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Un toque de atencién para
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problemas argentinos
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Banderazo.
Una multitud de
argentinos en
Times Square,
enel corazén
de Manhattan.
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por otro sueno

Va por su cuarta corona mundial ante Espana, a las 16 en Nueva Jersey.

Después de protagonizar épicas re-
montadasy de ganarle una histérica
semifinal a Inglaterra, el equipo de
Scaloni, con un Messi notable a sus 39
anos, intenta otra hazafia: un bicam-
peonato mundial, algo que ningun pa-
islogré en mas de seis décadas. Espa-
fia también viene entonado con un
equipo de gran solidez defensiva -ape-
nas le marcaron un gol- un medio-
campo de buen manejoy Lamine Ya-
mal como estrella. SUPLEMENTO MUNDIAL

Bronce paralos
ingleses en un
festival de goles

Le ganaron 6-4 a Francia por el tercer
puesto. Arrasaron en la primera parte
(4-0)y después reaccionaron los fran-
ceses.Mbappé marc6 2y quedd hasta
ahora como goleador de la Copa.

Miami. Mbappé marcd pero no le alcanzé.

A los Pumas no les alcanzo la reaccion final

Cayeron 31-24 ante Inglaterra por el “National Championships”, con polémica en el desenlace. r.as

El Gobierno
definira el
alcance del
feriado luego
del partido

La Casa Rosada ya tiene definido que
esta tarde se decretard un dia nolabo-
rable para mafiana, para que la gente
pueda participar de la recepcién de los
jugadores que llegaran a Ezeizay que
seran trasladados desde el aeropuerto
en helicoptero hasta el lugar que ellos
mismos definan, para evitar aglomera-
ciones sobre la Autopista Ricchieri. No
habra administracién pablica ni ban-
cos,y el Gobierno también evalda ha-
cerlo obligatorio en las empresas. p. 34

Los senadores
volvieron a
aumentarse las
dietas: ganaran
$ 12 millones

Por la paritaria de los empleados legis-
lativos, se subiran un 6,7% los sueldos.
Lamejora se aplicara en los haberes de
los legisladores en tres tandas: un re-
troactivoajunio de 2,4%, al que se su-
ma otrode2,2% de julioyun1,9% en
agosto. Eseaumentonoalcanzaalos
trabajadores privadosy a otros em-
pleados publicos. Los diputados na-
cionales, en cambio, no estan engan-
chados ala paritaria.p.6

La Justicia de
Brasil le impide
a Milei visitar
a Jair Bolsonaro

La Justicia federal brasilefia neg al ex
presidente Jair Bolsonaro la visita de
Milei en su prisién domiciliaria en
Brasilia, tras un pedido de la defensa
del ex presidente. Milei estara el saba-
do préximo en San Pablo para el lanza-
miento de la candidatura presidencial
de Flavio Bolsonaro, primogénito del
clan familiar, y queria ver al padre. p.12
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Espana frente al mito

@® La seleccion busca en Nueva Jersey su segunda estrella ante la Argentina de Messi en un duelo superlativo,
16 afios después de conquistar la primera @ El juego colectivo de la Roja se mide con la magia de un titan

De la Fuente: “No
vendo humo, el
jugador se motiva
Conmigo” —P48Y 49

Lamine Yamal
desafia alas

grandes leyendas
del ftitbol —rso

Messi moviliza

al vestuario

y a la aficion hasta
el paroxismo —es:

Los datos:

/qué seleccion

es mejor, jugador
ajugador? —esz2vss

Espania,

un equipo que
cohesiona a un
pais polarizado —ess

Articulos de Pedro Sanchez,
Elvira Lindo, Jorge Valdano,
Martin Caparrds, Xosé M. Nufiez
Seixas, Juan Gabriel Vasquezy

Silvia Cruz Lapena Oyarzabal, Rodri y Unai Simon con una bola del mundo el viernes en Nueva Jersey, en una imagen de la Federacion de Futbol. ANgEL MARTINEZ
P l ’t‘ < t' s Jamie Dimon
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de causas que afectan al Gobier- nan sobre el alcance de la politi- POBLADO DE SANCT avisa de que las Bolsas
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Burnham puts focus on business
at coronation as Labour's leader

e Incoming PM to recall Reynolds @ Promise to re-industrialise @ MPs cite ‘buzz’ in the air

JIM PICKARD, LUCY FISHER AND
ASHLEY ARMSTRONG — LONDON
JENNIFER WILLIAMS — MANCHESTER

Andy Burnham, who yesterday pledged
to be a "pro-business” prime minister as
he was crowned Labour Party leader, is
drawing up plans to bolster the business
department and reinstate Jonathan
Reynolds as business secretary.

