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City High-Rise
Seen Buckling
During Project

Officials Seal Off Area
Near Grand Central

By ASHLEY SOUTHALL
and MIHIR ZAVERI

Twenty-one stories above a
Midtown Manhattan street early
Tuesday morning, construction
workers were busy converting an
office building into a residential
complex when it began falling
apart.

“The beams started bending”
said Cliff Johnsen, the business
agent for the Local 638 steamfit-
ters union, which had workers on
site. Several floors were sagging.

The building seemed to be
crumbling fast, he said.

The workers evacuated the
building, at 235 East 42nd Street,
near Grand Central Terminal and
the United Nations, and a supervi-
sor called 911, prompting a hur-
ried emergency response. Fear-
ing a partial collapse, officials
evacuated nearby buildings and
blocked off several nearby streets
to pedestrians and vehicular traf-
fic.

Officials said there were no inju-
ries, but they had seen severe
structural damage between the
21st and 26th floors. The building
was still standing, but it remained
unstable, they said. Dozens of
businesses were displaced and
tourists were stranded indefi-
nitely after the city established a
“frozen zone” spanning several
blocks. The cause of the incident is
under investigation.

The episode stalled a project
that had come to symbolize the
city's ambitious effort to repur-
pose Midtown's empty office
buildings to address the city’s
housing shortage. Developers
called the project the largest of-
fice-to-residential conversion in
city history; it had been set for
completion next year.

The dramatic episode on Tues-
day, though, clouded the project’s
future, as inspectors raced to fig-
ure out what exactly went wrong,
how it could be fixed and the full
extent of the problems.

At a news conference in the
early afterncon, Mayor Zohran
Mamdani said that building in-
spectors using drones to survey
the 37-story building spotted two
columns that had buckled, several
cracks and sagging floors. The
building continued to shift after
the authorities arrived, he said.

“The building remains un-
stable,” he said, urging people to
avoid the area until the authorities
deemed it safe,

MetroLoft, the developer on the
apartment conversion, thanked
city officials for their quick re-
sponse and said in a statement
that the damage was limited to a
small area of the building. “The
entire building itself is not at risk
of collapse,” the company said.

The Fire Department shared
photos from the building on social
media that showed missing pan-
eling on the building facade and a
vertical beam bent like an elbow,
Fire officials said there was no
risk of a full building collapse be-
cause of its steel-frame construc-
tion.

The Fire Department said it re-
sponded to a call at 8 am. on Mon-
day from someone reporting
bricks falling off the building.

Continued on Page A17
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Pieces of a Midtown Manhattan office building began to erack and erumble as work was being done to convert the space to housing.

NEWS ANALYSIS

Europes Test: Filling U.S.-Size Hole at NATO

By STEVEN ERLANGER
and LARA JAKES

ANKARA, Turkey — Euro-
pean leaders arrive for this
yvear's NATO summit meeting in
Ankara, Turkey, with the alliance
under threat,

They want to keep President
Trump and the United States
deeply engaged in NATO, but
they have come to accept that
the alliance is changing — and
will have to rely far less on
Washington for the conventional
defense of Europe.

The Trump administration has
made it clear that it is withdraw-
ing troops and capabilities from
Europe to shore up American
military power in the Middle
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Presidents Trump and Recep Tayvip Erdogan and an honor guard in Ankara, Turkey, NATO's hosl. |

East and the Indo-Pacific, where
China has become a rival to the
United States,

The European governments
want to ensure that the transi-
tion toward what many call
NATO 3.0 is done as smoothly as
possible. They want to feel confi-
dent that the gaps the Americans
leave can be filled, even if imper-
fectly, to diminish their vulnera-
bility to a more aggressive, mili-
tarized Russia.

The dangers of the current
moment have been underscored
by China’s test of a long-range
ballistic missile on Monday, the
first such launch in nearly two
years, and another huge Russian
missile and drone attack on Kyiv,
Ukraine's capital.

NATO leaders are expected to

endorse continued support for
Ukraine, with the non-American
members pledging 380 billion
this year and next. President
Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine
will attend, to press his urgent
desire for more air defenses
against the Russian onslaught.

Mark Rutte, the secretary
general of NATO, is trying to
walk a narrow line, prodding
European member states to pay
more for security while making
sure Mr. Trump does not aban-
don the alliance in the process.

“We will breathe life into the
concept of NATO 3.0: A stronger
Europe in a stronger NATO,” he
said last month.

But for several years at least,

Continued on Page A9
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Olympics Lifts
Russian Ban,

With Limits

By EPHRAT LIVNI

The International Olympic
Committee on Tuesday lifted its
suspension of Russia related to its
invasion of Ukraine, clearing the
way for Russia to send a team to
the 2028 Summer Olympics in Los
Angeles,

The Olympic Committee said its
decision applied “provisionally,”
subject to Russian conduct in the
future, and that it had not yet de-
cided whether it would allow the
Russian flag or anthem at the
games.

Still, it was a significant step for
bringing Russian athletes, who
have struggled with their coun-
try’s pariah status on the world
stage, back into the international
fold after several years.

Debate over lifting the suspen-
sion centered on the Russian
Olympic Committee’s claims that
parts of Ukraine were under its ju-
risdiction.

In a statement, the [.0.C. execu-
tive board said that after “thor-
ough analysis” by legal experts, it
accepted that the Russian com-
mittee no longer considered re-
gional sports organizations in
Ukrainian territory as its own,
and would abstain from doing so
in the future,

When the suspension was an-
nounced in 2023, Russia ques-
tioned why the international com-
mittee had not taken similar ac-
tions after Russia seized Crimea
from Ukraine in 20114, according to
the international organization's
president at the time, Thomas
Bach.

“This argument was a little bit,
*Why did you not sanction us al-
ready, earlier?'” Mr. Bach said, ar-

Continued on Page A5

DEMOCRATS SCRAP
FOR SLOT PLATNER
HAS YET T0 YIELD

FACES CLAIM OF RAPE

Sanders Joins Supporters
in Urging Nominee to
Get Out of Race

This article is by Shane Gold-
macher, Reid J. Epstein and Katie
Gluech.

The implosion of Graham Plat-
ner's campaign for Senate in
Maine after an accusation of rape
has ripped open divisions inside
the Democratic Party as its pro-
gressives and moderates battle to
pick his successor even before he
has said he will step aside.

National Democrats have
grown alarmed that a seat seen as
crucial to winning control of the
Senate could be slipping from the
party’s grasp. Mr. Platner had sur-
vived a series of controversies —
about a tattoo with Nazi symbol-
ism, inflammatory old Reddit
posts and his relationships with
women — but many in the party
abandoned him after the rape ac-
cusation, including the leaders of
the Maine Democratic Party and
Senator Chuck Schumer of New
York, the minority leader.

They have demanded that Mr.
Platner step down before a July 13
deadline for him to be replaced on
the ballot to find a new Democrat
to run against Senator Susan
Colling, a longtime Republican fix-
ture in the state. The main super
PAC for Democratic Senate candi-
dates said it would redirect $24
million in ad reservations to other
states if he remained.

Senator Bernie Sanders of Ver-
mont, one of Mr. Platner's earliest
and most prominent backers,
joined the chorus on Tuesday af-
ternoon.

“I have spoken with Graham
Flatner about the best path for-
ward for Maine,” Mr. Sanders said
in a statement. “In light of these
very serious allegations, I have
recommended that he step aside.”

Mr. Platner, who has denied the
allegation, said on a private call
with his campaign staff on Mon-
day evening that he believed he
still had leverage to influence
which candidate would replace
him on the ticket, according to
three people familiar with the con-
versation. On the call, he did not
announce plans to withdraw but
implied such a decision would be
coming, the people said.

Mr. Platner’s campaign had
stopped running ads on Meta's
platforms, such as Facebook and
Instagram, as of Tuesday, accord-
ing to the company’s ad disclosure
database. He had been running
multiple ads as recently as Mon-
day evening.

Top Democrats believe that it is
only a matter of time before Mr.
Platner formally quits — and
gives the party a fresh start in its
bid to oust Ms. Collins, who has
proved a durable foe.

The drama comes almost ex-
actly two years after the Demo-
cratic Party was roiled by the exit
of Joseph R. Biden Jr, then the
president, from his re-election
race and the speedy anointment of
Vice President Kamala Harris as
the Democratic nominee. That

Continued on Page Al5

Trump Tries to

By MAGGIE HABERMAN
and JONATHAN SWAN

Coming from the leader of al-
most any other major museum,
the comments made around the
celebration of America's 250th an-
niversary by Lonnie G. Bunch I1II,
the head of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution, would have seemed almost
self-evident truths.

The Smithsonian's mission, Mr.
Bunch told CNN last week, is to

Rewrite History at Smithsonian

Effort to Impose Views
on National Record

“give you questions and answers
that will make you understand the
complexity of who we are as a na-
tion” using “the best nonpartisan
scholarship we have” On NBC's
“Meet the Press,” he said the insti-
tution was like the glue that holds

the nation together. “Red states,
blue states — whatever your poli-
tics, you come to the Smithsoni-
an,” he said.

But after more than a year of in-
tense pressure from President
Trump and his allies over what
they term “improper ideology™ in
the Smithsonian's presentation of
American history and culture, Mr.
Bunch’s comments amounted to a
public glimpse into a far less diplo-

Continued on Page Al2

Loss for U.S. Soccer, but Leap by Soccer in U.S.

By DAVID WALDSTEIN

As the United States players
hung their heads after a 4-1 loss to
Belgium in Seattle on Monday
night, a nation momentarily capti-
vated by soccer mourned the sud-
den end of a promising journey.

But buried within the disap-
pointment of the sobering defeat
was evidence that this World
Cup had accelerated soccer's
decades-long climb into the na-

Devotion to Cultivating
Youth and Pro Talent

tional consciousness.

With established professional
leagues for both men and women,
and youth participation continu-
ing to soar, the men's national
team is far from the sole metric for
the health of the sport in the

United States. Despite the end of
the 1U.5"s World Cup run, soccer’s
stakeholders are eagerly antici-
pating a boost for the sport’s pres-
ence and potential in a nation
where it has long battled other
sports for attention.

Continued on Page Al4

REALITY CHECK An American
dream fizzled at the World Cup in
an all-too-familiar way. PAGE B6
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Le Pen to Run Again in France

Marine Le Pen's conviction was con-

NATIONAL Al10-17

have plummeted.

Antismoking Efforts Falter

The C.D.C.'s tobacco control office has
been shuttered for more than a year.
And calls to 1-800-QUIT-NOW lines

PAGE Al3

ARTS C1-6

Britains Lost Music Venues

A new museum exhibition in London
charts the cyclical forces destroying
nightlife spots, as clubs battle building
developers, complaining neighbors
and shifting social habits.

Politics and Climate Change

Bill Frist, a former Senate majority
leader, has emerged as an advocate for
environmental health. PAGE AlG

firmed, but a ban on her eligibility for

elected office was shortened.

Farage Prompts By-Election
The leader of Britain’s Reform UK.

