke holds up a copy of the Constitution as he
celebrates with supporters near Jantar Mantar after the
resignation of Dharmendra Pradhan on Saturday. (Reuters)

LP. YADAV

Now Delhi: The Narendra
Modi government buckled
on Saturdayv before sus-

a product of the student-led
movement inspired by
Jayaprakash Naravan in the
1970s — were well aware of the
possible fallout of such pro-

till the end that the farm laws
woutld not be withdrawn.

The confrontation with
Gen Z could, however, prove
politically more damaging,. It

tained Cockroach Janta longed agitations. has exposed the simmering
Party pressure and got ed- Slogans and soclal media anger among urban vouth
ucation minister Dharmen- posts targeting Modi alongside  voters, long seen as a reliable
dra Pradhan to resign, its Pradhan tooalarmed the BIP.  support base for the BJP. and
reputation for impregna- There is only one compa- shredded the Modi govern-
bility taking a hit from the rable instance during Modi's ment's aura of invincibility
commiry's Gen 7 protesters, Praliind Jouki tenure of a minister being and its power to strike fear in

The CJP, agitating near Jan- forced to resign under public  opponents and critics.
tar Mantar since June 20 for that the minister's resignation tonal charge of the education pressure. Then jumior foreign While the protesters will
Pradhan's exitover exampaper was “outof the question™. ministry. minister M.J. Akbar had to now disperse, thelr success
leaks, announced the “immedi- “To prevent anti-national The resignation came after step down in 2018 after many can embolden similar ag-
ate withdrawal” of its protest forces from exploiting the sit- the government found itself women accused himof sexual itations in the future, BJP
but left behind proof that the uation at Jantar Mantar and cornered, with the Opposttion  harassment during the MeToo  old-timers felt.
formidable Modi administra- across the country, safeguard parties and the CJP insisting movement. The government's latest
tion can be humbled through natonal unity, spare students  that Pradhan’s departare was Pradhan’s resignation 15 retreat, too, appearad to carry
persistent street mobilisation. from legal entanglements, and  non-negotiable, more significant since the afarmerangle.

The government also allow them tofocus on studying A series of damage-con- government seemed to have Pradhan's resignation fol-
promised that all the FIRS reg-  and careers, I have submitted trol measures — from dozens  turned it into a prestige issue.  lowed a late Friday night an-
1stered against the protesters  my resignation to the Honoura- of sackings at the Natlonal His departure marks the sec- noumcement by the Bharativa
in NDA-ruled states would be  ble Prime Minister,” Pradhan’s  Testing Agency to promisescof ond big climb-down by the Kisan Union (Ekta Ugrahan)
withdrawn and they would two-page letter in Hindl, posted  fast-track courts and a stricter  12-year-old Modi government, thatits members would march
face no police action. on his X handle, said. anti-paper-leak law —fafled to  after the repeal of three con- to Delhi on Monday, join the

Pradhan announced his A communiqué from Pres-  satisfy the protesters. tentious farm laws in Novem- Jantar Mantar protest and re-
resignation just hours beforea ident Droupadi Murmu at The spread of the Gen £ ber 2021 following a vearlong main there until the minister
scheduled third round of talks night sald Pradhan’s resigna- protests to heartland cifies too  farmer protest. quit. Government managers
between the government and tion had been accepted and seemed to unsettle the govern- BJP leaders had then ma- feared that this could com-
the CJP. marking arareretreat that consumer affatrs and re- ment. Hgned the protesters as“Khal-  pound the crists.
by a government whose man- newable energy minister Pral- Party insiders sald their istanis” and “anti-nationals”,
agers had till morning insisted  had Joshi had been given addi-  top leaders including Modi —  and Modi had insisted almost CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 »

AMIYA KUMAR Later in the day, the CJP Only if vou raise your voice,
KUSHWAHA said it was withdrawing its they will stay in line. They are

New Delhi: Jantar Mantar
erupted into boisterons cele-
brations as education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan’s resig-
nation capped the Cockroach
Janta Party's gruelling 36-day
sit-in on Saturday.

As spon as the news
broke, CJP founder Abhijeet
Dipke — who had been diag-
nosed with typhold earlier in
the day — jumped with joy and
Kizsed the ground. He billed it
avictory of student power and
democracy. Drumbeats and
Vande Mafaram slogans rent
the air as the crowd waved the
Tricolour and jived to Chak
De, India and Suno Gaur Se
Dumiyaivalo.

agitation after the government
agreed to all its remalining
demands, Including com-
pensation for the families of
students who died by sulcide
following the NEET-UG paper
leak and withdrawal of FIRs
agalnst protesters.

“We have done it,” Dipke
said, adding: “They said thatin
this government, resignation
doesn't happen. We are saying,
Jhukil hal duniva, Jhukane
wala chaive (the world bows
down, it needs someone to
bend it)™.

“Dharmendra Pradhan has
resigned and this 1s the proof
that if von don't get scared,
vou can win. You should not be
scared to speak in a democracy.

sitting in power because of us,”
Dipke added.

Pradhan’s resignation
marked a milestone for the
protesters who insisted it wasa
non-negotiable demand during
thelr tallks with the government.

“Today’s victory 1s a pow-
erful testament to the extraor-
dinary foresight of Dr B.R.
Ambedkar and the framers
of our Constitution. Decades
ago, Babasaheb envisioned a
nation where power flowead
direcily from the people, and
he engineered the framework
to make that possible. Jai Sam-
vidhan! Jai Bhim!” the CJP
posted on X.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 b

A CJP supporter holdsup a placard during the celebrations
near Jantar Mantar on Saturday. (FTI)

Goonda Act
debut threat

RANESH SARKAR AND
JOYJIT GHOSH

Calcutta: Chief minister Su-
vendu Adhikari on Saturday
sald T0 people suspected to have
attacked police and jornalists
during Friday’s paper-leak pro-
test in Caleutta had been iden-
tifled and would face
the lash of the recently
passed Goonda Act.

He claimed that [
these 70 were non-stu-
dents “supplied” by
Cpposition parties, and
identified a number of
mostly Muslim-major-
ity areas as the places
they had come from. He men-
tioned five suspects by name —
making it even clearer that he
blamed the minority commum-
ty for the alleged violence —and
pledged to punish them in a way
that their “next three genera-
tions" would remember it.

The Left students’ organ-
isations that had called the
rally, with support from the
Calcutta unit of the Cockroach
Janta Party, however, accused
BJP “goons” of attacking the
peaceful protestors as well as
targeting the journalists to
tarnish the programme.

“The parties that lost the
elections supplied people

Suvendn
Adhikari

— hardly any of them were
students — from places like
Kidderpore, Rajabazar, Wat-
gunj, Metlabrug, Park Clhrcus,
Akra Fatak, Belgachhia and
Rajarhat-New Town." Suven-
du =aid in the Assembly. “We
have identified 70 people, most
of them notorious criminals.
Seven FIRs have been
registered. and the new
Goonda Act will be in-
voked to punish the of-
fenders.”

If that is done, it
would be the first in-
stance of the newly
passed West Bengal
Public Safety and Con-
trol of Anil-Social Activities
Act — condemned as draconi-
an by the Opposition — being
Invoked in the state,

Police have arrested 11
people — 10 of them Muslims
— from Calcutta and its ad-
joining areas for allegedly as-
saulting cops and journalists
during Friday's rally. The lone
Hindu suspect is from Karaya,
officers said. In Delhl, the Cen-
tre sald no action would be
taken against any of the pro-
testers and promised the with-
drawal of FIRs filed against
them in all NDA-1uled states.

CONTINUED ON PAGE S W

AISA presudent Neha Bura, CPIML Liberation
parliamentary party office-in-charge IN Sai Balaji and
Rahul Gandhi at a media conference in New Delhi on

Saturday. (Reuters)

Opp hails students,
blames Modi, RSS

OUR BUREAU
New Delhi/Thiruvanan-
thapuram: Opposition parties
on Saturday described edu-
catlon minister Dharmendra
Pradhan’s resignation as “the
beginning” and thanked India’s
Gen Z and the Abhijeet Dip-
ke-led Cockroach Janta Party
for bringing “the country outof
an atmosphere of fear”,

“First and foremost, this
victoryv belongs to our stu-
dents...." Lok Sabha Opposi-
tion leader Rahul Gandhi told
Teporters.

“Tt was acknowledged world-
wide that India’s education sys-

tem was excellent. For years, it
hasbeenriunderattack:; 1tisbeing
capturad and privatised. There
was a reaction agaimst that. This
was a reaction against unem-
ployment and the cirrent state
of affairs in India.”

He added: “The RSS's cap-
ture of India’s system — spe-
cifically, the education system
— 15 a major {ssue. If Modiji
is at fault, the RSS is equally
to blame, because the RSS has
acted ke termites. They have
hollowed out our education
system from within. They have
attacked knowledge 1tself.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 b

MEGHDEEP
BHATTACHARYYA

Calcutta: Dressed inan
oversized hoodie, baseball
cap, slacks and slides, a
27-vear-old woman stood
guietly in the Dadar rain on
Wednesday afternoon, on
the asphalt ontside Mum-
bai’s Kohinoor Square,
right hand pressed against
the bonnet of a revving po-
lice van.

She had decided she was
prepared to die a martyr
rather than a helpless cit-
izen.

“T'd be lying if I said
I didn't fear what could
happen,” Rhiva Ahir told
The Telegraph on Friday, re-
calling how she had halted
a police vehicle packed with
detained students — pro-
testers against the exam
paper leaks.

“Worst-case scenario, I'd
die — but I'd die a martyr,
not a helpless citizen. That
wonld be my story,” the ac-
tor-model said.

The 40-minute standoff
ended with the police vield-
ing to her and releasing the
students on the spot.

The incident has cat-
apulted Rhiva into inter-

The andolan came to me: Rhiya

Rhiva Ahir stands in front of the police van
after protesters were picked up in Mumbai on July 22;
(right) Ahir for the cameras

national limelight and
earned her comparisons
with Tiananmen Square’s
“Tank Man", who had stood
bravely before a column

of military tanks during
the June 1989 crackdown
on pro-democracy Chinese
students.

It has also thrown her
into the vortex of the Cock-
roach Janta Party-led Gen Z
movement, bringing herthe
opprobrium of the Right-
wing ecosystem.

She has been lampooned
as a clontchasing influenc-
er and faced misogynistic

attacks over her choice of
clothes. Trolls have seized
on her background in mod-
elling and her standard
Instagram subscription
paywall to allege a PR stunt.
“Whenever a woman
raises her voice, people try
to use internal misogyny to
discredit her,” Rhiya said.
She refised to duck the
charge of being an atten-
tion-seeker: “Yes, I am doing
this for attention: for the
government's attention, to
call attention to evervthing
wrong in our system.”
Rhiya said a journalist

firom a West Asian media
outlet had sent her screen-
shots of trolls pointing to
her Instagram creator sub-
scription too]l —a standard
feature built into the plat-
form vears ago —to imply
she was seeking quick, mon-
etisable fame.

“Gandhi, Nehrn, Netaji...
Savitribai Phule —they
were all hate-pelted or crit-
icised. If vou do something
right, there will be naysay-
ers,” Rhiva said.

Wednesday's confron-
tation, she said, had begun
not with a deliberate leap
into the spotlight but with a
quiet procedural inguiry.

Rhiva had travelled
about 85 minutes fiom her
home in Andheri tojoin
the demonstrations. As
she walked past Kohinoor
Sguare towards Shivaji
Park, she saw a police van
crammed to capacity with
young protesters.

“Tasked a policeman
gently, politely, respectful-
ly: ‘Do you have a memo?”
Becanse they require some-
thing in writing to carry out
whatever they were doing,”
she said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 &
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Ganderkesee, Germany, on
Saturday. (AP)

Small plane
crashes into

home, 1 dies

Berlin: At least one person
died and a second one ap-
peared to be missing after a
small plane crashed into a
home in northern Germany
on Saturday, police said.

For reasons that are still
being investigated, the small
plane lost altitude and crashed
into the roof of a single-family
home in a residential neigh-
bourhood in Ganderkesee in
Lower Saxony, the police in the
nearby cliy of Oldenburg said.

According to the police,
the plane was carryving two
people. One person was Killed
in the crash and rescue per-
sonnel were searching for the
missing individual. German
news agency dpa reported.

The residents of the house
were not at home at the time of
the crash, dpa said.

A crisls Intervention team
wascalled to the scene toprovide
support for people who directly
witnessaed theincident or were in
the vicinity of the accldent site.
Residents within a radins of 100
meters of the incident site were
evacuated from thelr homes.

For safety reasons, power
was cut off temporarily along
the entire length of the road
where the house 1s located. ap

Escalation in Red Sea threatens to further choke global shipping

)

Houthis

eye Saudi

oil major

Cairo: Yemen's Iran-
backed Houthi rebels said
on Saturday that they fired
missiles and drones at Saudi
Arabla in response to Saudi
alrstrikes on the strategic Red
Sea city of Hodeilda, in another
escalation over vital shipping
routes in West Asla while the
US and Iran vie for conirol of
the Strait of Hormuz.

Brig. Gen. Yahva Saree,
the Houthis' military spokes-
man, said in a prerecorded
statement that the attack tar-
goted facilities in the Red Sea
cities of Yanbu and Jizan that
belong to Arameo, the world's
largest ofl company.

Sandi Arabla’s civil de-
fence saild alerts sounded mul-
tiple times early on Saturday
in both cities, but the Kingdom
hasn't commented further.

There were no reported
strikes overnight in Iran, in
an apparent break firom near-
Iy two weeks of consecutive
nights of US attacks, though
tension remains high follow-
ing a recent escalation be-
tween the two countries over
the Strait of Hormuz.

Tension over strait

The rising tension in the Red
Sea threatens to further choke
global shipping because there-
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has won ¥ 1 Crore as first
prize in Dear Weekly
Lottery in the draw held
on 16.05.2026. His winning
ticket number is 78G 65182.
He has submitted his prize-
winning ticket along with
the prize claim form to
Nagaland State Lotteries.
“Dear Lottery takes the
advantage of enhancing the
financial stability of several
people spread across. [ have
not even thought of this huge
prize winning and it gives
me lots of happiness. I would
like to thank and extend
all my gratitude to Dear
Lottery and Nagaland State
Lotteries”, said the winner.

*Winner defail taken from Governiment wehsite

bels have said they would close
the Bab el-Mandeb Strait to
Saudi-linked shipping.

That strait, at the southern
tip of the Arablan Peninsula,
1z a vital shipping chokepoint,
connecting the Red Sea to the
Gulf of Aden. Around 12 per
cent of the world’s trade, in-
cluding a quarter of its con-
tainer traffic, passes through
the narrows.

The Houthis targeted two
Sandi oil tankersin the Red Sea
this week. In response, Saudi
Arabia struck the Yemeni port
city of Hodeida, the Sandi-led
coalition in Yemen said early
on Saturday. The strikes late
on Friday hit the city's port and
the state-run telecommunica-
tions corporation, injuring two
people, sald Anees al-Ashahi, a
spokesman for the Houthi-run
health ministry.

The Saudi-led coalition
fighting in Yemen said it didn't
hit the port but struck “legiti-
mate military targets™ in Ho-
deida province, which “were
linked to threats to commer-
clal vessels in the Red Sea”.

Iran’'s forelgn minister,
Abbas Araghchi, called for “di-
plomacy and dialogue™ to solve
the Yemen conflict without
‘military confrontations™ inan
interview pullished on Saturday
in the staterm Iran newspaper.

US strikes abate

“Tran had a peaceful night,”
Hossein Kermanpour, a spokes-
person for Iran's health minis-
trv, posted on Saturday on 30

US Central Command
didn’t immediately respond toa
Tequest for comment. However,
untike the previous 13 nights, it
didn't anmounce new strikes.

After the US and Israel at-
tacked Iran in late February, a
tenuons ceasefire that halted
major operations for several
waeks has seemed to unravel
this month. The US accused
Iran of striking three ships in
the Strait of Hormuz and re-
sponded by striking dozens of
targets in Iran, which retaliat-
ed by firing at US-allied Gulf
Arab states.

USembassies alerted Amer-
lcan nationals In West Asia on
Friday that options to leave
could become more limited, as
Iran's Revolutionary Guard ad-
vised residents of neighbour-
ing countries to stay away from
bases with US troops.

AP

A woman crosses a sireet with a girl in downtown Tehran on July 22, (AP)

Trump’s new war front
may strain US forces

JOHN ISMAY AND
ERIC SCHMITT

Washington: As the Don-
ald Trump administration
considers attacking Irani-
an-backed Houthi forces in
Yemen, US forces in West Asia
are being stretched thin by
nearly two weeks of daily air-
strikes against ran.

The Houthis claimed this
week that they had targeted
two Sandl oil tankers with
missiles and drones in the Red
Sea, after announcing a block-
ade almed at Saudi Arabia.

President Trump has satd
he would hold Iran responsi-
ble for any further attacks by
the militants, and threatened
to expand the war to include
the group itself. It would be the
first major actlon against the
Honthis since Operation Rough
Rider — the Pentagon's 52-day
bombing campalzen in Yemen
—more than a year ago.

Former US commanders
say that a two-front war would
present formidable challeng-
es, Including the avatlability of
US combat forces,

“It really depends on how
much we throttle up our Iran
operation.” said Kevin Done-
gan, 4 retred navy vice-admi-
ral who was a top navy com-
mander in West Asia. “Right
now, itis not at full throttle.”

The US has more than a
dozen warships. including
two aircraft carriers, in the
Arabian Sea, and scores of
warplanes in the region. The
Pentagon 1s sending more F-16
strike planes from Germany
and stealthy F-25s from Brit-
ain to the Guif region, military
officials said this week.

Trump had already threat-
ened to dramatically escalate
his war against Iran by tar-
geting more bridges, power

plants and other civilian
infrastrocture that also has
some military use. That Kind
of escalation combined with
additional strikes against the
Honthis would challenge US
air power.

“Thebig question is: Should
the US resume airstrikes
against the Houthis, and why?”
sald Adam Clements, a retired
US Army attache for Yemen.
“What does the administration
think it will achieve?"

He added: “I don't think
new strikes would achieve
much other than short, tac-
tical gains and embolden the
group to fight back.”

Regional specialists were
skeptical that the Houthis
wonld escalate fighting with
the US.

“Wyv sense i1s the Houthis
will want to stay below the
threshold of US intervention,”
sald Admiral Donegan, who
cautioned that “the Houthis
are hard to predict™.

US secretary of state
Marco Rubio told reporters
earlier this week that the
Houthis had been smart to
stay out of the war. “I hope
that will de-escalate, because
I think the Houthis, frankly,
got snookered into this thing
by the Iranians.” Rubio sald
“They should stay ont of 1t.”

There is only one US war-
ship in the Red Sea right now,
the destroyer USS Gonzales.
During past hostilities with
the Houthis, the navy had an
entire carrier strike group
offshore composed of an air-
craft carrier, its complement
of warplanes, and destroyers
carrving missiles for air de-
fonce and targets on land

US Central Command,
which directs military opera-
tlons across West Asia, hosts
the Combined Maritime Fore-

g8, which can assemble al-
lied warships on short notice
for security operations in the
Red Sea.

The Pentagon's war
against Iran has consumed
much of the US supply of
crulse missiles and other ad-
vanced precision-guided mu-
nittons. It has alsoled to short-
ages of the Kinds of weapons
that would be neaded for an
extended campaign against
the Houthis in Yoemen.

The Houthis began attack-
ing merchant ships in the Red
Sea in solidarity with Hamas
shortly after itlaunched a sur-
prise attack on Israel on Octo-
ber 7, 2023.

During a 10-hour battle in
the Red Sea on October 10 that
year, the destroyer USS Carney
shot down 15 one-way attack
drones and four crulse missiles
launched by Houthi forces in
Yemen. The navy called it “the
maost intense combat engage-
ment by a US Navy warship
since World War IT7,

During Operation Rough
Rider, which began in March
2025, US forces struck more
than 1,000 targets, severaly de-
grading Houthi missile, radar
and drone capabilities. But by
early April Iast year, it was ap-
parent that the Houthis main-
tained a vast arsenal of mis-
siles, drones and launchers.

Trump declared the opera-
tlon a success.

“We hit them very hard and
they had a great ability to with-
stand punishment,” the Pres-
ident said after announcing
a ceasefire with the group in
May 2025, *“You could say thers
was a lot of bravery thers.”

He added: “They gave us
their word that they wouldn't
be shooting at ships anymore,
and we honour that.”

Mew York Times Mews Service

Unpaid bonuses
stall Ebola

Bunia, Congo: Health work-
ers at an Ebola treatment cen-
tre in eastern Congo went on
strike on Saturday over pay-
ment issues, disrupting care
for patients in the eplcentre of
the country’s rapidly growing
outhreak.

The number of conflrmed
cases of Ebola in Congo has
reached 2,973, including 1,300
deaths, according to govern-
ment data relegsoed on Friday in
what authorities say is the fast-
estorowing outbreak on record

Activities at the EHkva
Ebola Treatment Centre in
Bunia, I'turl province, were
largely paralysed after doc-
tors, nurses and security staff
stopped work.,

About a hundred health
workers protesiad ontside the
treatment centre on Saturday.
They said the unpald bonuses
were undermining morale and
disrupting patient care, and
called on Congolese authori-
tles to settle the arrears so that
they could resume their work.

In a statement issued on
Friday, staff said they had
unanimously voted to strike
from Saturday until “concrete
solutlons™ were found to re-
solve “two months of unpaid
performance bonuses.”

Last week, health workers
at Bunia General Hospital, the
region’s largest medical cen-
tre, went on strike over unpaid
salaries. Some had told The
Associated Press they have
not received any payvment
since they started work at the
onset of the outhreak.

patientare

Health workers disinfect an
ambulance at Bunia General
Hospital in Ituri, Congo, on
Wednesday. (AP)

The World Health Organ-
isation says more than 100
healthcare workers have been
Infected since the beginning of
the outhreak.

The Central Africannation
has been battling the Ebola
outbreak caused by the rare
Bundibugyo virus since May
15. A total of 766 patients re-
main in isolation or in hospi-
tals, while 540 have recovered
so far, according to data from
Congo’s ministry of health.

The eastern province of
Ituri accounts for nearly 90 per
cent of confirmed cases.

The outbreak continues
to spread faster than health
officials can track despite an
expanding responsa,

A Key challsngse is that
health authorities have yet to
identify the outbrealk’s patient
zero, while displacement from
armed conflict and mining-re-
lated movements have made
it difficult to trace thousands
who have come in contact with
infected Individnals. ap

Russia, Ukraine
strikes claim 15

Moscow: Ukralnian attacks
on hollday camps on Saturday
in the partly Bussian-occupled
Zaporizhzhia region have killed
12 people, Moscow-installed of-
ficials sald, while anthorities In
Ukraine's northeastern Sumy
region said a Russian drone
strike killed three people there.
The strikes followed a
major Russian attack on Fri-
day near Kyiv that killed at
least 10 people and wounded
around 100 others, part of a
relentless cycle of tit-for-tat
attacks that dims the potential
of reaching a diplomatic end
to Russia’s more than 4-vear-
old invasion of its neighbour.
Four children were among12
people Killed in the attack on the

resorts in Zaporizhzhia, Yeveeny
Balitsky, the Kremlin-installed

regional head, sald, adding that
19 others were wonmded,

Ukraine did not immedi-
ately comment.

Sumy regional head Oleh
Hryvhorov sald on Saturday
thros people were killed when
a large fire broke out after a
Russian drone struck a “etvil-
ian facility”, adding that the
victims were drivers for pri-
vate Ukrainian postal and cou-
rier service Nova Poshta.

Russia's defence ministry
sald it attacked a “storage and
launch site” for Ukrainian
drones in the Sumy region.

Ukraine’'s President Volo-
dvmyr Zelensky warned on
Friday that intelligence as-
sessments indicated that Rus-
sla was preparing missiles for
alarge attack. ap
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24.07.2026

From 10.08.2026 to 17.08.2026 Up to 15:00 hrs.
(From Website: https://www.eproc2 bihar.gov.in) Only.

14.082026 at 11:00 hrs. At Office of The
Chief Engineer, Simanchal Wing,Chhajubag, RCD,

Bihar, Patna.

18.08.2026 Up to 15:00 hrs.
On Website: (hitps:/www.eproc2. bihar.gov.in) Only.

Date - 18.08.2026 after 15:30 hrs.

10.

the Agreement.

11.  Detailed NIT

PR- 008725( RCD) 2026-27

Any Contractor registered with the Central Government / Any
an agency of international or nationa
Road Construction Department, Bi

can be

s€en

https://www.eproc2.bihar.gov.in or the notice board of the office o

For further details please visit website state.bihar.gov.in/prdbihar

Technical Bid : . i i
s ik 6P Weikic: On Website : hitps://www.eproc2 bihar.gov.i
G;:m Name of work Estimated Cost | Amountof | Cost of B.O.Q. Bid Timeof |
- (in Lakh) Earnest money (To be paid Processing completion
(R=. in Lakh) through online Fco of work (in
mode) (Non- (To be paid months)
refundable) through Including
(In Rs.) online mode) mMONSOOn
(MNon- period.
refundable)
{In Rs.)
2 3 4 5 & 7
| Widening and Strengthening
of Majhari Chowk (NH-27) to
Kunauli Bazar (Nepal Border) 14424.52 1 As appeared
via Dagmara Road From Km - 19089.00 on :-pm:z 18 Moaths
0.00 to 25.353
—_
8. Date, Time & Place of opening of Financial i~ To be announced after approval of Technical
Bid Bid by Competent Authority
(on Website : hitps://www,eproc2 bihar.gov.in)
9, Bid Validity - 120 Days '

on website

N State Government or Any PSU or
1 repute may participate in the tender but registration with the
har will be essential after issue of L.O.A and before executing

https://www.prd.bihar.gov.inor
f the undersigned.

Executive Engineer
RCD,Road Division Supaul

Wildfires evict 2.5 lakh in a week

Lege-Cap Ferret, France:
France was preparing to use
a massive specially adapted
cargo aircraft to dump flame
retardants on Saturday on a
wildfire that has forced the
evacnation of tens of thou-
sands of people, including
from some suburbs of the
wine region clty of Bordeausx.

Wildfires in southern Eu-
rope this wesk have displaced
more than 2,650,000 people,
including some 70,000 people
evacuated in central Spain.

French interior minister
Laurent Nunez sald the hulk-
ing A4000 aircraft will join
18 other water- and retard-
ant-dropping planes and hel-
icopters waging an expected
“long and very difficult™ battle
against the blaze raging in the
Gironde region of southwest-
orn France.

With winds expected to
shift in a west-to-east direc-
tlon on Saturday afternoon,
potentially driving the fire
closer to Bordeauy, fire crews
and authorities were digging
trenches, using retardants and
taking other steps to block it,
Nunez said. He said the fire
was about 30km west of the
city and lost some of its inten-
gity overnight.

The government mobilised
soldiers to join the battle and
was rushing in 1.5 million face
masks to protect against chok-
Ing smoke.

Anthorities ordered people
between the fire and Bordeaux
to evacuate, including from
paris of the city’'s western
suburbs and other towns and
villages,

Prime Minister Sebastien
Lecornu described the fires
as unprecedented and said
the Gironde blaze became
50 strong on Friday that it

Firefighters trv to douse the flames in a forest in the
Lege-Cap-Ferret region, western France, on Friday. (AP)

had begun generating its
owWn winds.

“COnr priority is clear: pro-
tecting himman lives,” he post-
ed on X, adding that evacua-
tlon orders “must be respected
withont delay™.

He said firefighting teams
were being reinforced on Sat-
urday with the addition of
hundreds of soldiers and that
breathing masks to filter out
smoke particles were being
rushed to the Gironde region
for those exposed to the clouds
of potentially noxions fumes.

The virulence of the wild-
fires, fueled by high tempera-
tures and the long-term effects
of climate change, caught
fire crews and authorities off
guard in both countries.

Firefighters in Spain said
the blazes spread so fast and
violently that they could not
be tackled head on. In France,
some people even fled by
boat when flames swept
through touristic towns on the

Atlantic coast.

Dozens of French firefight-
ers have been injured, author-
ities sald, but no deaths were
reported in elther country
despite the scenes of panic as
townsfolk fled by car and po-
Hee went door to door to tell
people to leave as large plumes
of smoke darkened the skies.

Successive heatwaves
that hit unusually early and
hard this year, baking Enrope
with record-shattering high
temperatures, have turned
forests and scrublands into
tinderboxes.

Fires have burned 1.30,000
hectares of forest already
this year in Spain, up from
an annual average of 1,00,000
hectares over the past decade,
Spanish Prime Minister Padro
Sanchez sald on Saturday as
he visited a command post
west of Madrid.

He said more favourable
weather on Saturday offered
“a window of opportunity”

for fire crews to bring the
blazes under control. Madrid's
regional government said
the fires decreased in intensi-
tv as winds and temperatures
dropped.

Other European nations
were helping, with Italy,
Greece, the Netherlands, Por-
tugal, Croatia, the Czech Re-
public and Slovakia already
providing or expected to de-
plov water-dumping planes
and helicopters to the Spanish
and French fire fronts.

Gilronde region prefect
Sophie Brocas said on Friday
night that strong winds from
the west were pushing the fire
closer to the Bordeaux met-
ropolitan area and that it had
grown to “an unprecedent-
ed magnitude”. Bordeanx's
western suburbs coverad by
evacuation orders included Le
Haillan and parts of Eysines
and Merignac, where the clty's
airport1s located. The alrport
said it remained open but that
its bus and tram services were
suspended.

The Gironde blaze broke
out on Wednesday near the
Cap Ferret peninsula on
France's Atlantic coast, 60km
from Bordeaux. Bordeanx
authorities took in thousands
of evacuees, offering them
food and shelter in an ex-
hibition centre, and the
citv's mavor said it could be
equipped to welcome as many
as 10,000 people if that became
NeCcessary.

Evacuation orders were
sent with special alerts to mo-
bile phones, instructing peo-
ple to leave, Brocas said.

“We want evervone to be
quickly brought to safety, Wo
must act quickly together,”
she said.

AP
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Three-storey structure illegal: LDA

Bulldozers raze
fire-hit building

PIYUSH SRIVASTAVA

Lucknow: The Lucknow
Development Authority on
Saturday demolished the
three-storey bullding in All-
ganj where a fire had killed 17
people on June 22,

“We had served notices to
the building's owners soon
after the incident and asked
them to respond within 15
days. They falled to glve a satis-
factory reply.” LDA vice-chair-
man Prathamesh Kumar said.
“The building had been con-
structed illegally, in violation
of most safety measures.”

Kumar sald the owners
of the building — all three of
whom have been arrested —
would be made to pay the cost
of the demolition.

The bullding housed a
coaching centre and some
shops. Most of the people
Kdlled in the fire were students
of digital animation.

The special investigation
team's initial report says people
were trapped on the flrst and
second floors because the birld-
ing owners had locked the door
of the terrace and the lone es-

Lucknow Development
Authority demolishes the
fire-hit building in Aliganj
on Saturday. (PTT)

cape route left— a narrow stair-
case—was engulfed in flames,

The shopkeepers and cus-
tomers on the ground floor
had apparently run away
without alerting those on the
upper floors.

A day after the fire, the
government suspended two
officlals from the LDA and one
each from the fire and elactric-
ity departments on the charge
of dereliction of duty.

It took three bulldozers, a
hydraulic machine and 45 of-
ficers and workers of the LDA
about seven hours to bring
down the structure In the pres-
ence of over 100 policemen.

“The three-storey bulld-
Ing shared common sidewalls
with other siructures on both
sides. So we had to work slow-
Iy and patiently,” an LDA of-
ficial sald. *“We had informed
the nelghbouring shopkeepers
two days ago not to open their
stores today (Saturday).”

Rajendra Shukla, counsel
for Virendra Shukla, one of
the jailed building owners,
sald: “We had opposed the
demolition. The government
had sought a reply from us by
today, but it razed the building
on thelast day without serving
1s with a notlce.”

Jaydeo Singh, a resident of
the nelghbourhood, alleged that
maost of the structinres near the
demolished building were ille-
gal. “The government should
have surveved other budldings
Inthe area, too,” he said.

He saild the LDA had al-
lowed commercial activities
in some residential areas of
Lucknow about 12 vears ago.
“Soon after, many residences
were converted into mult-sto-
rey business complexes with-
out the necessary permissions
and inspections,” Singh said.

SP bhacks protest against varsity demolition threat

PIYUSH SRIVASTAVA

Lucknow: A delegation of a
dozen Samajwadi Party MPs,
MLAs and leaders met Ram-
pur district magistrate Ajay
Kumar Dwivedi on Saturday
and demanded that he recon-
sider the decision to demolish
some bulldings of Maulana
All Jauhar University.

They also met students
protesting at the university
gate against the decision and
promised support to them.

Hundreds of students of
the university have been on

dharna for the last one week
against the Yogl Adityanath
government's demolifion no-
tice that clalms that it has con-
structed 38 out of 40 buildings
without formal approval.

“We have asked the Ram-
pur Development Authority
(RDA) to withdraw its notice,
which claims that 38 out of 40
rldings on the campus wera
constructad illegally. We have
also resolved to support the
students at every level,” SP
MP Javed All satd.

“Our party members have
started protests in every dis-

trict of the state against the
vindictive attitude of the state
government towards a place of
learning,” he added.

Dwivedl had confirmed
earlier this week that they

would raze the university
buildings, which included
several departments, 1i-
braries and administrative
blocks. “Action would be
taken against the university

under Section 27 (1) of Uttar
Pradesh Town Planning and
Development Act1973," he had
sald. The provision i1s about
demolishing buildings erectad
without RDA approval.
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Unesco tag for Sarnath

PHEROZE L. VINCENT

New Delhi: The “anclent Bud-
dhist site at Sarnath” has been
inscribed on Unesco’s World
Heritage List.

The decision, taken at
Unesco’'s World Heritage
Committes’s 48th meeting in
South Korea's Busan, makes
Sarnath as India’s 45th World
Heritage Site,

Sarnath, near Uttar
Pradesh’s Varanasi, 1s where
the Buddha travelled to in the
Gth century BCE after attain-
ing enlightenment, and where
India’s national emblem —
Emperor Asoka’s Lion Capital
— was excavated in 1905,

Sarnath is one of the four

key Buddhist pilgrimages. The
other three being Bodh Gaya,
and Kushinagar in India, and
Lumbini in Nepal. Bodh Gava
and Lumbini are also on the
World Herdtage List.

Unesco, in a statement,
gald: “It was here that he (the
Buddha) met his first disciples
and delivered his first sermon,
an event regarded as the be-
ginning of the spread of Bud-
dhist teachings....”

“Today, this legacy sur-
vives in two protected archae-
ological sites: the Chaukhandi
Stupa and the Archaeological
Remains of Sarnath, which
include the Dhamek Stupa
and the Dharmarajika Stupa.
Together, these monumments

form the historic landscape
widely known as Deer Park. In
Buddhist tradition, the site is
also referred to as Rishi-
patana, Isipatana, and/or Mrl-
gadava —names preserved in
different sacred texts through
varving historical accounis
and legonds.”

In an X post, Prime WMinis-
ter Narendra Modi sald: “This
recognition celebrates India’s
profound civillsational and
spiritual heritage. It will also
inspire more people across
the world to come to Sarnath
and connect with the ideals of
Lord Buddha.”

India has hosted two Glob-
al Buddhist Summits since
2023,
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OFFICE OF MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
KORBA

onwards.

The details can be viewed directly from the
Government of Chhattisgarh http://eproc.cgstate,
gov.in from 21.07.2026 at 15.30 Hours. (IST)

Commissioner
Municipal Corporation

Sd/-

Korba (C.G.)

NITI Aayog

supported by

ATAL INNOVATION MISSION

QIC
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Ataol incubotion Cantre
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Techno India University, WB launches

Bengal's First Atal Incubation Centre for Start-ups
Supported by NITI Aayog, Govt. of India
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e-Procurement Tender Notice Hotel & Hospitality Management 4 MCA & MBA
Main Portal: http://eproc.cgstate.gov.in KORBA (e Mgk Nibt
NIT No: 413/2026 Dated:- 21.07.2026 BEALLE. (LaW) *: s ¢
[ , BPT LLM Ph.D
SN System Name of Work/Description ;;';I:l"_:_ll:i; £ . 4
- | Tender No. of Work
- D =¥School HIGHEST CTC AVERAGE CTC
CONSTRUCTION OF T.“EQ e
R SYNTHETIC TRACK AT ; =
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WEST BENGAL

CONVOCATION 2026
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CHIEF GUEST

Shri Ashok Kumar Lahiri

Hon'ble Vice Chairman
NITI Aayog, Govt. of India

GUESTS OF HONOUR

Shri Swapan Dasgupta

Hon'ble Finance Minister,
Govt. of West Bengal

Prof. Suman Chakraborty

Director, IIT- Kharagpur

Techno India University, West Bengal proudly celebrates its Convocation
Ceremony 2026 in the esteemed presence of distinguished thought leaders,
honouring the achievements of its graduating students.

techno india
university

WEST BENCAL

& Author

e Rajkumar Hirani

National Award-Winning Film

Director, Screenwriter
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Abhinav Bindra
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Sri Sri Ravi Shankar

Spiritual Leader,
Humanitarian & Founder, Art
of Living Foundation

Ravindra Chamaria

Chairman & MD,
Infinity Group

Anup Jalota

Playback Singer, Bhajan &
Ghazal Maestro

Dr. Naresh Chandra
Murmu

Director, CSIR-CMERI,
Durgapur

=

and many more.

1:00 AM onwards ‘ Q Biswa Bangla Mela Prangan ( Near Science City )



NATION

THE TELEGRAPH CALCUTTA SUNDAY 26 JULY 2026

Person in charge must apologise to youths for beatings, disrespect they have suffered: Leader of Opposition

Outrage at
Mehbooba’s
crackdown
contrast

MUZAFFAR RAINA

Srinagar: Peoples Democrat-
ic Party president Mehbooba
Mufti has stirred a political
row by condemning police
actlon agalnst protesters
in Delhi while arguing that
Eashmir's security situation,
shaped by militancy, is differ-
ent — a distinction that eritics
say appeared to justify strong-
or crackdown in the Valley.

At the Cockroach Janta
Party's protest site near Jantar
Mantar on Thursday, Mehboo-
ba had denounced as “Incom-
prehensible” Delhl police's ac-
tion against youths, adding that
such crackdown was under-
standable in Kashmir becanse
of the prevailing militancy.

“Tt 15 not just Delhi police
but thelr dangayis (roiters)
were with them, using Delhi
police batons and uniforms
without name badges, helping
Delhi police in raining lathis,”
she told reporters from the
CJP platform.