Burnham has repeatedly cited
“re-industrialisation” as one of his top
priorities. In his speech yesterday, he
promised “more power to re-industrial-
ise”, adding: “I will be a pro-business
leader of the Labour Party as [ was a pro-
business mayor of Greater Manchester.”

Reynolds was Sir Keir Starmer’s busi-
ness secretary until last September’s
reshuffle, when he was moved sideways
into the job of chief whip. Several figures
in the Labour Party and business world
said Reynolds was set to return to his old
job, where he was highly regarded by
union leaders and some executives.

In his speech, Burnham told voters
that they should expect “a return of the
Labour they once knew”.

He said "Britain took a series of wrong
turnsin the 1980s™ by privatising essen-
tial infrastructure. He wants greater
state control of utilities, in particular
troubled Thames Water.

One Labour figure with knowledge of
the talks of a beefed-up Department for
Business and Trade said that it could be
rebranded as a “ministry of industry”,
aligning with Burnham’s promise to
reindustrialise Britain. Some officials
said that Reynolds could also be given

‘Odyssey’ leads way as big
screen draws back crowds

Christopher Nolan’s The Odyssey, the
first feature film shot entirely on Imax
cameras, is on track to take S200mn in
box office opening sales, putting it
ahead of the director’s Oppenheimer.
This year is the big studios’ first return
to normal levels of moviemaking since
the pandemic and 2023’s Hollywood
strikes. With $5.1bn already taken, the
industry hopes a string of blockbusters
will push ticket sales to a record year.
Driving force » PAGE 17

Stephen Bush » PAGE 14
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Andy Burnham at the start of his UK tour yesterday in Gravesend, Kent. He will become prime minister on Monday — oan kiwood/Getry Images

greater responsibility for science policy,
at the expense of the “DSIT” tech
department created just three years ago.
Burnham’s coronation as Labour
leader was a formality: no one else stood
against him after Starmer agreed to step
down as prime minister. He will become
premier on Monday and appoint his
cabinet, which is expected to include
Shabana Mahmood as chancellor.
Burnham also attempted to see oft
criticism of his focus on Manchester and
the north, promising that his tour of the
country this summer would include “all
parts of the UK, definitely in the south”,

SAMUEL AGINI AND

COSTAS MOURSELAS — LONDON

JILL R SHAH, JAMES FONTANELLA-KHAN
AND GEORGE STEER — NEW YORK

Donald Trump’s social media company
has discussed charging traders and
investors as much as $100,000 a month
for faster access to the US president’s
posts on his Truth Social platform.

Trump Media & Technology Group has
quoted the six-figure monthly sum in
talks with prospective buyers of the
“Truth API” data service, according to
people familiar with the matter.

Proprietary trading firms and hedge
funds pay huge sums for ultrafast data
feeds because every millisecond counts
when reacting to market-moving news.

Trump often makes announcements
on Truth Social that trigger big fluctua-
tions across global markets.

which started with a visit to Gravesend
after his speech in central London
ended yesterday. He insisted he would
not change, vowing: “I have a style, it’s
my style. I'll always stay close to the
ground, close to the people.”

He set out five promises: to overhaul
the culture within government and end
infighting; to “build a new politics™ that
ends party point-scoring; to “set a direc-
tion that is distinctively Labour™; tobe a
leader for “all places” in the UK; and to
pursue his devolution agenda.

Burnham, who plotted for months to
return to Westminster, also promised

News of the API product has sparked a
backlash as traders digest the prospect
of paying a company tied to the presi-
dent for market-moving information.
“People will pay because they have to,”
said one hedge fund executive. “Ilf you're
behind on that news, you'll get crushed.”

TMTG, which controls Truth Social
and is majority owned by the Trump
family, did not respond to requests for
comment. Trump and his sons have
amassed huge wealth since he returned
to office, including trading on assets and
industries promoted by the president.

Trump’s financial disclosures show he
has earned more than $2bn in 2025.

With 12.9mn followers on Truth
Social, the president frequently posts
updates on the biggest issues in current
affairs, including the war with Iran and
other geopolitical events that regularly
move financial markets.
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“more power to build the council and
social homes you desperately need”.

One Labour MP said that there was a
“real buzz” in the air at the arrival of a
more charismatic leader. "We were
doing broadly the right stuff before and
Keir was just unable to sell it. I'm hoping
that Andy can just get the cut-through
that we so badly need.”