Party has been questioned about undis-
PAGE A5

closed gifts and donations.
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SPORTS B6-9, 12

An Insider’s View of Tennis

Sandra Zaniewska, who coaches Marta
Kostyuk of Ukraine, applies a writerly
touch to her newsletter. PAGE B&

BUSINESS B1-5

A.L's Cryptic Economic Effect

Some data suggests artificial intelli-
gence is causing job losses. Others,
however, show the opposite. PAGE Bl

Businesses Brace for Fallout

An Onstage Promotion

After his sparkling debut as Basilio in
“Don Quixote,” Jake Roxander was
elevated to principal dancer at the
American Ballet Theater. He discusses
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They're Always in Season

In just the past decade, berries have
been transformed from a fragile, local
treat to a worldwide refrigerator staple
and marketing juggernaut.
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A wealth tax
would be

fool's gold

Joshua Rauh
Benjamin Jaros

OPINION

To many, the 5 percent wealth tax on
California’s ballot this vear may sound
like a harmless way to raise money, a
proposal anly billionaires would dis-
like. et leaders from across the politi-
cal spectrum oppose the plan, includ-
ing Planned Parenthood Affiliates of
California, the California Teachers
Association and Gov, Gavin Newsom, a
Democrat.

The critics are right. A quick look at
the math underpinning the proposal,
which would tax the accumulatexd
assets of ultrawealthy Californians,
shows that the first net wealth tax in
modern U8, history would provide the
state little and endanger its economic
core,

Californians

Other countries
have made the same
Ehm"h:! recall mistake Californians
that history are being tempted to
portends commit. In 1990, 12
disaster for industrialized coun-
places that tries levied a wealth
drive away tax. By 2025, nine
their richest had repealed theirs
: — including Den-
residents: mark, Sweden, Ger-

many, the Nether-

lands and France,
These nations discovered that wealth
taxes are hard to carry out, cause
wealthy people to move and take their
money elsewhere and raise far less tax
revenue than promised.

The authors of the tax plan must
know this history well: France, their
home country, abolished its wealth tax
in 2018 after an estimated 200 billion
euros (about 5228 billion) left the
country over two decades and, accord-
ing to estimates, the tax generated an
annual budget shortfall of seven billion
BLIFOS,

All of the things that happened in
France would happen in California, and
the consequences would probably be
worse,

We looked at 212 California billion-
aires the tax would target, and we
estimate that the proposed wealth tax
would raise just 540 billion for the state
— nat the 3100 billion its backers
claim. Several of California’s highest-
profile hillionaires, including the
Google founders Sergey Brin and
Larry Page, left California before Dec,
31, 2025. (The tax would apply to bil-
lionaires living in California as of that
date,) Some 30 percent of the state’s
billionaire wealth tax base departed
hefore the residency deadline, signifi-
cantly cutting into the amount the tax
could raise.

Driving out some of the state's most
successiul residents will have grave
RALUH, PAGE 14

The New York Times publishes opinion
Jrom a wide range of perspectives in
hopes of promaoting constructive debale
aboul consequential queslions,
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Clockwise from top: a doctor holding the baby of Inna Slavhorodska, 38, while performing a C-section at a hospital in Kharkiv, Ukraine; Ms, Slavhorodska with Anastasia in the
hospital that was hit by Russian drones the day after she gave birth; and workers constructing an underground maternity ward (o protect expectant mothers against strikes.

KHARKIV, UKRAINE

BY MARIA VARENIKOVA,
EYNSEY ADDARIO,
AND OLERSANDERA MY ROLYSHY M

In the terrifving first days of Russia's
full-scale invasion, Inna Slavhorodska
fled her home in eastern Ukraing and
made it to Germany, miles from the
bombs and gunfire,

Mz, Slavhorodska, now 38, was preg-
nant at the time. After her escape, she

For pregnant Ukrainians, attacks, blackouts
and displacement compound maternal anxiety

miscarried at five months, losing the
baby,

Fighting raged on. Ms. Slavhorodska
still wanted a baby, even though she was
convinced that war-related stress had
made her lose one already.

She returmed home to the city of
Eharkiv, where Ukraines military had
pushed back Russian forces in late 2022,

and again became pregnant.

This January, she gave birth to a
healthy baby through a C-section. The
next day, Russian drones hit the hospital
where she was recovering, causing
damage but leaving Ms. Slavhorodska
and her newhorn anharmed,

“It was very scary,” she said. “Really
seary”

Ever-evolving meaning of America’s revolution

TODD HESLLESTIN, RO VOME TS
Re-enactors last vear in Lexington, Mass., as they prepared for the 250th anniversary
of the Revolution’s Battles of Lexington and Concord, which took place in April 1775

Since 1776, politicians,
scholars and activists have
all reinterpreted the story

BY JEMNIFER SCHUESSLER

The Declaration of Independence
turned 250 over the weekend, with star-
spangled hoopla befiting the birthday
of the workd's longest-running democra-
cy. But the founding story underlying it
is increasingly up for grabs.

Conservatives have accused progres-
sives of abandoning the wisdom of the
Declaration, and distorting the legacy of
the American Revolution, On the left,
some see the freedom narrative that
once inspired people around the world
as losing its grip, exposed for its hyvpoc-
risies and evasions.

Among scholars, the 50 years since
the Bicentennial of 1976 have radically
expanded the Revolution's cast of char-
acters, its geographical scope and time-
line, recasting what was once seen as a
unified national narrative as a more

iractured, kaleidoscopic story of a civil
war, nestled mside a larger global con-
flict.

But lurking underneath both schol-
arship and the polarized public comeer-
sation about 1776 is an old question: Just
how revolutionary was the American
Revolution anyway?

To many Americans, the question
may seem odd. The revolutionary-ness
of the American Eevolution is baked into
its name, and attested to by the very fact
of the 250th celebration itsell,

But the guestion is also one being im-
plicitly debated on the ground, as Presi-
dent Trump’s flag-draped version of
1776 has been countered by the self-con-
scious Revolutionary-era iconography
of the No Kings protests.

T.H. Breen, a historian at Northwest-
ern University im HHinois, called it an im-
portant if also “slightly embarrassing”
fuestion.

“If we didn’t have it, we might look
like Canada,” which is alzo a democracy,
he said.

“But we did. So we want to under-
REVOLUTION, PAGE 2
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The war, which started with Russia's
full-scale invasion in February 2022, s
inflicting an additional toll on pregnant
women through fear and stress caused
by bombings, shelling, displacement,
occupation and electrical blackouts,

Maternal mortality in Ukrame in-
creased by more than a third from 2023
UERATNE, PAGE 5

KYIV AND MOSCOW DISPUTE CLAIMS
Ukraine has denied that Bussia has
taken control of an industrial city in
the eastern Donetsk region. PAGE 5

At summit,
leaders brace

for NATO’s

next phase

NEWS ANALYSIS
AMKARA, TURKLY

As U.S. focus shifts,

Europe prepares to take
leading role in the alliance

BY STEVEN ERLANGER
AND LARA JAEKES

European leaders arrived for this year®s
MATO summit meeting in Ankara, Tur-
key, with the alliance under threat,

They want to keep President Trump
and the United States deeply engaged in
MNATO, but they have come o accept
that the alliance 15 changing — and will
have to rely far less on Washington for
the conventional defense of Europe,

The Trump administration has made
it clear that it is withdrawing troops and
capabilities from Europe to shore up
American military power in the Middle
East and the Indo-Pacific, where China
has become a rival to the United States,

The European governments want to
ensure that the transition toward what
many call NATO 3.0 is done as smoothly
as possible. They want to feel confident
that the gaps the Americans leave can
be filled, even if imperfectly, to diminish
their vulnerability to a more aggressive,
militarized Russia.

The dangers of the current moment
have been underscored by China's test
of a long-range hallistic miszile on Mon-
day, the first such launch in nearly two
yvears, and another huge Russian nus-
sile and drone attack on Kyiv.

NATO leaders were expected to en-
dorse continued support for Ukraine,
with the non-American members pledg-
ing 530 billion this year and next. Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine is
attending, to press his urgent desire for
more air defenses against the Russian
onslaught.

Mark Rutte, the secretary general of
MATO, is trying to walk a narrow line,
prodding European member states to
pay more for security while making sure
b Trump does not abandon the alli-
ance in the process,

“We will breathe life into the concept
of MATO 3.0: A stronger Europe in a
stronger NATO," he said last week.

But for several vears at least, senior
European officials say, the reality will be
a gradually stronger Europe in a weaker
MATO. There will be fewer American
troops, fewer high-tech American capa-
hilities and doubts that Mr Trump
would come to NATO' aid in all circum-
stances, undermining deterrence.

Radoslaw Sikorski, Poland's foreign
muinister and a former defense minister,
outlined the transformation of MATO af-
ter it was founded in the aftermath of
Waorld War 11
NATLY, PAGE 4

ALLIES TO SHOW THEY ARE SPENDING
Some are making significant progress
on raising their military budgets, as
President Trump has demanded. PAGE 4
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Race 1n
Maine
draws
national
concern

Allegations against
candidate set back
Democrats’ hopes of
flipping Senate seat.

By JUSTINE McDANIEL
AND IRIS KWOK

WASHINGTON — The
campaign of U.S. Senate no-
minee Graham Platner was
buekling in Maine on Tues-
day after he was accused of
rape, injecting uncertainty
into a contest that is central
to determining which party
wins Senate control in
November’'s midterms.

The situation set off swift
debate about how state
Democrats would choose
Platner’s replacement if he
were to withdraw, and which
Maine figures might be best
positioned to play off the
progressive messaging he
used to win over voters.

With Maine viewed by
Democrats as a key seat to
win in their long-shot bid for
a Senate majority, the deci-
sion would be high-stakes,
analysts said. In the mean-
time, with uncertainty
cloudingtherace, the shake-
up could put additional
pressure on the party to win
Senate races in states seen
as more difficult to flip.

Platner has denied the
rape allegation, which came
in a Politico report Monday
from a woman who said Plat-
ner forced her to have sex
with him when he was intoxi-
cated. Platner said Monday
that he would “reflect” on his
candidacy but has not with-
drawn.

“The calculation that al-
maost everyone onthe Demao-
eratic side is making is that
with Platner in it, it is anun-
winnable race,” said John
Cluverius, director of survey
research for the Center for
Public Opinion at UMass
Lowell, “and without Plat-
ner in it, they have a much
better chance.”

An oyster farmer and
Marine veteran, Platner had
entered therace tochallenge
Republican Sen. Susan
Collins as an outsider and
was seen as riding an anti-
establishment wave of sup-
port.

His candidacy high-
lichted the split within his
party between progressives
and establishment Demo-
crats and represented a
matchup between an older
incumbent and a younger
outsider candidate.

By Tuesday afternoon,
Platner's financial backing
was disintegrating and
prominent Democrats had
withdrawn their support —
including Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers (I-Vt.), a key endorser of
Platner’s, who said Tuesday
afternoon that he had told
Platner towithdraw.

A spokesperson for Plat-
ner's campaign did not im-
mediately respond to a re-
quest for comment Tuesday.

Rep. Ro Khanna (D-Fre-
mont}, who had been one of
Platner’s most visible back-
ers, quickly withdrew his en-
dorsement Monday.