“We have seen this spec-
tacle first thme. We have scen
it in Kashmir, from last many
vears. Magar ivahan militancy
hain, us ka ek banty hain (bat
vou have militancy there and
itis understandable). You have
militants on one side and sect-
rity forces on other. There are
no militants here,” she said.

Ruling National Confer-
ence's chief spokesperson Tan-
vir Sadiq said he was appalled
by Mehbooba's remarks. “For
a former chief minister to vir-
tually justify the nse of force
against Kashmirl protesters
by saving ‘banfa hat 1s noth-
ing short of disgraceful. Worse
still, she has gone to the extent
of branding protesting Kash-
miris as ‘militants’.” he posted
on X

Others reminded Mehboo-
ba of her controversial “milk
and toffee” remarks at the
peak of the unrest that erupt-
od after Hizb commander Bur-
han Wani's death in 2016,

“Another statement after
Milk & Toffoe, overy protest-
ors/stone pelter as per @he-
hboobaMufti was militant.
She had a reason to use pellet
guns and shower bullets....
AFSOOS (regrets),” activist
Iftikhar Misgar wroteon X.

During the 2018 agitation,
then chief minister Mehbooba
had sald the protesting youths
did not go to security camps to
“biry milk and totfee”, suggest-
ing they were there to attack the
forces, justifying thehr killings.

Victory

The CJP's deciston to with-
draw the protest was an-
nounced at a media confer-
ence attended by Union min-
isters J.P. Nadda and Jitendra
Singh and CJP spokespersons
Saurav Das and Ashutosh
Ranka.

“We appeal to our protest-
ers and supporters to with-
draw peacefully. All our de-
mands have been accepted,”
Ranka said.

He said the CJP had sub-
mitted a five-point exam re-
form charter to the govern-
ment. “Our delegation will
meet the government again in
the next four weeks to discuss
that charter,” Ranka added.

Energised by the victory.
Dipke referred to Chief Jus-
tice Surva Kant's remark and
said: “I thank CJI Surva Kant
11 for calling us cockroaches.
If vou had not called us cock-
roaches, I would not have re-
tirned to India. If vou hadn't
called us cockroaches, the
vouth would not have been on
the roads.”

He also thanked climate
activist Sonam Wangchuk for
awakening an entire nation
by fasting for 26 days for the
youth of this country. Calling
it a “pure and supreme sacri-
fice”, he sald “it will go down
in history as the moral force
that united us all against im-
possible odds. Words cannot
fully express our thanks for
yvour contributions. We love
you and are endlessly grateful
for your satyagraha.”

Reacting to Pradhan's
resignation. Wangchuk said
on X: “It's a victory of de-
maocracy... straight from the
streets.... Congratulations
CJP, Gen Z of the nation and
thank von all citizens for shed-
ding fear... and rising up from
overy corner of the nation.
From accountability, now to
reforms.”

Rahul’s culpability poser

over attack on students

{Y

O

I.-n,li;'l ..... M

PHEROZE L. VINCENT

New Delhi: Lok Sabha Oppo-
sition leader Rahnl Gandhi
discussed the BJP's “anti-na-
tlonal”™ narrative and the
Cockroach Janta Party's pro-
tost against NEET paper leak
and other exam lapses with
student activists on Saturday,
while asserting that “past can
never fight the future®.

After ad5-minute meetingat
10 Janpath, Rahul held a media
conference with members of
the CPIML-Liberation-backed
ATSA — two of whom were on
hunger strike on Jantar Man-
tar Road and another who was
injured during the July 20 po-
lice crackdown.

At the new conference,
held before education min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan
announced his resignation,
Rahul said: “We have infor-
mation about discussion in
the Modi cabinet about mov-
ing Dharmendra Pradhan
from the education ministry
to another ministry. This 1s
unacceptable to the students
of India. It is unacceptable to
anyone.”

He was flanked by AISA

- i il L

CJP supporters near Jantar Mantar celebrate the resignation of education minister Dharmendra Pradhan

on Satrday. (Reuters)

president Neha Bora, general
secretary Prasenjeet Kumar,
Delhl University unit secrae-
tary Anjall and Jawaharlal
MNehru University Students’
Union (JNUSU) joint secre-
tary Danish All. CPIML-Lib-
eration parliamentary party
office incharge M. Sal Balaji
stood behind them with the
Tricolour.

Bora was on humger sirike
for 23 days, Anjall has been di-
agnosed with a torn Hgament
on her right leg during the
police action on protesters and
All had fasted for a week dur-
ing the agitation.

“Look at this voung lady;
she is injured,” said Rahul,
pointing to Anjall. “Yester-
day, I showed vou a voung
man who had been shot (with
pellets) in the eye, and there
are thousands of youngsters
who have suifered broken legs
and broken heads from lathi
blows; people who have been
beaten all over their bodies.
The people responsible for this
must be punished and held ac-
countable.”

“Yesterday, he (Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modl) made
a video claiming that excel-

lent suggestions had been
received. But this 1sn't about
suggestions; thatis not what is
being demanded. The demand
1=z for the removal of Dhar-
mendra Pradhan. So, the per-
son primarily in charge must
apologise to the students for
the beatings. the violence and
the disrespect thev (students)
have suffered,” he added.

Rahul said he had asked
ATSA members to be fearless.

“1 said ‘Do not worry... No
amount of force, the entire
Indian government cannot
move you from there (Jantar
Mantar Road). So, let them do
whatoever they want.... We are
not going to budge”. They are
not going to budge. They are
the future of India.... No one
can fight against this. Naren-
dra Modi is India’s past. The
past can never fight the fu-
ture,” he said.

The AISA members
couldn't suppress their smiles
at the media conference.

“Rahulil cracked a lot of
jokes. Just before the press
conference, he remarked how
everybody in the room has
been branded anti-national,
and all of us anti-nationals are

sltting together to strengthen
the fight against the real an-
ti-nationals,” Anjali told The
Telegraph.

On her July 20 ordeal, she
gaid: “When the police began
to beat up the driver of the
truck on which (actors) Sha-
bana Azmi and Prakash Raj
were 011, We women rushed to
form a human chain around
the truck. But the police came
charging towards us. I got hit
on my head and back. Lines of
police were pushing the crowid
of around 7,000 from both
gldes of Jantar Mantar Road.
This led to a stampede-like sit-
uation around 3.30pm.”

Anjall sald she got dragged
for quite some time as the po-
licemen were pushing the pro-
testers with their shields. “I
felt an intense pain in my leg
but I could only get out of the
chaos and reach a clinic with
friends around 8.30pm,” she
said.

Rahul offered to arrange
for a physiotherapy consulta-
tion for Anjall. Bora said sev-
eral students and CPIML-Lib-
eration MLA Sandeep Saurav
had been held for protests in
Bihar.

PM leak-law vow taken
with a pinch of salt

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi: Academics are
sceptical about Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's latest
assurance to bring a new
bill with “stronger provision
for Imprisonment” for exam
paper leaks two years after he
spoke about putting in place
a “strict” law to deal with the
1s=ne.

The Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair Means)
Act, was enacted by Parlia-
ment in February 2024, just
ahead of Lok Sabha elections,
and enforced four months
later, The law provides for 3-10
vyear jall terms and up to F1
crore penalty. Several paper
leak incidents have been re-
ported since the passage of the
bill, but nobody has been con-
victed under this law.

On July 2024, a few days
after the NEET paper leak,
Modl had told Parliament: “I
would also like to tell every
stident and every voung per-
son in the country that the
government 15 extremely se-
rious about preventing such
Incidents and we are taking
one step after another to fulfil

our responsibilities on a war
footing. Those who play with
the future of the yonth will
not be spared at all. Contin-
nous arrests are being made
across the country in the case
of NEET. The central govern-
ment has already enacted a
strict law. Necessary steps are
being taken to strengthen the
entire examination system.”
Against the backdrop of
protests by the Cockroach
Janta Party over the 2026
MNEET-paper leak, Modl on
Friday said 1t his government
would bring a legislation to
deal with it. “I have directed
the setting up of fast track
courts. A bill has been pre-
pared with stronger provision
for imprisonment,” Modl said.
Prof. Anita Rampal, for-
mer dean of the faculty of
efducation at Delhi University,
sald mere tweaking of laws
was not enough to deal with
paper leaks. “The NTA (Na-
tional Testing Agency) eco-
system, including the network
of coaching institutes and
testing centres, as shown by
preliminary Investigations are
in cahoots with the culprits
In getting papers leaked. The
government needs to serious-

Iy regulate the coaching sys-
tem,"” she said.

Rampal said centralised
exams based on MCGQ format
promoted organised corrup-
tlon and wasted creative po-
tenfial. It needs to be discon-
tinued, she added. “The NTA
15 a registered soclety and 1s
not answerable to Parliament.
We have seen {ts utter incom-
petence in conducting exams
and the lack of professional
probity and academic autono-
my. [t must be dismantled.”

Prof. Rajeev Kumar, retired
faculty member of comput-
er sclence at I[IT Kharagpur,
sald the CBI recently gave a
clean chitto Sanjeev Mukhiva,
the main accused in the 2024
NEET paper-leak case. “There
havebeen many cases of paper
leaks in the last two yvears. Has
anybody been convicted under
the existing law? When no-
body 1s punished, what is the
justification for bringing the
law?” Kumar asked.

According to a PTI report,
the cabinet on Friday ap-
proved a draft bill to amend
the 2024 law. The bill proposes
ajail termof up to 10 years and
amaximum fine of F10 crorve in
case of organised paper leaks.

Graft, centralisation root
cause of unrest:

BASANT KUMAR
MOHANTY

New Delhi: Government
Mmeasures to promote central-
ization and privatisation have
made education costly, en-
couraged unfair practices in
exams and led to student dis-
tress and unrests, several aca-
demics said as education min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan
resigned on Saturday.

Rajesh Jha, former execu-
tive council member of Delhi
University, said the vouth
movement led by the Cock-
roach Janta Partv against
NEET paper leak is born out
of the National Education Pol-
icy's (WEP) thrust on central-
1sation and privatisation. He
said the government made Na-
ttonal Elglbility cum Entrance
Testa single entrance exam for
admission into medical col-
leges and Common University
Entrance Test (CUET) for ad-
miission into general colleges.

“Exams like NEET and
CUET are products of this
very NEP, plagued by numer-
ous flaws— corruption being
one of them. Instead of Usten-
ing to vodces of criticism, their

Implementation was touted
as an achievement. Now, the
beginming marked by the adn-
cation minister's resignation
will serve as a clarion call to
end grant cuts and absurd ex-
periments conducted in the
name of the NEF,” Jha said.

Prof. Onkar Singh, former
vice-chancellor of Uttara-
Khand Technical University,
sald the education sector had
seen several changes such
as the introduction of online
education, replacement of
grants with loans to public
institutions to create infra-
structure, fee hike, conduct of
compuer-based enfrance tests
in multiple-choice questions
(MCE) format and the iImposi-
tion of uniform syllabus.

“In education, diversity and
autonomy should be promoted.
Institutions should be able to
decide thelr admission process
and academic affairs. The focus
on one nation, one syllas, one
examination etc is not healthy
fior education and the siudents.
MCE-based CBT can never be a
model to test the ability of can-
didates. Rather centralised en-
trance tests become vulnerable
to malpractices. The solution Hes

Experts

Indeceniralisation,” Singh said.

Prof. Sunil Ray, former di-
rector of A.N. Sinha Institute,
Patna, said Pradhan’s resigna-
tlon should not be viewed as
the end of discontent among
the youths. He said paper leak
was a manifestation of corrup-
tlon Inherent in the education
system and a structural reform
was essential while ensuring
the creation of more jobs.

“The CJP only provided a
platform for youths to express
their anger over a varlety of is-
sues Unemployment has been
an issue pushing the vouths to
agitation. Milllons of vouths
feol desperate over lack of jobs
and corruption in the selection
process of government jobs
and entrance tests,” Ray said.

A faculty member of Jamia
Millia Islamia sald the cost of
education had increased man-
ifold. “Public schools are being
closed and private schools are
opening to meet the demand.
There are rules to check foes
but the state governments are
not enforcing them. People are
strugeling for quality educa-
tlon. The NEP has no solution
for this problem,” the faculty
member said.

Opp hails Gen Z
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Rahul said his party’'s stand
on the upcoming bill to amend
the law against exam leaks
woltld be decided collectively
with other Opposition parties.

“The first thing 1s that we
hold Mr Amit Shah directly
responsible for the violence
that has taken place against
our students. He anthorised
the shooting of our students.
He authorised the nse of lethal
weapons, pellet guns against
ourstudents...,” he said.

“We will not accept our
own forces shooting at the fu-
ture of India. So, that is going
to be a major issue in Parlia-
ment.”

In Wayanad, Kerala, Con-
gress MP Privanka Gandhi
Vadra told reporters: “I be-
lisve that the victory is for the
yvouth of India. I'm so proud
of each one of them who had
gone and stood there like the
way Mahatma Gandhi tanght
s, nonviolence.”

She said that for more than
a decade, she had often won-
dered: “When are onr young
pecple going to wake up?”

She added: “So now this
is the beginning. Today, I'm
a very happy person because
the youth of the country has
gpoken. Nobody can ever dare
to silence their views.”

Former Maharashtra chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray
announced, alongside Mahar-
ashira Navnirman Sena lead-
or Raj Thackeray, that their
Tricolour march in Mumbai
on Sunday, in solidarity with
the CJP agitation. would now
be a victory march.

“T congratulate Abhijeat
Dipke; a united youth defeated
an arrogant government; the
youth have brought the coun-

try out of an atmosphere of
fear,” he told reporters.

CPM general secretary
M.A. Baby congratulated
Dipke as well as Sonam Wang-
chuk — who was on hun-
ger-sirike for 26 days — and
student groups including the
SFL

He posted on X: “@
dpradhanbjp’s resignation
is only the first step. Now the
@MNTA_Exams has to be dis-
banded and the anti-student,
commercial and communal
MNEP 2020 has to be rolled back
as well.”

Trinamool Lok Sabha lead-
er Abhishek Banerjee tweet-
ed: “The people in power must
realise that the power of the
people is greater than any of-
fice or anthority.”

On what the Opposition’s
stand will be on the proposed
amendment to the paper leak
law, Trinamool Rajva Sabha
leader Derek O'Brien told The
Telegraph: “The House will
not run until the P apologis-
es for the violence against stu-
dents, and the home minister
explains why pellet guns were
used against them.”

BSP chief Mavawatl too
welcomed Pradhan's resig-
nation and demanded “strict
action” against “police per-
sonnel who brutally assaulted
unarmed boys and girls”,

She asked the protesters
not to allow “any party to po-
Hticise their struggle™

Rajva Sabha MP Sharad
Pawar tweeted that the mowve-
ment was “a symbaol of the
power of democracy” and
marked “a major victory for
the unity of the vouth power™,

Former Tamil Nadu chief
minister M.K. Stalin reiterat-
ed his partv's longstanding de-
mand to scrap the NEET.

Pradhan exits, Pralhad Joshi takes charge
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“Ab aavega maza!® CJP lead-
er Saurav Das posted on X on
Saturday morning in response
to the farmers’ announce-
ment. “The government must
understand that 1t can either
bomb the peaceful protest-
ors... Or, accept the demands.
The timeis ticking!™
Pradhan’s exit is expect-
ad to ease the pressure on the
government for now, with the
CJP calling off the agitation
and the parlamentary logjam

expected to end on Monday.

The Centre 1s set to intro-
duece in Parliament on Monday
its amended antl-paper-leak
law, prescribing stricter pun-
ishment for offenders, with
the Opposttion likely to partic-
ipate in the debate.

Some within the BJP
sought to poriray the climb-
down as a tactical move, ar-
guing the resolution of the
crizis would now allow the
government to shift its focus
to its next priority — getting
the contentions constitutional

amendment bill on delimita-
tion passed.

A united Opposition —
which fears the legislation
would enable the BJP to redraw
Lok Sabha constituencies to
its electoral advantage — had
defeated the bill in April. Bui
a series of recent defections by
Opposition MPs has brought
the government closer to the
twio-thirds majority 1t neads to
secure the bill's passage.

Some Union minisiers held
up Pradhan's resignation as
proof of Modi's commitment to

“gafpruarding the future of our
students and youth™, but the
Prime Minister and his de facto
Number Two — home minister
Amit Shah — were conspicu-
ously silent till late evening.

“Taking into account the
views and sentiments of our
vouth and students, Unlon
education minister Shri Dhar-
mendra Pradhan has resigned
from his post,” defonce minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, the official
Number Two in the govern-
ment, posted on X.

“This resignation is tes-

timony (to) the fact that for
Prime Minister Shri @naren-
dramodi and our government,
safeguarding the future of our
students and youth 1s of para-
mount importance.”

Rajnath praised Pradhan’s
tenure as one “marked by
a steadfast commitment to
transforming India into a de-
veloped nation™.

“His contribution to pub-
lic service has been Inclusive,
future-ready, and aligned
with the aspirations of a New
India,” he said.

‘Hate is one of many things we are fighting’
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Rhiva said: “I asked him,
and he just looked down. He
couldn't make his eyves meet
mine. That was the moment
I realised he didn’t have any
permission — that he himself
realised what he was doing
was wrong.”

That changed evervihing.

“Tf he had a memo, things
would probably have been
different,” Rhiva said. “So I
reached out to a girl’s hand
(inside the van) and I was like,
I am not going to let them go. I
was going to the andolan, but
the andolan had come to me.”

When the van began to
inch forward, Rhiva realised
that walking alongside was no
longer an option. She jumped
directly into the vehicle’s path,
pressing a hand against the
bonnet.

“Fora second. it was: ‘“What
if they get out and detain me?
But the van was so stuffed,
there was no space for anyone
else. The second thought was:

‘What if they run me over?
And to be honest, I didn't care
about that,” she told this news-
paper.

As the minutes ticked by
and the vehicle remained
stationary on one of Dadar’'s
buslest roads, a massive crowd
swelled behind her, chanting:
“Jab jab Modi daria hai, police
ko aagey karta hual.”

Rhiya realized that Mom-
hal’s notorious traffic, exacer-
bated by the downpour, was
her stromgest ally. “They womnld
oither have to drive over me or
let the detainees go,” she said.

Eventually, the doors of
the van opened; the students
stepped out and thanked her.
Some have now crowned her
the Internet's latest “Patriot
Baddie™.

For Rhiva, who started per-
forming in professional Hindi
theatre aged four-and-a-half,
gpent 13 years on stage and
was felicitated at the Wagah
border for her performance
as a teenager, the impulse
that prompted her to stop the

police van stemmed from a
learned capacity for empathy.

“In theatre, you portray a
character that is fiction,” she
sald “You have to step into the
shoes of a person you've never
met, never touched, never felt.
That's where this sensitive
natare comes from — to show
up in ways that can correct
vwrongdoings.”

Her courage, she sald,
comes directly from her fam-
ily's military bloodline. Her
father was in the Indo Tibetan
Border Police, and many in
her wider family served the
armed forces. “My dad was so
proud,” she smiled. “He joked
that I shouldn't have pushed
the van that hard, the bonnet
could have brokern.”

While Rhiva harbours a
gquiet ambition to join the mil-
itary herself —admittiing can-
didly that she neads to rebuild
her physical fiimess following
a recent illness — she current-
1y channels her observations
into writing.

She recently completed a

screenplay: a dystoplan, Black
Mirror-esque tale exploring
societal irony in India, and
what happens when power
roles are suddenly reversed.
*“Just the one life, so difficult to
pick and choose.... I want to do
1tall, you know?” she glgeled.

For now, she 1s focused on
the current national crisis,
the one she has been sucked
into. “Every time someone
compares me to the fresdom
fighters, my eves well up with
tears — 1t feels ke more than
a natlonal award,” she sald.

“Butwe should not deflact.
The real faces of this move-
ment are the students.... Tothe
students of India reading this:
Your life is important. Stand
your ground.”

Rhiva has a message for
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi too: “Just do vour job.”

“You ran for elections, you
pledged, vou were elected.
Just do yvour job, because vou
slgned up for it. That 1s what
weask. Nothing more, nothing
less,” she said.

She distilled the current
vouth movement into a sim-
ple principle: “Gen Z's slogan
is “Live and Let Live’. You are
enttiled to your opinion. I am
entitled to mine. T won't in-
terfere with vour falth, don't
interfere with mine. But what
15 happening 1s totally against
what I stand for."”

With the Mumbai police
deploying facial recognition
software to track the protest
partlcipants across Dadar and
Shivaji Park, Rhiva remains
acutely aware that formal
legal harassment might follow
her viral moment.

“If you are going to Zero in
on students who are peaceful-
ly requesting their rights, re-
member that the operational
word here 1s ‘peaceful’. Even
standing in front of that bus, I
wasn't velling, I wasn't throw-
Ing my hands.... I was exercis-
ing my right.”

She added softly: “Do not
be afraid of the haters. Hate is
one of the many things we are
fighting ™
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STATE

IPS officer among five suspended for TMC-era acts, Suvendu broaches all incidents in Assembly speech

Bill hands

panchayat

powers to
officials

PRANESH SARKAR

Calcutta: The Assembly
passed a bill on Saturday to
appoint administrators to
gram panchayats if the chiefs
or deputy chiefs did not attend
offices for over 15 days and to
delegate financial powers to
government officers at the
rural bodles.

“This bill was moved to en-
gure that rural people are not
deprived of development in
casepanchavatchiefsarestay-
ing off offices,” Dilip Ghosh,
the state panchavat minister,
said in the House on Saturday.

According to sources, the
West Bengal Panchayats (Second
Amendment) Bill, 2026 was in-
irodnced after 1t was fiumd that
more than 2,000 gram panchayat
chiefs and deputy chiefs — all
belomging to the Trnamool Con-
£ress —were not attending offic-
es after the Assembly poll resulis
were ot on May4d.

As the signature of the
chiefs (deputy chiefs in their
absence) was mandatory to
prepare the action plan, hold
gram sabhas to vet the action
plan and approve payvment,
the work at the lowest tier of
the three-tier panchayat sys-
tem came to a standstill.

According to the bill, the
authorities will be able to ap-
point an officer in the rank of
extension officer and above as
an administrator of a gram
panchavat in case the chiefs
and deputy chiefs remain un-
available for 15 days. The bill
also divests the chiefs of finan-
clal powers and relegates the
authority jointly to the exec-
utive assistant and the secre-
tary of the panchayats.

CAG reports

Finance minister Swapan Das-
gupta tabled 28 CAG reports
— prepared between 2020-21
and 2025-26 —1In the House as
the previous government had
not tabled those in the past six
VEars.

AVLIT SINHA
Siliguri: Chief minister Su-
vendu Adhikari on Saturday
announced that the home (po-
lice) department under him
had suspended five police of-
ficers, including an TIPS officer,
for alleged dereliction of duty
in four different cases report-
ed across Bengal during the
Trinamool Congress regime.

Speaking in the Assembly
on the final day of the budget
session, he said the declsion
had been made on the basis
of preliminary investigations
conducted against the police
officers concernad.

“From 2011 to 2026, when
the earlier chief minister
was in power, the police were
misused in different cases.
Today, I am referring to four
incidents on which the home
department has taken certain
decisions,” said the chisf min-
ister.

The decision involves
suspension and departmen-
tal proceedings against five
police officers — IPS officer
Koteswar Rao. Amalendu
Biswas and Moazzem Hossalin,

an inspector and an assistant
sub-inspector of the state po-
Hee, respectively, and Subarna
Dutta Choudhury and Sadhan
Das, an inspector and a sub-in-
spector of the Kolkata Police,
respectively.

Suvendu referred to the
police firing at Chandga vil-
lage in the Kallaganj block
of North Dinajpur district in
April 2024, During a raid in
search of people involved inan
attack on the Kaliaganj police
station following the rape and
murder of a minor girl. a po-
lice toam reached the village
and ASI Hossain opened fire,
Killing local vouth Mrityumjoy
Barman.

“Mritvunjoy Barman
used to work in Siliguri and
had come home to attend a
wedding. The police were in
search of his uncle. When the
police could not find him, AST
Moazzem Hossain shot him
{ Barman) in the chest,” said
the chief minister.

After voted to power, his
government carried out a pri-
mary investigation. “Based on
it, ASI Hossain is being sus-
pended. An FIR would be filed

against him and if required,
more stringent steps would be
taken,” Suvendu sald

The second case that the
chief minister referred to
was the alleged mental tor-
ment faced by former IG and
retired IPS officer Pankaj
Dutta.

In October 2024, Dutta was
interrogated at the Burtolla
police station in Calcutta fol-
lowing his remark on a red-
Hght area in Calcutta during
a seminar at the Presidency
University after the rape and
murder of the woman doctor
at RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital.

In November 2024, Dutta
passed away in Varanasl.

“Pankaj Dutta was har-
assed by the police at the in-
structions of the then chief
minister and was made to sitat
the police station from 10am to
10pm and was not even offerad
water. That1s why we have de-
cided to suspend Sadhan Das,
who was also the investigat-
ing officer and Subarna Dutta
Choudhury, who was the in-
spector-in-charge of the police
station then,” sald Adhikarl

Dereliction axe on cops

Indrani, Dutta's wife,
thanked the chief minister for
the two officers’ suspension.

In his speech, the chief
minister broached the van-
dalism of a Kall idol at Sury-
anagar in the Kakdwlp area
of the Sunderban police
district in October last vear.
“People gathered in protest
and the police used batons
to disperse them. Then, they
took the Eall idol to the po-
lice station in a prison van,”
said Adhikarl.

“Koteswar Rao, an IPS of
ficer, was the SP of the Sunder-
ban police district then. It has
been decided to suspend him,”
the chief minister added.

Speaking on the same
issue, Suvendu touched on
the lathicharge during the im-
mersion procession of Jagad-
dhatrl Puja at Krishnanagar
in MNadia district in Novem-
ber 2025,

The chief minister said
Amalendn Biswas, who was
the inspectordn-charge of the
Eotwall police station then,
had made derogatory remarks
and beaten up those who were
in the procession.

SUBHASISH CHAUDHURI

Calcutta: Chief minister Su-
vendu Adhikari on Saturday
accused Diamond Harbour
MP and Trinamool Congress
national general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee of run-
ning his flagship doorstep
healthcare camps Sebashray
through large-scale anoma-
lies that allegedly left several
patients, including women
and children, permanently
disabled.

Suvendu alleged that med-
ical students, who were not
legally qualified to provide
treatment, were made to at-
tend to patients at the camps
where radicactive substances
were also allegedly used in il-
legal ways.

Addressing the Assembly
while responding to a demand
raised by Falta BJP MLA De-
banshu Panda, a day after the
1saue had rocked the House,
Suvendn sald multiple crim-

Murderous tag
for Sebashray

inal cases had already been
reglstered at the Bishnupur
police station in South 24-Par-
ganas and that an extensive
Investigation was underway.

According to the chief min-
ister, South 24-Parganas po-
lice, the Special Task Force of
the CID and a panel of medical
pxperts have been tasked with
probing the allegations to en-
sure“exemplary punishment™
for those responsible.

He announced that the
Bengal government had
sought assistance from
the secretary of the depart-
ment of atomic energy, gov-
ernment of India, and the
chairperson of the Atomic En-
ergv Regulatory Board after

allegations surfaced that ra-
dioactive materials had been
used illegally at the camps.
Abhishek had launched
Sebashray, primarily covering
his Mamond Harbour parlia-
mentary constituency, with
the stated objective of deliver-
ing doorstep medical services
to mmderprivileged residents.
Speaking in the Assembly,
Suvendu said: “A blg scam
has emerged. This is related
to bhaipo's (Abhishek's) Se-
bashray camps. Several cases
have already been filed at
Bishnupur police station.”
Displaying photographs
of alleged victims, including
women and children who
had reportedly lost imbs or

become crippled following
treatment, the chief minister
sald: *What he (Abhishek Ba-
nerjee) has done is horrible.....
Murderous.”

“Ultrasound (USG) and
¥-ray machines were taken
outside authorised medical £a-
cilities and used at the camps.
Doctors from government
hospitals were deployed there
Even medical students who
are still undergoing training
were made to treat patlents.
Are these students eligible to
provide medical treatment?
What happened at these Se-
bashray camps 18 nothing
short of anattempt to murder,”
Suvendu alleged.

The chief minister claimed
that investigating agencles
had selzed selzed medicines
from the godown of Trinamool
leader Dilip Mandal that date
back to 2021. “It means the
medicines administered to
patients had already expired,”
he alleged.

Rally whip
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Asked whether the Centre's
promise of immunity would
apply to Bengal, a senior state
government officlal said: “As
of now, what the CM told the
Assembly stands. Seven FIRs
have been lodged.”

The rally had been called
to demand the resignation of
education minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan over the NEET
exam paper leak and condemn
the Delhi police crackdown on
protesters on Monday.

The Sealdah-to-Dori-
na Crossing march started
around 4pm, with large con-
tingents of police, RAF and
central forces deploved along
the entire route.

Around 6pm, some partec-
ipants — dubbed “outsiders”
by the organisers — flung shp-
pers and lathis at the police
and attacked a few journalists.
The police resorted to a ba-
ton-charge and hurled a fow
tear gas shells.

Suvendu sald he had
told the police that “no force
should be applied until the
rallv violated law and order”.

“A rally of 9,000 people was
advancing peacefully. Sudden-
1y a section of people within
the rally iried to instigate the
police so that the situation
turned volatile. But the police
acted In a restrained manner,”
he said.

The rally organisers had
on Friday put the number of
marchers at 50,000.

Suvendu sald: “T went to
meet s1% injured journalists
at SSKM Hospital around 8
last night. It's not the culture
of Bengal to throw bottles and
shoes at journalists.”

SFI state secretary Deban-
jan Dey condemned those who
attacked the journalists and
alleged that the BJP had em-
bedded “agent provocateurs
in the historic rally” to malign
and derail it.

“The manner in which
the police in other states have
attacked peaceful protesters,
the police in Calcutta did the
same. They attacked the pro-
testers with teargas shells and
batons,” Dey said.

“Several members of the
Left student and youth ontfits

Congress supporters hold candlelight vigil at Nabadwip

in Nadia district on Saturday

evening to remember NEET

aspirants who committed suicide following

question paper leak.

have suffered injurtes and are
undergoing treatment at the
Calcutta Medical College and
Hospital. Neither the chief
minister nor anyone else from
the administration has met
the Injured protesters.”

Sharing a video whose au-
thenticity The Telegraph has
not verified, Dey claimed the
BJP's “agent provocateurs”
had attacked the rally in
Moulali and that the “saffron
ecosystem” had started a hate
campaign against the march
by evening. He challenged the
chief minister to punish the
B.JP goons.

“The video clearly shows
a group of saffron-clad BJP
workers standing atop a fire

Picture by Dibakar Das

brigade vehicle and throwing
stones at the rallyists, BJP
workers were also seen throw-
Ing stones at the rally from the
Moulall Yuva Kendra, where
they were holding a party
workers’ meeting on Friday,”
Dey said.

“When the students oc-
cupled the Dorina Crossing,
these agent provocateurs
started throwing stones,
shoes, sticks and bottles, mo-
lested girl students and as-
saulted jornalsts,” he added.

“The adminlstration
should carry out a probe
and instead of making hate
speeches, the CM should use
the video to identify those who
attacked the rallv.”

Didi protest
fails to
take off

Calcutta: Trinamool Con-
gress chalrperson Mam-
ata Banerjee on Saturday
joined a protest at Padma-
pukur here in support of stu-
dents agitating over the NEET
paper leak after Calcutta High
Court refused permission fora
rally, with the demonstration
triggering a confrontation
between police and party sup-
porters.

The police detained Be-
liaghata MLA Eunal Ghosh
and student leader Balshwa-
nar Chattopadhyvay while
attempting to disperse the
gathering, prompting Mamata
to rush to the protest site. The
protest was organised by the
Trinamool Chhatra Parishad
(TMCP), along with the par-
ty's vouth and I'T wings.

Justice Sougata Bhat-
tacharyva of the high couart,
in a special sitiing on Satur-
day, said that in view of the
violence during Left student
organisations’ NEET protest
here on Friday, permission
for another rally could not be
granted.

Despite the court’s order,
Trinamool supporters assem-
bled at Padmapukur from the
afternoon. rm

BARUIPUR SALVO:

The CPM on Saturday
renewed its demanud for

the immediate release

of party leader Lahek

Ali, who was arrested on
charges of inciting violence
in Survapur, Baruipur,
following the rape and
murder of a minor girl and
the subsequent Iynching of
a vouth.

The party organised a
march from Padmapukuar
to Rabindra Bhavan, in
Baruipur, where CPM state
secretary Md Salim accused
the BJP government of
adopting the same ‘politics
of false cases’ that, he
alleged, had been practised
by the previous Trinamool
Congress regime.

“Just as Mamata
Banerjee could not erase the
CPM's red flag by filing false
cases, Suvendu Adhikari
will not succeed,” Salim
said.

Senior CPM leader Sujan
Chakraborty also addressed
the protesters, targeting
the BJP's ‘double-engine’
governments.

Report by

Subhasish Chaudhuri,
picture by Mehaboob Gazi
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CORTEGE WILL LEAVE HOME AT 12:00 PM

FOR KEORATALA
ON MONDAY, 27TH JULY 2026

PUNJAB BRADREE
7, MAYFAIR ROAD
ON TUESDAY, 28TH JULY 2026

4:00 P.M.

- 5:00 P.M.

Nayana Ben Patel (Wife)

Shibani & Navin Kashyap, Ishani & Vinay Kruttiventi

Kushal & Srishti Patel (Children)

&

%

COMPANY

M.R. Patel & CO.

BIPIN BHAI MOTI BHAI PATEL

Amsha Ariha, Shriya, Ashna, Avyaan & Adidev (Grandchﬂdren)

VMT Fibreglass Industries Pvt. Ltd., Glass Fibre Roofing Industries

OFFICE OF MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
KORBA

e-Procurement

Tender Notice

Main Portal: htip://eproc.cgstate.gov.in KORBA
NIT No: 535/2026 Dated:- 21.07.2026
| Prohabl |
S'-I: System Name of Work/Description m;" A : El_
| Tender No. of Work =i
Contract
CONSTRUCTION OF
] 195913 HOCKEY TURF AT STADIUM | Rs. 1109.78
: (1st Call) | MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, Lakh
KORBA (C.G.) (DMF Fund)

Government of Chhattisge
gav.in from 21.07.2026
onwards.

The details can be viewed directly from the

Municipal Corporation

irh http://eproc.cgstate,
at 20.30 Hours. (IST)

Sdj-
Commissioner

Korba (C.G.)

1"Floor, Vikas Bhawan, New
{Tel:0R12-2215580,2215385;

Email: urbansec-bih@nic.in, Websit
Fequest for Proposal for Selection of

Document, fromwebsite: https:/‘eprocd bibar,

Govt. 7 of i

Urban Development and Housing Department, Govt. of Bihar

Communication Support for Strategic Communication and Public Outreach
Enhancement Initiative for Urban Development and Housing Department, Bihar

L Urian Development & Housing Department, Gow. of Bihar, invites propesals from eligible firms
for “Request for Proposal for Selection of Consultants for tha for “Selection of Agency for the
Intagrated Meadia & Communization Support for Strategic Communication and Public
Qutreach Enhancement Initiative for Urban Development and Housing Department, Bihar”,

L Inierested Consultancy Firms may download the complete Request for Proposals (RFP)

Secretariat, Patna-800015

Fax: 2217059 2231566
g:https:/ fstate.bihar.gov.in/urban

Agency for thelntegrated Media &

gawin o hitps:/state.bihar.gavin/urban

SN | PARTICULARS

DETAILS

1| Website for submissian of proposal

www, 2proc? bihargoving

1 |Mode of Submission

Onding submission through eproc? portal
www.eprocd bihargov.in) and at the same
time submission of Hard copies of Tender fee,
Bid Security, payment prodf, original copy of
affidavit, declaration regarding Blacklisting
and Power of Attorney as per RFP document
at Urban Development and Housing
Department, Govt. of Bihar, LstFloor, Vikas
Bhawan, New Secretariat, Patna-800015

3 | Date, time and venue of Pre bid meating

4 | Last date and time for Submission of
Proposal on www.eproc2 bihargowin

31/07/2026, 12:30PM

At- Urban Development and Housing
Department, Govt. of Bihar, stFloor, Vikas
Bhawan, New Secretarlat, Patna-800015

17/08/ 2026 up ta 03.00 PM

5 Last date and time for Submission of
Hard Coples {EMD, Tender fee, payment
proaf, original copy of BG,affidavit,
Blacklisting and Power of Attorney as
per AFP document)

18,08/ 2026 up to 03:00 PM

Urban Develapment and Housing
Department, Gowt. of Bihar, Vikas Bhawan,
Bailey Road Patna, Pin-B00015

6 | Dateand time of opening of Technical
Bids

18/08/ 2026 at D4.30 PM

7 | Date and time of opening of Financial
Bids

Will be intimated kater to stccessiul bidders

B Method of Selection

CQuality-cum-Cast Based Selection |QCAES)
methad {70:30)

Lei

.

wiww_eprocd bihar.govin and participate in

R Carnple, 2rd Flaor, Canara Bank Campus, K

registration,

for participating in e-RFP process, theapplicant shall have to
Password and digital Signature, This will enable them to access the website-

tendaring systems, they may contact "e- procurament HELPDESK, Junction Services Limited,

B00014" (Toll Free Mumber:1800572657%,

Forfurther details please visit website state.bihar. gov.in/pedbihar
PR- 008684 ( Urban Dev. ) 2026-27
70 1 7R, e % e e

Urban Development and Housing Department

Agencias) Firms may download the complete Request for Proposal (RFF) Document, from

website: hittps-/'eprac2.bihar.gov.In or https:/fstate bilar govin/urban

getthem registerad to get user D
e-tender, Those who are not registered in e-

hajpura, Ashiana Road, P.5-Shastri Nagar, Patna
Emal: eprocZsupport@blhargavin) for

Special Secretary
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First win, reform watch begins

SUBHAJOY ROY

Calcutta: Dharmendra
Pradhan may have resigned,
but much more needs to be
done to cleanse the system,
many Calcuttans who joined
Friday’s rally said on Satur-
day.

For a second-year English
student, the joy of achieving
one demand was tempered by
caution over what lies ahead.
“Till wider reforms are im-
plementead and the corrupt
are rooted out, irregularities
in exams will continue,” he
said.

The education minister’'s
resignation was the loudest
demand at Friday's rally, but
it was not the only one. Pro-
testers also called for greater
transparency and accounta-
bilttv from the government.