But in private many MPs are reserv-
ing judgment on their new leader. One
ex-minister described him as an
“unknown quantity” who had not yet
set out a change of direction: “A lot of us
justdon't know much about him atall.”
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# Ultrafast feed of Trump’s posts pitched e 58 = =
* | to market players at $100,000 amonth Y- o

Just before the Trump administration
paused a host of tariffs against countries
last year, Trump posted on his Truth
Social account that it was a “great time
to buy”. The S&P 500 rallied 9.5 per cent
in a historic one-day move for the index
shortly after. He has also touted specific
stocks such as Nvidia and Apple, fuel-
ling rallies in their share prices.

After the outbreak of war with Iran,
Trump posted there had been “very
good and productive conversations with
Iran’, sending oil prices sharply lower.

The pressure to buy faster access to
those posts will rise if traders start buy-
ing the new feed, as firms worry Wall
Street rivals could get an edge on them.

“Milliseconds is a big deal . . . High-
frequency trading firms and systematic
quant hedge funds would definitely
want this product,” said the chief of a US
market infrastructure company.
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TRAFFIC moves above the San Andreas and San Jacinto faults in the Cajon Pass in San Bernardino County.
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ERic THAYER Los Angeles Times

Ominous quiet on the San Andreas

‘Mother of all faults’
has been silent for
decades. Scientists
fear it may soon snap.

By RONG-GONG LIN IT

It lurks ominously be-
neath California’s many na-
tural wonders, a reminder
that nothing in this land-
scapeis truly permanent.

’s been described as
“the mother of all earth-
quake faults,” the source of
both our geological birth
and, perhaps, our ultimate
undoing.

But the most unnerving
thing about the San Andre-
asfault these days may beits
silence. It's a mystery scien-
tists are still trying to un-
lock.

The San Andreas is cen-
traltoany discussion of Cali-
fornia. It's the massive 800-
mile spine of the state,
trundling up the Coachella
Valley to the San Gabriel
Mountains, and pushing
along the edge of Silicon Val-
ley to beyond the Golden
Gate.

There is no simple an-
swer for why California’s
longest fault, responsible for
some of America’s most
powerful earthquakes, has
produced so few in the last
century.

But it is clear that the
quiet period is only increas-
ing strain on the San Andre-
as, as well as on the state’s
second-longest fault, the
San Jacinto.

Anew study underscores
theconcern. Researcherses-
timated that key sections of
thefaultin Southern Califor-

[See San Andreas, A7]

A red-hot San Andreas

Tectonic stress on these sections of the San Andreas and San Jacinto faults is high —

latimes.com

A ‘complete 180°
on DOJ’s civil
rights mission

California is the main
target as a U.S. agency
formed to counter
inequality is recast.

By BEN WIEDER

WASHINGTON — The
U.S. Department of Justice
civil rights division was cre-
ated in 1957 with an initial fo-

ial in-

mits.
California has served as
the division's laboratory for
all of these changes, or, as
oneformer civilrightsstaffer
putit, its “punching bag.”
The civil rights division
has been involved in twice as
many cases in California as
inany other state, according
to a Times analysis of cases
brought by the Justice De-
partment.
And an examination of
by the civil

ceality e protecting vot.
ingrights.

But in the first two years
of President Trump’s sec-
ond term, its mission has
been reimagined.

Now, the division is fo-
cused on combating diver-
sity initiatives, rolling back
pro-transgender  policies
and rooting out allegations
of election fraud.

It had for decades inves-
tigated police departments
for using excessive force.
Now it investigates police

shown in red — a consequence of more than a century without producing
quakes. At the Cajon Pass, sections of the faults are at their highest strain in 1,000 years,
calculations suggest.
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Bill to curb
‘shost guns’
draws ire of
prop shops

By GAVIN J. QUINTON

California has some of
the nation’s toughest gun
laws, but state lawmakers
are concerned that a new

Affordable refuge is vanishing

The small patch of dirt
encircling Carmen Silverio
Guardado’s home bears
fruit — lots of it. There are
pomegranates,  guavas,
dragon fruit and nectarines.
She also grows oregano and
lemongrass, which she
brews into a tea to soothe
stomach issues.