[See Maine, AG]
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ALLIES IN ANKARA

PRESIDENTS Trump and Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey meet Tuesday in Ankara, where they are
attending a NATO summit. Turkey wants to regain access to the U.S. F'-35 program. woRLD, A2

Win McMHAMEE Getty Images

Hollywood bets on web content

Last month, veteran Hollywood
producer Roy Lee got three callsin a

single day from executives at three
different studios. Each believed they
had found the next internet-native
short poised to become a Hollywood
blockbuster — an online monster
named Siren Head — and each was
ready to make an offer and wanted
Lee’s help to develop a movie.

The frenzy traces back to the en-
during global box-office runs of two
low-budget horror films, Curry Bark-
er's “Obsession” and Kane Parsons’

“Backrooms,” which have earned
$403 million and $349 million, respec-

tively. Studios have become fixated

on hunting down every short film, in-
ternet meme and indie video game

Amid the box-office
high of ‘Obsession’
and ‘Backrooms,’
studios look online
for untapped talent
and viral material

By Cerys Davies

with the potential to “put something
new and fresh on the screen,” Lee

said.

“In the past, whenever we were
putting toget her movies with the stu-
dios, they would resort to going back
to safer bets with filmmakers who've
made movies before,”
whose L.A.-based horror production
company, Spooky Pictures, secured
three Barker films before “Obses-
sion” hit theaters. “But because of
the [ongoing] success, bosses are go-
ing to their lower-level executives

Lee said,

saying, "You better find the next per-
sonand bring themtous."”

The race for Hollywood to capture

new-age internet intellectual proper-

[See Movies, All]

Support for Israel in the U.S. shrinking

By STEVE PEOPLES
AND LINLEY SANDERS

NEW YORK — After dec-
ades of reliable bipartisan
backing for Israel, a new AP-
NORC poll reveals a drama-
tic erosion of support for the
longtime U.S. ally, with ris-
ing opposition from Demo-
crats and signs of division

among Republicans.

The survey by the Associ-
ated Press-NORC Centerfor
Public Affairs Research ar-
rives at a moment when a
once-consensus foreign pol-
icy issue is increasingly po-
larizing Americans along
partisan and generational
lines, driven by criticism for
Israel's conduct nearly three
yvears after the outbreak of

its latest war with Hamas in
Gaza.

About one-third of U.S.
adults — including roughly
half of Democrats — believe
that Israel has committed
genocide against Palestin-
ians during the war in Gaza,
an accusation that has been
leveled by some human
rights organizations and ve-
hemently denied by Israel

and the U.S. government.
About 2 in 10 Americans say
Israel has not and the rest,
about half, don’'t Eknow
enough to say.

A similar share, 30%, of
Jewish adults say Israel has
committed genocide, al-
though about half, 49%, say
it has not.

Harold Kalmus, a 69-

[See Poll, A6]

A taco empire, a charred body and ICE

Immigration enforcement complicates a grim murder case in L.A.

Mariana Yepez climbed
the ranks of the Los Angeles
street food scene before
building her own taco em-
pire.

A native of Sonora, Mexi-
co, Yepez and her husband
toiled at various food trucks
and restaurants until 2018,
when they launched a series
of stands named after their
daughter: Ricos Tacos Nao-
.
Serving up heaps of fatty
cabeza and sizzling al pas-
tor, it grew to nearly a dozen
locations spanning from
Long Beach to L.A. to the
Antelope Valley, drawing

By James Queally and Brittny Mejia

DMYV threatens to revoke licenses,
cites mysterious testing ‘anomalies’

By CLARA HARTER

Thousands of Califor-
nians have received letters
from the Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles informing them
that irregularities were
found intheirwritten test re-
sults and that they will lose
their licenses unless they re-
take the exam within 30
days.

The letters have left
many Californians scratch-
ing their heads as to what
went wrong and scrambling
to reschedule their tests to

ensure they don't lose the
ability to drive.

“It's a major headache for
people who maybe don't
have reliable transporta-
tion,” Sacramento resident
David Specht said. “A single
parent raising a kid, they
have to take time off work,
they have to get child care. It
just seems like if that's our
system, it isn't really work-
ing forus.”

A spokesperson for the
DMV wrote in an email that
the agency had “identified
anomalies in the results of
certain knowledge tests”

and that as a result about
11,000 people are being noti-
fied that they must retake
the exam.

The spokesperson said
the letters were a result of
the DMV’s regular internal
monitoring process, and did
not respond to questions on
the nature of the irreg-
ularities detected — such as
whether they were sus-
pected to be evidence of
cheating or the result of in-
ternal technical problems.

“Ensuring the integrity of
our testing process is es-

[See DMV, AB]

GINAFERAZZI Loz Angeles Times

RICOS TACOS NAOMI began in 2018, and it grew
to nearly a dozen locations across the Southland.

praise from prominent food
critics.

But now, Yepez sitsin jail
— accused of plotting to kill
one of her employees.

Yepez, 43, and aworker at
Ricos Tacos Naomi are
charged with conspiracy to
commit murder inthe death
of Soledad Lopez, who was
last seen alive around 2 p.m.
on Sept. 7. A second employ-
ee faces murder charges.

Video surveillance
showed the 47-year-old
Lopez leaving work at one of
the taco stands with her co-
worker, Sandra Romo Diaz.

[See Killing, A7)

eles Cimes
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[.abor

allies
split on
tax for
wealthy

[nstead of uniting left,
levy on billionaires
is opposed by some
unions, health groups.

By NICOLE NIXON

SACRAMENTO — For
all the media attention Cali-
fornia’s proposed billionaire
tax has generated nationally
— with some blasting itasa
foolish Left Coast assault on
American enterprise — the
November ballot item has
actually triggered a rift
among progressive labor
unions and Democrats,
groups crucial to the mea-
sure’s Success.

Championed by Califor-
nia’s largest health workers
union, Proposition 40 would
levy a one-time 5% tax on
California’s roughly 200 bil-
lionaires. The measure aims
to backfill Medicaid cuts
signed into law last year by
President Trump, and
would raise an estimated
3100 billion.

Dave Regan, the mea-
sure’s architect and presi-
dent of Service Employvees
International Union-United
Healthcare Workers West,
said the tax was intended to
prevent “the imminent col-
lapse of California’s health-
care system because of the
Trump cuts in the ‘One Big
Beautiful Bill." "

Regan, who has become
well-known for using ballot
measures as leverage in ne-
gotiations with state law-
makers and the healthcare
industry, seemed poised to
channel] public anxiety over
economic affordability, ac-
cess to medical care and
anti-Trump sentiment
when the initiative was an-
nounced last fall.

Today however, the ini-
tiative not only faces heavy
and well-funded opposition
fromthose it aimsto tax, but
also divided support among
groups that traditionally fa-
vor taxes on the wealthy —
labor unions. Both the pow-
erful California Teachers
Assn. and the State Building
and Construction Trades
Council of California have
come out against Pro-
position 40, while Teamsters
California and AFSCME
California support it.

Othersunions have yetto
weigh in, including the Cali-
fornia Federation of Labor
Unions and SEIU California,
a parent organization for
Regan's healthcare worker
union.

Establishment Demo-
crats are also divided. Gov.
Gavin Newsom aggressively
opposed the measure and
sought to negotiate with Re-
gan to remove it from the
ballot beginning last year.
Days before a state deadline
to withdraw ballot measures
in late June, Regan publicly
offered to trim the wealth
tax to 2% over two years, an
offer Newsom quickly re-
jected.

To some close observers,
the offer signaled that Re-
gan may have been looking

[See Wealth tax, A7]

Slew of erimes
linked to India

U.S. prosecutors say
gangsters directed mur-
ders, extortion and drug
trafficking from foreign
jails. CALIFORNIA, Bi

Soarin’ ride
highlights beauty
Disneyland’s patriotic
makeover of the attrac-
tion has national parks

and new smells.
ENTERTAINMENT, E1

Weather

Mostly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 86/65. B6

LA

¢ 5

ALLEN J. BOHABEN Loz Angeles Times

DOWN AND OUT

The U.S. suffers a 4-1 defeat by Belgium in the
World Cup round of 16, but the team hopes the

i tournament run inspired future stars. SPORTS, B10
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CHICAGO TRANSIT
AUTHORITY BOARD

Current

chair part
of mayor’s
nominees

Proposed picks mandated
by state’s transit funding
and reform legislation

By Talia Soglin
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Chicago Mayor Brandon John-
son’s nominees for the reconstituted
Chicago Transit Authority board
include two of the board’s current
members, including its chair,

Johnson's proposed transit board
picks, whicg are subject to City
Council approval, are mandated by
the state’s landmark transit funding
and reform legislation, which took
effectin June.

In addition to raising upward of
$1 billion a year for public transit,
the law requires a shake-up of the
boards that govern the CTA, Metra
and Pace. The bill creates a new
regional transit oversight body, the
Northern Illinois Transit Author-
ity, which is intended to be a more
powerful version of the soon-to-
be-defunct Regional Transporta-
tion Authority,

All current board members’
terms expire on Sept. 1, when their
replacements are expected to be
seated.

But board members are allowed
to be reappointed, and the majority
of the mayor’s picks already sit on
one of the region’s transit boards.

The mayor’s nominees for the
reconstituted CTA board include
the board’s current chair, Lester
Barclay, an attorney who was
originally appointed to the board
by then-Mayor Lori Lightfoot. If
approved by aldermen, Barclay
would serve on both the CTA and
NITA boards.

Barclay has previously criticized
aspects of the new transit legislation
— namely the increased oversight
authority it gives to NITA.

See TRANSIT on Page AZ

Grace Gumbiner and Sam Gainer outside their soon-to-be new home in a multiunit building in the 1700 block of North Damen Avenue on
June 30 in Chicago. The engaged couple started looking to buy their first home in February. JOHN 1. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

‘Demand is insatiable’

Summer homebuying season heats up, with packed open houses and offers above asking price

By S. Sorrina Beecher
FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

To paint a picture of the Chica-
go-area housing market, visit an
open house and look for the pile
of shoes at the front door. That’s
where potential buyers — who
frequently remove their shoes
before walking through the home
— start sizing up the competition.

Real estate agents and brokers
say the Chicagoland market
continues to be defined by intense
buyer demand for a limited
number of homes for sale. It’s a
market where homes are some-

times listed and then sold within

days, if not hours, and where
potential buyers often need to
make offers that are above the
;ﬂ:ing price in order to be success-

Tommy Choi, co-founder
and realtor at Keller Williams
ONEChicago, says the Chicago
housing market was unusually
“agoressive,” in the first half of
the year. And agents say home
prices — and competition — are
expected to heat up even further
this summer.

While the national housing
market shows signs of cooling,
the Chicago area, by all accounts,
appears to be defying gravity.

“The Chicago narrative is
pretty different from what we're
hearing from around the country,
in places like Florida or Arizona,”
says David Bracy, vice president at
Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-
vices Chicago, attributing the
region’s extreme seller’s market
to simple laws of supply and
demand. “(There are) 20 to 40
people coming through an Open
House. The amount of demand is
insatiable”

First-time homebuyers Sam
Gainer and his fiancee Grace
Gumbiner, both 29, say they were
unprepared for the cutthroat
nature of Chicago real estate, The

couple jumped into the market
to escape the rental cycle before
turning 30, and to avoid the yearly
rental increases that nearly priced
them out of their beloved neigh-
borhood of Bucktown.