A paper leak has a hidden
consequence: the emotion-
al toll it takes on candidates.
Months of preparation, dis-
cipline and investment are
disrupted when students are
forced to reappear for a test.
They struggle to recreate the
same momentum and per-
formance on a re-exam day,
losing out on coveted courses,
opportunities and dreams.

Several young people crit-

icized Union finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman's recent
remark that a paper leak was
not necessarily harmful be-
cause it gave students more
time to prepare.

“How insensitive and cal-
lous can yvou ba?” one college
student asked.

“It 15 good that Pradhan
has resigned, but 1t will mean
nothing till the conduct of
exams is made foolproof. The
system needs an overhaul,”
said Savan Gharad, 20.

Some protesters continued
to demand that the National
Testing Agency (NTA), which
conducts NEET, be scrapped.
Instead of one natlonwide
test, states should be allowed
to conduct thelr own medical
entrance exams, they said.

A decentralised system
would prevent the country’s
medical education system
from belng affected by a fail-
ure in one region.

“The goal 15 t0 ensure there
are no paper leaks,” a student
sald.

A 22-vear-old NEET-UG
2024 pxaminee questioned why
NEET was a pen-and-paper
test while JEE-Main for en-
gineering admissions — also
conducted by the NTA — was
computer-based.

!1

Stndents during the march from Sealdah to Esplanade on Friday. Picture by Bishwarup Dutta

Lamiva Firdausi, 55,
who walked Friday’'s rally
with her 27-vear-old daugh-

ter and 23-year-old son, said
Pradhan's resignation was

only the beginning,

“The resignation is the
first step. I think the protesters
will now keep an eye on what

the government does next. If
it does not fulfil the promises
1t made, they may again come
bhack to the streets. For the mo-
ment, it is time to withdraw,”
she said.

Firdausl sald she was
glad to be among the volces
across India that forced the
government to respond. “I
had thought about going to
Jantar Mantar with my chil-
dren if the minister continued
to remain in the chair,” she
said.

After announcing the with-
drawal of the protests, the
Cockroach Janta Party posted
on X that the Centre had ac-
cepted all its demands. These
ncluded withdrawal of FIRs
filed by the Centre and NDA-
ruled states, no actlon against
protesters, maximum com-
pensation for families of those
whose sulclides were linked
to the NEET paper leak, and
wider exam reforms.

CJP spokesperson Sau-
rav Das said in Delhi that the
protests were withdrawn “in
good faith and understanding
that the agreed-upon terms
will be executed within the
agreed-upon tme™.

“If not, we will hit the
streets again.” a medical stu-

City CJP turns to
Bengal education

SAMARPITA BANERJEE
AND KINSUK BASL

Calcutta: The Cockroach
Janta Party has called off its
proposed rally in Calcutta on
July 20 but said 1t was not step-
ping away from the turf.

The outfit said it would
now focus on improving in-
frastructure in educational
Institutions across Bengal,
from schools to colleges. Its
members said they had sought
meatings with chief minister
Suvendu Adhikari and state
higher education minister Ja-
gannath Chattopadhyay.

The decision came with-
in hours of Dharmendra
Pradhan resigning on Satur-
day and the Centre accepting
the students’ other demands.

“We have decided to call off
OUr protests as our demands
have been met. But we will
focus on the development of
the education system and in-
frastructure of educational
Institntions in our state,” said
Dedipya Ganguly, a CJP mem-
ber in Calcutta.

CJP members sald the
day’s developments were their
biggest achievement and the
result of a nationwide protest
movement led by Gen Z. The
resignation and acceptance

of thelr demands showed that
sustained student mobilisa-
tlon conld compel the govern-
ment to respond to concerns
raised by the youth, they said.

“We are students from
Bengal, and we want to meet
our chief minister and the
education minister to discuss
the development of education
infrastructure in our state,”
Ganguly said.

The group said it wanted
the state government to con-
sider issues affecting students.

“We want the government
to consider bus fares for stu-
dents, as many of them come
from different soclo-economic
backgrounds... We have seen
how the previous government
dealt with the education sys-
ter... We want a better environ-
ment across campuses, If the
government gives us tme for a
meeting, we would place some
of our demands,” Ganguly said.

“We condemn the attack
on journalists at Friday’'s
rally. We did not go under our
banner as we did not receive
permission from police. We re-
quest the police to look into the
matter and take strict action
against those responsible.”

The CJP told police that
the 11 arrested men were not
members of the organisation.

Cops track Cockroaches
‘for rally violence probe’

SANJAY MANDAL
AND OUR BUREAU

“Do vou have any cockroaches
in your area’”’

“No, we have an insecticide. So,
no cockroaches here. ™

Calcutta: This was the ex-
change between a police of-
ficer and a BJP worker in a
sonth Caleutta neighbourhood
after Friday's rally called by
Left student organisations and
supported by the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP), demand-
ing Union education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan's resig-
nation among other 1ssues.

The officer was enquiring
whether anyvone from the area
had attended the rally.

“The officer asked me
whether there were any cock-
roaches in our area. I checked
with my party workers, and
they said there were no sup-
porters of the Cockroach
Party here.” sald the BJP
worker.

Another BJP mandal lead-
er from south Calcutta said
police had asked his co-work-
ers whether anyone from the
locality had gone to Friday's
rally.

According to sources,
Kolkata Police have started
collecting information about
people who attended the
protest. At least two BJP

A protester at Friday's rally

tion had been issued to police
stations to ldentify all rally
participants.

“This was a students’
rally. Evervone has a right to
protest. We have no interest
in knowing who attended the
rally. Our effort is to identify
those who unleashed violence.
We are trving to identify those
who heckled reporters and
those who threw bottles, bam-
boosticks and shoes. They will
be booked,” said an officer of

level to speed up the process,”
the officer said.

An inspector posted as
officer-in-charge of a south
Calcutta police station sald
videos were circulated to OCs
through WhatsApp. The OCs
then shared them with an-
tl-rowdy officers for identifi-
cation.

A Trinamool leader from
south Calcutta said that the
police had not made similar
Inguiries after rallies by Op-
position parties in the past 15
Vears.

“Even during the RG Kar
movement, no police officer
sought information about par-
ticipants. However, we would
internally gather information
about participants from our
locality,” the leader said.

Chief minister Suvendu
Adhikarl on Friday warned:
“If any antl-national slogans
are raised, we will identify
those responsible and take ap-
propriate action. The country
became Independent in 1947,
Raising ‘Azaadi, Azaadi’® slo-
gans or engaging in any inap-
propriate activities will not be
tolerated. You may raise any
legitimate slogans; there will
be no problem.”

He added: “Leave the mat-
ter to me. Suvendu Adhikari
will ensure that anti-national
forces are uprooted from the
soil of Bengal. This is the land

Protesters in the 1:11]15r in Esplanade on Friday. Picture by Sanat Kr Smha

No one forced us: JU protesters

SUBHANKAR
CHOWDHURY

Jadavpur: Around 5,000 Ja-
davpur University students hit
the streets on Friday demand-
ing the Union education min-
ister's resignation, even as the
varsity sought an “urgent re-
port™ from hostel superinten-
dents on Suvendu Adhikarl’s
allegation that students had
been forced to participate in a
protest rally on July 20.

Many of those who
marched from Sealdah to Es-
planade on Friday wers hostel
residents. Students who spoke
to Metro said they had joined

in the New Boys® Hostel on the
JU campus.

“The minister had to re-
slgn because of a spontansous
and sustained movement by
students,” he said.

A student of the interna-
tional relations department
who lives in the JU Main Hos-
tel said 1t was absurd that the
authorities had sought reports
from hostel superintendents.

“If we don't protest after
problems of this scale have
shaken the entire nation,
when will we? If this still does
not boil our blood, what will?
No one foreed ns. It was our de-
cision, and it will remain so in

tels and forced to participate
in them —something that hap-
pened at Jadavpur University
a couple of days ago. Students
themselves complained to me
about this.”

The ABVP’s JU unit presi-
dent, Nikhil Das, said: “We have
prepared a list of hostel resi-
dents who participated in the
July 20 rally. We will share it
with the university anthorities
so0 they can find out who among
them had been forced to partic-
ipate... The chief mimister must
have received complaints about
forced participation.”

JU hostel superintendeonts
informed vice-chancellor

“We took part in the ral-
lies on Monday and Friday
becanse the canse was impor-
tant,” said Sayak Sahoo, a so-
clology student at Presidency.

On Friday, Suvendu said:
“If anti-national slogans are
raised, we will identify those
responsible and take appropri-
ate action. Thecotmtry became
Independent in 1847. Raising
‘Araadl, Azaadi’ slogans or en-
gaging in inappropriate actvi-
ties will not be tolerated.”

Several JU teachers ex-
pressed disappointment that a
nniversity with a long history
of stndent activism had been
asked to investigate whether

11 arrested

for clashes,
Goonda Act
invoked

KINSUK BASU

Caleutta: Police arrested 11
men in the city and adjcining
areas for allegedly assaulting
cops and journalists during
Friday’s protest.

“Eleven accused were ar-
rested in connection with yes-
terday’s violence,” sald Kunal
Aggarwal, Calcutta’s addi-
tlonal commissioner of police,
crime, on Saturday.

Earlier in the day, seven
cases were registered, with the
government invoking the new
Goonda Act.

“Five cases have been reg-
istered at Hare Street police
station based on complaints
lodged by journalists. Another
case has been registered at En-
tally police station on the com-
plaint of a man who said he
was assaulted,” an officer said.

“Soparate cases have been
registered under the BNS,”
another officer said.

Police said around 70 peo-
ple had been 1dentified in con-
nection with the incidents.

The police said those ar-
rested included Mohammed
Azad, Mohammed Afroz,
Irfan Ehurshed, 30, Arshad
All, 50, Mohammed Moinnd-
din, 26, Mohammed Alamgir,
468, Imran Ahmed, 19, Khalid

mandal leaders in south Cal- the rank of additional com- of India’s freedom struggle, both the July 20 rally and Fri-  the future,” the student sald. Chiranjib Bhattacharijee on students had been coerced Reja, 47, Zamir Ahmed, 42,
cutta sald thev had been ap- missioner. the land of Rishi Aurobindo, day's march voluntarily. According to many, the Friday that they had received intojoining a protest. Mohsin Ehan, 30, and Dipak
proached by local police sta- Another officer saild videos  and we will not allow any dis- “There was no pressure... July 20 rally from JU to Gol- no complaint from any stu- “Delhi University and JNU  Bhowmick, 38.
tions seeldng help to identify  of the violence and heckling ruptive or objectionable actlv-  We felt compelled to protestfor  park, which drew Suvendu’s  dent about being forced outof had warned students against At least six journalists
people from their nelghbour- of reporters had been shared itles here” a just cause, given that many  attention, was the first hig stu-  hostels to join protests. Bhat- participating in the protests at ~ were injured and admitted to
hoods who were present at the  with police statlons, which On Saturday, Suvendu students of our age ended dent protest in Bengal since tacharjee is expected to send  Jantar Mantar, citing possible  SSKM Hospital after the rally,
rally. were asked to identify those condemned the attack on jour- their lives over the botched- the BJP cametopowerinMay., the report to the government disciplinary and legal conse- while several other reporters
Police officers, however, involved. nalists and said those accused up NEET exams. The resigna- Suvendn had alleged that on Monday. guences. In Bengal, the chief and camerapersons suffered
sald they were gathering infor- “Usually, identifying and would face the “strictest ac- ton of the education minlster JU students were dragged out Students from other cam- minister, instead of leaving minorinjuries.
mation about those iInvolvedin  arresting perpetrators (inlaw- tlon” under the new Bengal on Saturday showed that the of hostels and forced to par- puses also joined Friday’s the matter to the university Suvendu visited the in-
violence and the heckling of and-order cases) is done by Public Safety and Control of complaints of irregularities tHeipate init. On Thursday, he rally. Among them were at  authorities, took it upon him- jured journalists at SSEM
journalists. the anti-rowdy squad. Butthis  Anti-social Activities Act, were genuine,” sald Souren had said: “We are not opposed  least 30 residents of Presiden- self to warn students,” sald on Friday night and assured
Officers at Kolkata Police time. the informationhasbeen 2026, known as the Goonda Mallick, a first-vear electrical toprotest rallies. But students ¢y University's Eden Hindu Manas Ghosh, a fllm studies them that strict action would
headguarters sald no instrue- shared at the police statlon  Act. engineering student wholives cannot be dragged out of hos-  Hostel off College Street. professor at JU. be taken.
G O OD for the rally. Police said = ) I 2 N
mmeneee (Gity’s 100 wards split into 130, the other 44 into 70
MORNING | remsor 4o 7
releasad.
SUBHAJOY ROY The first 100 wards have by Sunday. the number of wards in the cated in South 24-Parganas. revision. We have only split
EVENT W E AT H E R been part of the EMC since “The administrator will boronughs will go up. “Eight The district administration the larger wards into small-
Caleutta: Under a drafi around Independence, with discuss the changes with boroughs will have 12 wards | is the custodian of the land er waris but the area has
B 2nd Documentary Filim YESTERDAY proposal prepared by the civic body serving as engineers and officials who each while eight other bor- records for these wards remained nnchanged,” said
Festival 2026, Kolkata Inter- . the Kolkata Municipal the custodian of their land worked on the delimitation oughs will have 13 wards through the office of the an official.
national Foumdation for E Maximum: 29.6°C (-3) Corporation, the city's fivst records. exercise. The draft will be each,” said the official. block land and land reforms The delimitation exercise
Arts, Literatire and Minimum: 26.4°C (-0.3) 100 wards will be reorgan- The remaining 44 wards published for the public by The EMC administers officer,” a civic official said. aims to reduce the size of
Culivre, 3pm to &pm. RAINFALL: 9.6mm ised into 130, while the were added later. Forty-one July 31,” said a civic official. | an area of 206.08sqkm, The land records of very large wards and those
remaining 44 wards will be were incorporated in the “We have broken the stretching firom Cossipore wards 1 to 100 are with with a high voter concentra-
HUMIDITY: Max: 97%, reconstituted into 70, taking | 1980s, while wards 142, existing 144 wards into 200 in the north to Joka in the the KMC. tion. Once completed, the
TMC rally e the total number of civic 143 and 144 became part wards, Wards 1to 100 have | south, and from EM Bypass Officials ensured that | wards are expected to have
m CALCUTTA: Pollce removed - wards firom 144 to 200, of the KMC in 2012. The been splitinto 130 wards, and adjoining areas in the areas cwrrently tnder wards | nearly uniform area, popu-
S At Tl THE FORECAST The draft, which redraws | land records for these 44 while wards 101 to 144 have | east to Garden Reach and 101 to 144 remained under lation and voter strength.
leaders. ol Kunal Maximum Minimum the boundaries of all exist- wards are maintained by the | beensplitinto 70 wards,” Metiabruz in the west. the South 24 Parganas dis- Last month, chief min-
Ghosh .:mﬂ Balsnghw AT 20°C 96°C ing wards, is cuorently being | South 24-Parganas district said the official aware of Though the entire area trict ad ministration even ister Suvendu Adhikari
Chatterjee, from CIT Road serutinised at different lev- administration. the draft that has been is commonly identified after they were split into announced that the State
foralle gediy gathering ] E_KPECTED: els of the state government. The redrawn wanrd prepared. as Calcutta, a substantial smaller wards. Election Commission would
Prolu i Ao h Light rain/thundershower Ttis expected to be made boundaries along witha The 16 boroughs of KMC | portion falls within South “The area that is part of undertake the delimitation
to Moulali after the high SUNSET SUNRISE publi_c P_'f July 31_, sourcesin | report v:"ﬂl he subm_ltted will remain I_J]:'l(:hﬂl‘lged 24-];-‘31331135 district. South 24-P1_arganas district erier:eise and redraw the
court denied permission 6.20pm 5.06am the civic body said. to EMC's administrator after the revision., though "Wards 101 to 144 are lo- must remain so even after city’s ward map.
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== Sister Nivedita University Presents
%#\ ¢ The Telegraph Young Metro AXIOM
l( The Quiz Excellence League 2026

The inter-school quiz showcased knowledge, teamwork and intellectual excellence

THE NEXX
BIG STEY

f" “ >

o il

o T

Sister Nivedita University presents The Telegraph Young Metro AXIOM - The Quiz Excellence League
2026, powered by National High School and Supertron Electronics, brought together the brightest
P  young minds from across the region for a prestigious inter-school quiz competition. The event was held
on 7 July at Hyatt Regency, Kolkata, and served as a platform to nurture critical thinking, teamwork
and intellectual curiosity among school students while celebrating academic excellence. Conducted by
the Mosedu Knowledge Foundation, the quiz challenged participants through engaging and
intellectually stimulating rounds that tested their knowledge, analytical ability and presence of mind.

HE

{From extreme left) Minal Parekh, Sister Nivedita University, Niilesh Ghosh and Archisman Gupta of
Birla High School, Maoira Street, Shreyas Kundu and Ayush Krishnan of M. P. Birla Foundation Higher
Secondary School and Avigayan Sur and Aanya Singh of National High School, Hazra Road, with their
trophies & Subhamoy Chakrabort, CTO, ABP Pvt. Lid.

THE NEXY
" BIG E”EE?

: AXIDM MDSEDY
Radhs SN TR MEREN |

2.4)
Bella! - Helfo!
Poopoye! - Goodbye!

e want [ = | v gy
Tuarh yu! — Thank you!
Tulaliloo gl amal - W lowe pou/
Totote bale tul - F hate youl
Bee do bee do bee dol — Firal
o’

Which language is this,
created by Plerre Coffin?

What, appropriate, lnthe
w: nch fills: | |n ll'

YOUNGMETRO

AXI.M

. ' THE EXCEL
Sk : QUIZ LEAGUE E.

Finalists of The Telegraph Young Metro AXIOM - The Quiz Excellence League 2026

A Truly Regional Contest

The competition witnessed enthusiastic
participation from 36 leading schools, making it
one of the largest inter-school quiz events in the
region. Besides premier institutions from
Kolkata, the contest also welcomed schools from
beyond the city and outside West Bengal,
reflecting its expanding reach and popularity,
including Sai International School and Sai
International Residential School from Odisha,
Apex Academy, Mahishadal (Purba Medinipur),
and Magnus Global School, Burdwan, among
several other reputed schools. The diversity of
participating institutions added a rich
competitive spirit and transformed the event

Prelims - Round 1

It was wonderful to see so
many bright young minds

come together on one platform.
Axiom has been organised
beautifully and initiatives like
these encourage students to
think critically, collaborate and
enjoy the process of learning.

I must congratulate the
organisers for putting together
such a well-planned event.
Competitions like Axiom give
students the confidence to
challenge themselves while

It's inspiring to witness the
enthusiasm and curiosity of the
participants, Axiom has created an
E excellent platform where

| knowledge, teamwork and healthy
competition come together

participants, organisers,
teachers and parents in this
quiz competition. I
congratulate ABP for this
wanderful event which has
been curated to challenge the
thought process of the
students.

- Abhishek Kumar Yadav

Founder Chairman & Academic
Director, Griffins International Schoal

Our teachers help us with
materials and things we may
not know. We learn to answer
under pressure and within
time limits.

- Nida Khan
5t. John's Diocesan Girls’
Higher Secondary School

Powered by Strong

Educational Partnerships

The event was further enriched through the
support of distinguished academic and
institutional partners. The event was
presented by Sister Nivedita University and

. GriNins Intematisnal Schoel

s A0 150 20012078 Cantifiad Schoo!
s _'qiui) Day curm Boarlog Sehool

learning from one another.
- Prof. (Dr.) Minal Pareek A e et
Dean -School of Arts, Media and Design at - M. Viswanathan %ﬁ?ﬁgpe:‘tmn ERconie
Sister Nivedita University President, B
Director of Digital Media at National High School
Techno India Group
Best wishes to all the One of the defining

AXIOM was a thrilling and
fiercely competitive experience,
where staying calm under
pressure proved to be our

biggest strength.

- Ayush Krishnan
M. P. Birla Foundation Higher
Secondary Schoaol

AXIOM stood out for its
refreshing game show-style
format, making it a truly unique
and unforgettable experience.
Winning under quiz-masters I've
long admired made the victory
even sweeter.

- Shreyas Kundu
M. P. Birla Foundation Higher
Secondary School

powered by National High School and Supertron
Electronics. The Knowledge Partners included
Griffins International School, Vidyamandir
Society & JDBI, 5ai International Residential
School, The Institute of Cost Accountants of India
(ICMAI), Morning Bells Academy, and KIIT
International School, each contributing towards
creating a vibrant ecosystem of learning and
academic excellence.

moments of the day was
the interaction with
renowned educationist
Anand Kumar, Founder
of Super 30. Sharing his
inspiring personal
journey, he encouraged
students to believe in
their potential, embrace
challenges and
recognise education as
the greatest tool for
transforming lives.
"Wever look for shortcuts,” he told the students,
stressing that real success comes only through
sustained effort and cannot be rushed. His powerful
message on perseverance, resilience and equal
opportunity resonated deeply with students, parents
and teachers alike.

- Anand Kumar
Educationist, Founder - Super 30

The event's commitment to student well-being
was reinforced by its Health Partners - Saroj
Gupta Cancer Centre & Research Institute and
Dr. 5. C. Deb Homeo Research Laboratory (Pvt.)
Ltd. - whose association reflected the importance
of holistic development alongside academic
achievement.
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into a truly regional celebration of knowledge.

An Intense Battle of
Young Minds

The competition commenced with three
preliminary rounds that tested participants
across history, science, literature, sports, current
affairs and general knowledge. After several
closely fought rounds, 12 schools progressed to
the semi-finals before the competition narrowed
to the top six finalists. The grand finale witnessed
a gripping contest as teams displayed remarkable
composure, teamwork and analytical thinking
under pressure.

Emerging as the Champion was M. P. Birla
Foundation Higher Secondary School, while Birla
High School, Moira Street secured the First
Runner-up position and National High School,
Hazra Road finished as the Second Runner-up.
Their outstanding performances reflected not
only academic brilliance but also the confidence,
collaboration and quick thinking required to
excel in competitive environments.

More Than a Quiz

The winners, finalists and semi-finalists were
felicitated by ABP officials and partner
organisations. Beyond identifying champions, The
Telegraph Young Metro AXIOM The Quiz
Excellence League 2026 reaffirmed the importance
of curiosity, collaboration and lifelong learning. By
bringing together students, educators, parents and
distinguished institutions on a common platform,
the event strengthened its position as one of
India's premier intellectual competitions, inspiring
the next generation of learners to think critically,
compete ethically and strive for excellence.
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H& GG TG || [ Fae! sfiald &y e ! . - . B.Tech/ M.Tech/ MBa/ | | | 2XPIONING new career Suitable bride

academic background. She is working to a doctor family lookin opportunities, seeking T G :
, y g CA/ Drf Teacher/ Ph.D/ . Nald Gelj match desire

139 6 g ERENS

FEADIS] as an Associate Professor al a reputable fo itable Specialist Law/ Master's or a well-established WB | || _ s
&fats) #i1@ 12 | o sty | [medical institute in Bengaluru.Looking I a surtanie speciall squivalent, Gow/Pvt ob | || Brahmin groom Up fo || (G 9@ T2 *.5%%.5 i ild i
Castenobar, ||[va. 42 e | or an educaied, well estabished and compalible Doctor G ithin 36 (min € LPA). Well-edu=| | |33 years. Howrah/ ' i od e
mﬁm Tiewg | . ' pa r aroom witnin yrs., cated decent and from | || L0 2 prefamed ?ﬂa ‘[513 . welcome.
M: ’ ST #TeT | | Muslim groom between 35 and 39 years of age. Gen. Caste. around Kolkata a good family. : i Call:-

8697513616

(7 pmto9pm)

Mobile - 8910081570

9432944465

Contact :
9232395746 (WhatsApp)

Contact- 8276885762

Mobile

9143254626

9831638970
8697136544

9434209639
(M/W.App)

9434177575
8906376291
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BRIDE
WANTED

EB (a7 33/5'8"
Phd (Maths -
foen) astETE
TIFR-4 FAqS
(S1TT=T) ATga
oS L
sIgafea (e
*[121) EB tawy)/
el TEE

;ﬂw mat
el
SrETE e
s wneifE 18

9831489616
(8PM-9PM)

Doctor, Child specialist,
3%y, E.B., Baidya
Brahmin fram Kolkata
Sodepur seeks homely

bride upto 34yr age.
6291961756

A caring well
educated,stable

UK based Baidya
family with
roots at Kolkata
invite proposal
from skilled

young women,
Cast no bar
Boy- 36/ 5'5" Pvt
Sector/ M.Sc,
BBA/ lTeetotaler;
Mithun, Devgan.

',9830040746:

EB Saha 30/5'8”
Ph.D IIT KGP
Associate
Research
Scientist UAE
fair beautiful
highly educated
minimum 5’3"/
25-27, working
bride wanted.

Mobile:
7980100933

EB Baishya Saha
30/5'8" B.Tech (IIT),
Ph.D (USA), employed
&t a leading MNC in
Califoria. Seeking a
US based Good
looking, general caste
bride (working/ study) or
willing 1o relocate,
under 29, MS/PhD
prefemed.

Mobile
9433907484

Baishya, 35/5'3", M.5. in
Computer Science
from
(4] University,
premnﬂyselﬂedmm New
Jersey, working as a
Senior Software
Engmurmm

¥
ahn'.re $100,000.
Own house in Kolkata.

ks
welledacated

below 34 years, B.Tech
& Master's,
relocate to th

Whatsh
891092 '?Sf
9831431263.

SfdaE 1Y,
GG TEH,
BTech 35/5'8"
51+ 988, (F
& MIT=&Tid 6
LPA, [
e arg),
Salt lakes @
Furnished Flat,
TS G,
forel (FesTe T
i=end (Retd).
feifsl

o

qrarE #1a) 518 |
cralfEsiel arers |

9038142044

ofeq3, 38+/
SJSH' W

s, 30 LPA,

FEHE STl |

wfaifze), e,
4,

&l 32

, e,
ABH A T
AL A
FACS 2T oAl
518 | EIgrERe!
BHLA |

M+Wapp:
7735085282

Engaged in family
suburban.

New Town (

established
Seeki

We are ‘iouklng for a well educated gnm:l
loaking brahmin bride for our only son.

Qualification of the boy: B.Tech, M.Sc {University

of I.nndnn] Age 32 years. Hﬂght 5715

modermn manufacturing factories in Kolkata and

Financially well settled.

We are Dubey /Bharadwaj, migrated from UP

to West Benﬂal Imgltaogo settled in Saltlale &
other

Parents nre highly qualified and socially well

Bengali family with good family background.

CL, )
Fraw 32/5'8" W.B FGWT, grenet Kol Brahmin, WB 39 1988, WB Kayastha, Need well EB %1% 37/59" F70 WB Kayasthya Mahishya (Debgan) sfege Afers
e wfFmdieEeh | | 44/5'S" Norogon ||| gi5v oy (wg, Deb gon, fair Eﬂthmund Uoint [\ a+phD, iz 3fs Doctor’sson (|| 2 r e, ol 33/5'8" BA
cwatl, B.Com coretel e, B.Tech & qraifis and handsome | |Family) bride for a| || Softyare Engg, 15.3LPA | || Asansol Divorced)| || = income 181akhs), wifefie dram
(ST. XAVIERS), ||| 33+/5'7" BAD.ed e E\E 46/5"7" Groom, | | business oriented m’i e e ot ||| Mangolik Debari || residentof shibpur
M.COM (C.U.), || afefers amwmar (e SORMVER Ph.D. VR family groom. e (Howrah), seeks a e, eifefbe
MBA (ISWBM), ||| petd siests = 2 private Bangalore-4 settled in (WoHinawaiak ﬁg 37+/5"11" B.Tech ||| peautita) educated
: ) g Tﬂ‘ﬂ mqwﬁ oy : TAARE QWG
zsifwats Adani || |8} gay i g cumpany.l MNC (S T3S, Kolkata, is not required) B frmaes waa || [SAP (ST Manager) || employed bride (except -
Willmar (MNC) ¢ Seeking Ko working as room 5.9 ft 45 : MNC Kol looking ||| nurses) below 27 years ||| 57gter1 feifieet
G H{LHE T 30 Surrounding, Registry g ' (job k12 A1) fom ool (General/ Kayastha/ 9 s
HR =TH ﬁ;ﬁ‘l@l issue-less, cancelled by Deputy years old, Norogon. | || %/ B5-2p7 1) T Educated Mahishya), Preference: | || 2429 WL4T
wRrEeE T non-Manglik |||\ Manager in an | | Stay in own house g, @i, Tl Cultured Howrah/ Hooghly/ I g/ @A
Arel | AT S bride. Caste no LY MNC, seeks in Kolkata. (Debari ||| ooy, frafes e working / non Kolkata/ Metro City. || | carerr orr Y a7y
v, Eng. M-9474778449/ bar. LE] ‘Fﬁﬁl gﬂﬂ'd lmking, gon not requirad) w57 /7w 201 working bride. Contact:
yremme o=l WhatsApp- TR ¥R || qualified Bride | IEEETCES | e | - Il 6289589730/ (19163636456
LESRER| 5900248314 | oosorsersn M IR 0830016413 9476137971 f§ 7439506401 19830757174
=157 | - : —
0 i | oss1sazsss | . et T e | oo o] | | BB | (WS
wfoca kil rvwadll 951203357 8335854249 ik Zlyes, 00, | | T 41/56" | | Kayashe, oo5w | | 3655 TS, ik eatablisbd
IR RALTEY | 31/57°BTech, | | surgeon residingin | [FEuieet e e | v wmnrecn | | MBA, S0 ||| X Sicirarsr ||| Mangali, Viishohk, ||| MBA S | |  bwosons eckinga
7003640959 IILEESIC 'ﬁ; vorene secica | | TS || (52057 S e || SO PHABOIAC | | 151LPA, coiTrofeer || BHM (UL Wi s , Vadant| || 1.4 yzs. Notwiking to
TR FEAIT Tl [ : : T Rl (Rg ¥z PSU mﬁ a Consultant : have children in future.,
Tathas s10- ||| ProrBEEST. | |[WeCkhomelybride, | | oupac e 6 s, ||| g v i l;m o) at wﬁwa ‘-‘Iﬁlﬁﬁﬁili%@ by I—‘ﬂashg:{g.;d = chllm b
B, orafo, || Retd, 7o S st d] ,_;p 5?-*19'@*:;"‘? ﬁ&aﬁﬁmﬁ? 1%y FHE SIS Bccogg iy o || kg
Ferararsl i Rl ST AT R | 1 sfaatag 1 " bureaus need
Efmmﬁﬁf o= BereE, TR l"""“"j dm"“mf u:' :‘lrl'ﬁ ::f:wﬁiﬂ T%ﬂﬁmw ﬁﬁ E qp' A 34 AT 1= Il:uiar 45/5'5", Aw;.ﬁnﬁ.
SreTm) T ||| St oyl — B s s ||| Iﬁ"mmg T8 = preferably Gen. casie. Mobile
e Contact: T sty et Ry - I T T4 Mobile M. 8787593472 9007655151/
I (oI, 3R 9477362900 |1 s e Rkl \1-9475236452 I @ 25398728 : 7439506401
ST G 7439473544 Ea 6289084092 6291136003 Wi ==
- H EB Brahmin, Arerat o
[CCUCH Brahmin Norogan | 55, peb Gan, ks 7278729795 8906400097 =PRI (1IN R 00 LS It Namashudra, ||| " 30,/58" Eng
LSNPSty 36/5'8" B. Tech, |  Makar Rashi 7557003023 jf/Spes B.C.A. Income | || medicine in govt. |||MCA, Prabasi Bengaii || [Medium ICSE Board.
BHM, working in 5-87 i, Wi n DMLT From R G
9051397044 ' o{f@ g, 28 IE3, - = medical college groom residing :
UYL OIEYY | MBA(IM) Working || Mumbai, 8LPA. ||| farey srem, Swor | £ & % 31458, | BTech (Computer | |-Tax (TA) Pune@®| |Kolkata Mahishva, || el currendy || |KAR Medical Collge
aewayse | inPWC Hyderaad, | nouse inKolkat. | | 56" PR || oy ot 5 s | ENGiog 4011 | 01 5832, | dvorce. 55 | |imCnad Seeking.| | e cow-or
it Seeking a &g <3, foret © of8 UiF looking for highly educated
cr@ret g A, || wants educated, |beautiful, educated, ||| wrmrgete sty || DeolEBo) < wi) PA. ¢ SRR U@k 1@, AT S| |  general caste bride, below29 ||| Health Dept. o
B.Tech, MBA A . not working/ =15, Srory atfe, ||| 0 G Erﬂ a8, || g foifest e wme bride, suitable for || |years, minimum 52",
MNC e || Slim & Pretty Bride | working Brahmin/ : || e, 35 70 || g4 g UHCS the groom residing in India or | || 5s/8: wme
Swpin i, Baidya bride ||| 9. oA || St || WA PR A | Goryres between 37 year o || C47a0% S7¢ woine || ERTTIS
s 983031 3832 below 27 years. 9 (dTF 10 &M Bfgp, || T “EIF o ﬁﬁf&{mg m} 42 year. in Kolkata -
i Mohile M ofF, st || TOOL 04 A, | L it LIt or nearby. 9231548563/
Retd, o5, = | 301 71365130 5972502461 P E R BRIl 1029334593 18478062499 Mobile M- 8750420146 8583029570
mﬂﬁg%? EB %9, 33/ 5'1(" ||| EB Banerjee, divorcee (3 il Mokl R B e Fair, educated, wI™ (SC) =15 forer,
: e e Bl M 8981545160 2123366021 NI E e R ] 31/5'9" ||| WB Gen a@9ie! under 37, :;_’: B.Tech & M.B.A
s AR, SR | = 9836452037 TR e Tl et B (TS Christian | | "o o
6201509478 o R 4 ||| P ot | e || 2B Bratean, 347, MSe, s Bech, | | MS (Medical) | | BURNSL /| o
P . LPA. Seeking an Issue-less Divorcee, | || 1IN MBA, Sr. Mng., A5 || |wanted. Must be caveTa caverra fm
aret 27/510” ||| ¥ wﬁa:jgl v o b E;ﬁf&;ﬁ:{;ﬁ% 59", Deb Gan, 16, MNC Tata Motors ||| 9% ©I%, willing to move | | < mar s
sl g aifar ||| s || 230, heigrtwp 055", ||| gestyy 5 2y oy, | | residentof Guiarat, ||| Kolkata $W9t7 ||| 2t cfbre Govt to Bangalore, || |7 vonh wRarfe
w[ifeseTy Cotfa, AN & A, oo .“T"ﬂmu 55.60. 3 . |||B-CA, Pvtemployed | | 3w | wsfl, ||| Posting. Prel caz||| 52 FSREN ||| caste no bar. No mmT
B.Tech TCS e, Soqmt A1 ||| wil be considered. No | | sty T Graay ||| 1 Bangalore. Seeks ||| fyfregy Grory 3 Pensioner 18l 512 to dowry
' fage bro} 3 B ' Hﬂme{yf Wﬂl'hl'ly-' 3 ﬁ, W mg\n . it il MI’WA
L%Elkata 11 0 | BRpdIEels e 9231615306 Hgmﬂ e || | Issue-less Divorcee/ E@ﬁa@l 4 ﬁlﬁﬁi@ of1al Caste no Bar | 9330333734
, TS 8274936084 | @& Never Married
e sotE = i W: 9123019394 7384093552 TG (GRS | | sultable bride below - 33072373 3\ 7;t tar 473 :E]L% 93300806921
below 25 S&°l | [ER srae @@ T 33/57 B, (AT ATCA) | 33 years. . p : Income Tax WB Grriat,
bigaEel qearl ol ML 9831634851 | : = WB G I, TS (Retd.) || [Saslam 32+/5'10”
oS o8 HEIHE i :B;I;: Seng iy 31 634851 9!'.;1; 1".":'2251 9;.:211. .ﬂﬂ'ﬂ'ﬁ Mabishvs 39|/ WB, Kolkata T +/
e céﬂe“:“' 2 sr. Engr. [B'ﬁII;Lg;:___' EB 3Tae, IT9%T, 36/5'11" =S 56" Ph.D, Asst| || 38l e a1 28/5'7" B.Tech
9231342513 | st oot ||| o |73 2015'4" B.Tech, | Bz S4510" Fafae s 51z (IT ||| Prof. at E:"tﬁg g, MBBS 27+/|| “Y2.7 5 8¢
Scientist (USA e alfs @ m M.Techs C.A Complete, || | MNC ¥fie #ifze i, MBA Sector) 9Flg Kolkata. Seeks]| || 910" Wﬁm (’H‘ﬁﬁﬂ] |
MNC) + ot (Bengaluru & ||| (19LPA) W: FfeTe e || [T AR D Suitable 3 11fS, forel
2 S wiTE | e W) 30-97 Heay =a- (Marketing) Unmarried Ly He/aaef s
Business, IIT, AT T am, 'L‘:I%ﬂﬂ T3 Pt e e, 1 41, ?;ST' e professor/ wﬁﬁ AR 515
Béﬂfﬂé&“ﬁm"* Pfiret, T, || v Martiage Hall, &9 | | 26 ool o) i A"T;{ﬁgﬂ mﬁ W@{% 2. et M- 9332031&94f
e | WWARE UG Viobile - Wapp (IS D R e il WhatsApp-
el el 55 e JlLo163823710 TR P, SR S |loe e ERel] 9432440135 )| 7365099400
18 - 28, wifs ST : 9433281185 [|RPARE SR 9635209796 IR H i e
s, e o | sarero Sicra b Il 8420281183 (| ErSSueUeSil 7863928912 || taliiadicil Sl e EB c&ltae 42/
56 - vl ||| rashi, Nar 58", BTech | ELEGIFLYLyg ; — M: 107, M Tech R STV CicEoS
BBt oty (M Tetch #5) 7595821935 NEEETIEEEMNI6289152003l 9050787358 Il Engr 551PA e,
ﬁcﬁﬂﬁgmﬂ ?ﬁ ' em ?nyedma HW- it IMNC ﬁ’ : ;”:ﬂ“ﬂiﬁfhﬂ ‘:ff' N 9433007258 NEch EUL A {Agont Dont Call) — MNC Bangalore mh TCS
aste No Bar. senior position at '6" Marketing from 4 EB Gandhabanik, o] | Py i g, h, -
M+ "u‘h"f'.'lpl] : an MNC, seeks ?]1 EEEIEH 355@ I USA, working in EB ¥ £ Elaail? T\.‘E\g ME& FAT FaW TS g, 31/5'9", WB wifg=r 38/5'9 . ﬁ © TS | aﬁ
educated, em T S Sl G FTCS Ferrel 36/ 54 sfeafes qa : ¢ B.Com &FS T
9315369326 loyed bride. sermany TC! l 1% ||| resident of South ’ Rifiel, Te]
'- Mgn ik/ Debari 26, %Hiﬁﬁ' bridegroom, a %SF;ILSG 5 % Tyfem & Kolkata, B.Tech, E“:““"ts ME ! 'Iﬁlgcrl:ff 35 . A
will not be el (T Professional bride i ftwar ah i ) empl asa xecutive | MLLO Bl ﬁa!ﬂ o
St ||| cocetdered ||| o) oiws ||| ageabeowss, ||| o Developer || SRS e Managerin | | Officer, 6.3 LPA, || BYRSSBSROSToN || ey o113 o8
mﬂl ) I gun?aﬂtre WW hEight:?‘g" iS L] - Mumﬂ-l I's ﬂ@lﬂﬁ HE, ﬁf mdﬂm_see]m mﬁﬂm m@m] 9064520061
34+/ 58" Asst. M- 7439446458) Trren 52" F& desired, The bride ﬁfgggmﬁee G feFel/ 11/ well-educated and | || =18}, et Retd. 6370511320 [FESITTSE T \
Prof. IIT KGP. 1G] T | must have the :E‘ITEH el bl AR Y 9 e mﬂm:;'h I EEHE : :
SRS, W% s ' M: willingness to go to Feaw T 7o : ’ Gl oy
el aﬁmgimi“'ii _9749129330_ Frankfur Germany = f bdiigl] B | ™ e o 3:1:?; Buraour] | [ S
aste o Bar. EALTN ) T . ¥ A
ﬁu@f‘-ﬂm Mobile i1 @ =1y | 29/5°4" Dev @i, o g,
Tl e [T 5777062323 [ |_ssoosier 9537555106 IUCURNAANIAS St
; Cognizant M.Tech, MBA M?WﬂPF arGoe e Scientist (USA EB Brahmin Pune MNC f3, M.Com,
M: Canada-India (Tnﬂmrmm il 7605897135 T 2l ’ - MNC) + e mﬂrammﬂagh Deb, Father Retd. |||MBA, Big4 Kol,
i addictionless issueless : 4", B.T MNC-
9434095842 4 Manager gon (Manushya divorcee Professor T 38 aFg T MBBS, MS Business, IIT, employed in Kolkata. EEI‘;‘I: | U;f‘;ﬁer’ 18 LPA+, R
" SEae! E%%—’ ’Wﬂ“" gan) working (IT ||| (Govt.Aided College), e framt (Ortho). 33/ |||BTech & MTech, | ||seeking an educated, preﬂefe 5 Sl ﬁramﬁ‘g 24-28/
ey L. ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂ o{1al SI‘EEFII’}E?;I]:}‘; fdaf::ff F;mly M.Tech (CHE), .U, |1} 511" %] ; 30+/ 5'9" s, Ea“ﬁfu]- mtmg & ||| working bride 5-5'3", &, B,
st ey _ pref o ||| Senieds sy, ||| Star paper Mill, U.P | || arastel aifs el ||| S SE o, S | || heari. notwork ||| came & other || [T, Rifie] SCm
FrY (g 52| Agencies | | Manglik, Debari & s, (5.5L - 61 T SoTAmgLEN. ithi
and divorced are ||| divorcee bride. Please ||| © 572 OL - 5L | | glgafd, T wiifilfe | ©9 - %, ||| 2530 years from caste within 13 6f% | T6F
: ?ﬂ;}:ﬁ‘ ” Excuse. not acceptable. ||| send photograph and R:tripr‘:;d E‘;g :Sﬁ%ﬁ 1 ﬁ w}, 18 - 28, =ife wewia l{nlkatafaﬂnearhjr 26yrs. e |
Ve 9dsyd, abr M.: biodata to. Marriage . area. Debari, a, .
:I'ﬁ'ﬂ 9830980299 ‘ M;ggggg;gggw bureaus please excuse. m?énwh:l .&ﬁ- 'T"‘ﬁ mﬁ-'g!l ?tgﬁﬁ;ﬁ Tula11.tealyr.‘lsrf:)ltgII ;2; gﬂsggagg 9062610351 |
| _ _ - d : :
Sy 1A GIEI M+WhatsApp- fb_rfme iRir o B e respon . -
ofz a3 FBIA (50) SHAIHI, 5 95?4&4?3; fes e, v Caste NoBar. | | ﬁzglztig]i&g Mfsf;:‘ﬁd;ga WB °?§a§?;:,
i s, amm o o | i ey RGO MWapp: [ BRIDE WANTED || Iikeceimmpss resident of
gghioblle morm@ e % EB @i, 6291107688 f 9315369326 |l o U CO LY
| e Bio Entr hi ) Tl - -y
EB &me 35+/5'11" LA 3:[@ o1 {"I'Iff’f % :ﬁﬂ%giﬂ WB F17% W7 33/5'9"| | [WB Kayastha, 54/5'8", ||| #1292 FTHE eI Eriai‘gi??’# 5in i Government. Pvt. employed in
M.Tech Ph.D , 1 ; ( 1 B.Pharm SiAMG(E| | B.Sc. (@), debgan e, 32/5'10" Sweden. 30/5'3" Seeks an Odisha, 4 LPA.
(NIT) 52 9433009151 (s11s11) / 8967871 54 HozeTe| =Y | ﬁ'ﬂTﬁ"f e Home fair, handsome, LLM, Judicial M;khs_rjee 1.5I.Cfr., I;A. educated and E;::'S El.lﬂﬂg
Feerer 42 ||[EB * 5% 50/ 5777 w3t BE (Civil S or T bachelor, working as | || Magistrate, 1.70 ||| Eekine qualiie 1ooki ide below
e e ||| Wi Govt Clase 1 S, 22 LPA, . Teacher (878 91 | L 1516 ||| Lo, wocaaigy ||| idewilingto ||| Boodlooking years.
Engineering Never Married. Sl Retd (WT%F ¢ Tnﬁ en-rj Rl LPA, own three- 1"@ {ﬁ—i HC A‘i ; sotte Sron. hI'lE. M:9002424043
College-a# Asst. Central Govt Class 1 i3, OeTLd) Alal || [5e8t B A& | | storied house and ||| Nosgency.
£ o L5 , 715, Fifwst No agency. 9477920157 7585891355
Pro essmﬁ%ﬂ‘; QFE AST= 'Hﬂrﬁ Eﬂﬁﬁ FI | &) olicad ofa Long carann“Ia‘m only 13;3%29 e ey P 2/ /92017 _
ATEd G 28-32 iwﬁsg 1 40 SIS 21517 | - Drive, ﬁi‘llr—iﬁgi‘ Phone or WA w1fers 28/5'8", B.Sc %in I?et;gn
b Sl B N oo 9051411938/ 033-2334 2575 (T T FEE 90511 16609 Microbiology + /510"
2SR A1 T - [Rs2-2a38 DAL - [ER Hons) 45 || |B.Tech PGDBM|
8240062037 BRIDE WANTED 5 VT ON [eciet (General | | afefy corma | [MNC -ITin Blore
8240716288 : e 7670404048 7008000467l 9051899114  [[] 9831025196 || NSNS} Bkt o, |||43 LPA seeks tall,
| Groom Bengali Kayastha, 26 / 5'-7", fair nukl.ng. Kayasth groom, Ketkats | |[WB TG 37/5'10" | | [ 22 % #wg, 40% OLE, 35+ 510" | | traBt Frersh st Fair Bride
| convent educated, MBBS passed and now pursuing based, 39+, 5107, MBA, craifes Ms paD ||| 57 2t B, 3t & G oy e T Age 28 -33
M.D. in a reputed Govt. medical college of Kolkata, ::imw:mmﬁﬁ (Cu:'lputer mﬁﬁmﬁ 5 % A 2'3_35 T5q Working at
business havine most| || P€longs to a well-established cultured family of ||| Fatherisan Advocate Science) e 5, et o S, (Govt. i oig @y ||| [T/HR/FIN
Kolkata where both parents are Doctors, seeks a Eﬂum_:l::nt un]:;u.qm Germany-Cs TS, CRaTasel, Contractor), e ZNay | In major cities.
suitable good-looking bride (not more than 25 yrs) || |ketats. Groom is medicany | | w517 @52 ;g%{?ﬁ% Fecr Rkl 6290371258 9836157393
who is convent educated, has either passed or ||| s wiei well Germany-(s mwﬁﬁ_ﬁ_ ek uicienigil 743938839811 9679640899
m Banerjee family). pursuing higher education like MBBS / Engineering mt:lﬁ:rmﬂ@ a ) b o o I W E'Tﬁﬁgﬁ Foet of TIner Alvertiei ot nrdee
/ MBA / PhD etc. and belongs to a Kolkata-based Widow need not apply. BT %ﬂ'ﬁ,@ﬁf wre, Sf4ETe serarey Te, SCEREI HAIE) Groom Wanted and Bride Wanted is
qualified bride from Bengali/Non||| cultured family preferably. Worklzg prebaskonsietl | | (Guy b 6121 | || carara STttt | Torges 51 | WIS | Rs lﬂ‘; dﬂ:ﬂ“::;ﬂf; ];n]‘?h?f'rjfe': [:llspia}r
M-7596893443/ Nl Mobile+Wapp: IR EIRRA SRS sq.cm_gr P
. Mob + Wapp - 8276001119 (8-10 pm.) 8336907427 8910438154 Im- 79806 03792 3274073276 For further details please contact » 7666700400