All of this Silverio
Guardado and her husband
cultivate beside the two-
bedroom mobile home they

Residents fight to remain in their
mobile homes as park owners
hunt greater profits from new uses

By AUDREY MCGLINCHY

nals to obtain firearms by
building them from scratch.
By using 3-D printers, they
warn, lawbreakers are able
to make key components of
untraceable “ghost guns”

with the press ofa button.
Ghost guns, which au-
thorities say make it more
difficult toinvestigate shoot-
ings because they lack serial
numbers, have been a grow-
ing problem for law enforce-
‘ment nationwide. According
to federal data, the number
of privately made firearms
recovered in crimes surged
from more than 1,600 in 2017
to nearly 27,500 in 2023, Cali-
fornia leads the nation in re-

coveries over that period.
In response, legislators
[See Guns, A10]

for 12 years.
They have no plans to
‘move —mostly because they
could not afford to live any-
where else.

Mobile homes are the
cheapest form of housing in
California. On average, own-
ers spend about $1200 a
month on housing, hun-
dreds of dollars less than
apartment renters and tra-
ditional homeowners, ac-
cording to U.S. Census Bu-
reau data.

But in a housing crisis
where the working solution
is to build, build, build, some
of the area’s least expensive
housing has been steadily
dismantled over the dec-
ades. Since 1986, according
to data from the state hous-

[See Mobile home, A14]

Gina FeRAZzZI Los Angeles Times
VICTORIA RETA tends her plants at a mobile home
park in Bell that the city intends to shut down.

ith excessive
delays in approving gun per-

rights division shows that
California has accounted for
a higher proportion of ac-
tions in the second Trump
administration than during
the same time period in the
Bidenadministration.

The division is led by
Harmeet Dhillon, a Califor-
nian and a conservative le-
gal crusader, who made her
name bringing legal chal-
lenges against many of the
state’s institutions and once
served as the chair of the
San Francisco Republican
Party.

[See DOJ, A8]

[ran attack kills at
least 2 U.S. troops

American military
responds after Tehran
strikes base in Jordan,
leaving one missing.
BY JON GAMBRELL,

Toqa EZZIDIN AND
KONSTANTIN TOROPIN

DUBAI
on

— The U.S. mili-
Saturday an-
its first  troop
deaths from direct, Iranian
fire since the opening days of
the war, with two killed and
another missingin an attack
on a base in Jordan after
days of intensifying ex-
changes of fire.

Friday’s drone and mis-
sile attack sent four other
service members to hospi-
tals, the military said. The
dead were not identified.
Since the war began, 16 U.S.

service members have been
killed and more than 430
wounded.

Hours after the an-
nouncement, the U.S. mili-

tary said that it had
launched new airstrikes
against Iran to “swiftly pun-
ish” its paramilitary Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
for the deaths of the Ameri-
can troops. US. Central
Command said the strikes
were designed to further de-
grade Iran's ability to re-
strict the traffic of oil tank-
ers through the Strait of
Hormuz.

Earlier Saturday, Iran's
supreme leader had warned
of “unforgettable lessons” if
the United States keeps at-
tacking the Islamic Repub-
lic. The remarks read out on
state TV and attributed to
Mojtaba Khamenei, still un-
seen since the war began,

[See Iran, Ad]

Wildfires in Sierra
unearth a tribal history

By NoaH HAGGERTY

CONCOW, Calif. — Until
recently, when members of
the Konkow Valley Band of
Maidu pulled up a map of
their ancestral land in the
foothills of the Sierra Ne-
vada, only about two dozen
of their historic sites ap-
peared

ase, violence and
forcea jaer had separated
California tribe members
from their history. Wlthout
routine Indi

result, archaeolo-
gists® picture of the tribe’s
past was spare. No more
than 500 people. Going back
about 3,000 years — a frac-
tion of the time other tribes
are known to have lived in
the state.

‘Then the forests burned.

In less than a decade,
wildfires destroyed forests
across 95% of the tribe's
homelands. The Forest
Service turned to the tribe
for help healing the land. As
members walked the wide-

clear out the foothﬂ.ls. the
landscape — much of it now
managed by the U.S. Forest
Service — grew dense with
conifers, obscuring the signs
oftheir enduring presence.

open they
found evidence of their vi-
brant history everywhere.
Now just afew years later,
their map shows more than
1,200sites.
[See Tribe, A9]

Nobel-winning chemist dies

Rudolph Marcus, Caltech scientist who studied
molecules and energy, was 102. PERSPECTIVES, A2

Officer accused
of past violence
ICE agent in fatal
Maine shooting should
never have had gun, his
family says. NATION, A1

‘Weather

| Forest workers
taken hostage
Officials arrest father
and son after standoff,
reseuing employees.
CALIFORNIA, B1

8594471030
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The Texas Star Ferris wheel is seen behind Fair Park Grocery and a bus stop on Lagow Street in the Mill City neighborhood in Dallas.