“We went to nearly 25 open
houses,” Gainer explained, adding
that they temporarily paused their
search to reassesstheirbudgetand
approach. “It was a very intimi-
dating process. You would walk
in and there would be 80 pairs of
shoes at the front door, and then
three or four offers by the end of
the day”

See MARKET on Page AS

Aramp leading into the Deep Tunnel water reservoir north of the Thornton Quarry is partially submersed
Monday following a rainy June and early July. STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Nearly full Thornton reservoir brings
sewage stink and increased flood risk

By Evy Lewis
and Olivia Stevens
DAILY SOUTHTOWN

With the Thornton Compos-
ite Reservoir near capacity for
the first time in its history, south
suburban residents are fearful of
more flooding and some are sick-
ened by the stench of sewage.

After the round of pouring rain
that swept the suburbs over the
weekend, the Thornton Compos-
ite Reservoir reached 94% capac-
ity, the fullest it has been since

according to the Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District of
Greater Chicago.

As of 10:15 a.m. Tuesday, the
water level had receded slightly
trom that high to 93% capacity, or
7.3 billion gallons, according to the
district’s website. The highest the
reservoir has ever been before was
in 2019, when it hit 54.5% capacity.

With billions of gallons of
sewer water sitting open to the
air, nearby residents have to deal
with the stench.

“Tt smells,” said Thornton

pretty horrific.”

Ddors from the reservoir have
been along-standing issue for resi-
dents of Thornton, though Kitakis
said the issue is particularly severe
with the reservoir so full.

“The stench is putrid, and it
affects all facets of life because it
smells so terrible,” Kitakis said. “I
wish there was Smell-0O-Vision so
I could send a sample your way
becauseit's, it’s awful.”

The water reclamation district
has taken some measures to

More Dems demand
Platner quit campalgn

Plckmg a successor
in Maine’s Senate race
could divide the party

By Kimberlee Kruesi
and Patrick Whittle
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORTLAND, Maine — Sen.
Bernie Sanders on Tuesday
became the latest and most nota-
ble lawmaker to pull support for
Maine Democratic U.S. Senate
nominee Graham Platner follow-
ing an allegation of sexual assault,
adding to a chorus of calls for
him to step aside as party leaders
scramble to determine the next
steps.

Sanders, a Vermont indepen-
dent who caucuses with Demo-
crats, has long backed Platner
in the high-stakes race against
Republican Sen. Susan Collins,
but he said in a statement that he
spoke with the candidate and “in
light of these very serious allega-
tions, I have recommended that he
step aside.”

THEY DON'T KNOW

Democratic U.5. Senate
candidate Graham Platner speaks
during a primary election night
watch party on June 9 in Blue Hill,
Maine. ROBERT F. BUKATY/AP

Platner, who denies the allega-
tion, has not heeded the calls to
resign. Inst-::acl, he posted a video
M{mday saying he was consider-
ing the next steps for his campaign
while canceling town hall events.

Platner posted the video after
reports that a woman who previ-
ously dated the first-time candi-
date said he drunkenly forced her

See PLATNER on Page AS

INSIDE

US strikes Iran after cargo ships hit

The U.S. military

launched new strikes

against Iran early Wednesday,

hours after three merchant ships were struck in the Strait of
Hormuz, threatening the interim deal to end the fighting between
the two nations. Nation & World, Page B4

& Still living the dream’

10 years later, former Cubs star Willson Contreras still
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Indian gang leader, associate face

U.S. charges tied to N

ijjar

killing

Prosecutors allege Lawrence Bishnoi, deputy ‘ordered the assassination’ of Sikh separatist in B.C.

STEVEN CHASE OTTAWA
MIKE HAGER VANCOUVER

The leader of the India-based Bishnoi
gang and his alleged North American lieu-
tenant face criminal charges from U.S.
prosecutors in connection with the 2023
slaying of Canadian Sikh separatist activ-
ist Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

An indictment filed in U.S. court July 1
and unsealed Tuesday alleges gang leader
Lawrence Bishnoi and his alleged North
American deputy Satinderjeet Singh, also
known as Goldy Brar, “ordered the assas-
sination” of Mr. Nijjar on June 18, 2023, at
his gurdwara in Surrey, B.C.

The indictment was part of a larger in-
vestigation revealed Tuesday in Los An-
geles by U.S. authorities and the head of
the RCMP in which they said a total of 37

defendants - including Mr. Bishnoi and
Mr. Singh - had been charged across three
unsealed indictments targeting three sep-
arate transnational gangs.

Mr. Bishnoi’s alleged role in the assassi-
nation has been reported before, but this
is the first time it has been outlined in
official charges.

Mr. Nijjar is referred to as “H.S.N.” in
the U.S. federal grand jury charging docu-
ment, which also states Mr. Bishnoi pro-
vided four unnamed co-conspirators with
a photograph of the prominent Sikh sep-
aratist and multiple addresses to help fa-
cilitate the Killing.

Mr. Bishnoi and Mr. Singh, his child-
hood friend, who authorities say remains
a fugitive in the United States, are charged
with racketeering. One of the “overt acts”
prosecutors cite in connection with this is
their alleged role in arranging the murder

of Mr. Nijjar. Other charges include extor-
tion - extracting money through threats
of violence - as well as drug trafficking.

Mr. Bishnoi has been imprisoned in

India for more than a decade. U.S. officials
said they are seeking his extradition to
the United States. They are also seeking
extradition for several other people
named in the indictments who are jailed
in India.

“Some of these guys are already in jail

cells in India, so obviously that’s not
enough to restrain their activities,” Bill Es-
sayli, First Assistant U.S. Attorney for the
Central District of California, said at a
news conference in Los Angeles on Tues-
day. “When they come to a federal peni-
tentiary here, in the United States, I guar-
antee you he won’t be extorting any more
victims,”

BISHNOI, A7

OUR CUP RUNNETH OVER

As the final whistle blows in Canada, the country begins
to take stock of the tournament’s costs — and its legacy » as

Colombia supporters march through Vancouver before a match against Switzerland on Tuesday. Switzerland
will move to the quarterfinals after winning the game on penalties. TIMOTHY MATWEY/THE CANADIAN PRESS

2026 WORLD CUP

More countries back global defence bank,
but major powers remain on sidelines

PIPPA NORMAN
INNOVATION REPORTER

Nine countries are now supporting a new
Canada-led multinational defence bank.
But major partners such as Germany and
Britain are still absent, with the latter sug-
gesting instead that Canada merge the
bank with its own parallel initiative.

The Defence, Security and Resilience
Bank, or DSRB, is a financial institution
being established by a collective of coun-
tries that includes NATO members and
their Indo-Pacific allies.

Albania, Belgium, Greece, Latvia, Tur-
key and Ukraine announced their support
for the DSRB at the NATO summit in Tur-
key on Tuesday. They join Canada, Lux-
embourg and Romania - countries that
previously declared their interest - in for-

mally establishing the institution, which
aims to provide long-term, low-cost fi-
nancing for defence projects by its mem-
ber countries.

“We commit to providing the leader-
ship required to advance the creation of
the DSRB with the urgency demanded by
the current geopolitical context, to enable
the Bank to commence operations as
early as 2027," the leaders of the nine
countries said in a jointly written state-
ment.

Countries all over the world are work-
ing to increase their defence spending and
build up their industrial bases, spurred by
rising geopolitical tension and pressure
from the United States to become less re-
liant on it as a major military power. NA-
TO allies, more specifically, have commit-
ted to increasing their defence spending
to 5 per cent of GDP by 203s.

The Globe and Mail first reported in

April that Canada had been chosen as the
host country for the bank, meaning its
headquarters will land in the country.
Since then, Prime Minister Mark Camey
has been heavily campaigning for the in-
stitution and its benefits in meetings with
other world leaders.

He's been successful, to some extent,

given that the bank now has several Eu-
ropean countries on board, including Lux-
embourg, which is known for its financial
sector.

But other major powers, such as Ger-

many and Britain, remain absent from the
list of founding countries,
questions about whether the bank can
truly scale to the size of similar institu-
tions, such as the World Bank or the Eu-
ropean Investment Bank.

! DEFENCE BANK, A7

provoking

carney scraps
Trudeau-era
Senate policy
as he appoints
aide, Tory MP

STEPHANIE LEVITZ
SENIOR REPORTER

UTTAWA

Prime Minister Mark Carney offi-
cially abandoned a previous Lib-
eral commitment to non-partisan
Senate appointments Tuesday,
naming a veteran Liberal strate-
gist and a Conservative MP to the
chamber as part of a plan to get its
membership morein line with his
agenda.

The appointment of Richard
Martel, who has served as a Que-
bec Conservative MP since 2018,
places additional pressure on
Conservative Leader Pierre Poi-
lievre, who has now lost five of his
MPs in the past nine months. And
the arrival of the strategist, Tom
Pitfield, who was Mr. Carney’s
principal secretary, puts a Liberal
operative in arealm of Parliament
where Mr. Carney's predecessor
had explicitly sought to lighten
the party’s footprint.

Mr. Martel and Mr. Pitfield will
sit as independent senators, as
will the others appointed Tues-
day: New Brunswick’s Dr. Rodney
Ouellette, and Manitoba's Geeta
Tucker, a corporate executive.

The appointments are Mr. Car-
ney's first since becoming Prime
Minister. He framed them as an
effort to modernize the appoint-
ment process and ensure Can-
ada’sinstitutions are ready todeal
with today’s challenges.

He said he is ending the previ-
ous practice, instituted by former
prime minister Justin Trudeau, of
listing “non-partisanship” as an
official criterion for Senate ap-
pointments.

Mr. Carney said doing so recog-
nizes that people who serve in
elected office or other partisan
roles know the governing and leg-
islative process, which he said will
make the Senate more effective.

He added that going forward,
he’ll also be looking to the inde-
pendent advisory board for Sen-
ate appointments to recommend
candidates with expertise in files
such as strategic industries, regu-
latory reform, and emerging so-
cial and economic issues.

CAUCUS, AS

JAIMI JOY/REUTERS
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U.S. renews attacks

on Iran after tankers
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Sisters symbols of freedom
in brutal, emboldened Iran

COURTESY BAHAT COMMUNITY OF CANADA

Sisters Mandana, left, and Mahsa Sotoudeh, who are members of the Baha'i community, were released last week after
three months of imprisonment by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps without charge or explanation.

Albertas
referendum
a yes across
(anada: poll

More power
over justice,
mmmigration

Masony K0oSSAK

Put to Canadians outside Al-
berta, nine of the province's
upcoming referendum ques-
tions draw as much support
as they do at home, a new poll
suggests, and often more.

However, Jack Jedwab,
president of the Association
for Canadian Studies, puts
the strong support for the ref-
erendum questions down to
the wording, not necessarily a
national appetite for the poli-
cies. The finding “says less
about a broad national desire
to remake the federation than
about the way the questions are
framed,” he said in an email.

Albertans vote Oct. 19 on 10
referendum questions. Nine
of them cover immigration,
election rules and the prov-
ince’s place in the federation.
These questions were put to
Canadians in a new Leger poll
commissioned by the Associ-
ation for Canadian Studies.
The tenth referendum ques-
tion, which asks whether the
government should begin the
legal process toward a binding
vote on separating from Can-
ada, was not tested.