Interested persons may contact :

9830010069, between 10am to 8 pm
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IN BRIE
Setu shut

F

campus, a move 1t says 1s es-

The UGC informed Calcut-

demic year 2026-27 to 2035-386.

Autonomous status gives

as geoinformatics and fashion

Loreto looks for second campus

JHINUK MAZUMDAR

ta University that it had ap- design. evening shifis.
- gucumt: Vidyasagar Calcutta: Days after being proved the recommendations With the transition to a “Even with two shifts,
etu will remain closed granted autonomous status of its Standing Committee on  co-educational institution, our intake will remain con-
to traffic from 6am to by the University Grants Com- Autonomous Colleges and the college expects a larger strained because of infra-
E'I'“i' an S“nfai'ff}r g];le mission (UGC), Loreto College  granted autonomy to Loreto  applicant pool. It has already  structure limitations,” a col-
THPACEMADL DL 118G 5 has begun looking for land or  College, affillated withthe var- recruited a few male teachers, lege official said.
and bearings. a property to set up a second  sity, for 10 years from the aca-  a college official said. To ease the space crunch,

Diversion plan sential to expand its academic “Autonomy also means the college the freedom to overaportion of their residen-
offerings and accommodate expansion. At present, wecan design its curriculum, intro-  tial premises to the college.
® CALCUTTA: The Howrah more students. admit only as many students duce new courses, frame its The institution spent 18
district magistrate has “We are searching forland  as our campus can accom- academic calendar, conduct months preparing for auton-
written to the National or a property forasecondcam- modate. If we are to make the  exams and publish results. omy before applying in Jan-
Highways Authority of pus. Our present Infrastruc- most of the freedom that au- “Asecondcampus willgive uary. As part of the process,
India, seeking permission | iyreisnot enough,” sald Sister  tonomy offers, we have toopen  us space to expand because faculty members and staff vis-
for buses on at least 30 Monica Suchiang, provincial our doors to more students,” space is limited here. Weneed ited autonomous colleges to
routes to use Nivedita of Loreto South Asia. Sister Suchiang told Metroon more space to start new cours-  study their functioning, while
Setu and requesting a The 114-year-old institu- Saturday. es,” sald Sister A. Nirmala, Father Felix Raj, vice-chan-
4>-day toll walver while tion was granted autonomy The college plans to in- teacher-in-charge of Loreto cellor of St Xavier's Univer-
the PWD repairs thedeck | on Tuesday and will become troduce new programmes, College. sity, interacted with teachers
slab of Bally Bridge. co-educational from the next including BCom, BBA and From the next academic to address their queries on
academic session. career-oriented courses such  year, the college also plans autonomy.

to introduce morning and

the Loreto nuns have handed

JAMES' @162: St James’School on Saturday began its
162nd anniversary celebrations with its annual Founders®
Day service, a tradition the institution says remains central
to its identity. The service was presided over by Reverend
Paritosh Canning. moderator of the Church of North India
Synod and Bishop of the Calcutta Diocese of the Church
of North India. “The Founders' Day service has been
an integral part of St James' tradition for generations.
Remaining rooted in owr traditions is one of owr greatest
strengths,” said Terence Ireland, principal of St James'
School. The service was followed by an outreach programme
that brought together children from neighbouring schools.
Children from underprivileged families showcased their
talents through dance performances, underscoring the
school’s emphasis on inclasion and community engagement
as part of the anniversary celebrations.

Reporting by Jhinuk Mazumdar; pictures by Bishwarup Dutta

_C

The Telegraph

AIR SURCHARGE
TRIPURA: ¥8.00.

ROAD / RAIL
SURCHARGE
ASSAM: T3.00;
NAGALAND: 13.00.

EB,47/5 11", AREPUTED
DOCTOR FAMILY IS
SEEKING FOR THEIR ONLY
SON, DOCTOR
(MDS - MAXILLOFACIAL
SURGEQN), ISSUELESS
DIVORCE, LODKING FOR A

AL RENTED A
AN AGED WITHIN 37 YEARS
I R B || csivGLE/OTUORCE WITHOUT SSUE
MG-99, -0 MAY CONTACT AT
TG A 369??8254?
FE GfFAE,
feiferefe o Foerel||| oI W
: 35/5'4" Asst.

* WEE‘ g l * Professor IIT
foferesda, Hyderabad
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28-30 LPA. iRt ey
RifiFst T ExvernRegion We
24-30 | value your skill. Contact
9339868096
6291315766 s
TEar, 34/57", MARKETING/SALES
B.Tech, (Mech il
{ Engn]}"ﬁﬁ; ngcThS;grr Elﬁnlcs
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M/Wap
80131 10800

WB Tili 43%5'4" B.Tech,
presently warking in IBM
as a Sr. Manager, eaming
35 lakhs per annum.
Having own flat in Kolkala
Newtown. Both parents
are refired teachers.
Issueless divorced in a
nominal mamiage.
Required an ordinary
educated bride upto 35

Mobile
| 8100273007

well-educated, siim
bride within 31
minimum 5

wor inBengaium
prémf;rured. No caste
M+ w.*ﬂpp
9734686844/
9832250144

@R 27/ 5'5"
e, B. Tech,
MNC (® Fsie
(8 Lac PA), 9%91%
, foret Retd.
(BEHIBIE, rnmr W.B.
Govt.
w5 forgra aﬁn
m}r ¥
o,
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M-7003164262

dynarmic and
experienced Senior
Sales Executive for the
marketing of logistics
services in West Bengal.
send your CV to;
Wapp-3434012818

ANTISANN IS

MULTIPLE VACANCIES

Lt

| Bengal Chemicah 3-
Ph'lrrn]rmlhr' :
|H Gowl u'l|'||'|:| Ente

Kiokatz- TO0013
Applications are invited
from interested candidates
for the pest of Asst, Hindi
Officer™indi Officer and
Legal Retainer for
Kolkata. For details,
please visit ‘Current job
vacancies' in Careers
section of our websile:
www.bengalchemicals.
co.in

REQ-SALES &
Marketing,Design
Engineer, OEM
Manager. Exp. 1-2 years
in Solar. Email CV:
contactiE
gridsolutionsindia.com

REQUIRED Female
graduate convent
educated fluentin
Eng/Hindi/Beng for

e HR Manager
® Production Assistant
e Senior Accountant
e Accounts Assistant
e Receptionist
e Sales Person

One of India’s most respected
jewellery brands is

HIRING

Salary: Highest in the jewellery industry

Nemichand Bamalwa
Jewellers
Salt Lake, City Center 1, Kolkata

L +91 62936-91667
B8 hr@ncbjewellers.com

2 0 nem:ichandbemalwajewellers
@ www.nchjewellers.com

3 Star Resortreqd Front
Office, Sales/Marketing
Executive, graduate with
prior experience and
degree in hospitality.
Call:9230070306/7,
hr.lbdresorts@
gmall.com

ANI ST ANKD O oz

"CANDIDATES with
M.5c/M.Tech degree in
any field of Life Sclence
and qualified in
CSIR/UGC/DET NET or
GATE or other
equivalent national level
exam, are invited for
Walk-in interview at 3.00
pm on Bth August, 2026,
with relevant
documents for the post
of Junior Research
Fellow under DBT
(Government of India)
sponsored project
"Molecular mechanism
of ABI3-mediated
requlation of root
architecture in
Arabldopsis and its
implication in drought
stress response;
translation of the
knowledge to rice”,
under the supervision of
Dr. Ronita Nag
Chaudhuri, at the Post-
Graduate and Research
Department of
Biotechnology, St
Xawier's College,
Kolkata, Project
Duration: 3 years,
Interested candidates
may also contact at
ronita.nc@ sxccal.edu
for any further query.”

ANIEETANMNATS | e QRS0

REQUIRED Commerce
Graduate Book Keeper,
(Excel, Word, Accounts)
Park Circus, Contact No.
7004429703

ANISSEANKI S5 Ll ol

OFFICE ASSISTANT

A reputed businessman
requires a personal
secretary for handling
personal & business
waork. Call; 9830203596 /
9748623659

PhD for tech search and
analysis () Database in
Charge. Mail ;
anjanonline@ipindiaasa,
com

AMTARSANN 1475

poric

e, Fam,

Bangalore, 4
Fado,

k]

el A, (i =i,

26/ 57" Senior Data Analyst,
oifers GFI"’W\%

forey o2 sl gae
WW@% 25,%%,
@) FIT5 |

TIE5eN1 | (BT Agency w2 |

v: 9830384561/9564697890

back office. Apply to kit -
sylsc9@gmall.com TEACHER
AFLIGAPRETD SRR
HITACHI Service Centre, | MEED Physics and
Urgent Hiring, Service Chemistry female
Coordinator/CRM faculty in H.5. S5chool at
Exe,Exp in AMIC,.CRM, Behala, e-mail id:
Service Coordination, bidyabhabang
Custorner Support & @grmall.com
Computer Operations i b .
preferred. 5ali#15000t0 | Wanted trained and Exp.
¥25,000. Call/WApp: Teacher for 5c, Grp, Hist
9147310642 & Hindi from areas
A " | surrounding Lake Town
REQD (1) B.5c/ M.5¢/ at- idealsecondary@

gmail.com
D1

ST. MONTFORT'S SR. SEC. SCHOOL (cBSE)

| Balarampus, P.0. Madarat, Baruipur, South 24 Parganas - 743610, WB.
Required Teachers for CBSE School
m Primary Teachers (PRT) — English, Mathemalics,
Science, Art & Craft, PTI, Library, Music, Dance
® Trained Graduate Teachers (TGT) — Mathematics,
Science, Socal Science, Bengali, Hind), IT (Al)
= Post Graduate Teachers (PGT) — English, Economics,
Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics, Compuler Science
Candidates with relevanl teaching experence, required
qualifications, fluency in Enghsh, and an English-medium
background will be preferred. Inferesled candidates may
| send their detaled resume to:

LITTLE star High schoal,
Bally, Howrah invites
applications for a
Receptionist TGT/PGT
teachers for Chemistry,
Mathernatics, Computer,
Economics, Accounts &
pre-primary section,
Drop your CV at school
office/Email-
principal@lshs.in

ACIEACCHS e |
D.A.V. PUBLIC

SCHOOL
61 Diamand Harbour Road
Kolkata - TO0038

i PFERE ]

Requires a
LADY PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

TEACHER
for Junior Classes.
Min. Qualification :

B.P.Ed. with
Diploma in Yoga

Interested candidatas
may send their C.V. with
a recent passport size
photograph to

\davcalG1@yahoo.co.in

REQUIREMENT

“WANTED TRAINED LADY
Post Graduate Teachers
(PGT/PRT)" with minimum
5 vyears teaching
experience in [CSE/SC
Schools [Classes [xX = XII).
Subjects raquired are: Math
! English / Hindi  Physics /
Ghemistry / Biclogy /
Geography /| History /
Economics | Accounts |
Computer | Business
Studies | Music / Arts /
Physical Training & also
required Primary teacher
(TTC / Montessori trained)
Teacher.

Please apply within 7 days
with a coloured passport
size photo fo The Principal,
Mahashwari Girls’ School,
273, Rabhindra Sarani,
Kolkata - 6 & email al

career@moschoolkolkata eduin

APPLICATIONS are
invited from 1) M.A B.Ed
( English ) Teacher for
Senlar Schoal. 2) M.5c.
B.Ed ( Biclogy) Teacher
for Senior School. 3)
B.5c. B.Ed. [ Physics )
Teacher for middle
School. 4) Special
Educator/Psychologlst
at school Level,
Candidates should be
proficient in English and
Experlence in ICSE
School will be preferred
Reply within a Fortnight
to the Principal, 5t
James' Schoal, 165, AJC.
Bose Road, Kolkata-
700014,

AFSVIAFFEN [ EELG H

Contact : 9432357378 / 9432013024

Email : 15?1Hmnnlrnrtumgmall com
Web : www.montfortkolkata.in s um

WANTED subject
Teachers (F), for WBESE
Eng. Medium School at
Jadavpur, Mall CV/ Wapp
to: ssspevi@grmall.com
f 6252300386,

LE-FLE DT TL e PR LT L)

CBSE school invites expd
Msc/ MCA, B.Ed
teachers for Chemistry,
AL/ IT/Comp Sc. Walk in
(10:30- 2pm). Call
9230070309/04,
recruitsps19@

grmail.com
AMGTRATANNITT

EXPD Teacher reqd
English 55T Math
Fhysics Chamistry
Biology. Salary 8K-20K
Fresher may apply. Mail:
iimaschoolbaruipur@
grnail.com Wapp-
9231510342

AGTEAGETE WM

URGENT req. exp. PGT
Physics & Psychology,
Special Educator, in
Divya Arya Vidya Public
School, South 24pgs
(Mear joka) Mall-
davbishnupur21@

grnail.com
ARIATAN RIS IS8

BRAINIAC Heritage
School, Sarisha Reqguires
Principal, all subjects
Teacher & Physical
Education Teacher.
Apply to:
brainiacheritageschool@
grmail.com Contact-
8348811020

AGTELA DT

URGENT Required-
Experienced Computer
Science Teacher M.5c
(B.Ed) (B.Tech) Age
above 30, Address-
Batamaore,
Mahestala,(5)24
Parganas,
Kolkata-700141, Send CV
at Mail-id-
happyhomeenglish
school@gmall.com Ph -
8420798994,

ACIRA GO RN

AN 15C school in Howrah
near 2nd bridge wants
Experienced Teachers
for Pre-Primary, Eng 5c.
in Primary, Eng Hist Phy
Ed. Robotics and Al for
6-12, Office Asst. and
Lib. Mail detalled CV
with photograph to
teachersicse@grnail,

com
DR1SMITDER 15307

POSITION WANTED

EXPERIENCED Diplorma
Civil Engineer seeks Job.
Contact- 9432283396

ORS00 Dok 15207 SISTEN

PROPERTY

~ FLAT PURCHASE/
SALE

EETT

Hi1eaEs

a7

AT Newalipore Posh 3 na
chaterji Colony on
5.N.Roy Road 2BHK S/E
open 850 sqft flat
@&000/- on 1st Floor
Hift for Sale.
9E36981820.

| 3BHKD and 2 bath, new

fiat for Sale near

Mainland China

‘Gurusaday Road, and

mascue, with it

Contact: 9831193936

| DECIEY

2 New Flats of 2 BHK 2
toilet each. KMC
Sanctioned plan.
Rs.30-35L near
Tollygunge/Behala
metro. Bank Loan.
M:98300 74300
1 ORER5ETE
LAND PURCHASE
SALE
LOOKING for 1-2 bigha
freehold residential land
with clear title at Murt,
Dhupjhora, or Lataguri,
Call 9734618922, Mo
broker.

AEFIBAFFEIS

075NN

IO

| For Sale Factory Land &
Building &3 Katha with
Boundary & 8800 Sq. ft.
RCC at Delhi Road,
Rajhat More, Polba,
Bandel, 79807106924 &
?0032?5-‘332

0825185

WﬂﬂTEﬂ Land Reguired
3 to 5 bighas of land,
New Alipore extn mad,
Near Morya Complex.
Mobile-9339102360

ANKIIANNIEY

The Telegraph Classified
e 7003837231

HILTIEANY

The Telegraph
LASSIFIED

FLAT RENT /LEASE

ON Rent furnished flat
for Ladies/ Families.
Ground Fir 1600 Sgft 2
BHHK+ in Salt Lake.
Contact: 9903155989, No
brokers,
2 min Walk to Rabindra
Sarovar Metro, 2BHK 750
sq.ft Flat (with AL‘], 1st
Fir, Roadside, S/E open,
Waell-Maintained,
avallable on Rent.
(Rs20000), Govt/PSLIf
Bank/Corporate with
family pref. No Broker,
contact: 8334081158

[REIS570

EDUCATION

ADMISSION NOTICE

' CENTRAL MODERN &
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
156, M.MK. Road (5}, Baranagar,
Kolkata - 700036
Recognised by : NCTE
Affiliated to: BSAEU & WBBPE
SESSION: 2026 - 2028

B.Ed.
D.EL.Ed.

¢, 20516870 96
9088010194

325503

PRIVATE TUTOR

30vyears teaching
experience in
Psychology Worked in a
reputed CBSE school for
26 years Teaches, CBSE,
ISC, WB, and Cambridge
Boards online and
offline. Contact:
B874895546

(el PG EHT LR L

BUSINESS/
SERVICE

L LEFLTCTY

Give PROFITS
out of the BANK-

Old GOLD is
also Purchased:

Mo bville

8240802138

URGENT REQUIREMENT
BULK LOOSE TEA
Manufacturers, |
Suppliers, and
Garden Owners
to supply qualit
Loose Tea in bulk
quantities on a
regular basis.
m— Contaci Us; =
Email:
inf@gr7tea.com
WhatsApp:
9903631502

9903691502

The only address
for Senior people
to stay in a safe
and comfortable
environment is

Arambagh,
Hooghly-712601

Please feel free to
contact us

9239701265

1, affirmed on 21.07.2026
by affidavit no 10240
before Ld. Executive
Magistrate 2nd Court,
Howrah, that before
rmarriage rmy name was
Poonam Shamdasani
given by my parents.
After marriage with Mr.
Harish Ram Keshwani, 1
have acquired the name
Kirtl Harish Keshwanl, I
further state that
Poonam Shamdasani
and Kirti Harish
Keshwani is sarme and
identical person

nn!-:-mmu;n igg mFSEH‘ ORI
1, Abu Taher Sarmsul
Hague, 5/C- Lt. Abu Taleb
Malka, father of Md,
Zakaria Maolla of vill-
Mamudpur, P.O & P.5-
Magrahat, Dist- South 24
Pgs. have declared my
name and henceforth be
krown as Abu Taher
Sarmsul Hague as
declared in the affidavit,
S| Mo- 1430 before Ld.
15t class judicial
magistrate’s court,
Diarmond Harbour on
21.01.2026. 1, Abu Taher
Samsul Hague or Md.
Abu Taher Molla or AT,
Mel. Sharmsul Hgis a
sarme one & ldenticad

rsonal,

DR 507 DRR TSR
Itis for general
information that [, Nirmal
Kurmar Majumsder,
Sfo-Tusto Mohan
Majumnder residing at
Sreebhumi, Ichapur
Mawabgan], Morth 24
Parganas, West
Bengal- 743144 do
hereby declare that the
name of mine and rmy
father have been
wrongly written Nirmal
Kumar Mazumder and
Tusta Mohan Mazumder
in rry service record. The
actual mame of mine and
rmy father are Nirmal
Kurnar Majurnder and
Tusto Mohan Majumder
respectively, which may
be amended accordingly.
This is by virtue of
Affidavit executed before
the Ld. Judicial
Magistrate, 1st Class,
Barrackpore Court on
18.06.2025

ACEIAL

OOLISETS

HIIsE1S

Commercial Property For
Sale: Prime investment near
Minakhan Bus Stoppage,
Basanti Highway, North 24
Parganas. Commercially

sanctioned G+3 building,
7,640 Sqft. on 25.41 decimals,
approx. 80% complete. Price:
34.50 Cr (Negotiable).

M: 8910262090

A Safe & Peaceful Home for Seniors

w

Furnished AC rooms with attached
bath & 24/7 power backup

Nutritious meals, daily check-ups &
- 24x7 emergency medical aid

a{ Yoga, terrace garden, library,
community hall & events

Facilities: 2477 Lift, TV, Geyser,

Laundry & Intercom

B100466564
9903489330
9331042237

www.apnalay.com

& LI OF INNERWHEEL CLUB OF CENTRAL CALOUTTA

ADNALA'-H

& RO POR SEMIOR COTRTNS
Ear Bhasr & Loy biwy

OBITUARY

1 H
WITH Heavy Heart And
Profound Love, T Mark
The Passing Of My
Father, Dr. Rajat Kant
Chaudhuri (Bacchu)
Who Passed Away
Peacefully On 23.7.26.
Aniruddho (Babua)
ARG ————————

Llrr i)

REMEMEBERING our
beloved mother Renu
Chatterjee who left us
an this day in 2013,
Daughters Sikha, Tapati
& Leena, sons-in-law &
grandchildran.

ANTZEANRITY

NOTICE

T arn going Lo surrencdear
my SEBI registration
certificate as a Research
Analyst with registration
nurnber INH300003074
and BSE RA Enlistment
Mumber 5187, and if
anyone has any
grievances, they can
lodge the grievances at

scores.sebl.gov.in
AP ——— . paens

Matice with hereby given
to all general public that
my client Smt, Anannya
Chowdhury, wife of Sri
Uttiya Chowdhury,
residing at 472, Hermerita
Mukhopadhyay Sarani,
P.O.- Sarat Bose Road, P.5.-
Lake (Now P.5.Rabindra
Sarabor), Kolkata 700029,
Dist.- South 24-Parganas
by virtue of a Registered
Deed of Conveyance
dated 15,07.2026 which
was duly registered at
Additional Reglstrar of
Assurances- [1I, Kolkata
vide deed Mo, 6027 for
the year 2026 purchased
the bastu land mesuring
6 Satak together
structure standing
thereon comprise in L.R.
Dag No. 314, under LR.
Khatian No. 1353, 12014,
12015 & 12016 of
Mouza- Ismail, 1. No, 22
(also J.L. Mo, 122) P.S-
Hirapur, Dist.- Paschim
Bardhaman under ward
Mo, 9 of Assansol
Municipal Corporation,
holding MNo. 84/9/1, 5.B.
Goral Road from its
recorded cwner (1) Sri
Mrinal Roy, son of Late
Lombadar Roy, {2) Smt.
Nabanita Karmokar, wife
of Late Nemal Chand
Karmokar, daughter of
Late Lombadar Roy and
(3) Dr. Arpita Adhikary,
wife of Late Dr. Subhas
Kumar Adhikary and
daughter of Late
Lormnbadar Roy. Smt.
Nabanita Karmokar, wife
of Late Nemai Chand
Karmokar, daughter of
Late Lombadar Roy
axecuted power of
attorney on 28.04.2026 In
favour of her son S

FOZIEAAN

Debraj Karmokar, son of
Late Nemal Chand
Karmokar, which was
duly registered at Joint
Sub-Registrar, Class-[1,
Habeli, Maharastha,
Registered in Book No.-IV,
being no. 6391 for the
year 2006 for executing
the deed of sale on her
behalf, Accordingly Srl.
Debraj Karmokar, son of
Late Memal Chand
Karmokar, on behalfl of
Smit. Nabanita Karmaokar,
by virtue of the said
Power of Attorney sold
the bastu land
measuring about 1 satzk
under L.R. Dag No. 314,
under L.R. Khatian No.
12016 together with
undivided structure to
miy above named client
on 15.07.2026 by virtue of
the abovementioned
Deed No. 6027 for the
year 2026 of Additional
Registrar of
Assurances-lIl, Kolkata, At
present my abovenarmed
client Smt. Anannya
Chowdhury, wife of Sri
Uttiya Chowdhury, desire
to mutate her name of
the aforesaid 1 satak
bastu land together with
remaining 5 satak bastu
land wiich was
purchased from Sri
Mrina! Roy and Dr. Arpita
Adhikary by virtue of the
said deed of conveyance
dated 15.07.2026 being
no. 6027 of 2026 before
the B.L. & LR.O, Asansal
for mutation of her name
in respect of the said
land. i anybody have
any objection for such

rmutation then he / she /
they may lodged
complaint and/or
objection with all
relevant documents
before the B.L. & LR.O,,
Asansol within one
ranth fram the date of
publication of this notice,
after expiry of the said
period the mutation will
be done as per law and
after recording the name
of rmy client no claim of
anybody will be entertain.
Tapas Singha Ray,
Advocate
High Court, Calcutta
Enralment No. :

WER/2068/1995
ASTIASSTY DEZInE1S

Maotice is hereby given
that one of our clients
Intends to purchase Al
That the Premises

Mo, 163/1, VIP Road
Scheme VI (M), Ward
Wo.32, Borough No 3,
Kolkata- 700054 from its
existing owner.

Any person having any
claim or demand of any
nature whatsoever in
respect of the Sald
Premises or any part
thereaf or having any
objection to the sale
may intimate his/her
claim, dernand or
objection in writing
together with supporting
documents to the
undersigned at the
following address within
10 (ten) days from
publication of this notice,
failing which the
transaction will be
completed immediately
thereafter presuming
there is no clalm,

demand or objection
existing,
Dated this 25th day of
Juty, 2026
For Victor Moses & Co.
{Sudeshna Bagchi)
Partner
6, Old Post Office Street
Kolkata-700 001.

ASTIRESTI MRE1NE
Notice ks hereby given
that Original Indenture of
Sale registered on
28.11.1974 [executed on
27.11.1974) in Sub
Registrar Cossipore
Durn Dum, Book [,
Volume 144, Page 669 to
676, Deed No. 9095 for
the year 1974, standing
in the narme of Samir
Kumar Mukherjes, 5fo
Late Sushil Kumar
Mukherjee as Purchaser
and West Bengal
Housing Board as
Vendor has been lost. A
General Diary has been
lodged in Bidhannagar
North Police Station
GDE MNo. 751 dated
13.07.2026, Any persons
having found the deed
or having amy claim or
objection contact with
the below mentioned
persons within 15 days.
Thereafter no claim will
be accepted.

Paresh Marayan
Swarnakar, Advocate,
9830419079 and
Samir Kumar Mukherjee,
9477266769,
Paresh Narayan
Swarmakar, Advocate
Judges' Court, Barasat
Registration No.-
FM305/2011

AGELH [F253%4

Anandabazar Pairika Ityadi, The Telegraph Classified and
ABP Weddings Online Agents in your area

Location Contact Person Phone No.
Agarpara Baby Roy 3830478452
Allpore Animesh Kumar Chowdhury 7044400205
Anwar Shah Road Kilotpal Chowdhury 9830038047
Baghaljatin Palash Math TRHO003323
Baguiati Sandip Bagui 9903250623
Barrackpore Apu Roy 9E30478452
Behala Fratap De 9830187381
Behala We Make Us Advertising #951591831
Belgharia Apu Roy SBIDATEA52
Buxarah Dipten Sen 9830203559
Dunlop Santanu Ray 9007110032
Ganguli Bagan Dhananjay Mondal 9331085917
Garia Station Jayanta Sarkar 9674187085
Gariahat Prohalad Haldar BYTTT41087
Jadavpur Madhu Nath TO44ZTII08
Kadamtala Suvro Kundu 9E3FTREISE
Kankurgachi Mrityunjoy Banik 9051762309 |
Karimpur Amitava Biswas S093688530
EKasba Abhijit Das 9330858650
New Town K. Basu Roychowdhury 9831020234
Park Circus Oner Advertising 9433807378
Rajarhat Natig Masood 9883599000
Salkia Anil Gupta 9830058308
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IN BRIEF

Warner
buyout
delayed

B NEW YORK: Paramount
and Warner Bros Discov-
ery have agreed to delay
closing their $81 billion
merger well into next
Vear, a stunning move
that arrives as a judge
continues to consider a
challenge from 12 states
secking to block the deal
altogether. The agrosa-
ment comes just days
after US District Judge
Aracell Martinez-Olguin
cranted a temporary
restraining order to
freeze the transaction for
weeks. ap

PhonePe revenue

B NEW DELHI: Demon-
strating strong top-line
momention, PhonePe's
consolidated revenue
from operations roseo
t0 F7,020 crore in FY26,
according to regulatory
filings. rm

Al in arbitration

B NEW DELHI: Chief Justice
of India Surva Kant
said that Al has very
quickly moved from the
periphery of arbitration
practice to its centre and
flageed concerns over its
accuracy, authenticity
and ethical use rm

Russian gasoline
H BENGALURU: Russla's han

The Telegraph
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CL The specific authorities
this administration is using
have changed, but the
trade strategy has not

Jamieson Greer,

US Trade Representative,

on the Trump administration using
tariffs to boost production

and shrink the trade deficit

OLUR BUREAU

Calcutta: The Union commerce
ministry on Saturday sald India
would continue talks with the
United States for an “early con-
clusion™ of the proposed bilat-
eral trade agreement (BTA),
after Washington imposed an
additional 10 per cent tariff on
imports from India under fresh
trade measures.

While India’s exports to

Softer US levy

concerns that the countries
had falled to curb imports
linked to forced labour.

The additional tariff im-
posed on Indian goods is lower
than the 12.5 per cent duty
proposed in June. The meas-
ure also excludes a range of
products, including generic
pharmaceuticals, smart-
phones, steel, aluminium and
auto parts. The new 10per cent
duty replaces the temporary

LOWER TARIFF TIER
consultations, including par-

tlons. The remaining 55 per
cent will atiract the additional
levy, although India’s overall
tariff incidence is compara-
tively lower than that faced by
most other economies covered
by the investigation.

The new dutles will be lay-
1ed over and above the existing
most-favoured-nation (MFN)
tariffs applicable to products
entering the US market.