The immigration question
asks whether Alberta should
take more control over immi-
gration to cut it to more sustain-
able levels, prioritize economic
migrants and give its residents
first priority for new jobs.

See REFERENDUM on A2

PERSECUTION OF PACIFIST
FAITH GROUP HAS WORSENED
SINCE ANTI-REGIME PROTESTS,

START OF WAR WITH U.S., ISRAEL

TeErrY GLAVIN

andana and Mahsa Sotoudeh are free now.
That’s the good news. It's bittersweet, all

the same.

Last Wednesday morning, without any explana-
tion, Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps’ in-
telligence forces released 38-year-old Mandana and
her 25-year-old sister Mahsa, allowing them to re-
turn to their homes in Shiraz. The IRGC had arrested
and imprisoned the sisters three months earlier, also

without any explanation.

Mandana and Mahsa were never charged with
anything, and their story is typical of the predica-
ment endured by Iran’s long-tormented Baha'i min-
ority, which has only worsened since last summer’s
12-day war with Israel. The Baha'i International
Community has documented several hundred simi-

lar cases since last June.

The persecution went into high gear during the
anti-regime protests that began last December,
which resulted in the deaths of perhaps 30,000 pro-
testers. The arbitrary arrests have intensified since
the U.S.-Israeli war began in February.

See GLAVIN on A9

Liberals stymie
ethics debate
over (arney
condo bailout

JorpAN GOWLING

Liberal members of the House
ethics committee shut down
debate over an Opposition mo-
tion to investigate the Carney
government’s controversial
plan to purchase thousands of
unsold B.C. condos from de-
velopers.

An “emergency” meeting
was called by the Conserva-
tives during the summer re-
cess on Tuesday to launch an
ethics probe into the program,
which would see Build Canada
Homes and BC Housing part-
ner to convert 2,200 unsold
condo units in the province
into affordable housing. The
plan, announced unexpect-
edly, has received significant
criticism from housing advo-
cates and opposition parties,
who have called it a “bail out”
for developers that made bad
calls speculating on rising real
estate prices.

See ETHICS on A4

Judge exempts deaf man
from Criminal Code

JAMIE SARKONAK
Comment

Last week, Alberta's top court
ruled that a deaf man who never
learned to communicate can’t
be tried for sex crimes, or even
assessed for mental fitness to
stand trial, because it would
violate his Charter rights. This
means the man is functionally

exempt from the Criminal Code,
and is thus free to rape and even
murder if he so wishes.

At the very least, the average
Albertan isn’t likely to run into
Kendall Longelaws. He grew up
on an isolated farm with seven
siblings and continues to live
there, in his 30s, with his par-
ents. He doesn’t leave the prop-
erty without them. He’s deaf.
He can't read, understand a cal-

endar, or use a phone. The only
word he can speak is “brother”;
he can also write his name, play
video games, and use grunts and
rudimentary gestures that relate
to his daily life, like “ves.” “sorry,”
and riding horses. Beyond
that, his family never taught him
how to communicate.

Brief attempts at school and
tutoring when he was a child
went nowhere. He knows what
“mom” means, but he lacks the
ability to understand society’s
institutions, including courts
and justice.

See SARKONAK on A8

ARRESTS IN
CANADATIED
TO INDIAN
CRIME WAVE

NLIIAR ASSASSINATION

Bishnoi Gang
accused in killings,
arsons, extortions

JESSE SNYDER

Canadian, U.S. and European
authorities have arrested 24
suspects connected to three
separate Indian crime groups,
part of a widening crackdown
on a transnational crime wave
that has caused a ripple of
murders, arsons and extor-
tions across several major Can-
adian cities.

Three of the 24 suspects
were arrested in Canada, ac-
cording to a statements issued
by the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice and the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police. Canadian
and U.S. authorities allege
that many of the suspects are
known associates of the Bish-
noi gang, a criminal syndicate
run by India’s Lawrence Bish-
noi, which operates a growing
network focused around urban
clusters in greater Vancouver,
Toronto and Edmonton.

Another 13 suspects were
arrested in the U.S. and one in
Spain. Seven suspects had al-
ready been in custody before
police publicized the arrests.

U.S. authorities unsealed
three indictments on Tuesday
against 37 suspects, including
three major crime ring bosses
based in India. Bishnoi is one,
and the other two — Ravinder
Dhanda and Jaggu Bhagwan-
puria — are also known Indian
drug and crime Kingpins.

As part of the joint oper-
ation, police say they are also
looking for 10 fugitives cur-
rently at large in the U.S., India
and Europe, according to the
U.S. Attorney’s Office state-
ment.

Neither the Department of
Justice nor the RCMP direct-
ly named the Canadian sus-
pects in its press releases. The
RCMP arrested the three sus-
pects in Surrey, West Vancou-
ver and White Rock, B.C., and
will now apply to have the trio
extradited to the U.S,

“Together, we disrupted the
operations of organized crim-
inals who used murder, cruelty
and fear to extort and control
people in both Canada and the
United States,” RCMP Com-
missioner Mike Duheme said
in a statement.

See ARRESTS on A2
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Auger-Aliassime falls short to
Djokovic in five-set thriller A13

COURTS

"Iragic event

Man not criminally responsible
for fatal stabbing at shelter A3
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Targeted
jail official
accused of
abusing
inmates

at work

Corrections worker
denies allegations
C gﬂjnSt th

BRENDAN KENNEDY
INVESTIGATIVE REFORTER

JIM RANKIN
STAFF REPORTER

The Toronto jail official targeted in
the botched assassination that
sparked the Project South investi-
gation into police corruption is be-
ing accused of overseeing abusive
practices against inmates, includ-
ing “gratuitous aggression” and
forced bowel movements as guards
watched.

The allegations were made by four
current or former inmates of the

Toronto South Detention Centre
claiming their rights were trampled
by correctional officers.

The jail official, who cannot be
identified due to a publication ban,
has denied all of the abuse allega-
tions against him in an affidavit fil-
ed with the court.

“l pride myself on my integrity
and commitment to my profession
and the oath I swore as a peace
officer,” he wrote.

The official’s statement marks his
first public comments since the at-

tack on his home was described as
part of the shocking Project South
arrests in February.

Investigators have identified the
official’s strict enforcement as a po-
tential motive for why he was tar-
geted. However, arguments filed in
an ongoing court case for one of the
inmates present starkly divergent
portraits of the official’s conduct.

In his own words, he is a proce-
dure-following workhorse who ad-
heres to all policies, never swears
and treats inmates with respect.

By the inmates’ telling, he is a
ruthless tyrant who threatens in-
mates and regularly subjects them
to degrading treatment.

One of those inmates, Joshua
James Malcolm-Evans, has already
pleaded guilty to the charges
against him of trafficking guns.

SEE OFFICIAL A7

Going out a legend

Lowry returns on a one-day contract to officially retire as a Raptor Al2
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ANDREW FRANCIS WALLACE/TORONTO STAR
Six-time NBA all-star Kyle Lowry takes a video call from fellow Raptors great Vince Carter during a news conference Tuesday.

FEDERAL POLITICS

Carney revives partisan
Senate appointments

Liberal strategist, Tory MP head to Red Chamber

ALEX BALLINGALL
DEPUTY OTTAWA BUREAU CHIEF

OTTAWA Inaclearbreakwith his
predecessor, Prime Minister Mark
Carney 1s resuming the practice of
partisan Senate appointments,
naming a prominent Liberal from
his own office and a Conservative
MP to the Senate as part of his first
placements to the Red Chamber
since taking office last year.

In a move announced Tuesday,

Carney filled four vacancies in the
Senate that was transformed under

Justin Trudeau, who created a
process that was supposed to end

the tradition of partisan appoint-
ments by the government of the
day, in part by removing all Liberal-
named senators from the party’s
caucus.

In a statement, Carney’s office
said it would remove “nonpartisan-
ship” criteria from the Senate ap-
pointment process, claiming party
loyalists with knowledge of govern-
ment and the legislative process
will make for a stronger chamber.

The previous process, established
under Trudeau, required candi-
dates assessed by an advisory board
to show they could operate in a way

SEE SENATE A7

Ford and Smith's pipeline plan is
a costly gimmick we should ignore

.} ADAM
" RADWANSKI

OPINION

Just how nonsensical does a pitch
for a new oil pipeline have to be, in
the current political climate, to be
rejected out of hand?

Courtesy of Doug Ford and Da-
nielle Smith, we're about to find

out.
This week’s proposal by the two
premiers to build a 3,300-kilo-

metre route to Ontario from Alber-
ta is, at the outset, not being taken
very seriously even by many of the
people who were pushing for the
new west-coast pipeline tentatively
announced a few days earlier.

You can see that in the muted and
in some cases overtly skeptical re-
sponses from the oil industry itself,
even amid a Calgary Stampede
that’s verging on being a fossil-fuel
pep rally.

You can see it, too, in the tepid
reaction from a federal govern-
ment that has otherwise embraced
new oil-and-gas infrastructure as

both a national unity and an eco-
nomic sovereignty play.

Energy Minister Tim Hodgson’s
office has been offering a statement
saying Ottawa will review addition-
al information provided by the two
provinces, but stressing that the
more advanced west-coast plan “is
our priority at this time.”

You'd like to think that will be the
end of it. And on merit, it absolutely
should be.

We already have one new pipeline
moving forward with a business
case too shaky for the private sector
SEE PIPELINE A4

Prime
minister
filled four
vacancies in
upper house
that was
previously
transformed
under Justin
Trudeau
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on prison
crime ring

PETER EDWARDS
STAFF REPORTER

Three arrests have been made in
Canada as part of a sweeping in-
ternational crackdown on an orga-
nized crime group — one US. au-
thorities say was linked to the kill-
ing of a B.C. Sikh activist, a crime
that sparked an international up-

roar.
The Lawrence Bishnoi group was

hit with a combined 24 arrests dur-
ing what officials called “Operation
Hard Ball,” based in Canada, the
US. and Europe, authorities an-
nounced on Tuesday.

Some of the alleged crimes in-
volved shipping drugs into Ontario.
The RCMP and the Canada Border
Services Agency have identified
Peel region alongside B.C. as pri-
mary hubs for Bishnoi’s violence.

The Bishnoi gang funded its activ-
ities through drug traffickingand in
November 2024, Bishnoi and his
alleged lieutenant Satinderjeet
Singh, also known as Goldy Brar,
oversaw the transportation of 49
kilograms of cocaine that was in-
tercepted in California and was in-
tended to be sent to Canada.

Eleven people, meanwhile, were
charged in relation to an operation
that allegedly smuggled hundreds
SEE CRACKDOWN, Aé
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2031, DEGLARAGION

DE ROGHA MOYA

—PEDRO VILLA Y CANA naclon@eluniversal conm mx

Por poner en riesgo lineas de investigacion y entorpecer el caso, la
FGR reservo por cinco anos el cuestionario que le hizo en mayo
pasado al gobernador con licencia de Sinaloa Rubén Rocha Moya
por sus presuntos nexos con el narcotrafico, como acusa EU. En

una solicitud de informacion de EL UNIVERSAL, la fiscalia

respondio que sera en 2031 cuando se conozcan los detalles del

interrogatorio que le hicieron. e Nacién A6

Mexico, de nuevo e
principal socio de EU
DEI0 SUfre por autos

—IVETTE SALDANA

—mard.caldana@eluniversal. com.mx

® Meéxico exportod hacia
EU mercancias por 54
milmddenmayoyesla
mayor cifra desde que
hay registro en el Depar-
tamento de Comercio.