The ministry also sought to

spurs deal push

the creation of three-year tar-
iff-rate quotas for Bangladesh,
Cambodia, Indonesia and Ma-
laysia. Once operational, eligl-
ble volumes of texiile and ap-
parel exports from these coun-
tries will be allowed to enter the
US without the new Saction 301
tariff, subject to purchases of
US cotton and textile inputs.
India has not been included in
the proposed mechanism.
Meanwhile, two US small

the US have been spared the 10 per cent tariffs imposed for ticipation in public hearings. allayv concerns among textile businesses — spice importer
worst of the latest tariff sweep, 150 days from February 24. As a result of these sustained exporters over the potential Burlap & Barrel and watch
more than half of the coun- Thecommerce ministrysaid — efforts, India has been placed impact of the new measures It  retailer Collective Horology
try's shipments to its largest India’s sustained engagement in the lower tier of addifional said the textile-specific mech- — have challenged the latest
trading partner will still face with the office of the US Trade tariffs under the final meas- anism referred to in the final tariffs in the US Court of Inter-
an additional 10 per cent duty, Representative (USTR) during ures, providing a relative ad- measures of the Section 301in- national Trade in New York.
prompting New Delld to step  theinvestigaiion had helpedse-  vantage to Indian exports in - vestigation into forced labour The lawsult argues that the
up its push for a trade deal. cure a relatively favourable po- Koy sectors.” the ministry sald.  1ssues had not yvet been estab-  new duties, like several ear-
The Trump administra- sition for Indian exporters. According to the ministry, lished or operationalised. The Ner Trump tariff measures,
tion on Friday announced ad- “The government of India around 45 per cent of India’s ministry said that engagement  excead the president’s legal
ditional duties ranging from remainedcloselvengagedwith exports tothe US will remain  with Washington on the matter  authoritv and require more
10 per cent to 12,5 per cent on  USTR throughout the investi- outside the purview of the continues as part of the ongo- detailed, country-specific find-
goods from 60 trading part- gation through detalled writ- additional 10 per cent Section  ingnegotiations for the BTA. ings on unfair trade practices
ners, including India, citing ten submissions and in-person 301 duty becanse of the exemp- The USTR has directed tobelegally justified.
NTPC board zz:iz<x | |DIFC First B
el I ank records
s tion of one year thereof or the
greenllghts date of the next annual general
meeting in the financial year

<12000cr

2027-28, whichever 1s earlier.

<1075cr net profit

Tech giants back
open-source
Al models

San Francisco: Nvidia, Mi-
crosoft and other tech heav-
ywelghts made a public case
to lawmakers on Friday in
favour of open-source Al
models, wading into a debate
rofling the business and policy
worlds over who conirols the
powerful technology.

In a letter posted on X and
also signed by two dozen com-
panies and groups including
Meta Platforms and IBM, Nvid-
ia CEO Jensen Huang said that
lawmakers should avoid “pre-
mature restrictions on open
maodels that stifle competition
or drive innovation overseas™

The letter adds to the grow-
ing debate about open-source
models that are harder to reg-
ulate, such as Nvidia’s own and
those released in recent weeks
by Chinese labs, and the closed-
source models controlled by
specific companies such as
OpenAl and Anthropic.

In recent months, Silicon

Two dozen companies,
including Meta and TBM,
have signed the letter

makers alarmed by the rogue
OpenAl cyberattack pro-
posed legislation that would
require a “kill switch” for Al
models, and Prestdent Don-
ald Trump's administration
is welghing sanctions on Chi-
nese open-source model mak-
ers over alleged theft of US
closed-source technology.

The letter from MNvidia and
other companies acknowl-
edged the concerns abotut tech-
nology theft but argued they
should be addressed “through

on gasoline exports will The size, tenor, listing de- Valley business leaders have targeted legal and commer-
be extended tmtl the end tails (BSE and/or NSE), cou- bristled at the cost of closed- clal frameworks rather than
of the vear, while its han N CD 5 pon/interest rate, security, if | New Delhi: IDFC First Bank and escalation in power and | sourcemodels. The CEOsof Mi-  sweeping restrictions”.
o Al G D ISSU@  opiicavie, and other appi- | on Saturday reported 1ts | REPORTCARD | fuelcosts. crosoft and defence contractor :
be lifted “as the market cable detalls will be decided | highest-ever quarterly profit Birla Corporation had | PalantirTechnologieshavepub- —~>outh Korea Al summit
recovers”, Interfax cited New Delhi: State-run power at the time of issue of each | after tax (PAT) of F1,075 crore | Quarter ended June posted a net profit of F119.57 | lcly argued that open-source South Korea announced $950
deputy Prime Minister glant NTPC’s board has ap- tranche/serles, the filingsald. | in April-June period of the |ppofit crore for the April-hmeperiod | models thelr customerscanrun  billion in new AT indtiatives
Alexander Novak assay- | Proved a proposal to ralse up In another filing, giving | current fiscal year, up 122.4 | Zcrore) EI7E B | ayearago. inside their own data centres involving Samsung, SK Group
{ng on Saturday. Reuies to F12.000 crore through issu- operational and financial | per cent from F463 crore in IDEC First 463 | 1075 AU Small Fi will help control AT costs. and US tech firms as global Al
ance of non-convertible de- highlights in the April-June | the corresponding period last ; ! Sall Finance Tech leaders have also leaders rush to fill a shortage
BOTTOM LINERS bentures (NCDs). quarter this year, thecompany | fiscal BrlaCorp | 119 | 115 | A{ Small Finance Bank (SFB) | chafed at controls that OpenAl  of faster chips to power and de-
The board of directors of said its group installed capaci- Total customer business | AUSFB 581 796 on Saturday reported a 37 per | and Anthropic build into thelr  velop advanced systems.
the company. at its meeting ty has increased to 90,904 MW | increased to ¥6.04,776 crore cent jump in June quarter | models. Hugging Face, the Al SK Group has signed deals
held on Friday, July 24, 2026, asonJune30, 2026, from 82,646 | from 5,10,031 crore in the Birla Corporation profit at 796 crore, helped by | coding collaboration site that worth $750 billion, including
approved the 1ssue of noncon- MW as on June 30, 2025. vear-ago perlod. a growth of orp a lowering in provisions and | was hacked by a rogue OpenAl  SK Hynix's partnership with
vertible debentures up to NTPC Group capacity ad- | 18.6 per cent. M P Birla Group firm Birla expansion in the net interest | model, this week said thatithad Nvidia valued at more than
F12,000 crore, In one or more  dition was 1786 MW in the first The bank further said its Corporation on Saturday re- margin(NIM). to use a Chinese open-source  $500 billion, while Samsung
tranches through private quarterof thisfiscal loans and advances increased ported an on-vear decline of The lender, which is on its | model to defend against the signed an MoU with Broad-
placement in the domestic Commercial power genera- | t032,05,370 crore as of June 30, 3.2 per centinconsolidated net  way to transitioning to a und- | attack becanse closed-source comcovering up to $200 billion
market, the company said. tion rose to 93.63 billlon units | 2026 from F2.53.233 crore asof  profit at F115.73 crore in the wversal bank, had reported a | models haverestrictionsonuse  across memory chips, foundry
The company sald the is- (BU)in the quarter from 91.06 | June 20, 2025, a growth of 20.6  June gquarter, due to subdned net profit of 3581 crorein the | for cyvbersecurity work. services and advanced packag-
suance period will commence BU last year.rm per cent. realisation from cement sales  vear-ago period. rm At the same time, US law- INg. Reuters
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President of Indiainvites online "e-Open
Tendar™, throwgh Indien Railways E-
Procurement Websile wewireps.gov.in,
for sipply of following Slores ifem at
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Setting Mortar, Quantity : 27500 Kos.,
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www ireps.goviin.

For PCMM/IRWP/Bela

RWP/CPRO/ADVT/2026-27/52

Near Topsia More, Kolkata

Property: Approx. 10,000 sq. ft.
(2nd fioor: 8500 sq. ft.),
Independent Commercial
Building | Private Lift |

8 Parking Bays

(6 Open + 3 Covered)

Ideal For: Corporate Offices
« Furniture Showrooms

= Pub « Lounge

Cali: 98301 84867

Email: bd.gcpd@gmail.com

% Kendriya Vidyalaya Bandel Railway Colony

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW

: https://bandel.kvs.ac.in/

A Walk-In interview to prepare panel for contractual
appointments for the post of PGT(Maths) & Bengali for the
Academic Session 2026-27 will be held at Kendriya Vidyalaya
Bandel Railway Colony on 01.08.2026 at 09:00 a.m. For
quahﬂcatlun & reistratiun form log on to Vidyalaya website
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It doesn’t mattelf iﬁhat you're told.
t’s never you who will grow old.

Some things seem to never change.
They only pop up rearranged.

sraphIcC:

— Cecefra Condit
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INSIGHT

The idea of this edition of Graphic was born when someone drew attention to the public recital of Amiya Ranjan Bandyopadhyay.
Around the same time, Ruby Palchoudhuri told us about her exhibition. Both alerts struck awe because of the advanced years of the
protagonists. Is this because we are conditioned to expect nothing of our elderly population? Or is it because we are so afraid of ageing
that we have willed them to be invisible? Is it ignorance oris it indifference, or is it just wily market forces at work? And yet, people
over 60 constitute more than 10 per cent of India’s population. Those who are 80 and above, the super seniors, are a growing number,
thanks to science. Odysseus — not Mr and Mrs Damon’s boy, but son of Laertes and Anticleia of Greece — was possibly
past 60 when he left on his last adventure, by some accounts. He fought a war, and even got married on that trip.

*Much have | seen and known,” he sang. We interviewed six Ulyssean figures. Read on

| don’t think about retirement

fhoé_‘e”davs in cunchheﬁar...

Narendra Chandra De Sarkar, 94, Artist

hen it came to heavy rains, Coochbehar was

second only to Cherrapunji at that time, says
Narendra Chandra De Sarkar. The sky outside his tiny
terrace flat in Dumdum is dark with clouds and heavy
with memaories.

De Sarkar moved to Calcutta in 1951 but inside his
head and heart, for the greater part, he is in Coochbe-
har. He continues, “We lived in a traditional Coochbe-
har house. The house was built on a raised mud plinth.
And when it rained, the courtvard would go under
water as would the roads...”

Outside, the clouds have begun to drip, washing
away the dust from the haphazardly arranged potted
plants on the terrace.

De Sarkar was born in 1932 in Coochbehar to advo-
cate Nalini Kanta and Jyotsnamoyee De Sarkar. “Right
outside the baithakkhana where my father met clients
was a huge mango tree, That was the landmark by
which rickshaw pullers recognized the house. Those
days hand-pulled rickshaws had just been introduced.”

Apart from that landmark of a tree, the De Sarkars’
garden had four other mango trees and five jackfruit
trees, including one that was reserved for raw jackfruit.

By now the memories assume a logic of their own,
and a force too. De Sarkar continues, “Food was cooked
on wood fire. Wood for the entire vear was bought at
once and stored in two rooms next to the kitchen.”

His current kitchen is a tiny space but meticulous-
1y organised. De Sarkar has cooked his own meals for
most of his life and prides himself on his culinary skills.

But wait, we are travelling backwards again. For the
summer and winter holidays, the family travelled to
Tufanganj. where his uncle Dfinesh Chandra De Sarkar
lived. The only mode of travel was the bullock cart and
the De Sarkars had to cross three rivers — the Torsa,
Kaljani and Gadadhar — on the way. The bullock cart

would be put on a raft-like contraption made by joining
two boats and poled across the river.

Every Dharga Puja, his uncle’s family too would join
them in Coochbehar. The high point of that visit was
shopping for shoes for all the cousins.

Those festive pairs, however, were seldom worn.
De Sarkar remembers going to school barefoot most
days. “There was no prescribed uniform. Only children
from well-to-do families went to school immaculately
dressed and shoed.

For De Sarkar, formal attire still means dhuti-panja-
bi, even in the winter chill.

De Sarkar's elder sister also had no prescribed uni-
form but she had to wear a sari to school Class IX on-
wards. Younger girls wore frocks. Long frocks, he says.
And his sister taught herself to ride a bicyele in their
huge courtvard, De Sarkar says proudly. Those days
girls wonld not be seen riding bicycles on the road.

Afrer completing school, De Sarkar came to Caleut-
ta for further studies. He lodged with his eldest brother
who was a doctor and lived in the lane beside Khanna
Cinema in Shyvambazar. His brother was a very good
surgecon and an even better teacher at National Medical
College. Students from other colleges would crowd the
classroom to listen to his lectures...

Memory seems to be a slippery thing for the nonage-
narian. Names he sometimes falters at but he remem-
bers well enough the price of paper and paint and of
tram tickets,

About one thing he is clear, the times were better
before. “People were not so self-centred, they had some
principles, some humanity. And they were happy living
ordinary lives,” savs De Sarkar

As told to Paromita Sen;
Pholograph sourced by The Telegraph

Ruby Palchoudhuri, 97, Art activist
he philosophy of my

life has been chalo,
cholte thako,” sayvs Ruby
Palchoudhuri. The art ac-
tivist and founding mem-
ber of the Crafts Council
of India recently organised
an exhibition and seminar
titled Santali Katha at the
Kolkata Centre of Creativ-
itv. The exhibition is a col-
lection of all that she has
gleaned over the vears.

She continues, “ And that

is also my biggest drawback.
I never stopped to think or
research what treasure |
was accumnlating. My fa-
ther had a transferable job
s0 I travelled widely even
in my childhood and early
vouth. I have seen so many
cultures and lived among
50 many communities but
I never realised it. To date, 1
have not documented all that
I have collected.”

For half a century, she
has spent days, weeks and
months in the tribal villag-
es of Birbhum, Bankura,
Purulia, Coochbehar, Jal-
paiguri as well as those in
Jharkhand, collecting their
artwork, showcasing it in
exhibitions, promoting it in
India and abroad, and helping
the artists make a living.

Palchoudhuri’s home in
south Calcutta is full of arte-
facts. A cast iron Ganesh, a
wall-to-wall kantha tapestry,
a pair of wooden ducks, an or-
nate conch, some terracotta and dokra figurines. A Jagannath
idol i= at attention on a window sill. a rag doll lounges in a chair,
then there are textile wall hangings.

“Those paintings are funeral art. A Chinese scholar had
given them to me,” she says. A dozen siring dolls hang from the
staircase railing. She says, “They are from different places. That
couple is from Laos, the others are Indian dolls collected from
Karnataka, Rajasthan and Madhubani in Bihar.”

Palchoudhuri does not like to tell a linear story. She recalls
things in snapshots, moving as it were from one highpoint to an-
other. How she started her career as an interior designer. That
vear when she started Kabari.

“Ttwas the first salon in Calcutta to do bridal makeup profes-
sionally. And from there I dived into textiles. [ have given away
most of the saris that [ had designed. The only music those days

in my house was the constant fhup thup thup of the block print-
ing. Do you know I designed Air India’s first sari uniform?”

Palchoudhuri talks about her tribal art collection fondly.
“1 have travelled extensively through the eastern parts of
India. I have been to Hazaribagh. My mother-in-law Ila Pal-
choudhuri was a member of the second and third Parliament.
She was a Lok Sabha MP from Nadia and had even opened a
school for children there. She founded the Ila Palchoudhuri
Foundation. She entrusted me with her life’s work. Most of the
people Thave worked with are not there now. Everyone has gone,
and I am still here... I don’t think about retirement. I want to
die with my boots on.”

As told to Moumita Chandhuri;
Photograph by Bishwarup Dutta

| have quite a few things to do

Amiya Ranjan Bandyopadhyay, 100, Classical singer

his custodian of the Bishnupuri gharana of Indian classi-
cal vocal music turned 100 last February, A month later, he
gave a public performance.

Amiva Ranjan Bandyvopadhyay still tutors students. At
the time of this interview, they are singing a vilambit in raga
darbari. Bandvopadhvay patiently corrects a note or two. And
when he starts talking, he begins right at the beginning.

“Wy father Satvakinkar Bandvopadhyay was a classical
exponent himself. He was also a sitar artiste. He knew how
to play many musical instruments — the esraj, the flute, the
harmonium. His vilambit and dhrut recitals were unmatched.”
he stops.

The senior gazes at nothing in particular, as if trving to keep
up with his own thoughts, then starts to talk again. “ At a time
when singing was not considered a respectable profession, my
father gave equal weightage to education and singing. At my
hathekhodi, I was also taughtsaregama...”
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Bandvopadhvay says he fell in love with classical music
when he heard Ustad Amir Khan on radio. I was barely 18. I
had tuned into the radio at 5am, and there was an announce-
ment that he was about to sing. When I heard him, I was
stunned. What gavaki!”

From the balcony of his apartment, he stares at the green
expanse before him. A distance away 1s a playvground. It is
morning; some boys are exercising,

Bandyopadhyay opens his mouth several times but stops.
When he speaks next, we are in the 1940s. He says, “Classi-
cal singers Tarapada Chakraborty, Prasun Bandvopadhyvay,
Usha Ranjan Mukhopadhvay and Biresh Roy... all were in their
heyday then.”

But times change. Bandvopadhyvay recalls a time when he
was attending a coneert of AmirKhan in thelate 1060s. “He was
singing the soulful malkauns, when a group of women got up
and left the anditorium. Khan sahib said nothing but continued

to sing. But 1 i[_mk Efa{:k on t{leat
s ey moment as a sign that people’s
| b.ﬁ!'é = understanding of and interest
U j in classical music had started
i waning,” he says.
"'-_- Bandvopadhvay has writ-
b et ten many books. He incantates
. the names — Sangiter Shilpa-
darshan, Sangiter Soundaryva
Chinta...

Suddenly, he breaks into a
song. Sudhirlal Chakraboriy's
Bon phool jage pather dhare.
Stops midway and asks, “Have
vou heard the song, Madhur
amar mayver hashi? That one
is also Chakraborty’s. Later,
MNachiketa Ghosh sang a
version; he would have turned
100 last vear. This is also music
director Salil Chowdhury’s
centenary vear. Bengali musie,
those days, had a classical
touch. And classical misic had
a Western touch to it.”

He adds, “Tlove listening to
adhunik gaan.”

As told to Moumita Chaundhuri;

Photograph by Bishwarup Dutta
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H 2 has an easyv manner of talking,
elicits laughter and smiles with
every utterance. The underlying weight
of Sanjib Chattopadhyay's words is for
the listener to gauge.

He talks about his childhood. How
loneliness has been his constant compan-
ion since then. His mother died before he
was old enough to know her. His father
would be away at work for long hours.
The unecle and aunt had died early. The
sprawling Dutch-era family home falt
emptier than it was. As a child, he kept
wandering through it alone. And then,
one day, he discovered the Ganges flow-
ing by Kuthighat at Baranagar.

He says, “I was amazed to find it
moving, even whispering into my ears. [
learnt toswim there. One evening, sitting
near an abandoned temple, an owl sud-
denly shrieked. I was terrified; I fainted
right there. [ almost drowned in the river.
That day, though I survived, I carried
home something else — the conviction
that unseen mysteries always surround
human life.,”

The unseen. the mysterious continue
to draw Chattopadhvay in. He jolkes that
perhaps in an earlier incarnation, he
had been a petty thief. Yes, he claims he
has this wrge to steal. Only in this life, he
doesn’t want to break into houses, rather
wishes to steal people’s minds. A hap-
pv-go-lucky person, he observes, often
carries inbearable sorrow. On the other
hand, those who can cry their hearts out
are often the happiest of the lot. He says,
“Sri Ramakrishna called such things
dhong or illusion.”

This penchant for life's mysteries is
what keeps Chattopadhyay going. He
savs, he has become more curious with
age. His mind eddies with questions.
Why, he wonders, do we interview only
famous people? Why not interview a
paddy plant? Ask it how it grew, what

fertiliser it received, how the grains ap-
peared. Does the paddy know it was born
only =0 a farmer might someday buy a
scooter for himself after selling it?

He speaks of death too as if it were
a mystery, a question, at best an inevi-
table oddity. He says, “Life is a strange
school. Onee vou graduate, vou are not
alive anymore.”

Chattopadhyay has seen two near
ones battle with death, he carries with
him that memory, talks about it. He says,
“My father was very energetic, he was
full of life. But at some point, he reached
a stage where he quietly accepted death.
Towards the end, he could barely speak
because of oezophageal cancer. And that
is when he got obsessed with mental
arithmetic and music, especially instru-
mental music.” He adds, “Those who vis-
ited him were confused by his attitude.”

Chattopadhvay’s wife died of brain
cancer but before she took her leave, she
offered what he calls “an even more un-
forgettable philosophy”. He continues,
“One day she asked me to bring to her
the suitcase. What suitcase, I wondered.
Was she having a hallucination? But the
next thing she said was — ‘the suitcase of
karma. Don't vou see, the time has come?
We have toleave now’.”

But life does not stop with any death
save one's own. It continues at an altered
pace, in an altered direction, with more
gaps than before. Chattopadhyvay says he
misses the auditorium, the listeners be-
fore whom he had spent decades speak-
ing on religion.

And then with a laugh he adds, “But
enough. From the moment I was born, 1
have seen life come chasing at me. It en-
snared me with its innumerable obliga-
tions. Enough. Let me go home now.”

As told to Bitan Sikdar;
Photograph by Bishwarup Dutta
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Ink-stained fingers and a callus or two

Shanta Gokhale, 87,
Writer

L et me begin with writing im-
plements. I was promoted from
pencils to penholders in Class IT1L
Penholders were slim wooden han-
dles fitted with nibs. Thedesk hada
hole for the inkwell. You dipped the
pencilholder in it, let the extra ink
drip off and filled your cursive writ-
ing copy-book with upstroke-light,
downstroke-heavy letters. If vou
had the skill to control the flow of
ink, vou produced beauty on the
page. Otherwise, smudges.

By the time [ was in Class V. we
had progressed to fountain pens.
What we gained from them were
ink-stained fingers and a callus or
two. Ball points came later. And
although older teachers looked
upon them with deep suspicion,
theyv compensated adequately by
not leaking and particularly by not
drying up in the middle of composi-
tions and exams.

I wrote my first article on a port-
able Hermes typewriter that my
grandfather had given my journal-
ist father as a wedding present in
lien of the dowry he had not asked
for, nor would have accepted. [ used
it for a long time during my teach-
ing and freelancing years before
investing in a more sophisticated
Brother typewriter.

I made the final and most radi-
cal leap when The Times of India,
where I was working as arts editor,
marked India’s economic liberali-
sation by replacing our tvpewriters
with computers. My colleague and
friend Bachi Karkaria said, “Don't
worry. It won't bite. I'll show vou
how it works.” Soon I was thinking
on the computer in English and
in Marathi.

India became independent
when I was eight. Father para-
phrased the national anthem for us
=50 we understood the significance
of every word we sang. On Janu-
ary 26, 1950, he explained why this
day was even more important than
August 15, 1947, T was 11 then, old
enough to experience the triumph
and pride of being a free citizen of
a free and equal country.

According to sociologists, one

! %

generation equals 15 to 20 vears.
All things being normal, it is
assumed that a notable shift in
technology, social mores and cul-
tural practices occurs with every
generation. Life-changing events
like wars, create their own gener-
ations. Mine was created by the
Great Depression and World War II,
when things did not merelv change,
they upheaved.

With five-and-a-half genera-
tions behind me, I can sav without
much doubt that in this country,
technology changes with every
generation through global pres-
sure; but social mores and cultural
practices do not. We continue to be
guided by religion and astrology

as we always were. We continue to
practise the same customs that our
great-grandparents did, without
guestion. We continue to be feudal
and revere authorityv. Authority
in turn expects to be revered. Pro-
gressive thinkers of the late 19th
and early 20th centiny and Marathi
playwrights of the 1970s and 80s,
challenged entrenched socio-cul-
tural norms. If they made any dent
at all, it was on the surface. Deep
down nothing changed.

All the same, surface changes
have been important reflectors of
our dreams and aspirations.

Change is life, but choice is free-
dom. You are free only when vou
have the option to reject changes

that vou find unacceptable.

[ am living through a generation
in which the very idea of India that
I was born to has been upturned.
I had naively assumed that we
all believed in a unigquely diverse
India where tolerance, inclusion
and peaceful co-existence were
the route to civilised progress. As
it turns out, many believed other-
wise. Their India had to be purged
of its diversity and the route to
progress was intolerance, exclu-
sion, perpetual rage and violence.
This idea now dominates the pub-
lic sphere. But change is never far
away and this too shall pass.

Photograph by Jabeen Merchant

| climbed trees, swam in ponds and played all day

Paran Bandyopadhyay, 85, Actor

was born in Beleghata many

years before Partition. My moth-
er died when I was just five months
old. I don’t remember anything
about her. I grew up in a remote
village of Jessore district in East
Bengal where my grandfather lived.
An aunt brought me up and I called
her Maa. Her mother, whom I called
Dida, had named me Paran becanse
I 'was close to her heart. | was embar-
rassed by this name. In owr village,
among people of our social orbit
no one else had such a name. My
friends would tease me aboutit.

When I grew up, 1 discovered
that the bearded saint Rabindranath
Tagore had frequently used the
word “paran” in his songs. He made
my name respectable and now I feel
proud of it.

I was a very naughty child. I
climbed trees, swam in ponds and
playved all day. [ remember a palm
tree destroved by lightning, All
its Ie_av_es got burnt; a bird built its
nest init.

I noticed the mother hird feed-
ing her chicks. I wanted to get one
of those tiny birds. I had seen how
peasants climbed trees. I got a rope
from our cowshed and climbed the
palm tree one quiet afternoon. I
grabbed the bird and climbed down.

I had a penchant for mimicry. I
was a Keen observer of people and
their mannerisms. It never occurrad
to me that this was a “talent™.

After Partition, we moved to the
outskirts of north Caleutta. Ever
since we have been living here. In
my vouth, I joined the IPTA or Indi-
an People’s Theatre Association and
travelled to various places of Bengal
and bevond.

I remember walking alongside
ariverine island of the Padma fora

show in a remote village in Murshi-
dabad. We settled down on a make-
shift stage or macha and started
playing the harmonium and tabla in
near darkness. Gradually, lanterns
and petromax lamps arrived one by
one. They looked like fireflies float-
ing towards us. Onee the play ended,
atdawn. they had dissipated.

The things about live perfor-
maneces is that people either love you
or hate vou for the role vou are play-
ing. During a college programme, a
group of students hurled bricks at
s becanse they disagreed with our
revolutionary views. We barely sur-
vived the attack.

Another time, in the colliery belt
of Asansol and Ranigunj, I played
a monevlender. Onee the curtains
came down, some of the labourers
in the audience screamed at me and
chased me out.

I ran for my life and took shel-
ter in the makeup room and bolted
the door from inside. It was only
when the organisers and other
team members spoke to the labour-
ers that they understood that I was
just acting. They met me and apol-
ogised for their outburst, ‘Galti ho
zayi ezur'...

Ilowved acting so much that I often
bunked work at the PWD where Iwas
a clerk. Oftentimes, I'd get only half
a salary because of “leaves without
pay”. ..Ijoined cinema much later
in life, in 2000. It was a small role in
Dekha, which was directed by Gout-
am Ghose. Sandip Ray launched me
in a television series in 19498,

My life as an actor has been a
songram. Now [ have the “song™ but
have lost the “gram”.

As told to Prasun Chaudhuri;
Photograph by Bishwarup Dutta

ack Nicholson won the Oscar
for it 51 vears ago, the first in
his kitty of three, when One Flew

Actress, Best Director, Best Picture

matic comedy that raised its langhs
from a psychiatric ward, the under-
current of an individual’s freedom
versus society and the power of an
authoritative force made it timeless.

Een Kesey's 1962 hook connected

down the ages as if it were written on :
: tea because they'd run out of milk.
. Shashi Kapoor's son Knnal who was :
: managing the theatre at that time, :
¢ was stunned when next morning, ;
: Amjad brought in two buffaloes and :
: had them tied outside Prithvi for i
: an uninterrupted supply of milk.

! Tomorrow, 27 July, will be 34 years

¢ since Amjad passed but his gigantic
phy nearly four decades ago in Hindi. :

current events,

And so, when Orne Flew Over The
Cuckoo’s Nest had an adaptation
staged early this month, the rele-
vance continued to seem contempo-
rary. Adding personal nostalgia was
that lead actor Zafar Karachiwala's
father-in-law, the late Amjad Khan,
had played the same role of MeMuor-

Titled Chum Chun Karti Aayi Chidiva

and directed by brother Imtiaz Khan,
i ferent but had its own appeal. One

Amjad would sing the title number

¢ dents that used to enliven the 80s.
: Amjad Khan used to drink nothing
: less than 32 cups of tea every day
¢ with milk and sugar. When Chun
Relevant anyvtime, anywhere, anthor :
: one evening the Prithvi Theatre can-

: with as much ease as he switched i
: emotions right through the evening. :
: Tohave watched Amjad play Jack
Ouver The Cuckoo’s Nest bagged the
Academy’s Big Five (Best Actor, Best : 3
. later, see his son-in-law perform the
and Best Adapted Screenplay). A dra- :

Nicholson's role in Hindi at Shashi
Eapoor's Prithvi Theatre and years

same in English was rare.
Rarer were the colourful inci-

Chun Karfi... was being staged, late

teen told him that he couldn’t get his
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persona is remembered to this day.
When son-in-law Zafar did the
play this month, the venue was dif-

BHARATHI S. PRADHAN

Amjad brought in two
buffaloes and tied
them outside Prithwva
for an uninterrupted

supply of milk
)
Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest was one
of the first plays staged at Mumbai's
swank new Aditya Birla Centre for
Performing Arts. On a much qui-

eter scale, the Kumar Mangalam
Birla family has been stepping into

While Jio makes a splash all over
the big screen and OTT platforms

} (Dhurandhar remains the main

: featherin their cap), Birla's Ap-

: planse Entertainment marks its

: presence through shows like Crimi-

. nal Justice and Scam, besides feature
¢ films like Main Vaapas Aaunga. With
: Rajshree Birla spearheading the

: newly opened anditorium next to i
i Mumbai's iconic Babulnath Mandir, |
. the performing arts have got an

! impressive alternate venue to Nita
: Ambani’s opulent NMACC.

Anupam Kher's new play Jaane

. Pehchaane Anjane, which has won
¢ applause all over Mumbai and other :
! cities, has also foumd a new venue
i in the Birla Centre. The fover has
. the welcome smell of fresh coffee i
: and Anupam Kher's reassuring face
! in an illnminated andio-visual. On
. stage, the gifted actor moves in and
: out of houses in a neighbourhood :
: where amotley lot of residents come
: together as the play weaves human  :
! equations into amusing situations.
Mukesh Ambani's cnltural territory.

Like Amjad, Anupam too sings well

: onstage. Meanwhile, wife Kirron .
: who leads a quietlife in Chandigarh, :

! was the one who snggested the title
i Jaane Pehchoane Anjane to him. Just

the way she'd suggested Dilioale Dul-

hania Le Jayvenge to Yash Chopra for
¢ Aditya's debut film.

Talking of plays, Aamir Khan's

Batwara 1347 is based on the 1989

drama Jis Lahore Nai Vekhya, OJamya
E Ngi. Ever since director Rajkumar

: Santoshi saw writer Asgar Wajahat's
i play, he's been wanting to turn it

! into a film. The story of a Muslim

¢ family from India (led by Sunny

i Deol and Preity Zinta) that moves

to Lahore after Partition features

i Shabana Azmi as an elderly Hindu
¢ woman who was left behind in the
haveli. Friction melts into firiendship

and communal forces dance in the

: backdrop as the drama culminates
i inabattle over a cremation for the
: Hindu woman.

Come August, and we'll know how
much of the original play has been
twealied for its cinematic translation.

. Bharathi S. Pradhan is

a senior journalist and an author
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he Narendra Modi government

is not known to blink first. In

this decade, it has done so only
twice. On the first oceasion, it retreat-
ed on the issue of the contentious farm
laws in the face of a prolonged protest
by farmers. It has now blinked for the
second fime: Dharmendra Pradhan
has had to resign as Union educa-
tion minister after the ruling regime
was forced to concede to the princi-
pal demands of the spirited and the
courageous youth of India who have
been demanding political account-
ability in light of the revelations of
several Infirmities in
India’s examination and

the government’s hand — unlike the
farmers’ protests or those against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act, this
demonstration saw heavy participa-
tion from social constituencies that
constitute the BJP's support base. The
protest, if it was allowed to continue,
could have deepened the anger with-
in an electoral base that is vital for
the party. There is a tactical element
at work as well. Mr Pradhan’s remov-
al from the education ministry could
not only bolster the prime minister’s
image as a responsive leader but also
force the CJP to climb down from its
moral high horse. But
it can be argued that a
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education systems. I‘nd_la S_ }I’Dthh chink in the steely ar-

The factors that led  have mwgﬂrated mour of a muscular
to the regime pulling the hope for a government may well
back for now merit ex- d pe th have been exposed.
amination. That the 2 EI‘]‘IDCTEIC}- at While the regime has
Bharatiya Janata Party-  1srighteousand  proven to be adroit in
led Cenfral government I'IE:SpDI]SiVE defanging protests that

misread the depth of

remain marginal to its

the anger of the youth
and, also, the scale of their protest is
evident. More revealingly, the gov-
ernment’s tried-and-tested toolkit to
discredit resistance, a strategy that
has punctured other mobilisations,
was out-thought by the imagmative
Cockroach Janta Party and its massive
constituency of young supporters. The
initial counterthrust by the govern-
ment —the use of brutal force — back-
fired, leading to even greater solidarity
between the protesters and the people.
The other strategies — communalisa-
tion of the agitation or discrediting it
by weaving in fictitious charges of the
protest being the handiwork of the
invisible, anti-national, foreign hand
— did not work either. The diffused
leadership of this movement, the in-
genious use of social media to ampli-
fyy its message, and its commitment to
peaceful agitation despite provocation
won the youth a precious victory. Most
importantly — this may have forced

core base — electoral
and ideological —it invariably retreats
— panics — when confronted with a
democratic, public, as opposed to po-
litical, movement that cuts across con-
stituencies, is just in its demands, and
i self-sustaining.

The political Opposition may find
something to gloat at in the govern-
ment's present discomfiture. But
what it needs to ponder is its inabili-
ty to serve as an effective platform to
voice the concerns of the people. As
for the CJP, the youth, and, not to
forget, Sonam Wangchuk, this is a
moment to savour. They have fought,
suffered and succeeded where or-
ganised political outfits have failed
on numerous occasions. Indeed, it
will not be incorrect to reflect on
whether the mantle of Indian democ-
racy, its continuation and renew-
al have passed onto the hands of a
young, vigorous, imaginative and
righteous force.

SCRIPSI

* As long as there is one upright man, as long as there is one compassionate woman,
the contagion may spread and the scene is not desolate. Hope is the thing that is left

to us, in a bad time. *

E.B.WHITE

The moral ballast of the insurgent cockroaches 1s undeniable

Dawn for democracy

MUKUL KESAVAN

t was the 6th of June. Abhijeet

Dipkehadsetouthis stall atJan-

tar Mantar after returning from

Boston. 1 took an Uber to the

junction where Tolstoy Marg
met Janpath and walked down to the
barricaded square into which the
Delhi Police had kettled the protest-
ars, the camera persons and curions
political tonrists like me. It was strik-
ing how young the milling crowd was.
A man came up to me and hesitantly
asked why [ was there, given how old
I was. I grinned and said, “curiosity”,
which was true. It was a lively gath-
ering, with posters calling on Dhar-
mendra Pradhan to resign and men
in startlingly plausible cockroach
masks, complete with antennae, but
it also felt a bit low-pressure and des-
nltory. Sonam Wangchok wasn't vet
a part of the demo and the hunger
strike hadn't begun.

When [ retrned on Monday,
saven weeks later, a couple of days
after Wangchuk had been forcibly
removed by the police, I didn't know
what to expect. We took the Metro
down to Commaught Place where the
Delhi Police with characteristic petti-
ness had barricaded all the exits clos-
est to the demonstration. This meant
we had to walk a couple of minutes
longer. As we crossed the face of the
Regal Building and got to Parliament
Street, we saw that the place was
rammed with people. It was impos-
sible to get to the manch;, we wera
jammed in the middle of a congealad
mass of voung people, shifting this
way and that. The average age of the
gathering seemed lower than India’s
voting age and vet, for the first time
in vears, a release from the airless in-
humanity of Narendra Modi's politics
began to seem possible.

Not hecanse the resignation
of Dharmendra Pradhan will
change desi politics or even fix the
broken examination machinery that
triggered this uprising. The possibil-
ities that this movement has created
are to do with the way in which it ex-
presses its exasperation with a system
that has failed it. The jusiness of their
canse is self-evident becanuse genera-
tions of desis have staked their all on
all-India competitive examinations of
one sort or another.

In a couniry where the so-called
demographic dividend of a voung
population has been sguandered
because the economy cant create
remotely enough jobs for its voung
people, the villainy of a government
that corrupts one of the fow avenues

mukulkesavan @ hotmail.com
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to a decent, professional education is
established beyvond argument. Modi's
government has done worse things,
bt the massive consensus about the
NEET disaster gave the insurgent
cockroaches assembled at Jantar
Mantar and elsewhere a moral weight
that was hard to discredit even for the
scheming operatives of this vicious
regime.

Edward Thompson, historian
of the English working class and
other subaltern movements, once
explained that insurrection doesn't
necessarily occur because of scarcity.
It occurs when people come to believe
that the shortages that oppress them
are the result of unfair manipulation.
It is the unfairness, not the scarcity
itself. that outrages people and gives
them the strength to risk the repris-
als that collectively challenging the
State always entails. Thompson's
term for this melding of the material
world and morality is moral econo-
my. The corruption of NEET violated
the moral economy of desi aspiration
and transformed the chief justice of
India’s ‘cockroaches’ into avenging
angels

Pradhan’s resignation wasn't in-
evitable. It was, in fact, very unlikely
because it has been a point of honour
with Modi's government to never
acknowledge error. This is the first
time in twelve vears that the prime
minister has been forced by an or-

ganised political protest to sack a
cabinet colleague, Something in the
pharaonic facade of this government
has cracked.

The Cockroach Janta Party
won this battle partly because the
legions it led seemed armoured with
an alloy of innocence and insouci-
ance. This had something to do with
how yvoung they were. [ saw Neha
Bora, one of the students who faswed
alongside Wangchuk, make an in-
spired speech that spoke the language
of solidarity and idealism and right-
eolls anger in a way that had, in the
defeated cynicism of our world, seems-
ingly gone out of style. I saw clips of
young people defiantly talking back
even as thev were savagely beaten
by policemen. I saw laughing students
chanting, “Jab jab Modi darta hai,
pulis ko aage karia hai’™ The alter-
native rhyme was even more rois-
ing: “Jab jab Modi darta hai, Hindu-
Muslim Ekarta hai” 1 saw a yvoung
woman in Mumbai stop a police
bus loaded with detained protesters
bv casually leaning against its
windscreen. Idealism isn't just the
opposite of knowingness; it's also the
absence of learnt fear, of disabling
prudence.