El pais también impor-
t6 desde la Union Ameri-
cana productos por 33
mil mdd y lidera como
socio comercial de EU.
Sin embargo, las exporta-
ciones de autos sufrieron
una caida de 9.2% en ju-
nio y fue la peor del ano.

17%

DELOS
QUE IMPO EU

durante mayo pasado los

fabricaron empresas do vy exportaron

establecidas en Mexico. 300 mil, indican
® Economia A20 datosdel Inegi.

e El dato

Las armadoras
en México pro-
dujeron 354 mil
vehiculos lige-
ros el mes pasa-

Obras en
Tlalpan, ni

en tiempo
extra

® A 26 dias del inicio
del Mundial, las obras
para terminar el Jar-
din Flotante y los pa-
s0s peatonales a des-
nivel continuan sobre
Tlalpan. Se tenia pre-
visto tenerlas listas

parael arranque. @
Metropoli A16

Detienen al exdirector de

Pemex VICtor Rodriguez

~DANIELA WACHAUF Y JUSTINO MIRANDA
Reportera y corresponsal
—pacion@eluniversal com.mx

@ Victor Rodriguez, exdirector de Pemex, fue de-
tenido en la alcaldia Benito Juarez de la Ciudad de
Meéxico, en colaboracion con autoridades de More-
los, por el delito de violencia familiar. El exfuncio-
nario seria trasladado a ese estado durante la ma-

drugada de este miércoles. ® Nacién A2

®El dato
El Comite de
Transparencia
de la FGR con-
firma la clasifi-
cacion por cinco
anos de la infor-
macion que le
fue requerida.

Ken Salazar, del
gderecho de picaporte
al purgatorio de la 41

—PEDRO VILLA Y CANA Y EDUARDO DINA
—nacion@eluniversal.com.mx

Despues de seruno de los personajes mas cercanos al
expresidente Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador, Ken Sa-
lazar, exembajador de EU en México, pasd de entrar
hasta dos veces por dia y visitar mas de S0 ocasiones
Palacio Nacional y acompanarlo fines de semana
completos agiras porlosestados aser repudiado v ta-
chado de mentiroso por el gobierno federal. La presi-
denta Claudia Sheinbaum cuestionosi Salazarmintio
sobre la participacion de agencias estadounidenses
enlacapturayenvioa EUde Ismael ElMayoZambada
el 25 de julio de 2024,

CLAUDIA SHEINBAUM PARDO
Presidenta de México

“[ Tras la exhibicion
del avion donde se
traslado a El Mayo | la
pregunta es: (...)
;mintio el embajador
Ken Salazar?”

® Nacién A4

ICE mata a un
Mexicano en
HOUSIoN

® Houston.— Un agente
del Servicio de Inmigracion
y Control de Aduanas de
Estados Unidos (ICE, por
sus siglas en inglés) maté al
mexicano Lorenzo Salgado
Araujo en Houston y alego
que éste intentd embestirlo
con su vehiculo cuando
iban a arrestarlo por ser un
indocumentadao.

La organizacion LULAC
exigid una investigacion in-
dependiente, mientras que
Ronaldo Salgado, hijo del fa-
llecido, dijo que su padre
“nomereciaesto”. Agencias

17

MIGRANTES

han muerto bajo custodia del ICE en

lo que vade 2026; ademas, |la

agencia hamatado a tiros al menos a

8 personas en el gobierno de Trumgp.
® Mundo Al2

LIS CAAACHO EL UNRERSAL
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Lejos de los reflectores

politicos, el panista
Ricardo Anaya
se dedica
a su otra pasion:
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de pilotos.
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Con gran actuacion de
Messi, gol y asistencia,
Argentina remonto un
2-0 en 15 minutos para

derrotar a Egipto y

africanos acusan un
tanto mal anulado y

Alega SRE que podria ‘afectar intercambio’ bilateral

Blinda la 4T a Rocha;
pacan reportes de EU

Reservan por 5 anos
la informacion entre
México y Washington
sobre ex Gobernador

MAYLER SLIIUAM

La Secretaria de Relaciones
Exteriores (SRE) reservo por
cinco anos toda la documen-
tacion relacionada con las co-
MUMICACIONES entre MeExico y
Estados Unidos sobre las acu-
saciones de presuntos vin-
culos con el narcotrahico del
Gobermador con licencia de
Sinaloa, ¢l morenista Ruben
Rocha Moya, v del senador
Enrique Inzunza Cazares,
tambien de Morena

En respuesta a una solici-
tud de transparencia, la Can-
cilleria argumentd que hacer
piiblica esa informacion po-
dria “afectar la confianza y
confidencialidad necesarias
para ¢ intercambio de infor-
macion entre autoridades de
ambos paises”,

“La divalgacion de esta
imformaciom podria menos-
cabar Ia conduccion de las
rebaciones internacionales del
Estado mexicano, al revelar
elementos sensibles de los
mecanismos de cooperacion,
andlisis de informacion, es-
trategias de coordinacion in-
tergubernamental y conside-
raciones para la conduccion
de la interdocucion diploma-
tica entre México v Estados
Unidos,

“Dicha informacion re-
quiere ser clasificada como
reservada por un término de
cineo anos”, resohid,

En abnil pasado, la Fisca-
lia de Nueva York hizo pa-
blicas las acusaciones contri
una decena de ex funciona-
rios de Sinaloa por presuntos
vinculos con el prupo delicti-
vo “Los Chapitos™.

Entre ellos figuran Rocha
Moya v el senador Inzunza,

-

¥ Ruben Rocha Moya

quien no ha solicitado licen-
¢ia a su escano en la Cimara
altn v, tras la congelacion de
sus cuentas bancarias, cobra
su dieta Jegslativa mediante
un cheque,

En mavo pasado se soli-
cito ala U nidad de Transpa:
rencia de la Cancilleria hacer
publicos “todos los oficios,
comunicaciones diplomati-
eas, solicitudes de asistencia
juridica internacional, notas
verbales, comreos institucio-
nales ¥ minutas”™ intercam-
bixlos entre México v Esta-
dos Unidos relacionados con
Rocha Mova ¢ Inzunez,

La Unidad de Transpa-
rencia resolvio que divulgir
esa informacion “podria afec-
tar la confianza v confiden-
cialidad necesarias para el
imtercambio de informacion
entre autoridades de ambos
paises, ¢ incidir negativamen-
te en la eficacia de los cana-
les institucionales de coordi-
nacion establecidos para la
atencion de asuntos de inte-
res estrtégico comun™.

La Presidenta Claudia
Shemnbaum ha retterado en
diversas ocasiones que su
Gobiemo solicitari a Estados
Umidos las pruebas que sus-
tenten ks aqusaciones contra
los ex funcionarios sinaloen-
ses. También ha defendido
que la cooperacion hilateral
en materia de segunidad de-
be desarrollarse con respetoa
la soberania de ambos paises,

Y exige Sheinbaum
Informe sobre ‘El Mayo’

MNATALIA VITELA
Y CLALCIA GLERRERD

————

La Cancilleria solicitard a
In FGR que se revise la po-
sible comision de delito v
pedira directamente al FBI
informacion sobre el avion
utilizado en el traskado de
Ismael “El Mayo™ Zamba-
da, que hoy se exhibe en
Nuevo México como un
trofeo de esa agencia, in-
torma ayer la Presidenta
Claudia Sheinbaum.

La Mandataria recordd
en la conferencia matuti-
na gue, tras el raslado a
EU de Zambada, por parte
de Joagquin Guzmdn Lopez,
hijo de “El Chapo", en ju-
liode 2024, ¢l Gobierno de
México pidic a Washing-
ton aclarar si alguna agen-
cia cstdounidense partict-
PO en la operacion, que la
FGR ha investigado como
secuestro,

“La réspudsta por parte
del Embajador Ken Salazar,
pablica v de manera diree-

m, fue que no habia habi-
do ninguna participacion
de minguna agencia de los
Estados Unidos™, senald en
Palacio Nacional.

“Sin embargo, en dias
recientes supimos, a tra-
vés de una nota periodis-
tica, que el avion en el que
arriban estas dos perso-
nas, miembros de la delin-
cuencia organizada, esta
expuesto en una feria en
doncde ¢l FBI s¢ atnibuye
este operativo”,

Todo parece indicar, de
acuerdo con esa informa-
cion, que el Embajador de
EU mintio, agrego.

La Presidenta sefalo
que una eventual fakedad
de Salazar tendria implica-
ciones para la relacion bila-
teral v adelantd que la FGR
deberd determinar hasta
donde puede Begar su ju-
risdiccion para esclarecer
este ¢caso, en el que se ad-
vierten posibles violaciones
a leyes nacionales e inter-
nacionales.

EMINTIO SALAZAR?’

La Presidenta Clausa Shein-
baum practicamente acusod & ex
Embajador de EU, Ken Salazar,
de haber mentido al aseguras
que no habian participadd agen-
bes che os0 pais on b caplura de
lsmadl “El Mayo™ Zambada
“L0ukin miente?, Lauiktn
malic?, émnbid of Embasadon
Ken Saazar? Bl lema és, amine-
1357 Hasta ahora parece que si ¢
nos degron mentras al Gobeer-
no de M&aco”™, sef\ald ayer enfa
conderencia mananera

Reactivan los ataques entre EUalran

VE'\! LAS

TEHERAN.- Las Fuerzas Ar-
madas de Estados Unidos
bombardearon decenas de
objetivos en Trin, horas des-
puds de acusar a Teherian de
atacar tres bugues mercan-
tes en ¢l Estrecho de Ormue.

segun medios estatales
iranies, s¢ escucharon deto-
naciones en Bandar Abbas,
Qeshm y Sirik. El precio del
crudo ssmentd ms de 2 por
ciento, por encima de los 76
dolares por barril.

L2 ofensiva fue parte de
los esfuerzos estadouniden-
ses que inchaveron ¢l retiro
de los permisos para la venta
abierta de petroleo de lﬁll en
el mercado munsdial, ¢l cual
Washington habia otorgado
hace unas semanas tras la
firma del memordindum de
entendimiento entre ambas

UL

610972000016

VLaciudad de Bandar Abbas, en lrdn, fue atacada ayer.

MACIONCS,

Tras ¢l bombardeo, Irin
advirtio a EU que “tomara las
medidas que considere ne-
cesanas”, incrementando el
riesgo de que se venga aba-
jo el acuendo provisional pa-
ra frenar los combates v au-
mentando la amenaza de un
conflicto mis amplio en Me-

dio Onente.