The contrast between thischeerfil
in=olence, this inspired idealism, and
the corrupt, leaden, violent response
of Modi's government, its brutal po-
lice, its grotesque godi anchors and its

'\ﬁ ’

M

leering influencers, was so stark, and
this starkness was so massively avail-
able on social media, that the struggle
was abstracted into a no-contest he-
tween light and darkness, good and
evil. Rama and Ravana.

None of us, not even, I suspect,
the organisers of the CJP lmow how
this movement will evalve. What we
do know is that the prime minister’s
affectation of Olympian impunity is
now past its sell-by date. Nothing il-
Instrated this better than the toe-curl-
ing informality of his vertical video
on Instagram. It was like watching
Ozymandias, Shelley's fallen phar-
aoh, do a piece to camera.

I rettorned from Jantar Mantar
that afternoon, both buoved up and
worried. The battalions of police
seemed like a bad augury and the
spaces enclosed by the barricades
with their narrow entries made me
nervous. Still, the cockroaches won
the first round. As things stand, it's
CJP 1:BJP 0. After years of defeat,
we'll take the win. I think of all the
times my student cohort marched
up Parliament Street or assembled
at Jantar Mantar, and this triumph
makes those memories better. The
young redeem us. The cockroach
insurrection isn't quite the French
Revohition, but these lines could have
been written forit: “Blisswasitin that
dawn to be alive, / But to be voung was
very heaven!”

now plays second fiddle to the BJP.
Bora and Mahanta have been min-

Y A B A B B B B B E B E E S A

DELHI DIARIES

Home turf

B The resignation of the Union education minister, Dharmendra
Pradhan, has left the Odisha chief minister; Mohan Charan Majhi, in
an uncomfortable position. The Majhi camp fears that with Pradhan
stepping down, he will now have more time to focus on Odisha politics.
Pradhan, widely credited with steering the Bharativa Janata Party to
power in Odisha, has long been regarded as a strong contender for the
CDM's post. When the BJP ended the 24-vear rule of the Biju Janata Dal
in the 2024 assembly elections, speculation was rife that Pradhan would
be sworn in as CM. However, Majhi emerged as the surprise choice of
the party. With most BJP legislators in the state being Pradhan loyvalists
and the Majhi government facing criticism over several controversies,
talks of Majhi being replaced have gathered strength. However, both
camps remained tight-lipped over the development. On being asked how

they wonld react to Pradhan’s resignation, a senior BJP leader said. “We

need to wait for more time before reacting to the development.” In the
meantime, the BJD president, Naveen Patnaik, congratulated the yvoung

people of India, especially Gen Z, for their victory.

“Accomntability and

sensitivity to public opinion are integral values of a strong democracy.

Nobody is above the will of the people. Voices of our people, especially of

the youth, deserve to be heard. The future of India belongs to the youth,
I wish them all the best,” Patnaik tweeted.

2

Dharmendra Pradhan:
going back home?

Reel
connect

B Despite the anti-Narendra Modi
slogans reverberating through the
student protests at Jantar Mantar,
the BJP is unwilling to concede that
the image of the man it calls the
“world's most popular leader” has
suffered a dent. The ruling party
insists that the slogans were part of

a wider political conspiracy by its
rivals In an apparent bid to counter
that perception. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has stepped up his
presence on Instagram. “We have
realised, albeit belatedly, that Gen Z
has virtually taken over Instagram.
They are active there, not on X,
YouTube or Facebook,” a BJP leader
said. Buoved by the massive public
engagement with Modi’s recent reels,
the BJP has projected the numbers as
evidence of the PM's enduring popu-
larity. “... Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s latest Instagram reel has be-
come the most-viewed reel in the first
24 hours... It reflects the unparalleled
reach, credibility and connect that
PM Modi enjoys across generations
and geographies...” the BJP's social
media head, AmitMalviva, posted
on X. Modi has reportedly asked his

ministers to become more active on
Instagram.

Power
struggle

B Amid the student protests over the
NEET paper leak issue, the spotlight
in Assam shifted to the state minis-

ter and Asom Gana Parishad work-
ing president, Keshab Mahanta.
Videos of Mahanta's danghter par-
ticipating in the protest — firstin
Guwahati and then in Delhi — have
surfaced online. While the minor
has received support for her vocal
participation, calls for Mahanta's
resignation have grown louder.
Since a senior journalist con-
sidered close to the BJP-led ruling
alliamce shared the two videos, AGP
insiders feel that the episode may
he tied to an internal power strug-
gle. RBesentment is growing against
the AGP president, Atul Bora, and
Mahanta for “thinking only about
themselves” instead of the party,
which had riled the state twice but

isters in successive BJP-led govern-
ments since 2016. Mahanta's detrac-
tors could use the protest videos to
remove him from the party. An AGP
insider said there is strong pressure
to give Mahanta’s berth to someone
fiom the BJP.

Surprise
critic

m The appeal by the veteran BJP
leader and former Union education
minister, Murli Manohar Joshi, to
treat protesting siudents with em-
pathy got an unexpected reaction
from Sandeep Warrier, a Congress
legislator from Kerala. Warrier, who
was previously with the BJP, seized
Joshi's remarks to criticise the BJP.
Warrier claimed that Joshi might
have understood that the BJP has
become a “Gujarati company ™. But
the Kerala BJP gave scant regard to
their observations,

Charm
personified

B Ahead of every Parliament ses-
sion, the senior Congress parlia-
mentarian, Shashi Tharoor, makes
a whirlwind trip to his constituency,
Thiruvananthapuram. This time
around, he gave everyvone a scare
when he and his personal staff were
trapped inside a hotel lift for 15 min-
utes. The grapevine had it that those
who were stranded with Tharoor
were unlikely to have been bored as
the wordsmith would probably have
coined a new expression for their
predicament. Tharoor was found
hopping firom one venue to another,
releasing books and lannching a
football turf,

Footnote

E The legal fraternity has turned its attention to a
head constable for his half-hearted expression of
regret after manhandling advocates who came to
the aid of the detained students at the Cockroach
Janta Party rally. The constable shoved lawyers
who had come to Lodhi Colony Police Station.
Following an outcry from lawyers, the constable
put out a video with the two aggrieved lawyers
saying that his behaviour was unintended. But the
lawwvers were not satisfied and extracted a long
written apology firom the policeman.

A ti 'al of ararebird is umatched. | celled. Thereis noclarity
r a But people these days seem on this matter. Moreover,
i too impatient to wait for this | many of those who partic-
J Oy joy and resort to Artificial ipated in the protests have
Intelligence instead. Images | had to pay steep personal
of rare birds generated costs —a start-up founder
B Sir — Birdwatching isa and edited with Al can get has claimed that his gov-
hobhy that needs alot of accolades on social media ernment contract has been
patience and seldom reaps but it will never deliver the withdrawn; a Muslim man
proportional rewards, es- satisfaction and the sense of | who was distributing food at
pecially with avian species wonder that spotting evena | the protest has had his family
declining in numbers and common bird species after members arrested; several
going extinet all avround the  hours of waiting can vield. students have been identified
world. Yet, the jov of spot- nsing facial recognition and
ting a bird or, better still, A.K. Sen, their data been extracted
capturing the photograph Calcutta by the authorities. FIRs are
just one way to harass pro-
testers. The CJP should stay
4 tantly, the syllabi of schools alert for such other kinds of
KE v ﬁ gflfﬂlg and colleges have tobe retribution.
B Sir — The resignation of stripped of propaganda and
the Union minister for educa- | students admitted on merit. Pratima Manimala,
tion, Dharmendra Pradhan, Underprivileged students Calcutia
1s a moment of reckoning from minority communities
for both the Narendra Modi have been progressively mar- | B Sir —The idea that Gen 2
government and the country. | ginalised in the education is a generation without any
For the government, it was system with State grants conviction or intelligence
awake-up call abouthow a has been belied. The resig-
democracy functions —itis nation of Dharmendra
a government by the people Pradhan is a resounding win
and those people can and will for the vouth and proof that
hold it accountable. For the the future generations are
coumiry, it was a reminder not going to meekly accept
that no matter how auto- Oppression.
cratic and powerful a regime

15, united opposition by the

Rinchen Lama,

people can bring it to heel. It Siliguri

is a victory for the vouth of

the country who stepped out Fight an B Sir — There is a signifi-

n droves to hold the govern- cance of the CJP protests

ment accountable, This setsa that goes beyond the immedi-

positive precedent. and scholarships being with- | ate wins. For the thousands
drawn. This should change of students across the coun-

Kamal Laddha, t00. The vouth should not irv who stepped out onto the

Bengaluru stop demanding theirrightto | sireets, itis the kindlingof a
free and fair education forall | political engagement. Many

B Sir —Dharmendra Indians. of these vouth had claimed

Pradhan may have been to be apolitical before these

forced to resign but this is Jayati Sen, protests, One hopes thatin

just the beginning of thebat- | Calcufta the future they will continue

tle. The roots of corruption t0 hold the powers that be

n the Indian education sys- B 5ir— While it is heartening | accountable.

tem go deep. It needs a com- that the Cockroach Janta

plete overhaul. Agencieslike | Party has withdrawn its Ehsan Alam,

the National Testing Agency | strike on the assurance from | Mumbai

need to be scrapped and uni- | the government that no first

versities and colleges need information reports shall he \/

to be given more power over lodged against the students, :

admissions. Oversight from | there are several aspects Lamm,lshﬁ?l”:d! balsam o

bodies like the University that remain unclear. There & Prafulla Sarkar Street,

Grants Commission mustbe | was news that the passports Calcutta 700001

stepped up. But, more impor- | of protesters would be can- ttedit@abp.in
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World jr
title for
Anahat

B ONTARIO (CANADA): An-
ahat Singh on Saturday
became the first Indian to
be crowned world juntor
squash champion after
beating Rugayva Salem
of Egypt in the summit
clash here, World No. 20
and top seed Anahat de-
feated Rugayya 11-3, 11-7,
11-91in the women's final
of the World Squash Jun-
lor Individual Champion-
ships here. Last vear she
had won the bronze. Fm

Contract signed

B SANTIAGO: Cape Verde
goalkeeper Vozinha
has signed a contract
with Colo Colo, Chile's
biggest football team. The
40-vear-old Vozinha,
World Cup’s breakout
star, has a contract for
18 months, as per local
media. ap

Maeda in Ipswich

B LONDON: Newly-promot-
ed Ipswich have stgned
Japan forward Daizen
Maeda from Celtic, the
English club said Satur-
day. The 28-vear-old Mae-
da playved at the World
Cup, scoring in a 1-1 draw
with Sweden. arp

Cousin's move

B PRAGUE: Sparta Prague
has signed Norwegian
center-forward Jonatan
Braut Brunes, cousin of
Manchester City star Er-
ling Haaland, from Polish
side Rakow Czestochowa.
AP

Atletico signing

B MADRID: South Korea
midfielder Lee Kang-
In has agreed to join
Atletico Madrid from
Paris Saint-Germain,
the Spanish club said
Saturday. The 25-yvear-
0ld Lee played all throe
group-stage games at the
World Cup. ap

THIS DAY
THAT YEAR

2019: Australian wom-
en’s cricket captain Meg
Lanning records a T20I
world record individual
score of 133 off 63 balls
in a 93-run win against
England at Chelmsford.

2023: Malaysia
medium-pacer Syazrul
ldrus becomes the first
bowler to take seven
wickets in a men’'s T20I,
picking up 7/8 against
China in a T20World Cup
Asia Qualifier game in
Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia
win by 8 wickets.

EB’s loss ends Habas unbeaten streak in derby

Bagan do
the basics
right to
seal deal

DURAND CUP
MOHUN BAGAN 1
EAST BENGAL 1]}

OUR BUREAU

Calcutta: Preparation was
a concern for both coaches
going into thelr Durand Cup
opener, which was also the
first derby of the season, at the
Salt Lake Stadium on Satur-
day. In the end, Mohun Bagan
Super Giant coach Panaglotis
Dilmperis pipped his counter-
part Antonio Lopez Habas as
the green and marcons won
by a solitary goal against East
Bengal to begin the season on
apleasing note.

Sahal Abdul Samad found
the target in the 32nd minute,
which went on to be the win-
ner for Bagan.

Mot to sayv that Mohun
Bagan were the overwhelm-
Ingly dominant side on the
day, as East Bengal certain-
Iy had thelr moments in the
closing stages of the game. But
misfortune and Bagan goal-
le Vishal Kaith stood in East
Bengal's way.

After the final whistle,
Dilmperis and Habas were
seen exchanging greetings,
though one could gauge the
disappointment in the expres-

Kiyvan Nassiri {centre} in an aerial tussle with two East Bengal pla:,fers atthe Salt Lake
Stadinm on Saturday. (Picture by Sanat KrSinha)

glon of the latter who sutfered
his first derbyv 1oss as coach.

Both Bagan and East Ben-
gal began with no overseas
players in their XI. On match
eve, Dilmperis had spoken
about his faith in the Indian
players in his side. And the
way the playvers stood up, the
Bagan coach has every reason
to be happy.

It's not that they did an-
yvthing extraordinary. In de-

Sahal Abdul Samad (left), with Liston Colaco, after scoring
the winner for Mohun Bagan Super Giant on Saturday.

(Picture by Sanat Kr Sinha)

fence, they stmply didn't offer
room for their rivals to have a
crack at the target. And in at-
tack, they avolded a crowded
midfield, orchestrating their
moves from the flanks. That
was enough for Bagan to walk
ol winners,

A Nittle before the half-hour
mark, senior pro Rahnul Bheke
effected an excellent block-
ing to keep out a right-footed
attempt from East Bengal's
David Hmar, who cut into the
box from the left,

Seven minutes into the
second half, the flank-based
moves eventually paid Bagan
dividends. Eivan Nassiri did
well to win the ball from Rohit
Danu. before sending a cross
from the right flank. It was in-
tended for Manvir Singh, who
didn’t take the right-footed
fliick, leaving it for Samad in-
stead.

Samad, perfectly posi-
tioned, tapped it home, much
to the delight of his toam mem-
bers and Bagan fans. Just
as much credit goes to both

Kiyan and Manvir for the way
they set 1t up for goal-scorer
Samad.

Stung by that strike, Habas
introduced his overseas play-
ors Dani Ramirez and Mo-
hammad Rashid a Iittle Iater.
Dilmperis, too, brought in
both Dejan Drazic and Alberto
Rodriguez.

The foreigners were striv-
ing for sharpness, not having
gone through enough prac-
tice in the lead-up to the derby.
Still, Ramirez and Rashid had
put Bagan under enough pres-
gure in the closing minutes.

Three minutes to regula-
tion time, Ramirez's attempt,
after substitute PV Vishnu
whipped in a floater from the
left, beat Keeper Kaith, only
to come off the near post. In
the second minute of add-
ed-on tfime, Rashid stretched
his right foot to keep the ball
on target after Ramirez sent
in a long pass. Bui Kalth par-
ried it away to safety. Bagan
couldn't have besn more re-
lieved.

Easy for India, but

Prince hamstrung

OLUR BUREAU

muscle as Ishan Kishan

and Tilak Varma blast-
ed half centuries to help the
Shrevas Iver-led side defeat
Zimbabwe by 90 runs and win
the three-match series 2-0 at
the Harare Sports Club.

The final T201 is on Sunday.

The duo stitched together
a 9d-run stand in only 7.1 overs
to set the stage for India’s com-
fortable victory on Saturday.

Zimbabwe, after electing
to field, struck early, with Ab-
hishek Sharma departing
cheaply vet again.

Valbhav Scoryvavanshi
slammed Richard Ngarava
for three boundaries and a six
off successive deliveries in the
third over, but was dismissed a
lttle later.

India didn't concede the
advantage to the hosts, with
Ishan and Shrevas stitching
together a 66-run stand for the

Y. Seoryavanshi c M'beni b Mgarave 20

I ndia flaunted thelr batting

A. Sharma ¢ Burl b Muzzrabeni 8
I. Kishan ¢ Bennett b Myamhuri 81
8. lyer £ Evans b Bennett 5
T. Varma not st 11}
R. Singh © Bl b Evans 12
3. Dube not sut B
Extras fiv-2, nb-1, w-4) T
Total (5 wickets, 20 overs) 219

Fall of wichets: 1/10, 2129, 395, 4/189,
5213

Bowling: fisze 4-0-47-0; Muzerabeni 4-0-36-1;
Ngarava 3-0-43-1; Evans 4-0-44-1; Mysmburi
3H-25-1; Bennett 2-0-22-1

ZIMBABWE
B. Bennen ¢ Ishan b Thakur 32
B. Carran ¢ Dubse b Prince 1
0. Myers [ Bishmnoi 12

R. Burl & Rinlu b Tikak 20

3. Raza ¢ Kizhan b Prince 1]
W. Madhevere ¢ Iyer b Dube 7
T.Marumani b Thakur L
B. Evanz b Abhizhek 13
0. Myamher b Abkishek 3
. Mgarave cRinku b Abhishek 1
B. Wharebani - not out T
Exires (-2, b3, w-3| B

Total [all out, 17.5 overs) 129
Fall of wickets: 134, 234, 3/48, 4/49, 5165,
£/82, 7/105, /118, 9121

Bowling: Mayenk 3-0-25-0; Thekur 40-30-Z,
Prince 1.2-0-10-2; Bishnai 4-0-20-1; Dube 1.4-
0-13-1; Tilak 1-0-5-1; Abhishek 250-17-3

India won by 30 nuns
[Wiod¥k: Ishan Kizhan

Ishan Kishan takes a run during his innings of 81 off 44 balls
in the second T201 against Zimbabwe in Harare on Saturday.
India won by 90 rums. (Picture: BCCL/X)

third wicket. Shrevas fell for
25 but Kishan (81 off 44 balls)
and Tilak (60 not out off 29) en-
sured the momentum wasn't
lost,

Rinku Singh, Tilak and
Shivam Dube hit some lusty
blows towards the end to help
India pile up a massive 219/5.

However, the victory was
somewhat soured as Prince
Yadav sufferad a hamstring in-
jury which will rule him out of
Sunday's T20L.

Prince hobbled off the
field after taking two wickets,
clutching his hamstring after
pulling up during his bowling
run-up on the second ball of
his second over.

“One of our players got
injured unfortunately so you
might see a fow changes to-
morrow (Sunday),” Iver said.

“The way Ishan and Tilak
plaved was outstanding. I
thought 180-200 would be par
score, but we ended up getting
(almost) 220 which was the
icing on the cake.™

“That’s how you have to ap-
proach the game, it's about the
attttude. Be in the present and
trv to execute.” he added

Man of the Match Kishan,
who hammered nine fours and
two sixes, said it was not an
easy wicket to bat on.

“Tdid not feel that the wick-
et was where you can just go
and score runs. There was the
odd bounce for few deliveries
s0 we felt we needed partner-
ships,” he said.

“You don't have to think
about wickets, pastis past and
just see what bowlers vou can
target,” Kishan added.

Pace attack to dominate selection meet

INDRANIL MAJUMDAR

Calcuntta: India will return
to red-ball cricket when they
tour Sri Lanka for a two-match
Test series beginning August
15, with both matches forming
part of the ongoing ICC World
Test Championship cycle,

The opening match will
be plaved in Galle, before the
action shifts to the Sinhalese
Sports Clubin Colombo for the
second and final Test from An-
gust 23,

The Ajit Agarkar-led se-
lection committes will meet
virtually to pick the squad on
Tuesday with Jasprit Bumrah
and Mohammed Siraj set to
feature in the series.

The matches will help the
team management to short-
Hst their pace attack ahead of
the two Tests in New Zealand
and the five matches early
next year against Australia

athome,

While Prasidh Erishna
has been a regular in the Test
squad, the likes of Gurnoor
Brar, Akash Deep and Augib
Nabi are expected to feature
in the discussions. Bumrah is
unlikely to play all five Testsin
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
and the selectors need to hone
in on the core group. Hence the
cholce of pacers remain a pri-
ortty for Agarkar’s panel

The selectors will face a
tricky call on Ravindra Jade-
ja after ignoring him for the
recent ODI matches. Given
his experience and all-round
skills, it is understood that it
will be hard tolgnore Jadeja.

Inwlia’s spin options appear
to be one dimensional with
Manav Suthar., who picked
up seven wickets in his debut
Test against Afghanistan last
month, and Harsh Dubey both
left-arm orthodox.

Jasprit Bumrah

Madhva Pradesh
all-rounder Saransh Jain was
selected as an off-spinner on
the recent India A tour of Sr1
Lanka. He took seven wickets
in the two unofficial Tests but
falled to make much of an im-
pact.

A lot will depend on the
selectors’ vision on Kuldeep
Yadav. The team management
doesn’t trust his white ball

skills but he could be a hand-
ful in Test cricket especially in
subcontinent conditfions.

With a fitness cloud loom-
ing over Washington Sun-
dar, Jadeja could be pre-
ferred along with Suthar and
Euldeeq.

The whitewash at the
hands of South Africa at
home earlier this vear is sure
to weigh heavy on Gautam
Gambhir and Shubman Gill.

It's not just about the bowl-
ing, the No.3 slot will also be
up for major debate. Yashas-
viJatswal and KL Rahul area
settled opening palr with Gill
at four, followed by Rishabh
Pant, Dhruv Jurel, and Jadeja.

Sal Sudharsan had edged
out Devdutt Padikkal at No.3
for the Afghanistan Test and
made 84. He also featured
in both Indila A matches in
Srl Lanka. scoring 332 runs at
an average of 166, including

two ceniuries.

His struggles in England
on their last tour has made
him doubtful for the series in
MNew Zealand. Unless he per-
forms creditably in the two
Tests in Sri Lanka, the se-
lectors conld be forced to try
out Padikkal, who had a
prolific domestic season for
Karnataka.

Performance review

The BCCI will soon hold a
review of the team’s recent
white-ball performances on
the tours of Ireland, England
and Zimbabwe. The meeting
will be held at the BCCI head-
guarters in Mumbai.

Ryan ten Doeschate has
already expressed his unwill-
ingness to continue as assis-
tant coach and the matter will
come up for discussion. Field-
ing coach T. Dilp's role will
also be reviewad.

Brazil players pose for a group p]:mtu hefore their 2026
World Cup Round of 16 match against Norway. (Reuters)

Brazil in

OUR BUREAU

Calcutta: With the World
Cup hangover still going
strong, football fans in India
— Calentta to be precise —
have reasons to cheer as
reporis of the Brazilian na-
tional team planning to play
amatch here has been doing
the rounds.

According to ESPN Bras-
il, the Selecao are insterested
in playing an international
friendly in India in October
this vear. And the Salt Lake
Stadium hereis the front-
runner to host the five-time
World Cup winners

As per reports, the Brazil-
1an Football Confederation
(CBF) 15 in advanced stages
of negotiations with Indian
organisers to play a match

talks to play friendly in ctty

here during the Fifa interna-
tional window in early Octo-
ber, Brazilian newspaper Es-
fadao has also confirmed the
development, reporting that
an agreement for the game
could be inked soor.

Reports say that Brazil
are scheduled toplay three
friendlies between the end
of September and the begin-
ning of October. Two of the
three games will be against
Anstralia —on September 25
in Townsville and September
201n Brisbane. The match in
Inciia wonld be the third one.

It1s not however clear
who would be Brazil's oppo-
nents if they play in India.

Brazil did not have a mem-
orable outing at the recent
2026 World Cup, being oust-
ed from the Round of 16 by

Norway. But that hasn't had
an adverse effect on their
popularity in this part of the
world. That might be a prime
reason why India, and Cal-
cutta, has emerged as the
preferred destination though
couniries like Singapore and
Qatar were also interested.

While Brazil have never
played here, its bigzost-ov-
er star, Pele, had played at
Eden Gardens in 1977. It was
amatch between New York
Cosmos and Mohun Bagan.

However, if Brazil comes
to Calentta, the organizers
and the administration will
have to be vigilant to en-
sure that the event doesn't
tirn into an ugly spectacle
of chaos 1ike it did when Li-
onel Messi visited the city
last vear.

A fan carries a cutout of
Brazil's Nevmar in Calcutta
during the recent World
Cup. (PTI)

England cricket’s
leadership crisis

OUR BUREAU

cothick are likely to be

England’s captain and
coach on an interim basis for
their Test series against Pakd-
stan next month.

The ECE, however, is vet to
take a final decision on elther
position as they face a crisis on
the captaincy issue following
Ben Stokes's retirement.

Stokes was in favour of
Harry Brook as his perma-
nent successor and the Hmited
overs captain has publicly in-
dicated his willingness to take
the job on. But the ECB report-
edly has no desire to distract
him unnecessarily.

It is unlikely that anyone
will be asked to lead in all
three formats given England’s
congested schedule,

Earlier this month, Andy
Flower refused to take charge
as coach becanse of his com-
mitments in various franchise
leagues.

The hunt for the next coach
15 being complicated by the
need for the new appointee
to work alongside the man he
would be replacing, Brendon
McCullum, rather than tak-
ing full control of both red-
and-white ball squads, English
media reportad

Some high-profile candi-
dates have been unwilling to
work within such a setup, ei-
ther because they want full
control over the senior teams
or because of the unigue
challenge of working along-
glde the person who was
sacked as Test coach earlier
this month.

England have a very com-
plicated schedule next year.
While the Test side will be
the focus until the end of the
Ashes in early August, they

JDE Root and Marcus Tres-

would take a backseat as the
ODI team prepares for the
World Cup in South Africa,
Zimbabwe and Namibia in Oc-
tober-November.

Several multi-format
players, including the cur-
rent white-ball captain Harry
Brook and Root are part of the
ODI set-up.

Joe Root

Rob Key, England's man-
aging director, 15 running the
recrultment process for a new
Test head coach along with an
external headhunter, and has
made contact with multiple
potential candidates this week
for prefliminary conversations.
Contenders for the role in-
clude Stephen Fleming, Jon-
athan Trott, Richard Dawson
and Tom Moody.

Richard Gould, the ECB's
chief executive, said when
Brendon MecCullum was re-
moved from his role as Test
coach that the vacancy would
“1deally” be filled before the
first Pakistan Test on August
19, but left open the possibili-
ty that an interim coach could
fill the role. Trescothick, previ-
ously McCullum’s assistant, 1s
likely to step in thatrole.
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EDUCONNECT

THE NEXT BIG STEP BEGINS HERE

IT Connect Initiative

PREPARING STUDENTS FOR A WORLD
OF INFINITE POSSIBILITIES

Over two enriching days, Education Symposium 2026 became a vibrant confluence of ideas, inspiration and opportunity.

he fourth edition of
I Education Sympo-
sium 2026, present-
ed by Anandabazar Patri-
ka and The Telegraph, was
more than an education
event - it was a movement
to prepare students for a
rapidly changing world.
The symposium opened
with Axiom - The Excel-
lence Quiz League, one
of its most anticipated at-
tractions. 36 school teams
competed, with M.P. Birla
Foundation Higher Sec-
ondary School emerging
as the champions; and
Birla High School, Moira
Street, and National High
School, Hazra Road fin-
ished as the runners-up.

Recognising Ex-
cellence, Inspiring
Aspirations
Celebrating achievement
remained at the heart
of the symposium., Out-
standing Board achievers
from schools across the
region were felicitated in
the presence of actor Abir
Chatterjee, recognising
their dedication and per-
severance,

The event also honoured

distinguished speakers,
sponsors and institutional
partners whose contribu-
tions enriched the two-

day learning experience.
Special Sessions
That Inspired Be-
yond Academics

Among the most memora-
ble moments of the sym-
posium were the special

SUCCEess.

Anand Kumar, founder of
Super 30, captivated stu-
dents with his inspiring
story of resilience and his
unwavering belief in the
transformative power of
education. Through prac-
tical advice and personal
anecdotes, he encour-
aged students to dream
big, persevere through

Godavarl Sihawa Hills

- Narmada Brahmagiri Mountain
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EDUCATION
SYMPOSIUM

Education Symposium 2026 was brimming with student energy

sessions featuring per-
sonalities whose journeys
transcended conventional

challenges and never let
circurnstances limit their
aspirations.

Equally inspiring was
Swami Shantatmanan-
da's session on holistic

education. Drawing upon
the teachings of Swami
Vivekananda, he remind-

ed students that true ed-
ucation builds character,
values and inner strength
alongside academic excel-
lence,

Conversations
That Defined
the Future

The symposium emerged
as a platform for mean-

TUUINUTEVIE B s

“Creating 300 Entrepre-
neurs from the City of Joy”
challenged students to be-
come job creators rather
than job seekers, while
experts shared practical
insights into entrepre-
neurship, innovation and
start-up ecosystems.

Other panel discussions
explored pressing themes
including Artificial Intel-

Abir Chatterjee felicitating winners of
Axiom - The Excellence Quiz League

ingful dialogue on the fu-
ture of education.

The ASE-curated panel on

Extensive Masterclass Sessions Hosted by Experts

ligence and holistic learn-
ing, the evolving role of
educational institutions,

industry readiness and
the skills needed for to-
morrow’s workforce.

Learning
Directly from
the Experts

Day Two featured a series
of Expert Masterclasses,
where accomplished pro-
fessionals introduced stu-
dents to emerging career
opportunities beyond tra-
ditional professions.

Sessions on radio, journal-
ism, fashion, photography
and digital content cre-
ation offered valuable in-
dustry insights and practi-
cal guidance.

Adding another dimen-
sion to the event was
the Spotlight Session
with Mandira Bedi, who
shared powerful lessons
on resilience, reinvention
and self-belief. Her con-
versation encouraged stu-
dents to embrace change,
develop confidence and
pursue success beyond ac-
ademic scores,
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Dream Big, Work Hard

Anand Kumar’s Inspiring Message
to the Next Generation

Mandira Bedi

Inspires Students to

y

Own Their Story

In a powerful Spotlight Session, actor,
television presenter, fitness icon and entrepreneur
Mandira Bedi shared life lessons on resilience,

reinvention and self-belief.

One of the most anticipated sessions at the Ed-
ucation Symposium 2026 was the Spotlight Ses-
sion featuring Mandira Bedi. Far from being a
celebrity interaction, the conversation evolved
into an honest and inspiring dialogue about
overcoming challenges, embracing uncertain-
ty and building a meaningful career in an ev-
er-changing world.

Success Beyond Marks

In a world where academic excellence is often
viewed as the sole benchmark of achievement,
Mandira reminded students that marks are im-
portant but they do not define an individual’s
potential.

She encouraged young people to discover their
passions, remain curious and pursue continu-
ous learning beyond classrooms. Skills such as
communication, confidence, empathy and dis-
cipline, she said, are equally essential for long-
term success.

The Courage to Reinvent

Throughout her career, Mandira Bedi has suc-
cessfully transitioned across multiple roles -
from actor and television anchor to sports pre-
senter, entrepreneur and fitness advocate.

Reflecting on this journey, she highlighted
the importance of embracing change rather
than fearing it. Every new opportunity, she ex-
plained, demands learning, resilience and the
willingness to step outside one’s comfort zone.

ne of the most
anticipated high-
) lights of Educa-

W\ tion Symposium 2026
M\ was the special session
featuring Anand Ku-
mar, the visionary ed-
ucator and founder

For students standing at
important crossroads in
their academic journeys,
this message served as |
a reminder that careers

today are no longer lim- : :

: : of the internationally
el t.u .asm,gle .path. J acclaimed Super 30
Resilience in the / initiative. Speaking
Face of Sy before a packed au-
Challenges dience of students,

parents and educa-
tors, Anand Kumar
shared his extraor-
dinary journey
- from humble be-
ginnings and finan-
cial hardships to
becoming one of In-
dia's most celebrat-
ed educationists.

There Is No
Shortcut to
Success

Mandira shared how set-
backs are an inevitable part
of every journey, but resil-
ience lies in choosing to move
forward despite adversity.
She urged students not to be
discouraged by failures or
comparisons, but instead to
focus on personal growth
and self-improvement.

The Spotlight Session
concluded with an engag-
ing interaction, where
students listened atten-

‘ [ : Addressing stu-
tively to practical advice dents preparing
on balancing ambition for competitive
with well-being, building examinations,
confidence and staying au- Anand Kumar
thentic in an increasingly stressed that suc-

competitive world. cess is never ac-

cidental. It is built on discipline,
consistency and an unwavering
commitment to one’s goals.

He urged students to remain fo-
cused, make the best use of every
opportunity and avoid distrac-
tons. Hard work, he said, will al-
ways outperform shorteuts, while
genuine curiosity and continuous
learning remain the strongest
foundations for lasting success.

Failure Is a Teacher,
Not a Defeat
One of the most powerful messag-

es from the session centred on em-
bracing failure. Anand Kumar en-

The founder of Super 30 captivated students with
a deeply personal session on resilience, determination and
the transformative power of education.

couraged students to stop fearing
setbacks and instead view them as
opportunities to grow.

Every unsuccessful attempt, he
explained, teaches lessons that
success often cannot. Resilience,
adaptability and the courage to
rise after every fall are qualities
that define true achievers, regard-
less of their profession.

Education as a Force
for Change

Beyond examinations and ca-
reers, Anand Kumar emphasised
that education has the power to
transform families, communities
and society itself. He encouraged
students to pursue knowledge not
merely to secure employment, but
to become responsible citizens ca-
pable of creating positive change.

The session concluded with an
engaging interaction where stu-
dents and parents sought ad-
vice on exam preparation, time
management, stress manage-
ment and maintaining motiva-
tion. Anand Kumar responded
with practical insights drawn
from years of mentoring aspiring
students, reinforcing that confi-
dence comes from preparation
and perseverance.
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IT Connect Initiative

The Asian School of Economics panel discussion “Creating 300 Entrepreneurs from
the City of Joy,” including Angshuman Bhattacharya, Partner, ASE Venture Garage;
Saikat Biswas, Director, ASE; Ravi Ranjan, Partner, ASE Venture Garage and
Curator of Shark Tank India, Shantanu Som, Partner, ASE Venture Garage and

Abhijit Roy, Director - Communications, ASE.

The Future of Learning
Takes Centre Stage

From the promise of Artificial Intelligence to Bengal’s ambition
of becoming a national benchmark in higher education, two
thought-provoking panel discussions at Education Symposium
2026 brought together distinguished educators, industry leaders
and policymakers to chart the future of learning.

Education Symposium
2026 served as a plat-
form for meaningful
dialogue as two engag- ly
ing panel discussions

explored the changing
landscape of educa-
tion in an increasing-
technology-driven
world. Moderated by

sessions
students,

eminent counsellor Dr
Jonaki Mukherjee, the
encouraged

educators
and parents to think

17

EDUCONNECT I

Creating 300 Entrepreneurs from the City of Joy

The Asian School of Eco-
nomics curated panel dis-
cussion, “Creating 300 En-
trepreneurs from the City
of Joy,” emerged as one of
the most engaging sessions
of Education Symposium
2026, inspiring students to
rethink conventional ca-
reer choices and embrace
entrepreneurship as a
powerful driver of innova-
tion, economic growth and
spcial impact.

beyond conventional
classrooms and em-
brace innovation, col-
laboration and lifelong
learning.

AI and the Human Touch

Madhumita Guha Majumdar, Pro-Vice Chancellor, Sister Nivedita Universify, Sa_rl;lb Kumar Das, CEQ, Bandhan School
of Business; Commodore (Dr) Pramod R Kulkarni, Pro Vice-Chancellor, REVA University, Bengalurw; Dr Satyajit Bose,
President, Dr B. C. Roy Engineering College Society and Chairman, The Mission Hospital, Durgapur; Dr Amitabha
Chanda, Director and Head of Neurosurgery, CMRI Hospitals; and Dr Jonaki Mukherjee, Counsellor; discussing “The
Future of Learning: Can Al Complement Holistic Education?”

The first panel, “The Future of
Learning: Can Al Complement Holis-
tic Education?”, examined one of the
most relevant questions facing edu-
cators today - how artificial intelli-
gence can transform learning while
preserving the values that make ed-
ucation truly meaningful.

Opening the discussion, Dr Ami-
tabha Chanda, Director and Head
of Neurosurgery, CMRI Hospitals,
reminded the audience that while
technology is transforming edu-
cation at an unprecedented pace,
“technology can accelerate learn-

ing, but compassion will always
remain the greatest teacher.” Echo-
ing this sentiment, Dr Satyajit Bose,
President, Dr B. C. Roy Engineering
College Society and Chairman, The
Mission Hospital, Durgapur stressed
that Al should be viewed as a part-
ner rather than a substitute, observ-
ing that “Al should enhance educa-
tion, not replace the human values
that shape future leaders.”

Highlighting the importance of bal-
anced learning, Madhumita Guha
Majumdar, Pro-Vice Chancellor,
Sister Nivedita University remarked

that, “the classroom of tomorrow
must blend digital intelligence with
emotional intelligence,” while Com-
modore (Dr) Pramod R Kulkarni,
Pro Vice-Chancellor, REVA Univer-
sity, emphasised that “innovation
succeeds only when it is guided by
ethics and purpose.” Concluding the
discussion, Sanjib Kumar Das, CEO,
Bandhan School of Business, noted
that the professionals of tomorrow
will be those who combine techno-
logical proficiency with adaptability,
adding that “future-ready graduates
will be those who combine techno-
logical skills with lifelong learning.”

Drawing from their rich
experience across technol-
ogy, venture capital, com-
munications and start-up
ecosystems, the panellists
shared practical insights
into identifying opportu-
nities, building resilient
businesses, securing men-
torship and accessing seed
funding. They emphasised
that entrepreneurship is
not merely about launch-
ing a company, but about

solving real-world prob-
lems through innovation,
perseverance and calcu-
lated risk-taking.

Experts discussed how
schools can foster inno-
vation, creativity, prob-
lem-solving and leader-
ship through experiential
learning, industry men-
torship and start-up ex-
posure. The initiative en-
visions empowering the

next generation of job
creators by equipping stu-
dents with the confidence,
skills and ecosystem need-
ed to transform ideas into
successful enterprises,
positioning Kolkata as a
thriving hub for future en-
trepreneurs.

A key highlight of the ses-
sion was the introduction

of ASE Venture Garage’s
ambitious vision of cre-

ating 300 entrepreneurs
from Kolkata by nurturing
30 student-led, seed-fund-
ed start-ups every year.
The initiative aims to build
a vibrant entrepreneurial
ecosystem by equipping
young innovators with
the resources, guidance
and industry connections
needed to transform ideas
into successful enterpris-
es.

Benchmarklng Bengal for the Future

Bidyut Mr:uumdar Deputy Director - Business Development, JIS Group; Dr Subornﬂ Bose, Founder & Chief Mentor,
Indismart Group and ITHM; Prof. Tapas Chakraborty, Vice-Chancellor, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad University of
Technology (MAKAUT); Prof. (Dr) Satyajit Chakrabarti, Vice-Chancellor, University of Engineering & Management,
Kolkata and Director, Institute of Engineering & Management; Prof. (Dr) Ankita Chakravarty Bhattacharya, Sr Vice
President, Adamas University; and Dr Jonaki Mukherjee, Counsellor; at the panel discussion “Benchmarking Bengal:

What Will It Take to Build the Next Generation of Learning?”

The second discussion,
“Benchmarking  Bengal:
What Will It Take to Build
the Next Generation of
Learning?’, focused on
strengthening Bengal's
education ecosystem and
preparing institutions to
compete on a global stage.
Reflecting on Bengal's rich
academic heritage, Prof.
(Dr) Ankita Chakravarty
Bhattacharya, Senior Vice
President, Adamas Univer-
sity, observed that “Ben-
gal's greatest strength lies
in its legacy of learning; its
future depends on contin-
uous innovation.” Looking
ahead, Prof. (Dr) Satyajit
Chakrabarti, Vice-Chan-
cellor, University of Engi-
neering & Management,
Kolkata, said universities
must evolve with chang-
ing times, noting that “they
must prepare students not
just for jobs, but for indus-
tries that are yet to be cre-
ated.”

Speaking on global compet-
itiveness, Dr Suborno Bose,
Founder & Chief Mentor,

Indismart Group and I[THM, ‘ ‘

highlighted that *“global
exposure and industry in-
tegration are no longer op-
tional - they are essential,”
while Bidyut Majumdar,
Deputy Director - Business
Development, JIS Group,
underlined the importance
of collaboration, saying
“academia and industry
together form the bridge
to employability.” Sum-
ming up the discussion,
Prof. Tapas Chakraborty,
Vice-Chancellor, MAKAUT,
remarked that “research,
technology and interdisci-
plinary education will de-
fine Bengal's next chapter
of academic excellence.”

Together, the two panel
discussions reinforced the
central message of Educa-
tion Symposium 2026 - that
the future of education
lies in embracing innova-
tion without losing sight of
humanity, while building
institutions that inspire
minds, nurture talent and
prepare learners for a rap-
idly changing world.

Education forms the bedrock of
our conscience. Students should
have faith in their abilities and
fly high!
-Swami Shantatmananda,
Secretary Ramakrishna mission,

Gurgaon

Education today
ger about preparing students
for a single career. It is about
equipping them with the ability
to adapt, innovate and continue
learning throughout life. In a
world where technology, indus-
tries and careers are evolving at
an unprecedented pace, students
must develop resilience, critical

is no lon-

thinking, creativity and a life-
long curiosity to remain relevant. Our responsibility is
not merely to impart knowledge, but to nurture confi-
dent, compassionate and future-ready individuals who
can lead change, solve complex challenges and make
meaningful contributions to society.

- Dr Jonaki Mukherijee,

Counsellor and motivational speaker
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Recognising

Institutional Excellence

Dr Suborno Bose

Founder & Chief Mentor, International
Institute of Hotel Management

Payel Samanta, Academic Director and
Lalit Mohan Das, Managing Director,

TEM Management College

Biswanath Bera
Secretary and team, Vidyasagar Primary
Teachers’ Training Institute

Prof. Dr Madhumita Guha Majmder
Pro-Vice Chancellor (Academics), SNU

Guumm Ta!ukdar
Secretary, Bidhan Shishu Udyan

Sanjib Kumar Das
CEO, Bandhan School of Business

Prof. Dr Subrata Kumar Dey
Vice Chancellor,
Swami Vivekananda University

Dr Amrita Saha
Registrar, Amity University, Kolkata

Prof. Dr. Satyajit Chakrabarti
Vice Chancellor, University of Engineering &
Management, Kolkata & Director [EM-UEM Group

Ranadeep Das & Manas Mandal
Directors, Asian School of Economics,
Kolkata

Dr Shubrnm Das, Principal, Narula Institute
of Technology and Bidyut Majumdar, Deputy
Director - Business Development, JIS Group

Dr Satyajit Bose, President and
Tarun Bhattarcharya, General Secretary,
Dr. B.C. Roy Engineering College, Durgapur

Sudipta Ghosh Sur
Principal, Kingston Polytechnic College,
Kingston Educational Institute
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Dr Kamal Goyal

Outreach Manager North Zone,
PCET’s Pimpri Chinchwad University

l. /. . l‘l ) i i
Prof. Dr Ankita Chakravarty Bhattacharya
Senior Vice President,

Adamas University

W \J

Dr Suparna Dhar
Dean, School of Advanced Computing, Head
Digital, Bhawanipur Global Campus, Kolkata

Subhranshu Roy

Chatrman, [NMS Educational Hub

Commodore 1’ Dr) Pramod R Kulkarni
Pro-Vice Chancellor,
REVA University, Pengaluru
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Bronze balm on Jhandu’s

battle against adversity

Glasgow: Indla’s Jhandn
Kumar overcame a childhood
marked by polio, poverty and
vears of odd jobs to fetch the
men’s heavywelght para pow-
erlifiing bronze at the Com-
monwealth Games on Friday,
deltvering the country’'s first
medal of the competition.

The 28-year-old amassed
130.9 points to finlsh on the po-
dium after successfully lifting
181kg and 190kg. He failed his
final attempt of 196kg.

The other Indian in the
fray, Sudhir (114.1), finished
sixth.

COMMONWEALTH
GAMES

Nigeria's Idris Riluwan
scored 132.8 points to win the
gold while Matthew Hard-
ing (131) took home the silver
medal.

Kumar’'s triumph capped a
remarkable rise from Harnaut
village in Bihar's Nalanda dis-
trict, where he helped his par-
ents sell vegetables to support
the family after contracting
polio at the age of five,

With little financial back-
ing, Kumar initially took
up welght training between
2010 and 2012 simply to build
strength before trying shot
put and javelin. He eventually
found his calling in para pow-
erlifiing.

The biggest hurdle, howev-
er, came ouiside the gym.

Unable to afford the nu-
trition required for elite com-

India’s Jhandu Kumar bites the bronze medal during
the medal ceremony for the men's heavyweight para
powerlifting event in Glasgow. (PTI)

petition, Kumar ran a small
vegetable business, travelling
nearly 20 kKlometres to local
markets despite not owning a
wheelchalr.

He later borrowed money
from friends to buy an e-rick-
shaw to earn a livelihood, but
those plans werse disrupted by
the pandemic.

His perseverance eventual-
1v paid off as he climbed onto
the Commonwealth Games
podium, giving India an early
boost in the para sports pro-
gramme,

“I cannot express my hap-
piness,” sald Kumar,

“It 1s very important for
India, the first medal. When I

seemy flag, I feel very happy.”

Earlier in the day, Ashok
Mallk narrowly missed out
on a medal in the men's light-
welght competition, finishing
fourth with 143.8 points.

England’s Mark Swan won
gold with 153.9 points, edging
Nigeria’s Roland Ezuruike,
who matched that score but
sottled for silver, while Ma-
laysia’s Bonnie Bunyvan Gus-
tin claimed bronze with 153.5
points.

Siwach stretched

In boxing, Sachin Stwach, sur-
vived a stern challenge from
familiar foe Keoma Al-Ah-
madich of Canada to enter the

pre-guarterfinals.

The Bhiwani boxer re-
lied on his experience against
Al-Ahmadieh, whom he had
beaten at the Boxam tourna-
ment in Spain earlier this vear
and at the World Cup in Ea-
Zakhstan last vear, to script a
hard-fought 4-1 split decision
victory at the SEC Centre.

The 26-vear-old will next
face England’s Willlam Hewitt
in the rovmd of 16.

Duo shine

The Indian duo of Rupa Rani
Tirkey and Pinki Singh con-
tinued their dominant run
in lawn bowls competition,
prevailing over Tonga 2-0 in
tie-breaker of women's pairs
sectional play (Sectlon B) to
stay on course for a berth in
the semi-finals.

Rupa and Pinki won the
firstset5-2 against Parls Baker
and Milika Nathan.

With inputs from PTI

Tainted by
doping,
lifters seek
solace

Glasgow: Olyvmpic silver
medallist Mirabal Chanu will
spearhead India’s campalgn
at the Commonwealth Games
as the lifters seek to overcome
a doping-hit budld-up and ex-
tend their dominant record at
the quadrennial event.

India's medal prospects
suffered a setback before
the competition when their
welghtlifting contingent was
cut from 16 to 11 after multl-
ple doping violations. The lat-
est casualty was Dilbag Singh
(96kg), who was withdrawn
parlier this week, further de-
pleting the squad.

Despite the disruptions,
India remain a dominant force
in Commonwealth weight-
lifting, benefiting from the
absence of traditional glants
China and North Korea.

Indian lifters finished
as the best-performing na-
tion in the sport at the 1990,
2002, 2018 and 2022 Common-

India's Sachin Siwach (in blue) punches Canada’s Keoma
Al-Ahmadieh during a men's 60kg round-of-32 match on
Saturday. (PTI)

Mirabai Chanu (centre) and other Indian athletes during
the opening ceremony of the Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth
Games at OVO Hydro last week. (PTD)

wealth Games and are the sec-
ond-most successful country
overall with 133 medals, in-
cluding 46 gold, behind Aus-
tralia.

The team topped the
welghtlifting medal table at
the 2022 Birmingham Games
with 10 medals, including
three gold and three silver,
and another strong showing is
expectad in Glasgow.

While all 11 Indian lift-
ers are considered capable
of reaching the podium, only
a handful are reallstic gold
medal contenders.

Chief among them is Mira-
bail, who 1s expected to retain
her Commonwealth crown
without any difficulty.

The former world champi-
on and Olympic silver medal-
list owmns a personal best total
of 205kg (89kg snatch and
116kg clean and jerk), comfort-
ably ahead of the rest of the
field in the women's 48Kg cat-
=

With the Aslan Games less
than two months away, how-
ever, Mirabai said she would
avold unnecessary risks in
Glasgow.

“Our main alm is the Asian
Games, so my performance
here will depend on keeping
that in mind. I womn't be push-
ing hard here and taking any
risks,” Mirabai said.

PTI

TODAY'S ACTION

BOXING
® Round of 168: Women's 54k0:
Preeti ve Deborah Mianje
(Malawi, 10.45pm IST); Men's
55kg: Sumama Rehman
(Pak) vs Jadumani Singh
(11.45pm); Men's 65kg: Aditya
Pratap Singh va Muhu Batte
(Uganda), 12.45am (Monday).
LAWN BOWLS

&Women's Pairs: India vs
MNamibia (1pm IST); England
vs India (10.05pm)
# Swimming
®Men's 4x200m freestyle
heats (4.32); If India qualify
then final 1:568am (Monday)
omwards.

WEIGHTUFTING
e Men's s0kg: Rishikana
Singh (2.15pm); Wom-
en's 48kg: Mirabai Chanu
(6.45pm); Men's 65kg: Raja
Muthupandi (11:15pm)
Live on Sony Sports Metwork
& Sony LIV

Chief coach
bullish on
Neeraj

Glasgow: India's javelin ace
Meera] Chopra 1s in “perfact
physical shape” ahead of the
Commonwealth Games, chief
athletics coach Radhakr-
ishnan Nair sald on Friday,
expressing confidence that the
country will better its medal
haul from the 2022 edition.

Meeraj, who won gold in
the 2018 Games in Gold Coast
In Australia with a throw of
85.47m, missed the 2022 edition
due to an injurv.

He sustained a lower back
Injury just before the World
Champlonships in Septem-
ber 2025 and he has competed
in just one event this season
in the Doha DMamond League
where he finished fourth with
a throw of 85.69m In June.

“Nearaj 1s In perfect shape
physically. [ have not seen him
50 good In a long time. He 1=
very confident and we can ex-
pect a very good performance
from him,” Nair said.

“I need not tell you the col-
our of the medal but hels very
confident of doing his best.”

Meeraj reached Glasgow
on Friday. FTI

Neeraj Chopra (right) and
Indian Olympic Association
president PT Usha in
Glasgow on Saturday. (PTI)

‘Magic’ for
feature

STAR RACER
Bengaluru: Trainer Kis-
han Thomas' Mayne Magic
{Antony Raj-up) may lift the
1,600m Karnataka Mile Cham-
plonship Cup, here on Sunday.

SELECTIONS
2pm: Act Of Kindness 1. Sindoor 2.
Spark Of Life 3; 2.30pm: Thessalian
1. Joondalup 2. Valiant Stream
3; 3pm: Aristocratic Queen 1. Atman
2. Zakharova 3; 3.30pm: Slege
Storm 1. Sassy Sarah 2. Glorious
Sirides 3; 4pm: Mayne Magic 1.
Alfonsing 2. Shamrock 3; 4.30pm:
JohnWick 1. Power Of Beauty 2.
Rodney 3; 5pm: Pole Star 1. Eagle
Eye 2. Perfect Atitude 3.

SATURDAY RESULTS

(With RCTC dividends)

15t race: Blue Saint (Vivek) 1, Magna
Cana 2, Bruce Almighty 2. WinT110;
{P) 23,10, 17; 2nd ace: Character
(Rafique) 1, Rocking Star 2, Anna-
belle 3. Win T 42: (P} 17, 13, 14: 3rd
race: Bom To Rise (Sumj) 1, Garzian
2, Bellucci 3. WinT21; (P12, 17, 83;
4th race: Agera (Rozaria) 1, Hushed
2 Fayana 3. Win T59; (F) 26, 14,19,
5th race: Dream Seller (Trevar) 1,
Rigko2, Czar3.Win T 14: (P) 13, 11;
Gth race: Bezawada Baasha (K. Sai)
1, Feeling Good 2, Chotiparl 3. Win T
318; (P67, 27, 10; Tth race: Freder
ka (Akshay) 1, Imperador 2, Shutterfhy
3. WinT2z; (P)11,19,13.

Withdrawals
a worry

Montreal: The Canadian
Open expressed disappoint-
ment over the withdrawals
of Jannik Simmer and Novak
Djokovic from next week's
tournament in Montreal, say-
ing the recurring absence of
top players from ATP 1000
events had become a broader
issue for the sport.

Sinner withdrew on Friday
to prioritise his health near-
Iy two weeks after retaining
his Wimbledon title, while 24-
time grand slam winner Djok-
ovic continued to manage his
workload. leaving the US Open
tune-up short of star power.

With Carlos Alcaraz still
nursing a wristinjury, the Au-
gust 1-13 tournament will be
without three of the sport’s
tOp nAames.

*We are very disappointed
that Jannik and Novak won't
be joining us in Montreal this
vear, especially after they also
withdrew from last year's
tournament in Toronto,” sald
tournament director, Valerie
Tetreault. Reuters

Norris on pole for first
time this season

Budapest: McLaren's Formu-
1a One world champion Lando
MNorris denied Ferrart's Lowis
Hamilton a first pole posi-
tion since 2023 with a last-lap
blast in Hungarian Grand Prix
qualifying on Saturday.

This was Norris® first pole
this season.

It was the first time this
season, at the 11th round,
that leaders Mercedes had
not secured pole position for a
Grand Prix.

Hamilton joined Norris
on the provisional front row,
subject to a stewards’ enguiry,
after the seven-time world
champion missed out by a
mere (0.012 of a second on what
wollld have been his first pole
since Hungary three years
ago. “Very happy to be back
on top,” saild Norris, last vear's
winner in Hungary who now
has a strong chance of repeat-
ing the feat at a circuit where
overtaling can be tricky.

“It's been tight the whole
weekend it we seemed quick
from the first laps we did and
we brought a few upgrades.

“T'm in the best position for
the start. But these guys (Fer-
rarl) get good starts and have

Lando Norris (centre) after qua.hﬁﬂng in pole position for
the Hungarian GP, with second placed Lewis Hamilton (left)
and third placed Charles Leclerc in Budapest on Saturday,
(Reuters)

been fast all season.”

Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc
qualified in third place with
Mercedes's Formula One lead-
er Kimi Antonelll, winner of
Six of 10 rounds and 45 points
clear of closest rival Hamilton,
completing Sunday's second
TOW.

Hamilton, chasing a re-
cord-stretching 10th pole in
Hungary, was fastest after the
first runs but the pole got away
atthe end and he also faced an
Investigation for possible im-
peding.

“IIy mind is just elsewhere
this second because once I fin-
1shed my lap I don't know if

I got in the way of someone.
S0 I'm tryving to just run that
through my mind becanse I
wasn't aware anyone was com-
ing,” he said.

McLaren's Oscar Plastri
qualified fifth, alongside Red
Bull's four-time world cham-
pilon Max Verstappen, with the
Ansiralian possibly blocked
by Hamilton.

“It was just Lewis not
looking in his mirrors,” Plas-
trisaid. Reuters

HUNGARIAN GP

@ From 6.30 pm IST, Sunday.
Live on FanCode, F1 TV

Coach hopes to break the jinx

New Delhi: Fullv aware of
the legacy heis chasing, India
men's hockey team chief
coach Craig Fulton is deter-
mined to break the 51-vear-
old medal jinx at the World
Cup, and said the Harman-
preet Singh-led is eveing to
“write its own piece of his-
tory™ in the upcoming show-
piece.

HOCKEY WORLD CUP

Fulton, who guided India
to their second consecutive
bronze medal at the Paris
Olympics, knows that consist-
ency will be key if India areto
win a drought ending medal
at the upcoming World Cup
in The Netherlands and Bel-
gium from August 15 to 20.

Eight-time Olympic gold
medallist, India boast of only
threae World Cup medals, the

TT-T W
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Craig Fulton

last of which, a gold, came
way back in the 1975 edition
in Kuala Lumpur under Ajit
Pal Singh's captaincy.

“We are excited about the
opportunity, Touwrnament
hockev is about plaving your
best hockey when it counts...
We have shown in Paris that
we can put in an experienced
squad with some vouth. We
have a good chance and we
can beat any team on our day.

“Tam fully aware of the

legacy of Indian hockey and
also the fact 1t hasn't gone re-
ally well in the World Cup, we
would love to change that...”

Placed in Pool D along
side Wales, England and
archrivals Pakistan, Fulton
emphasized on the neead to
start well in the tournament.

“We have a tough group
and we need to do good job
agalnst Wales in game 1 and
really focus on bullding mo-
menium and iry to get to the
end of the tournament where
vou play your best hockey.”

Currently ranked slghtin
the world, Fulton has already
set his realistic goals friom
the World Cup and the Azlan
Games that follows within
three weeks’ time.

The Astan Games holds
greater slgnificance for India
as It1s a qualifyving event for
the 2028 Olvmpics. PTI

N TT Connect Initiative

IndiSetu 2026 Bridges Artificial Intelligence,
Healthcare and Human Purpose

Experts, policymakers and healthcare leaders deliberate on building ethical,
patient-centric Al for India’s healthcare future

selu 2026
I_thcare Summit

"From zero to Al India's

innovation  journey has

only just begun and I believe

our country will lead the

world in Al and gquantum
computing.”

- Dr. Sharadwat

Mukherjee,

Health Minister

of West Bengal

rtificial Intelligence is
apidly transforming

healthcare across the
world, but its true
value lies not merely
in technological
sophistication but in its
ability to improve patient
outcomes and strengthen
healthcare systems. This
central message resonated
throughout IndiSetu 2026,
held at Taj Taal Kutir,
Kolkata, where clinicians,
scientists, technologists,
policymakers, educators,
institutional leaders and
students came together
to explore how Al can
reshape healthcare while
remaining firmly anchored
in human values.

A Vision for India’s
Technological Future

The session gained added
significance with the
presence of Dr Sharadwat
Mukherjee, Hon'ble
Minister-in-Charge,
Department of Health
and Family Welfare,
Government of West
Bengal. Emphasising
India’s rich scientific
heritage, he called
for greater readiness
to harness emerging
technologies for public
good.

Echoing this vision,
Dr Amit Ghose, Founder
Director of IndiSetu and
Consultant Urologist at

Apollo Multispeciality
Hospital, Kolkata,
highlighted that the
success of Al would
ultimately be measured by
its ability to assist doctors
in making better clinical
decisions, enable timely
patient care and build trust
within healthcare systems.

Bringing Diverse
Perspectives Together
The summit commenced
with a thought-provoking
keynote by Fr Felix Raj,
Founder Vice-Chancellor

for an Al-driven future.
Dr Madhu Sashidhar,
President and CEO of
Apollo Hospitals Division,
outlined strategies

for building scalable
healthcare systems, while
Mr Abhijit Majumder, CEO
of Apollo Medical Centre,
Kolkata, highlighted the
importance of smarter
and more patient-centric
healthcare ecosystems.

Keeping Ethics

at the Centre
Recognising that

IndiSctin 2026

From left - Dr. Amit Ghose, Felix Raj, Dr. Madhu Sashidhar

of St. Xavier’s University,
Kolkata, who spoke on
the theme of Divine
Intelligence. He urged
educators to prepare
future generations not
merely to use artificial
intelligence but to develop
it responsibly with ethical
awareness and human
purpose at its core.
Several distinguished
experts enriched the
scientific discourse.
Prof. Sanghamitra
Bandyopadhyay,
former Director of
the Indian Statistical
Institute, discussed the
critical role of robust
data infrastructure in
developing reliable
healthcare Al systems.
Dr Deepika Mishra of
AIIMS New Delhi explored
how medical education
must evolve to prepare
healthcare professionals

technological
advancement must be
accompanied by ethical
safeguards, IndiSetu
devoted significant
attention to responsible Al.
Prof. Suman Chakraborty,
Director of IIT Kharagpur,
reflected on balancing
technological capability
with human values in

Doct

healthcare. A fireside
discussion featuring Dr
Arghya Sengupta, Founder
and Research Director

of Vidhi Centre for Legal
Policy, examined issues of
fairness, accountability
and institutional
responsibility as Al
assumes a greater role

in medical decision-
making. The session on
Operationalising Ethics

in Al for Healthcare,
moderated by Dr
Rajeshwari Singh of

the World Health
Organization, focused on
translating principles such
as transparency, patient
safety and bias mitigation
into everyday clinical
practice.

Towards a Global
Healthcare Dialogue

The summit concluded
with the leadership
dialogue, Feeling the
Future, featuring Dr
Sharadwat Mukherjee,
Dr Amit Ghose, Prof.
Prokar Dasgupta OBE,
Mr Roopendra Narayan
Roy, and Fr. Felix Raj,
who reflected on the
opportunities and
responsibilities associated
with integrating Al into
healthcare.

Building on the success
of the Kolkata edition,
IndiSetu will next convene
in London in September
2026, extending its mission
of connecting Indian
innovation with global
expertise.

From top left - Dr. Rajeshwari Singh, Prof. Sanghamitra
Bandyopadhyay, Prof. Suman Chakraborty, Dr. Mona Duggal
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OmbDayal Group Unveils State-of-the-Art
Astronomy Lab at DPS Ruby Park

A pioneering initiative aligned with the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047

‘ RUBY PARK, KOLKJ

DELHI PUBLIC SCHOOL
RUBY PARK, KOLKATA

Shri Sagar Agarwal, The ﬁuu:rm.u.:Aatmnumy Lab - where young  ShriAs. szn Kumar fe!tclmred by

Secretary, DPS Ruby Park minds explore the universe the school management

CELHI PUBLIC SCHOX
HJE'FP'.HEF-

AETRDND M‘r
. LHUN GHPn D

Shri SS Agarwal, Shri Sanjiv Agarwal and Shri Sagar Agarwal ' Rocket launch
welcome Shri A.S. Kiran Kumar to DPS Ruby Park

Park, Kolkata, marked a W =T
significant milestone in its pursuit e
inauguration of its state-of-the- : RUBY PARK, KOLKATA 3
art Astronomy Laboratory on P
scientific curiosity and nurture
future innovators, the laboratory
of Viksit Bharat 2047 and aims
to eqguip students with critical
hands-on exposure to astronomy,
astrophysics and space science

elhi Public School Ruby
of academic innovation with the I DELHI puguc SCHOOL @
20 July 2026. Conceived to ignite
is aligned with the national vision
thinking, technological skills and
from an early age.

A Stellar Beginning

The inauguration ceremony
began on an inspiring note with
a symbolic rocket launch by the
students of DPS Ruby Park. This
was followed by the unveiling
of the Astronomy Laboratory on
the seventh floor of the school,
marking the beginning of a new
chapter in experiential science
education.

Welcoming the distinguished
guests, Principal Joyoti Chaudhuri
highlighted the school’s vision of
fostering scientific temperament
among students. She emphasised
that the Astronomy Lab would
provide learners with practical
opporturiities to explore celestial
phenomena and develop a deeper
understanding of space science Guest of Honour, Mr. Prann Sharma, Director Shri A.5. Kiran Kumar interacts with students at
through observation andresearch.  General, BRICS Chamber of Commerce & Industry the DPS Ruby Park Astronomy Lab

OmDayal Group

Honouring Distinguished
Guests

A special felicitation ceremony
was held to honour Shri
A. S8 Kiran Kumar for his
extraordinary contributions
to India’s space programme,
particularly his leadership in
developing scientific instruments
for landmark missions such as
Chandrayaan-1 and the Mars
Orbiter Mission (Mangalyaan).
The school also felicitated the
Guest of Honour, Mr Prann
Sharma, Director General of the
BRICS Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, recognising his
contributions across industry
and commerce,

Students added a creative
dimension to the event with
a captivating dance recital
themed around the mysteries
of the universe, reflecting their
fascination with space and
celestial exploration.

Building Future-Ready
Learners

Addressing the gathering,
Shri Sagar Agarwal, Secretary,
OmDayal Education and
Research Society, underscored
the transformative role the
Astronomy Lab would play in
enriching science education.
Equipped with modern telescopes
and advanced projection systems,
the facility will enable students
to conduct live sky observations,
undertake research-based
projects and develop analytical,
critical thinking and problem-
solving skills essential for future
careers in science and technology.
The  highlight of the
programme was an inspiring
address by Shri A. S Kiran
Kumar, who shared fascinating
insights into India’s remarkable
journey in space exploration.
Encouraging students to dream
fearlessly and embrace scientific
inquiry, he spoke ahout the
limitless possibilities that lie
ahead for India’s next generation
of innovators. An interactive
podcast moderated by students
followed, offering a rare
opportunity for young learners
to engage directly with one of
India’s foremost space scientists
and gain valuable perspectives
on the future of space research.
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he loss of my full-time career
and a settled life in Singapore
wolld have been justified if
my parents had welcomed me
with open arms and showered
me with their affection, like they
did when I was a little gitl. Their
love didn't come attached with the
stringsof give and take then.

When a relationship became
transactional, especially between
parents and adult children, there
was apervading sense of 1oss. In my
case the first to fall were the
beautiful memaories of my
childhood.

Circumstances were also
responsible for the change [ was
witnessing. My parents wouldn't
have become so obsessed with
financial security if my father
could have held on to his retivement
money. He used it in 1ts entirety to
settle the hospital bills when my
uncle remained strapped to the
ventilator for 20 days. Miraculonusly,
my uncle survived. Now he called
my father often from his plush new
home in Behrampore that his son,
an IT professional, has acquired
recently. He talked about
everything under the sun but never
brought up the topic of how his
elder brother was surviving after
spending all his retirement money
for his treatment.

As adutiful daughter it became
my sole mission to give my parenis
the financial security they lost
trying to save my uncle. I was
quickly hushed upif I told them
that it was my cousin's duty too to
refurn the money. Well, devoted
daughters were not supposed to ask
uncomfortahle questions.

When I went to Singapore, from
basic financlal security it quickly
degenerated to providing for a
boastful social media Bfestyle —
swish apariment, forelgn trips,
house parties, new car with a driver
and enough fuel to keep the
conversation running at the clab. I
never knew my middle-class
parents had so much aspiration
lving latent in their hearts. I must
say Mark Zuckerberg really did his
homework well.

Most of their friends had their
adult children settled abroad or in
other states of India earning fat pay
packs, providing them with
1Phones, fancy apartment interiors
or tickets for their bucket list. They
heartily flaunted these at the club
addas or on social media. Suddenly,
my parents were unable to
contribute to those conversations.
Their danghter didn’t have the NRI
status any more nor a lofty full-time
position. She was tinkering with the
computer at home and when their

friends asked, they couldn’t say
clearly what she was up to.

T'wanted to keep it this way.
Recently, in a remote capacitv I had
landed a plum assignment with an
old client in Singapore. I didn't give
the good news to my parents. [ had
managed to bring down their
lifestyle within myv affordable
limits. I didn't want it to zo haywire
again.

I sometimes fielt overwhelmed
by this dichotomy. Most married
Indian women had to keep suffering
in abusive marriages because they
lacked financial independence and
thelr parents didn't want them
back. Ironically, it was my financial
independence that became a
hindrance to my return to Calcutta.
Sigh!

All these thoughts sometimes
dissipated when my mother placed
a slice of her special apple cake
next tomy laptop and gave me that
old smile of my childhood years.
The smile I so hungered for. The
taste of the cinnamon-infused
apples melting in my mouth wounld
convince me that with a bit more
effort, my half-baked home held the
promise of becoming perfoctiy
golden brown on the outside and
Inscious inside.

That promise was shattered
when Anish came back. A chapter
we had all closed long back was
reopened. AsT Kept searching for
the missing pages of my life, my
parents’ insecurity heightened. I
didn't know they feared I would

hold his hand and walk away,
leaving them in the lurch. Gosh!

The thought of my marriage
filled them with an umknown dread.
They didn't want me married,
neither did they want me occupying
the adjacentroom, chatting with
them over coffee at the breakfast
table and sharing the couch with
them while watching movies on TV.
My being there with them and not
having my job in Singapore any
maore meant an end to the lnsmuries
they had got used to. It took me a
long time to reconcile with this
harsh reality. No child, especially
someone ke me, who had known
parental love and affection, could
accept thiseasily.

Earlier it wasn't ke this. I must
admit at 24, when Anish evaporated
into thin air and I crumpled like a
sheat of paper, my mother was the
rock I leanad omn.

She wiped my tears, cooked me
my soul food and pulled me out of
the abyss. I didn't know then she
had already sent feelers to our
relatives settled abroad to look for a
sultable match for me, When she
told me that she was meeting an old

XXCE
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friend setfled in the US and she was
bringing her son along, I went along
with her, my inmocent mind not
suspecting anything. Then when
the coffee meet was followed by
another meet in the club and then
again a plan to watch a play at GD
Birla Sabhagar where it was
obvious she had deliberately
bought tickets for me and the
coentleman four rows away from
them, I confronted her.

She admitted that this was an
ongoing matchmaking process and
marriage and settling abroad were
the only solutions to my problerm.
She insisted this would be my
pAassport to a better lifo in a better
COUmtry.

“They have a two-storey house
ina suburb in the US. Two cars, two
dogs, and his parents ran two
successful businesses — a grocery
store and a motel. What else do you
want?” she asked me.

“There is no cultural similarity
with him. Hels American, with
Bengall-Gujarati roots, can't speak
aline of Bangla or Gujarati, is
parancid of the dust, traffic and
water of Calcutta. I do not seea
future with him,” I said.

“Yosg, the person vou had seen
your futtnre with was so culturally
refined, and was so brave and
upright that he ran away from vow.”

As the tears streamed down my
cheelks, I made a resolution; T would
go abroad on my own.

1 think when I flew off the hook
that day, pulling violently at my

ANISH REALLY HAD NO CLUE HOW MUCH | HAD ANALYSED HIM IN ALL THESE YEARS AND
THE CONCLUSIONS | HAD ARRIVED AT. THAT WAS WHY WHEN HE ASKED ME TO LEND HIM
MONEY TO SETTLE HIS ALIMONY, | KEPT HIM HANGING. IF HE WAS PLAYING A GAME WITH
ME, | COULD BE BETTER AT IT. HE EVEN SAID IF | COULD ASK CHHOTO MASHI TO HELP T0O
SINCE SHE HAD A STEADY FLOW OF PENSION MONEY. IF SHAMELESSNESS HAD A FACE....
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The taste of the cinnamon-infused
apples melting in my mouth would
corvince me that with a bit more
effort, my half-baked home held the

promise of becoming perfectly golden
brown on the outside and luscious

inside

mother’s hair, it was a reaction to
years of accumulated hmiliation,
taunts and toxdcity, something I had
finally come to recognise. A bitlate
in the day, but I conld now
understand the fangs came ont
when things didn’t go according to
their wishes.

After] settled In Singapore, my
maother’'s attitude to marriage made
a complete U-turn. She kept asking
me whether I was dating or wanted
to get married, and every time I told
herIhad no such plans. Even if she
was on the phone, without seeing
her face, I could sense the relief in
her volce,

I didn’t tell her the truth. Thad
been on a fow dates. None worked
out because I could point ont the
red flags easily now, thanks to
Amnish. My love for him had blinded
me 50 much that I couldn't
recognise the narcissistic male in
him.

For instance, when a guy told
me that he thought Indian women
looked dignified all coveredup and
looked disapprovingly at my skirt
that sat just above my knees, I was
instantly reminded of Anish. He
was extremely finicky about how I
dressed, didn’t “allow” me to wear
sleeveless clothes and insisted on a
dupatioon every kurta I wore. He
sald it came from his love and
protective instinets. I believed him
thern.

Anish really had no clue how
much I had analysed him in all
these vears and the conclusions I
had arrived at. That was why when
he asked me t0lend him money to
settle his alimony, I kept him
hanging. If he was playing a game
with me, I could be better atit. He
even said if T could ask Chhoto
Mashi to help too since she had a
steady flow of pension money. If
shamelessness had aface....

He didn't know that I knew he
was not leaving a single stone
unturned to reconcile with his wife,
He was meeting her regularly,
taking her and Alvira to fancy
restaurants, trying to convinee her
to withdraw the case.

The detective agency had not
only given me the photographs that
were proof of hiseffortsat
appeasement, they had also made it
clear to me that he was plaving two
women at the same time —
Chandana and Revna.

And it had been ke this even 13
years back.

This was something Rishit
knew. he kept it a secret. I worrled
about losing my best friend now.

{To be continued)

Amrita Mukherjee is the author of the
novel Exit Interview, short-story
collection Museumn of Memcries and
the crime non-fiction book The Secnet
Diary of a Criminal Lawyer. She blogs
atamritaspeaks.in

Partha Mukherjes, populary known
as Kolkatacoffeeman, tells stories
through coffee art. Through mindful
istening and coffee-art sessions, he
is creating unique comversations
around mental well-bsing. Follow him
on Instagram @kolkatacoffeeman
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The Honda ZR-V is a handsome SUV that has a nice jellybean look to it and performs surprisingly well on a race track.

WHEELS

t seems there will not be too
many of Honda's new strong
hybrid SUV, ZR-V e:HEV, to 2o
around. This model is being
imported from Japan asa
completely budlt unit, or CBU. After
it opened for bookings some time
ago, the first two batches of imports
have been sold out despite the fact
that its final price of F47.99 1akh at
the showroom was vet to be
announced then, Honda says they
have asked for a third batch now
with demand remaining strong.
While the exact number of
vehicles being imported has not
been given, it is still in three fizures,
we are told.

Importing the ZR-Vasa CBU 18
aninteresting move by Honda since
the SUV has not only been
homologated for India, there are
features and adjustments to things
like the suspension that are specific
to this particular market although
itis made in Japan. So, one cannot
help wondering whether Honda
will eventually be making the ZR-V
in India. The company, though, says
there are noplans to make the SUV
inIndia —as of now. It 1s intended
as a halo product and to showease
the company’s strong hybrid power
train, among other things.

Honda invited the motoring
press to the Buddh International
Clreuit in Greater Noida to
experience the vehicle, or specific
aspects of it more ke since it1s not
really possible to figure outa
vehicle in its typical usage scenario
by driving it on a super smooth
racetrack. But then., a racetrack is
also possibly the best place to push
a vehicle to its limits in a safe
environment to see how it behaves
in more extreme situations. And
that is exactly what we were doing
last week.

NIGHE

-

18-inch alloys have a neat 10-spoke design.

:““W = ,.. _

The rear end is understated like the rest of the SUV. However, there is a bit of
flash in the twin exhaust tips and a satin finish chrome garnish at the bottom of

the bumper.

The front end is deliciously devoid of chrome except for the Honda logo. The

Honda’s ZR-V
e:HEV strong
hybrid is a
refined and
efficient SUV
that is a tad
pricey

XXCE

As meniioned earlier, the
Honda ZR-V e:HEV is a strong
strong hybrid that 18 being
imported fully built. Se, it atiracts
an import duty of 110 per cent,
which, effoctively, signifeantly
bumps up its price. Despite that, it
seems to be flying off the shelves.
And that is the thing about a halo
product. It somehow defles the
tvpical value logic and becomes a
bit of an emotional purchase. And
1t works for small-volume products
as we have seen with other similar
products from other manufactiurers
as well.

So much for the market and
peripheral dynamics of the ZR-V.
Butwhat abont the vehicle itself?
Read on.

ON THE OUTSIDE

Honda has taken a measured
approach with the ZR-V e HEV,
resisting the temptation to overload
it with dramatic styling. Itisa
crossover and looks like one. There
is no go-anvwhere-SUV pretence

HONDA ZR-V E:HEV
IN NUMBERS

What: Mid-size, 5-seater
strong hybrid SUV

LxBxH (mm): 4,567 x 1,840
¥ 1.621

Wheelbase: 2,655mm
Ground clearance: 186mm

Motors: Petrol: 2-litre
Atkinson cycle four cylinder;
Electric: AC Synchronous
{Permanent Magnet)

Peak system power: 184ps

Peak system torque:
315Nm

Wheels and tyres: 18/18J
alloys with 225/55 R18 tyres

Certified fuel efficiency:
22 8kmpl

0-100kmph: 7.9 seconds

Price (ex showroom):
F47.99 lakh
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and, therefors, visual cues like faux
scuff plates and the ke is
thankfully absent. In fact, it seems
to sit lower than other SUVsin its
price segment with a ground
Clearance of 186mm unladen that
makes getting in and out
conveninent, although some of the
much-vaunted ‘SUV stance” is
missing.

What 15 also Interesting isthatit
uses more of jellvbean-like styling
with curved surfaces flowing into
each other rather than angular
styling cues. Positionad between
the HR-V and CR-Vin Honda's
global SUV lineup, the ZR-V arrives
in India as a premium offering and
1ts exterior reflects that intent.

Atthe front, a broad hexagonal
grille finished in gloss black with
vertical slats dominates the fascia,
flanked by slim LED headlamps
with crisp dayvtime running lights.
The Hghting sienature is distinctive
without being flashy. Interestingly,
the only bit of chrome up frontis
the Honda logo. The whole
demeanour is understated, ke it
doesn't need to draw attention to
itself to prove anything.

From the side, the ZR-V's
proportions are among its strongest
attributes. The long wheelbase,
gently sloping rocfline, and well-
defined shoulder Hne giveita
planied stance. The pronounced
wheel arches house stylish alloy
wheels that fill the arches nicely
without appearing oversized. The
jellybean-like design continues on
the flanks as well. What also comes
acrossis the length of the
wheelbase. There is cladding too
around the wheel arches, but things
aredoneinaquietratherthana
shouty way.