En un mensyge en X, o
Comando Central estadou-
nidense informo que akcanza-
ron 80 obpetives que incluven
sistemas de defensa adrea, ra-
dares v mis de &0 pegueias
embarcaciones utilizadas por
la Guardia Revolucionana

“El Ejército estadount-

dense sigue en posicion y
preparado para exigir cuen-
tas a Iran aaando no se res-
pete u obedezea el acuerdo™,
amennzo,

Poco despuds, las siremas
de alertas de misiles se activa-
ron en Bahréin, gue albeng a
ka quinta flotilla de la Marina
de EU. Kuwait ambién infor-
mo que sus defensas adreas
estaban operamdo para inter-
ceptar provectiles entrantes,

El presidente del Parda.
mento ran y prancipal ne-
gociador del pais con Wa-
shington, Mohammad Bag-
her Ghalibaf, advirtio que ¢
restablecimiento de las san-
ciones petroleras, los ataques
contra ¢l sur de Iran v Ia per-
sistente agresion isracli en Li-
bano constituyen graves vio-
laciones del memonindum
de entendimiento,

“Laerade la intimidacion
v la extorsion ha terminado.
No conduce a ninguna parte.
Nosotros no nos doblegmos”™,
escnbio en su cuenta de X

avanzar a Cuartos. Los

un penal no marcado.

e

ARGENTINA EGRTO

La playera de Ia

Seleccion Mexicana
se convirtio en la mas
vendida de toda la Copa

del Mundo con 5 millones,

por encima de la de
Alemania (3.5 millones) o

Argentina (2.7). CANCHA

CAPTURAN POR GOLPIZA
A EX DIRECTOR DE PEMEX

L3 agresion ¢ Victor Rodriguez fue exhibidaenun videod

(124.). Ayer fue detenido enla

"“Fl' Ot/ STAFF
Victor Rodnguez Padda, ex di-
rector general de Pemex, fue
Aoetenacio dyer por IoNGad
famidiar én 3gravio de su esposa.
Maria Feica Jimdnez Martingz,
Y S0rd PreSentadd SMe un pez
02 CONIoE en Morsios

La caphura OCumo a las
17:32 horas en la Colona Narvar-
te, de la Ciudad de México, don-
de agentes de las Fiscabas capi
t&ana y morelense cumpbmen-
taron una orden de aprehension

D¢ acuerdo Con el Rigstro
Nacional de Detencionss de ka
SSPC, Rodnguer Padila quedd

Declaran a

COMX (der.).

INCIASMENe a GSpOSICION &
Manisteno Publico de b Fiscalia
capxtaiing y postenormente fue
trasdiadado a Morelos para en-
frentdr ¢ proQeso pend

El ex funGonano €5 Fmvost-
Ao PO PICSUNtas AONSEONS
FSCaS PSIOIOGCAS, CXONSM-
Cas ¥y painMmonies Contra su
SP05a

El caso se hizo pubhco tras
la cifussdn de un wideo, fecha:
do el 15 de marzo de 2026, en
& Gue s& obrserva A Rodriguer
empuiar, plar del cabelio y 9ol
poar 8 Maria Fedcia JimdneZz en
Una vivienda ool MureCiped O
Emiliand Zagata, Moreios

TV Azteca

en concurso mercantil

VICTOR FLENTES

Una jueza federal declaro
aver a la empresa TV Azteca
en concurso mercantil, con
lo que micio el periodo de un
ano para buscar un acuendo
con sus acreedores o, de lo
contrano, sera declirada en
quichra

Tessy del Rocio Covarru-
bias, jueza Primera de Distri-
to de Concursos Mercantiles,
resolvio que la compaiiia de
Ricardo Salinas Phiego esti
en la situacion de insolven-
cia prevista por In ey, ante ¢l
incumplimiento generalizado
de sus obligaciones de pago,

La empresa sostuvo gque
s¢ trata de una herramient
legal de reorganizacion fi-
nanciera para H'L'Hll'l.}.'ll con
acreedores mientras sigue
operando con normalidad,

TV Azteca anexo a su pe-
tcion de concurso una lista
de mil 970 deudas, que su-
man 23 mil 345 millones de
PESOs, 147 por Clento nets que
los 9 mil 449 millones que
debia al cerre de 2022

Los prncipales acreedo-
res son tenedones de dewda
emitida en Nueva York, a los
que fa empresa reconocio
que debe 9 mil 178 millones
de pesos.

Tambien reconocia una
deuda de 4 mil 90 millones
con Alter Bank, que le presto
el dinero poco antes de pro-
mover ¢l concurso mercantil,

Y entrega

al SAT abonos
chiquitos

RIFORMA / STAFF

AunGue o SAT hatea oe-
Lermenado un aseudo de
S1 mel mellones de pesos a
Grupo Salnas, B empresa
recibio un descuento del
57 por cento v llegd a un
acuerdo para pagar 32 mil
132 millones.

Como parte dél conve-
MO, 6N COND PASAE0 G-
postd 10 md 400 milones
e pesos v ¢ resto ofreoo
pagario en 18 parciabdades,
unos mil 200 miiones de
pesos cada mes y hguidar
el adeudo en o de 2027,

£n enero, el corporati-
vo de Ricardo Salinas dio
que tuvo Que pedr un “ré-
dito urgente” por 290 mulio-
nes de dolares a Alter Bank,
un banco con sede en la s
canbefia de Santa Luca

Actualmente Azteca
tiene pendentes otros 3
cregitos fscakes que se en-
cuentran en Itigio v suman
ca%l 90 millones de pesos.

Segin los tenedores de la
deuda en NY, este préstamo
es fraudulento vy tiene ¢l 1ini-
¢o ohjetivo de desplazarios
comoacreedores preferentes.
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El gobierno de México no pacta con criminales: Rosa Icela Rodriguez

Mintio el embajador de EU en
el caso Zambada: Sheinbaum

® [a FGR solicitard a la ® Detalla Gobernacion
FBI informes: una buena | contradicciones de
relacion no significa Ken Salazar y faltas
subordinarse: Presidenta | a acuerdos bilaterales

@® La agencia exhibe ® Garcia Harfuch: a
como “un triunfo” la partir de ese hecho,
aeronave que traslado al | en Sinaloa repuntaron
narcotraficante, resalta 232% los homicidios

-
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.ﬁﬁmﬂ?ﬂ <> La mandataria federal y la titular de la SG en la conferencia de ayer.
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Asesina el
ICE a otro
paisano

@® Murio tras
ser herido de bala
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- centros laborales

h en un reten de
—-— ‘:,-, frinsito en Houston
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r : .1'*- de redadas masivas
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“ Lorenzo Salgado llegd
hace 35 afios al pais eiba al
~—— — - trabajo, sefialo su hijo. Foto
tomada de video D.BROOKS,

J.CASONYAP/P5Y22

o
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Con 136 votos a favor, aprueban en El pais logra récord de exportacion

la ONU debatir el bloqueo a Cuba y es décimo en inversion extranjera
ARTURO SANCHEZ, FERNANDO CAMACHOY REDACCION /P21 BRAULIO CARBAJAL /P17
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Se suman voces por la renuncia de Infantino a FIFA

THE INDEPENDENT, AP Y AFP / DEPORTES
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perdiendo hasta su
popularidad es

el serior Messi con
s | (1AS ataque en Ormuz

de Mr. Trump.
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® Washington afirma
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reinstala veto petrolero

T

BN = s

3 b b B o ‘1

i "5 F _.-"I"' - r-|

. 3 ._' e

.. _'i',l.'h"'-‘-:' lil'!' 'E‘-E-g-_'-; Pl oyt
(2=

daddsbie
9 EIVRRELS

@® Tcherdan revira
con drones sobre
Bahréin y Kuwait

AGENCIAS /P23
/acatecas: se
et il | cobra gobierno
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Veracruz: sepultan a la periodista Roxana Guzman | ®ElCongresoestatal

avala la desincorporacion
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A Familiares y amigos de la comunicadora, quien mientras efectivos de la Guardia Nacional y de la del inmueble por un saldo
fue asesinada en la zona sur de la entidad, le Secretaria de Seguridad estatal resguardaron el de 315 millones de pesos
dieron el dltimo adiés con aplausos y musica en el cortejo funebre. Foto Carlos Nava IVAN SANCHEZ Y

pantedn de Santa Elena, municipio de Nanchital, ANDREA BECERRIL /P 27 ALFREDOVALADEZ/P25

Aun no publica bases de la licitacion

Ssa va retrasada 4 meses
en compra de medicinas

@® Riesgo de incumplir entregas: proveedores
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Negociara con acreedores foraneos
OPINION .
wwenicos 5 | Formalizan el concurso
Carlos Martinez Garcia 15 ®
e s | mercantil de Tv Azteca
Luis Linares Zapata 16 .
@ [.a concesion no [orma parte de la empresa
COLUMNAS
Dicic DORAVILLANUEVAY GUSTAVOCASTILLO/P19
Enrique Galvan Ochoa §
Astillero
Julio Hernandez Lopez 8 2 = _ o a2
— Sheinbaum descarta sugerenciade Quito
Alfredo Jalife-Rahme 12

— “Qe . Cae ex director de Pemex
oS Sin desagravio de Ecuador e
no se retomar la relacion” N P

A Victor Rodriguez Padilla fue delito de violencia familiar y fue
‘l Hlmm ]““ ‘I I | ‘ ‘ H @® Continuan juicios en la CIJ, indica la SRE de la fiscalia de la Ciudad de se definira su situacién juridica.
50

detenido ayer por efectivos trasladado a Morelos, donde hoy
México en cumplimiento de una Foto FGE de Morelos K. RUIZ,
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En NY caen
ladrillos en
la manana

NUEVA YORK. Un rascacielos
en obras fue evacuado en
Manhattan al detectar los ser-
vicios de emergencia dos co-
lumnas estructurale torcidas. El
edificio de 37 pisos en el ni-
mero 235 de la calle 42, es una
antigua construccion de ofici-
nas que esta siendo reformado
para acoger viviendas, y ayer
empezo a mostrar problemas
estructurales. Caian ladrillos a
las 8 de la manana. Pag. 21

INICIA CONCURSO MERCANTIL

TV Azteca debe

renegociar su
deuda para
ewtar qmebra

La jueza primera de Distrito en Materia
de Concursos Mercantiles en la CDMX,
Tessy del Rocio Covarrubias Torres,
declard en concurso mercantil a la
empresa de Ricardo Salinas Pliego. La
resolucion pone en marcha la etapa de
conciliacion para que la televisora
reestructure sus pasivos y evite la
quiebra. La empresa tendra hasta un
afo para negociar un convenio con sus
acreedores. De acuerdo con el altimo
reporte enviado a la Bolsa Mexicana
de Valores (BMV), la deuda ascendia a
nueve mil 449 millones de pesos al
cierre de diciembre de 2022. Pag. 12

]

Hiroshi Takahashi Pag. 6
Luis Carriles Pag. 12
Sandra Romandia Pag. 17

L

503006

ESCRIBEN

“:QUIEN MIENTE?", DICE SHEINBAUM

Desafia version de Ken
Salazar sobre EIl Mayo

LAURA ARANA Y ROXANA GONZALEZ

Pedira al FBI que explique su participacion
en la captura del lider del Cartel de Sinaloa

La presidenta Claudia Shein-
baum cuestiono si el exembaja-
dor de Estados Unidos, Ken Sa-
lazar, mintio sobre la participa-
cion de la agencia del FBI en la
captura del exlider del Cartel de
Sinaloa, Ismael ElI Mayo Zam-

bada, recluido en ese pais.