The rear continues the theme.
Horlzontal LED taillamps stretch
into the tailgate, visnally widening
tha SUV, while the integrated roof
gpoiler and neatly contoured
bumper complete the look. Here,
the only bits of chrome are the
monikers and the twin exhaust tips
with a satin finish Hghter strip
across the bottom of the rear

© CONTD oN[ZI1]
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The Honda ZR-V's premium interiors

have an organic look with curves that

R,

5,

Door pockets are spacious and the
glass area is big.

The front seats

seem to have been shaped by the
wind. The soft touch materials and

::ETYP;EI:?:;B d leatherette have a premium feel to
and the driver A them.
gets power
adjustment 9 FROM m | central console has been lald out hybrid system rarely calls attontion
i with the charging ports facing out to itself, which is perhaps its
bumper connecting the two. Infact, | sothatonecan see them when greatest achievement.
it looks very shooting brake like i plugging in appliances unlike many We really did not get to test the
from the rear. | cars where one has to do this by ride quality in real life conditions,
Build quality is immediately i feel, The lnggage compartmentis butit was handling the kerbs around
evident. Panel gaps are consistently | also falrly big and the absence of a the track with consummate ease. So,
tight, the paint finish is rich, and i spare tyre helps here. we are guessing it should be fairly
overy exterior element foels | Cabin refinement 1s another decenton not 20 good public roads.
carefully assembled. It maynotbe | highlight. Extensive sound What 13 commendable though is its
the most attention-grabbing SUVin | insulation keeps road and wind body control through corners or
, a crowded parking lot, bt it looks i noise well suppressed, while the direction changes. Wedid a slalom
The rear seat is well made once vou take a couple of hybrid system operates with (nota terribly tight one) at over
atouchlowbut  minutes tolook atit. | impressive smoothness. The result 90kmph and the vehicle did not miss
has generous ¢ 1s a serene Interior environment abeat. The story was similar around
leg room and ON THE INSIDE | that reinforces the premium the corners. While there is body roll,
head room | positioning of the ZR-V. Honda's itis fairly well controlled as was
Step inside the ZR-V and it qudckly | reputation for ergonomic excellence evident while tackling a double apex
becomes apparent that Honda has ! remains intact. Everything foels ataquick clip. We think it should
prioritised usability and comfort i precisely engineered, from the makefor a good vehicle both fior the
over visual gimmicks. The ¢ tactile switchgear to the steering clty and the highway.
dashboard layoutis clean and i wheel controls to the volume The steering, while not the most
uncluttered and the surfaces have i control knob on the infotainment talkative, is predictable, well-
very curvy shaped-by-the-wind i screenItis an interior designed to welghted and accurate. As we said
kind of look to them. The i make every journey comfortable, oarlier, there is no neck-snapping
horizontal design theme creates a | Intuitive, and stress-free. acceleration here and the max we
sense of width, while the soft-touch | Equipment levels are generoius conld manage to hiton thelong
surfaces and leather finishes all i as well. There is as dual-zone long straight was a little over
aroumnd convey a sense of i climate control, wireless charging, 150kmph before we ran out of road.
premimmness. i premium andio, powered front Atthose speeds, it1s supremely
The seats deserve special i seats, multiple USE charging ports stable, no twitching at all, thanks to
mention. Both front occcupants i and a sulte of advanced driver the rigid chassis and well-
benefit from supportive cushioning | assistance systems. calibrated suspension setup.
and ample electrical adjustment, ; Refinement is rather good.
that would make long-distance i ONTHE GO Okay, we were flooring it most of
jolurneys less tiring. Rear § time we were on the track. So there
passengers are equally well catered | The defining feature of the Indian- was engine noise coming through,
for, thanks to generous legroom i spec ZR-V isits e hybrid but vibration levels are
and adequate headroom, despite powertrain. Combining a two-litre impressively low.
the gently tapering roofline. The petrol engine with an electric motor Safety has alzo received
seating is a tad low, but, along with and intelligent energy slgnificant attention. A
the leg-stretch room, works well management, the system focuses on comprehensive package of active
enough to give a comfortable rear i delvering smooth performance and passive safety technologles,
seat experience. Three adults can alongside excellent fuel efficiency Including mnaltiple airbags,
fit across the rear bench when rather than oniright acceleration. olecironic stability control, collision

A neat touch is a Reverse switch that
actually needs to be pushed back in the
direction of intended travel,

raquired, although two will
naturally travel in greater comfort.

A quick look at the official mombers
is in order here. The peak system

mitigation systems, adaptive cruise
control, lane-keeping assistance, and

The driving position 1s excellent, | power outputis 184ps, peak torgque ANTOTIONIONS emergency braking,
with large glass areas contributing | s 315Nm, and the ZR-V has a enhances driver confidenece, Theso
to superb outward visibility. i 0-100kmph time of 7.9 seconds. systems intervene smoothly and
Controls are logically placed, and § In urban driving, the electric umobtrusively, providing
Honda wisely retains physical | motor handles much of the initial reassurance without becoming
buttons and rotary knobs for the | movement, allowing the SUV to intrusive.
climate control system. Inan era i pull away silently and effortlessly.
where many ma nufacturers bury i Mostof the time it is the electrie THE CALL
essential functions within i motor that drives the wheels
touchscreen menus, this decision i drawing power from the battery. The Honda ZR-V e:HEV 13 targeting

We totally loved slgnificantly improves everyiay i When the battery runs low, the aniche, and the company says 1tis
the volume usability. The 9-inch infotainment | engine kicks in to charge the selling out whatever it 1s managing
control rotary systom supports wireless ! battery. Only when quick toimport. The productis uniguein
bl rn e smartphone connectivity and offers | acceleration or high speeds are 1ts space. Itis the only petrol-
Hictairmnent aresponsive interface but the i required does the petrol engine powered strong hybrid around its
system graphics may not be the flashiestin | drive the wheels directly and price point of F47.991akh (thereis
’ the segment. A fully digital parallely with the electric motor. only one varlant), where the
Instrument cluster complements i This results in a very electric competition is mostly diesel.
the center display, presenting - vehicle like feel most of the thne — Considering that thereis a huge
hybrid-specific information i stop-go traffic becomes less of a import tax incorporated in the
dlongside conventional drivingdata | chore — but there is grunt available price, it cannot be seen as a pure
ina clear and customizable format | when needed The regenerative value proposition. But then value
Storage solutions have been braking system harvests energy. can be more than ‘cost plus mark-
The cabin has thoughtfully incorporated | Acceleration is progressive up' In many ways. The ZR-V focuses
been throughout the cabin. Large door i rather than explosive, but the on balance and excels at refinement,
thoughtfully pockets, multiple cupholders, a i Immediate torque from the electric comfort, efficlency, practicality, and
done. Ports ata spacions center console, and i motor gives the ZR-V confldent evervday ease of use. To buyers to
point where practical cubby holes make dally | responses. The power delivery is whom those things matter, itisa
they are visible use convendent. This passenger i linear and unless one looks at the well-rounded package.
make using compartment has been well ; graphic on the screen, it impossible
them easiar thought through. We particularly | toflnd out which motor s clutching — Abhijit Mitva
than by feel. liked how the lower deck of the i Inoroutatany time. And the Pictures: Ranadip Mandal
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Congo Square Strikes a New Chord for Jazz in Kolkata

Congo Square marks a bold new beginning for Kolkata’s thriving jazz community.

olkata's jazz landscape has
ntered an exciting new

phase with the launch of Congo
Square, the ensemble formerly
known as The Jazz Collective.
Making its debut under the
new name at Skinny Mo's on
3 July, followed by a sold-out
performance at the Dalhousie
Institute Club on 13 July, the
band reaffirmed that jazz
continues to enjoy a passionate
and growing audience in the
city.

Led by acclaimed
saxophonist Satyajit
Roychaudhury, the ensemble
takes its name from the Kolkata-
based organisation behind
the Kolkata JazzFest, which
has played a pioneering role
in bringing internationally
celebrated jazz musicians to the
city. The name also honours the
historic Congo Square in New
Orleans, where African musical

traditions flourished and helped
shape the birth of jazz.

Keeping the Spirit
of Jazz Alive

The performances showcased
an engaging repertoire of jazz
classics, including Fly Me to the
Moon, The Girl from Ipanema,
and Autumn Leaves, alongside
fresh arrangements that

reflected the band’s distinctive
musical identity. A highlight of
the concerts was the original
composition, “Congo Square
Blues,” which captured the
essence of jazz through
spontaneous improvisation and
creative interplay among the
musicians.

The ensemble brings
together some of India’s
accomplished jazz artists,
including pianist Dr Richard
Gasper, bassist David Jackson,
guitarist Feroz Akhtar, violinist
Anikit Adhikary, drummer Neil
Bose, and Delhi-based vocalist

Subhagata Das. Also closely
associated with the group are
drummer Premjit Dutta and
vocalist Sucheta Sanyal. The
band also acknowledges pianist
Arunava “Shonai” Chatterjee
for his invaluable contribution
to the formation and early
success of The Jazz Collective.
More than a performing
ensemble, Congo Square
envisions becoming a catalyst
for Kolkata's jazz movement.

For enquiries:
8240613086 (12:00 pm - 5:30 pm)
8777433413 (6:00 pm - 9:00 pm)




Anamika Khanna's inaugural showcase of the Hyundai India Couture Week 2026 celebrated heritage
crafts of India! t20S attended the spectacular showcase at the Taj Falaknuma Palace in Hyderabad

reaking the mould has always
been her groove. And she
thrives doing that!
Disruptive, fearless and bold
are just some of the
adjectives that have been used to
describe her design DMNA over the
vears, and she proves it with elan

with every collection. Anamika
Khanna has been the indubitable
gquesn of experimentation in Indian
fashion and she just takes it several
notches up with every show!

On Thursday night, Anamika
overwhelmed a select gathering at
the inaugural showcase of Hyundal

India Couture Week 2026, In
assoclation with Nexxus New York,
aFDCIinitiative, at the larger-than-
life Taj Falaknuma Palace in
Hyderabad. The Hyundal India
Couture Week 2026 moved over to
Taj Palace in New Delhi for the rest
of the week, tobe held Hll July 29,

Even before the first model took
the ramp, the mood of the show was
set at the palatial Durbar Hall of
the Taj Falaknuma Palace, where
fashion enthusiasts from all over
the country had gathered in
anticipation. The ambience was
created through a play of Hght and

shadow with ornate chandelers
and intricately gilded interiors
setting the opulent tone. Titled
‘Moonlit Palace’, the collection was
brilliantly showcased throngh the
play of light and movement. The

© CONTD ON[ZE}
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space was bathed in soft light,
evoking the interiors of apalacelit
up by moonlight. The models
gracefully meandered through the
different rooms of the Durbar Hall,
creating a rhythmic movement
with their drapes and silhouettes,

The collection, focussed on
heritage crafis of India —from
Bengal and Barmer to be specific —
was a play of contrasts. Whether
it's adorning global silhouettes
with traditional Rajasthani crafts,
or splashing Kalighat-stvle
paintings on minimal pleces —
Anamika showed how the Indian
craft conversation can be made a
part of the global fashion
firmament.

From Bengal, sholg artand
pafachitra art were Anamika’s
chosen formes, freated with her
slgnature aesthetics for the show.
In a unigue rendition of Kallghat-
stvle pafachifra art, the Calcutta-
based designer splashed them
across refined, fluld silhouettes on
aneutral palate of creams andd
vories. A grazing table-stvle dinner
table awaited the guests post-show,
adorned with breathraking shola
art installaton.

The Barmer saquence was a
celebration of the Rajasthani city's
rich textile traditions and was
marked by a noticeable shiftin
colour and aesthetics. Rich tones
and intricate mirrorwork caught
the light, while gold foll detailing
added opulence across the
garments. These textiles, developed

XXCE

NEXXLS

(L-R) Tarun Garg, MD & CEO, Hyundai Motor India Ltd, Anamika
Khanna, and Jasprit Chandok, group vice-president, Reliance Brands

in collaboration with women's craft
communities in Barmer, were
reworked through dyeing,
embroidery, and hand-painting,
allowing traditional techniques to
take on new life within a couture
context.

In Anamika’s trademark style,
Jewellery was incorporated into the
garments rather than used as

accessories, appearing as an
integral part of each outfit.

The visual rhvthm of the show
reinforced the collection’s central
idea: craftsmanship as something
dynamic, not static. The idea that
held the collection together was the
exploration of clothing as a keeper
of stortes, carrying traces of hands,
histories, and identities across time.

Moonlit Palace imagines
heritage crafts as not something
forgotten and redundant, bat as

something continually
rediscovered, adorned and
celebrated.

Tarun Garg, MD & CEQ,
Hyundai Motor India Lid, said in an
official press note: “At Hyundai
Motor India Ltd, we balleve that
innovation and design have the
power toinspire, connect and shape
the future. Our continued
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association with FDCI for Hyundai
India Couture Week reflects
Hyundai's commitment to
celebrating creativity inall its
forms. The special showease of the
Hyundai IONIG 5 by acclaimed
designer Anamika Khanna
beautifully brought together
precision, artistry and innovation
— values that are integral to
everyvthing we do at Hyundai.
Together, we were delighted to
create an immersive experience
that seamlessly blended cutting-
odge mobility with the artstry of
Indian cowture, while reinforcing
Hyundal's aspiration to be a
lifestyle and innovation-led brand.”
Sunil Sethi, chatrman, FDCI,
said: “The Hyundai Inaugural
Show at the regal Taj Falaknuma
Palace marks a significant
milestone for Hyundail India
Coumture Week as we take the
platform beyond Delhi for the flrst
time Anamika Khanna's work is
deeply rooted In craft while
constantly pushing creative
boundaries, making her the perfiect
choice for this landmark
presentation. We are delighted to
begin this new chapter with an out-
of-state showcase alongsidea
designer whose vislon continues to
shape the future of Indian couture.”
Speaking about the
presentation, Anamika said, “Being
the inangural show at India
Cowture Week was both an honour
and a responsibility. It offered an
opportunity to celebrate the

© CONTD ON[ZE
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extraordinary craftsmanship that
defines Indian couture while
exploring new ways of expressing
it. I have always been Interested in
how craft can remain deeply rooted
vet feel entirely contemporary, and
it was a privilege to share that
perspective as we opened this
season's showease.”

Hours before the show, we
caught up with Anamika over
lunch at the Taj Falalkomuma Palace,
where she gave t20S8 an exclusive
sneak peek into the collection:

W e are looking forward to a
grand show tonight! Please
give me a sneak peek into the
collection thatyou're about 1o
showcase.

So actually the whole project
started with this idea that I wanted
to work with a lot of women who
are craftswomen themselves. For
this show, that's how the idea
started, thatI'l be working with
different clusters of craft.
Obwviously, Ican't do too many ata
time. But I can't even do one at a
time. So I'm picking up two or three
each time. That's where the idea
started. Soit antomatically just
came throngh and then we decided
to present the show.

And then, vou know, westarted
searching for the right place(to
show the collection). What can be
more beautiful than this property™
And we launched the Hyderabad
store recently. So it felt ke the right
thing todo. The show is a surprise
becauseit’s not a traditional show.
It's not a Western show.
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ima?

So this time I'm actually going to
the craft clusters and I'm working
with them specifically. This time
it's women and crafts. We've started
that and that's what I want todo. I
want to make them financially
independent.

o Is this kind of the grandest, or

the most experimental show
you have done?
I'm not visualising it as the
grandest show. I've chosen this
space becanse it talks to me. It's so
beautiful. It's really grand. butits
really understated. Just beautiful.
For me, it's never about how grand
something is. I just felt that the
concept of my show 1s the Moonlit
Palace, this palace automatically
extended itself to it. SoI was ke,
okay, this 1= it.

his Is the first ime an India

Couture Week show Is
happening In another city, while the
rest of the Couture Week will follow
in Delhi. How did you convince
FDCI 1o agree to this?
FDCI supported my vision all out. I
mearn, of course, we are all being
responsible, butI'm very happy
that they became part of this show,
and this journey... I think, thatsa
big deal.

e | NS — Smita Roy Chowdhury
\ e R Pictures by the writer and
courtesy FD(Cl

A stunning installation of shola art adorned the grazing table-style dinner table laid out for the guests post-show
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What we've done with the table | craft, I'm not seeing the typical
(a grazing table-style dinner table) | forelgners wearing Barmer jackets

1s actually take shola art... I've with cut-work. I don't see things

worked with shola artists. It's i like that. For me, it's about how do1

Insane, the kind of stuff that they i take that? How dol make it relevant

do, and I always believed in this ! and how do I expose it to

philosophy that craft is not i everybody? So that other people can

redundant. It's not something that | reach out and give them work. You

you need to keep in the almirah. It's | know, for me, I don't know what has

something that youpush forward. | gotinto my system, butl just want COLOUR

And it could be any craft. It's the | tokeep doing that. IIIIIIEII

way youlookatit. For me, it'snot | FLAVOUR L/

about that padachifra should only i You say you are working with ’ -

hang on the walls. It's never been i crafts for this collectlon, but you =l i - Rai i i i i

T fret | e b e akenakiol Tk i3 Also avgylahlai Baidyanath Am[; Juice, Aloe Vera Juice, Triphala Juice & others
For me, when I'm working with | with various crafts. How are you ikt Scantobuy | m_ha idvanath.cun'_l ; 39798678474, 8420044204

the women in Barmer with their ! enhancl ng the crafts focus this
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L
ACROSS

o Author of Jamalca Inn, Rebecca and My Cousin Rachel
whose novel Frenchman's Creekwas inspired by a pan of the
Helford River (2,7)

10 Fruit or summer, a classic lamonade mocktall traditionally
gamished with strawbarries, cucumbser, fresh mint and borage
flowers (3)

11 With cliffs, sandy dunas, shingle baaches, rocky shoras and
flora in Britaln including thrift, spring squill and sea campion, a
baordar whers land meets the ocean (5)

13 Associated with the goddesses Luna and Salene andwith
old mames including Pink, Flower, Harvest and Hunter'swhan
full, Earth's only natural satallite (4)

14 National —; consarvation charity co-foundad by Octavia Hill
and Sir Robert Hunter, foday with the Princa of Wales as its
presidant (5)

15 Jardin des —; dapictad in pairtings by Manet and Pissarro,
formal gardens next to the Louvre, originally commissionad by
Catherine da Medici (8)

16 Mrs —; Victorian author who wrote & bast-salling book on
household management and cookery contmining some 2,000

recipes by the age of 23 (8)
18 Collective noun for pigeons or a coop or housing such; a

etroka causing a golf ball to rise; or, & space above a stable for

hay (4)

20 General word for a manual of typographic rules and deads

for writers, editors and publishars (@)

23 Any one of a sarias of pictograms displayed ona
compuier's daskiop represanting a program, applicaton,
function or file {4)
25 Dasign or print created from an engraved Hock in
wlography or the Japanese art ukiyo-a (7)

28 Author of Tha Water-Bables, Hypatia and Westward Holwhio

Ived in the Devonshira fishing village Clovelly as a child (8)

28 — for Boys, woodcraft manual originally written and
ilustrated by Lord Baden-Powell (8)

30 Ganaral word for & saafaring salling vesselwith a staircasa

kmown as a companiomvay and other elements known
nautically as cabin, galley and saloon (4)

31 Tha branch of ornithology that studies birds' aggs (8)
33With a cast including Nicholas Hoult, EmilyWatson and

Julie Waltars, Richard E. Grant's film based an his boyhood in

XXCE

Swaziland (3-3)

a5 With a population of around 75 million, a fizld mousa-ke
animal which i ore of Britain's most common mammals; o, in
&cartd the winning of all the tricks in one daal (4)

26 Mythological Graek Titan who was the father of Ecs (dawn),
Helics (sun) and Selena (moon); o, an unfinishad poem by John
Kiaats (8)

20 Actor in Four Weddings and a Funeral and Love Actually who
akeo played Edmund Blackadder and voicad Zazu in The Lion King
()

41 Victorian novelist who foundad All the Year Round as a drect
successor 1o the discontinued journal HoussholdWords (7)

43 Flower —; song from Léo Delibes' opara Lakmé (4)

44 Small French sponge cake traditionally of gencise batter baked
in the shape of a scallop shall (2)

47 Foranamea of the mother of Richand Il by her third husband
Edward the Black Prince who was known as the Fair Maid of Kent
(4

48 Postage —; imventad in adhasive form by Rowland Hill, items
collected or siudied in the pastime or hobby formerly known as
timbrology (8)

51 Auk forming a “bazaar” with its own species o a “saabird city”
with a myriad of others including razorbills, puffins and kittw akes
(9

53 F rst—; finest quality of the clarity and lustre of diamonds and
pe arls (5)

54 Top of a page; upper end of a bed; source d a river; or, the
leaves of a cabbage or lettuca collactivaly (4)

55 Used by the ancient Egyptians and medieval embroiders, a flax
teoctila wsed in the prasentday for househaold tediles and summar
clothes (5)

56 Tree growing as part of a quarcetum with leaves symbolising
tha charity describad in 14 Across (3)

57 Frameas of racks usad to position the balls in snooker and pool
2]

DOWN

1 Courtry with the capital Muscat (4)

2 Author whiose portrait featuras on Bank of England £10 notes
(8)

3 Spanish red pepper served stuffed with cream cheese asa
tapas dish (8)

4 Horse's gait inwhich a rider may sit in the saddle or rise and sit
according to the correct diagonals (4)

5 Novelist dapictad in a painting by Hanry Rasburn who wrots
Rob Roy, Waverley and lvanhoe (5)

& Short blast of running, cycling, swimming or rowing at top
spaad (8)

TActorwhosa film roles include D H. Lawrence, Richard Il
Zandalf the Grey and Sherlock Holmes (2)

& Gold or silverthread used for the embroldery on tussar silk
sareas (4)
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8 Loma —; R. D. Blackmore's novel set in and amound Exmoor {5)
12 1 eth-cantury talian post and courtier described in a play by
Johann Wiolfgang von Goathe (5)

17 Argentinian dance adapted for ballroomwith staccato movas,
often to the anthem La Cumparsita (5)

19 Dial of awatch or a clock (4)

21 A herb used to make pasto (5)

22Group of drying grain shaaves (5)

24 US artist who moved to Paris where she became friends with
Edgar Degas and axhibited har paintings with the Franch
Impressionists (7)

25 Collective noun for nightingales (5)

26 Word for the jack in bowls, a pool of monay In pokeror a
young cat (5)

27 Forename of the younger sistar of Princess Baatrice of York
7

24 Actor who starred as Phileas Fogg in Around the World in 80
Days and wrota about his life in the memoir The Moon's a
Balloon (5)

31 Group Theatre co-founder and author of Waltng for Lefiy
whaose play The Country Girlwas adapted into a filmwith Grace
Kially (5}

22 Leaf of grass; flat pan of an oar; or, arunner on an lco skate
(5}

34 Colour of oricketars' flannels, fantail doves or flags signifying
surrenderitruce; o, tha author of tha children's dassic Charlotte's
Web (5)

37 Country which is the world's sacond-largest producer of tea
after China whose other sxports include oll, gold, diamonds and
cotton (5)

33 Paris —; the maost recent novel by Sebastian Faulks, author
whose Franch trilogy includas The Girl a the Lion d'Or and
Birdsong (4)

40 Archipalago with a native bread of pony whose econ oy
relies on fishing, farming, oil, touriem and knited tactles
including Fair Isla (B)

42 Theoretical physicist who developed the formula E=me2 (8)
45 Englizh gold coin bearing afigure of Michaal killing a dragon
(5]

46 Mickname of Edward Elgar's Variation [X {Adagio) (&)

43 Interviewed by Lucy Worsley in 2015, former director of both
the National Portrait Gallery and the V&A whowrota The
Elizabethan Image and

The Story of Britain (8}

4% Orchard fruits other than applas; or, the author of In the Place
of Fallen Leawves and the Wast Country trilogy (5)

50 Anvil usad by a timsmith; or, an upright rod over which the
strands are woven in willow bashkestry (5)

52 Habridean iskand with an abbey founded by St Columbain
563 (4)

53 Engineer who Improved Thomas Newcomean's steam anging
(4

54 Word for a large country house (4)

ANSWERS

ACROSS
9 Du Maurier, 10 Cup, 11 Coast, 13 Moon, 14 Trust, 15 Tuileries, 16 Beeton, 18 Loft, 20 Stylebook, 23
lcon, 25 Woodcut, 26 Kingsley, 28 Scouting, 30 Boat, 31 Oology, 33 Wah-Wah, 35 Vole, 36 Hyperion,
39 Atkinson, 41 Dickens, 43 Duet, 44 Madeleine, 47 Joan, 48 Stamps, 51 Guillemot, 53 Water, 54
Head, 55 Linen, 56 Oak, 57 Triangles.

DOWN

1 Oman, 2 Austen, 3 Piquillo, 4 Trot, 5 Scott, 6 Sprint, 7 McKellen, 8 Zari, 9 Doone, 12 Tasso, 17 Tango,
19 Face, 21 Basil, 22 Stook, 24 Cassatt, 25 Watch, 26 Kitty, 27 Eugenie, 29 Niven, 31 Odets, 32 Blade,
34 White, 37 India, 38 Echo, 40 Shetland, 42 Einstein, 45 Angel, 46 Nimrod, 48 Strong, 49 Pears, 50
Stake, 52 lona, 53 Watt, 54 Hall.

By arrangement with The Daily Telegraph
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CRYPTIC CROSSWORD
1 2 3
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ACROSS

1 Artist's picture?
Animal, not a dicky-
bird (7)

5 BExpert upsst
swapping power
with king (7)

8 Professional is
enthralled by this
compiler's potential
(7

10 Trendy teen's
dancing is
impassaioned (7)

11 Getting smaller fish
going round city in
Germany (9)

12 Wind section's
leader dances (5)
13 Understands frog's
last disappearing

aroaks (5)

15 Former lover no ail
painting, Edward
rationalised (3]

17 Shocks us with riper
bananas aboard
ship (2)

18 Bare back in
tremendous,

he might da? (5)
6 Breaks tin saler,
unfortunatety (9)
7 Large and tailless

stimulating
experience (5)

22 Supply problem is
flipping EU's (5)

23 Stir gallons in Cornish town (5)
24 Trave| visa restricting the king (5]

23 Cricketer going to bird iz light {7)
main part of 8 Doctor sees
London (9) wound daughter

25 US writer and bandaged (7)
editor gettering 14 Cave in ancient
hammered (7} city ruins initially

26 Clear five captured in
promissory notes poster (9)
with old boy first (7) 16 Skin regularly

27 Justify diet, oddly, covered by
and give out food in medicinal liquids
restaurant? (7) gets spots (9)

28 | stress about 17 Cut head on
relatives (7) atone then slept

DOWN i

1 Liked tree outside m?;l?ﬁgf r:w -
university (7) regret, abashed

2 Opposes what bad at heart (7)
pupils are gven? 20 Food from
(7 Romeo i= stuck

3 Capture spies, we're on bottormn of
told (5} shoe (7)

4 Cracks on English 21 Commends
ships (3-8) putting pressure

5 Pop star's time on pay increases
engaged inwhat (7

By arrangement with The Daily Telegraph
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NEW ERA OF ABDOMINAL WALL RECONSTRUCTION (AWR)

Why some hernias need more than a routine repair Advanced Technigques Used in Modern AWR

peaple think of a hamia as a simple swealling mn he abdomen thal can be
sith & routing operation. While this s true for many small hemias, madem
surgical science now recognizes that some hermas are far more: complex
These large, recureni, and neglected hemias represent a disease of lhe
abdominal wall itself and ofien reqguire specialzed procedurs  callad
Abdominal Wall Recenstrection (AWR)

d

Adlefiar

| Understanding Earnplex Hemias
1

armpan et
Soparaticn

Perloneal Flap
Techrigques

LEparossopic
Reconstructon

A hemia occurs when there is &
abdominal wall, allcns

3 waakness or defect in the muscles of the
ving tissues or intestines o protrude outward. Many hemias
develop after previous abdominal operations and are known as incisional
Nemegs

Cwver time, these hemnias can enlarge significantly, causing pain, poor posiure,
backache, reduced mobility, skin infections, digestive symptoms, and a visible
abdominal bulge that affects daily lfe. In some patients, repeated failed
surgenes kead to recurrent hemias that become increasingly difficult 1o repair

Hybrid
Approaches

Alnboto
FAesanstiuction

P:_|:I|: rior 'f'::mp-:lrm_r Soparabon

Beyond Conventional Hernia Surgery

Traditional harmia repairs are ofien suilable for small defects. However, large

: require a different approach

struction is an advanced UGG 22l specially thal focusas

tarig the anatony, strepgth, and function of the abdaminal wall, rather

than simply covenng a dafect, AWR rebuilds the abdominal wall using

ad reconsiructve fechniques and mesh renforcement to recreate a

1d funchonal abdorminal oo
ch has ransformed

eatment ophions

HERNIA & AWR PROGRAM @ DIGESTIVE SURGERY CLINIC

The Abdominal Wall Reconstruction Division at

estive Surgery Clinic

an ras nl'l’erl a mmptqrnrﬂhe th r for managing com, hemias, including

. preh ropotic  surgery, component  separetion
hﬂhﬂqm m-dmln rmnt, hanmupl]mjzaﬁm mmlntmtmth
therapy, mdpmgﬂﬂve

Wa at Ds i ic, hava L and infrastruchire o all

e

outcomes for pakenis who prawously had

WE ARE THE PIONEER OF AWR IN INDIA AND ALSO
PROVIDE TRAINING TO MANY SURGEONS AROUND
THE GLOBE IN THIS DISCIPLINE.

) FOR MORE IN

BEFORE ( Digestive Surgery Clini

ic @ 98300 06067 / 98307 51420 / 9830157840 © info@digestivesurgeryclinic.com
@ 7B, Short Streﬂ, Kolkata - 700 017

FpaE| | EYE
|.-|.L. = el
|-. % = _¢‘

&) -] I:l. ok

DR. SARFARAZ BAIG (vs. rros, russ, Fiaces, acs)

mmmmmmmwmhmum
pianeers in the fiald of hemia and abdomingl wall reconstruction, His center s one of
the refarral cenbers in India for complex hemias. He has published many articles on
the subject, written a widely read book on hemia across the giobe, and is.an invited
faduny &l inteffational confefances. He is he Présitant EMGct of 1ha Hirmia Soaty of
Inciig and will assume office in 2027.

FORMATION, CONTACT US AT

@ www.digestivesurgeryclinic.com
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SUDOKU MODERATE
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Fill in the 9x9
square grid with
the numbers one
to nine.The
numbers should
be arranged in
such away that
each row,
column and
mini-grid
contains one of
each number.
Solution to
Sudoku 12514
is on the right

By arrangemen] with The Dally Telegraph Copyright: Michael Mepham 2005
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Jumble
David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

COMICS

12517 RUICK CROSSWORD 14767
1 2 3 4 -1 (5] T
38 1 4 i i
g 3 10 11
4 119 6 12
314 |5 13 14 15
? 6 16
8 ? 5 17 18 19 20
H B o
9 2|6 4 7 23
-T 7 8 24 25 26
1 Cut (grass) (1) 26 Matter (3) 7 Jumper (7)
Fill in the 9x9 9\ 71211151468 |3 3 Sallor (3) DOWH 12 Show (8)
square grid with ' e 1 5 Aimlessly wanders 1 Type of parrot (B) 13 Anticipates (7}
the pumbers one 5|4/6|2|3 8|97 |1 (5) 2 Injured (7} 15 Shouting (7)
:::;.l :‘Ilg:-rll-;?'lﬂuld 118/316/7/9151214 : H{:um iﬁin i) . o e
: ntaminate 4 Give an account of () 18 Blusher (5)
be alzrangadt Il'lnat 6|2 ‘ 8|3 _ 4 _ 517|119 10 Marries (4) 5 Dependable (8) 20 Jobs (5)
:::h :IQ:'-'_‘EY 3|l9/1l7/6/2lal5]|8 11 Bast (8) 6 Tickle (5) 21 Remain (4)
coumnand | 475 7|9 8 1[3]6/2]| 14cameparcw
mini-g_r id :ij SIS At Yesterday’s solution
containsoneof |2 B | 418 | 9 _ 711135 17 Helpings (8) Across: 1 Yew; 3 Fore; 5 Rear; 8 Laid-back; 10 Lung;
each number. 11 Err; 13 Eralo; 14 Nossbleed; 16 Ewe; 17 Lea;
Solution to 711/5]4|2/3|8(9|6 19 Storyline (4) 19 Alarm-bell; 21 Fever; 22 Ado; 24 Ulna;
Sucoku 12515 22 Bravery (T) 25 Christen; 26 Dash; 27 Vain; 28 May.
: : Down: 1 Yals, 2 Weir; 3 Fibreboard; 4 Recits; 8 Educable;
is on the right 8]31915/116]2(4]7 23 Antempts (&) nTerntlm;; !Arsn:v; 12 ﬂr:c.‘em ption: :4 Naw-fuﬂnd-, :
By arrangementwith The Dally Telegraph Copyright: Michael Mepham 2005 | 24 Tvpe of leather () 78 Sarvants; 18 Elide; 20 Asthma; 22 Aom; 23 Only.
25 Bashiul {3) By arranzement with The Daily Tebearaph

J U M B L E | THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAWE

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
ta form four ordinary words.

OROED
7Y
A/

SCEHS

%
g
g
5
2
g
(\fX\gt
A A A3)
&
2
B
3
g
&
g
%
U}

It's going to
be too fough
for them to

Y
\_/

RREFPE
éhd

NUEBCO

TRYING TO PLANT FLOWERS

7 7Y IN THE ROCKY SOIL WAS =--
AN A A N J Now arrange the circled letters
£2026 Trbune Content Agency, LLC o form the surprise answer, as
All Rights Rasevad. suggestad by the above cartoon.
KI\ f"‘\f}(‘\ F Y f"ur"‘\f}(‘nr’j
AAS NAAS NAA MAAANMN
(Answers tomorow)
Jumbles: BRINK ~ GROUT  COPPER  INHALE

Yesoedy's | Answer. Before her upcoming speech in the legislature,

the senator did much — "PREP-ORATION®

e

Calvin and Hobbes by Watterson

— HobbES 1eeg

iy

ey

I'M SOREY TO TELL yOU
THIS, BUT SUCKING ALL THE
AlR OUT OF A ROOM

WHEM YOLU ENTER IT ISN'T
CONSIDERED A SUPERPOWER

The Fusco
Brothers
by J. C. Duffy
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Puspanjali Ladies’ Wing
Preceats: Exciting

. ‘. OUSPANJ&_{! xhibition

BA

Om' Inspiration ’con

DOLLY JAIN

SAWAN SHOPPING

25t 26tH JULY 2026

mem=11am To S8pm ===

b
Chief Guest

Venue SAURAV HARIYANVI

AJ!S BAN QUET Bollywood Actor / Producer

5th Floor, G Center, 263, Rabindra Sarani

Kolkata - 700 007 ( Near Ganesh Talkies ) _/q'wattmg yOlH’ gT’dCiOHS presence

Sponsor

E \ PRITAM’ ‘\.
GREEN SWITCH ON THE GOOD TIMES
be posidive get positive A Babli Bfiai Creation® SYTCO GROUP

Social Awareness Programme Car Parking Available
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Luann by Greg Evans

B.C. by Johnny Hart
OH, SWEET MABLE. YOU AND A THOUSAND 3| [ NEVER SWOON ;
1'D FOLLOW you OTHER JERKS. s/ | OVER A LEMMING. | £
TO THE ENDS OF z
J _;jil-ljl'l:i-.l.‘:illl..'. '-.""\:'I';V@-. .II--‘I y e i e i =k xR . = =

LIVING IN A |/ ¢ YOU'LL CRAM BEDS, I 0K, Y[ | HOW MUCH WILL 0 '

STUDO WiTH | S e e | | QOTHES, TOWELS ER ﬂ"éﬁ%‘;ﬁlm
A GUY YOU'RE| pent. suiping | | TOLETRIES DISHES | GETA | | aBouUT LITLITIES?

DATING = | 1, apace | |AND PERSONAL EMS| TWO- | | papyiNG? wi-FI7

INTO A SINGLZ ROOM?|BEDRCOM LAUNDRY?

LIS L ULSET] BTY SR A D] TR T SR

Baby Blues by Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Ay Bl .

By RICKK KimicMaN § TERRY Seot

MAYT ( TMLOOENG ||
HELP YOU? | FOR A GIFT
/ FOR MY WIFE,

00 YOU HANE| WELL, T HAVE A LIST il UM, WE SELL
GOMETUING | OF THINGS SHE'S SAID i mﬁm

W el G SRS L T Y s anets e 1
=

The Wizard of Id by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart

R

= I { = ?:N ‘{:5?; =
S dasieeeir =0/ twsruie | A0 DONT CET
HiS POST “LUEL | ADOUBLESHFT. | ] |2 e |
S| [F\ MY FRST WATCH

Hagar the Horrible by Chris Browne

No! TUESE DUTCU SUOES
A SPROUTED ROOTS '

ERCE by Kireg Feaires Symilionie, ine. ok ragiis Fss i

BHD YOU, ADRANE--
WHAT ARE YOU
DOING, FIBHTING / | ;

YOUR FELLOW P B

WE WERE N
RESTRAMING
THESE

MY FELLOW
HAWKS CAR o
KICK ROCKS. Joia

YOU'RE ™
LUCKY HE

WALKERS MORE
THAN ANY OF YOU.

Arrireamn Wi ideel Sanccins 0006 GE, Trodedu

Dennis the Menace

SPEAK THE LOCAL
oA, LANGLAGE. A
l"l : [ — J
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chdwmcm

servmg happiness nationwide

_ Lobster Octopus, Salmon, PomFret
Crab, Squid, Whole Beckti & many more

_ : =N - ‘*‘IW
KOLKATA | BENGALURU | DELHI NCR | HYDERABAD | MUMBAI | CHENNAI
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Got the voice? Got the vibhe?
Take over Kolkata's airwaves.

Join 91.9 Friends FM

RJ Hunt Season 10

If you're fluent in English, Hindi and Bengali with the
ability to build a digital presence, this is your moment!

ister, shoot a video in 30 sec. Type RJ Hunt 2026 <space> your name, location, age, phol “_L i
ind WhatsApp us on 8100919919 or DM on the official Facebook page of 91.9 IFriend,s*g

5 7 s R
\

-
UK

Thank You Kolkata for the overwhelming response.
If you haven't registered yet, do it now!
Registration ends on July 31