El FBI presto para su exhibi-
¢ion, en un museo de Nuevo Mé-
Xico, el avion que presuntamen-
te fue utilizado en el traslado del
capo a Estados Unidos, el 25 de
julio de 2024. A partir de esa re-

velacion, la Presidenta puso en
duda la version que dio el en-
tonces embajador.

En esa fecha, Zambada fue
detenido a su llegada al aero-
puerto de El Paso, Texas, junto
con Joagquin Guzman Lopez, hijo
de Joaquin El Chapo Guzman,
por agentes del FBL

El1 9 de agosto de 2024, Sala-
zar informé publicamente que
ninguna agencia estadouniden-

se participo en el operativo.
“¢Quién miente? /Quién
mintio? ¢Mintié el embajador
Ken Salazar? ;Por qué es rele-
vante? El haber mentido como
embajador y de participar una
de las agencias de Estados Uni-
dos en este operativo, estaria
violando tratados internaciona-
les y la Constitucion de los Esta-
dos Unidos Mexicanos”, dijo
Sheinbaum. Pag. &

GOLPEO A SU ESPOSA

Detienen al exjefe de Pemex
Victor Rodriguez Padilla, exdirector de Pemex,
fue detenido la tarde de este martes en la colonia
Narvarte de la Ciudad de Mexico, acusado de
violentar a su esposa, Maria Felicia Jimenez Lavie,
doctora en fisica nuclear. Pag. 7

REUTERS

- )

ARGENTINA REVIVE

1= Messi los salva otra vez
#+. -, Después de fallar un penal para

' empatar, la Pulga anota y da una
asistencia en la victoria de Argentina,
que se levanto de una desventaja de
dos goles ante Egipto, casi al final.
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Lmnel Messi no
puede cciner
el llanto luego
de la epica
remontada de,
Argentina 3-2
contra Egipto.
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Guatemala, miércoles 8 de julio de 2026 www.prensalibre.com
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Aficionados
de Colombia
lloran luego
de perder en
penales ante

sza
OTO PRENSA LIBRE

El campeon sufre; Colombia llora ... -

cuadruplican

en una decada

Crecimiento es de 319% v ubica al pais como
el segundo gran receptor de Latinoamerica e

Salubristas, nuevo frente del Ejecutivo
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denuncia anomalias
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FOTO PREMSA LIBRE:

FILGUA TENDRA 800 ACTIVIDADES

Empieza la fiesta
de los libros -....:

Trump retoma los
reclamos a Europa
por gasto militar
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ELNINO .
GOLPEARA

LA SIEMBRA
POSTRERA

EL MINISTERIO DE AGRICULTURA
SENALO QUE YA INICIO LA COSECHA
DE GRANOS BASICOS DE LA SIEMBRA
DE PRIMERA, PERO ADVIRTIO QUE LA

POSTRERA SERA LA MAS AFECTADA >3-4
EL CLIMA

ESTEDIA 2

CHUBASCOS POR LA TARDE ., ‘

$32°| 21°
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43% Qkmih e

NACION
SIETEDECADADIEZ = CASOSNUEVOSDE | O o

ATENCIONES DE VIH AUMENTAN (SRR T e S

LA PGR SON PARA 14.3% EN PRIMER (w® + . HALLAZGO
MUJERES > 5 SEMESTRE 2026 > 10 e = MILENARIO
: Tt 2 1. Milenario.

PIDEN QUE LIDERES TSE HACE PETICION
DE MS-13REINTEGREN  FORMAL PARA UN

Arguedlogos hallaron
' restos humanos en
Antiguo Cuscatlan

$9 MILLONES POR REFUERZO EN EL 2] que aseguran son
EXTORSIONES > 8 PRESPUESTO JVE > 12 8 i jﬂﬂﬂﬂ;ﬁgtgﬂ
antes de Cristo. 2.
ECONOMIA " . Aldea. Los exper-
ETESAL AMPLIARA EN PROXIMOS 5o ki e
DIAS CAPACIDAD ELECTRICA DE g e
SURFCITY Y ZONA ORIENTAL > 21 2 Wigisare

laprensagrafica Ipg.laprensagrafica @prensagrafica @ laprensagraficavideo
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San José, . . >, ) a—
CostaRica | ¢Y si dejaramos de llamar | “==
MIERCOLES basura a la basura? | ===«
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El desafio de los residuos no se | —==
¢?00 resolverda inicamente con nuevas 5@
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Visitantes se quedaron 10,3 noches en el pais en 2029, revela estudio e s

Estancia promedio de
turistas cayo a nivel mas
bajo en dos décadas

Destino mas caro Mantiene atractivo Dejan mas divisas
Sector sefala que caida del Empresarios indican que Gasto de foraneos que
dolar e incertidumbre mundial turistas de alto consumo entraron por via aérea es
motivan a viajeros priorizan calidad de la el segundo mas alto en
a acortar sus estadias experiencia sobre el tiempo Gltimos 20 anos: $1.848

DENTRO DEL AULAPFP.6

Gol 3.900 en MUNDIAL2026 IS prohibe
Mundiales " expresiones

sella proeza .- politicas a
& 5 . educadores
En 22 minutos de locura, "
Argentina consumo
una remontada épica.
A punta de corazon,

Se saco dos goles de

Directriz advierte de
posibles sanciones a
quienes incumplan

desventaja para derrotar " o ME N - REVISION VEHICULARP. 3
S-2 a Egipto en tiempo el A | G MOPT podria
de descuento. p. 29 i ' |8 .
& . A 2 extender
\ n AR _ ¥ | B permiso a
Suiza saca a 2 L'V ) .= ¢ , Dekra un ano

Colombia Ministerio pretende

Incluir una empresa
mas para dar servicio

Lionel Messi vuela por los aires en medio del frenesi argentino. La Pulga pasoé del sinsabor de
en penales fallar un penal, a anotar el gol del empate y empujar a su equipo a la victoria. AFpP

FERNANDO CRUZ ADELANTO CRITERIO SOBRE REDUCCION PROPUESTA POR GOBIERNO P.5

Declaracion de magistrado impediria que \ LI
Sala IV emita opinion sobre recorte de fondos [l

Juez tendria que apartarse si caso llega a ese tribunal; érgano quedaria incompleto lista de ‘Forbes’
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«Cuba no es una amenaza, el bloqueo si»

«La comunidad internactonal y los pueblos estan con Cuba. El mundo sabe de qué lado
estan la verdad y la justicia. Cuba Vencerd», aseguro el Presidente cubano

MIERCOLES 8

Julio de 2026

Afio del Centenario del Comandante
en Jefe Fidel Castro Rugz

No. 160 = Ano 61 » Cierre 10:00 p.M.
Edicién Unica * La Habana

Precio 51

La victoria de Cuba ocurre luego de que el Departamento de Estado estadounidense emitiese chantajes —ya denunciados por la Cancilleria cubana— a gobiernos soberanos durante los tltimos dias, para que se sumaran
a su intento de frenar el dialogo en ese escenario multilateral. FOTO TOMADA DE LA CUENTA EN X DEL PRESIDENTE CUBAND

«Hoy seguimos con atencion el dis-
curso de nuestro canciller Bruno Ro-
driguez Parrilla en sesion de la Asam-
blea General de la onvu. Reafirmamos
su firme denuncia a las amenazas de
agresion militar, las medidas de coer-
cion economica, incluido el eriminal
cerco energético, que impone hoy
el gobierno de kE. vu. al pueblo de
Cubax».

Asi lo aseguro el Primer Secretario
del Comité Central del Partido Comu-
nista de Cuba y Presidente de la Re-
publica, Miguel Diaz-Canel Bermu-
dez, desde sus redes sociales.

El mandatario agregd que Cuba es
una nacion amante y defensora de la
paz, el didlogo y el multilateralismo.
«INO somos una amenaza para nadie.
No albergamos animadversion hacia
ninguan pais o pueblo, incluyendo los
Estados Unidos».

«Cuba no es una amenaza, el blo-
queo si», subrayo.

Con 136 votos a favor, nueve en con-

a y 30 abstenciones, fue aprobada
en la Asamblea General de las Na-
ciones Unidas la apertura del debate
«Necesidad de poner fin al blogueo
economico, comercial y financiero
impuesto por los Estados Unidos de
América contra Cuba», solicitado por
la Mayor de las Antillas.

«En nombre del pueblo de Cuba,
agradezco a las 136 naciones del mun-
do que votaron en favor de llevar a
debate de la Asamblea General de la
onv el bloqueo genocida contra toda
una nacion, y las amenazas de agre-
sion militar», publico Diaz-Canel.

El Presidente cubano agrego que
«cada voto muestra sentido de justi-
cia y valentia, al sobreponerse a fuer-
tes presiones desde dias previos, y a
las descaradas mentiras del delegado
de EE. vv. para sabotearlo».

La temprana victoria de Cuba ocu-
rrio luego de que el Departamento de

Estado estadounidense emitiese chan-
tajes —ya denunciados por la Canci-
lleria cubana- a gobiernos soberanos
durante los ultimos dias, para que se
sumaran a su intento de frenar el di-
logo en ese escenario multilateral.

Previo a esta votacion, el represen-
tante de EE. vu. en la magna sala in-
tento sabotear la discusion objetando
el proceso, para lo cual des fﬂgﬂ un
discurso en el que primaron las men-
tiras en torno al papel de su gobierno
en la actual situacion energetica cu-
bana, de lo cual culpo exclusivamente
al Estado cubano.

El delegado no menciond ninguna
de las ordenes cjecutivas aprobadas
en lo que va de ano por el titular de
la Casa Blanca, la ersecuclun a bu-
ques de mmbustrbips o el chantaje a
terceros gobiernos para que cierren
vinculos %nlatﬁralcs con La Habana;
economicos, energéticos y humanita-
rios incluidos.

Al respecto, el  Presidente
Diaz-Canel publico en x: «El discurso
cinico del delegado de k. vu. ante la
Asamblea General de la onu, como el
de sus jefes negando el bloqueo a Cuba,
fue tan desvergonzado que no impidié
se aprobara por abrumadora mayoria
el debate sobre el genocida bloqueo y
la amenaza militar de EE. uu.».

«Seguimos atentos a esta batalla
diplomatica. La comunidad interna-
cional y los pueblos estan con Cuba.
El mundo sabe de qué lado estan la
verdad y la justicia. Cuba Vencera»,
sentencio el Presidente de la Mayor
de las Antillas.

Organizaciones multilaterales y ora-
dores de mas de 40 paises tomaron la
palabra, este martes, en la Asamblea
General de la oNvu; primaron, abru-
madoramente, la denuncia al bloqueo
genocida y la solidaridad con Cuba
frente a la manipulacion y la mentira.
(Redaccion fﬂ.tﬁ?ﬂ{zﬂfﬂﬂ.ﬂz}

100 s
GON FIDEL

«(...) Sabemos pararnos y decirle la verdad a quien tengamos que decirla, y defender

nuestra nacion contra quien tengamos que defenderla (...)».
Fidel Castro Ruz