Vacant lots cost communities

Long-neglected infrastructure stalls southern Dallas redevelopment

By Alison Saldanha
and Aria Jones
Staff Writers

South of Interstate 30, vacant
lots with “No Trespassing” signs
scar the Dallas landscape. Some
are overgrown with weeds. Oth-
ers serve as dumping grounds,
littered with tires, debris and dis-
carded couches.

They adjoin old homes and
new construction sites on pot-
holed streets with few street-
lights, sidewalks and drains.

Many of these lots have sat ne-
glected for decades in disinvested
southern parts of the city. As of
early July, about 62% of over
26,500 vacant land parcels
across Dallas are in southern
Dallas, which is predominantly
Black and Hispanic, according to
a Dallas Morning News analysis
of data published by Southern
Dallas Progress. The nonprofit
tracks the use of real estate in the
city on a dashboard, pulling in-
formation from the city of Dallas.

See BUILDERS Page 9A

2025 File Photo/Angela Piazza

A man used a well-worn footpath to cut through a privately owned vacant lot on Metropolitan
Avenue in the Mill City neighborhood.

Unused land could be harnessed for housing crisis

Neglected spaces could
add affordable homes,
help revive neighborhoods

By Alison Saldanha
and Aria Jones
Staff Writers

As home prices climb beyond
the reach of working-class fami-
lies, vacant lots in southern Dallas
could hold answers to the afford-

ability crisis in North Texas.
Languishing for decades in dis-
repair, these properties possess

the potential to revive neglected
neighborhoods and ease the hous-
ing supply crunch. Researchers
and developers also say it can curb
the loss of Dallas residents each
year and pave a path toward sus-
tainable growth for the entire re-

gion.

In a 2024 land-use analysis of
southern Dallas, Verdunity, a con-
sulting firm that studies the fiscal
health of cities, found the cas|
strapped city of Dallas could i
crease revenues and close resource
gaps if it reinvested in vacant lots.

And it could do so, Verdunity con-
cluded, “without raising taxes.”
This would address “some of
the city’s worst infrastructure is-
sues,” construct hundreds of addi-
tional homes and enhance the
lives of southern Dallas residents,
according to the Verdunity report.
One empty patch in the vicinity
of Fair Park offers a glimpse into
what that future could look like.
Christened “The Woodworth,”
the proposed development on this
vacant land is a partnership be-
tween Cornerstone Community

Development Corporation and Sol
General Contracting, a local mid-
sized private company.

They plan to build eight town-
homes for what they call the
“missing middle;” a type of multi-
family, affordable clustered hous-
ing, compatible with the character
of single-family neighborhoods.

“What we've discovered is, if
housing is affordable, it’s not de-
cent, and if it’s decent, it’s not af-
fordable; said Chris Simmons,

See DEVELOPERS Page 10A

ELECTIONS ‘26

Dallas

preps
for GOP

event

Police chief says the two-day

September convention will

require ‘all-hands-on-deck’
By Chase Rogers

Staff Writer
chase.rogers@dallasnews.com

Triple-digit heat greeted delegates ar-
riving for Dallas’ first major-party presi-
dential nominating convention in August
1984. And in a dry stretch of Trinity River
bottom, protesters from across the country
pitched a city of tents in rebuke of Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan.

The encampment was among the con-
cessions activists won as Dallas carried out
a complex security operation more than a
year in the making. A national organizing
group sued for access to publicland so pro-
testers could stake out nearby. A separate
local coalition persuaded a federal judge to
move fencing at the downtown convention

See CONVENTION Page 4A

FIFA WORLD CUP

Watershed
moment
or wasted
chance?

What USMNTS exit means
for North Texas as soccer clubs
capitalize on momentum

By Abraham Nudelstejer
Staff Writer
abraham.russek@dallasnews.com

As Spain and Argentina prepare to meet
in the 2026 World Cup final on Sunday in
New Jersey, one question still hangs over
American soccer: Will the United States ev-
er reach the final stage of the world’s most-
watched sporting event?

For amoment this summer, the possibil-
ity felt tangible. The USMNT’s run — ener-
getic, skillful, and unusually elegant for a

See SOCCER Page 6A

Elias Valverde Il/Staff Photographer
Fans reacted after a goal by US.
defender Alex Freeman during a Group
D match against Australia on June 19.

NATION & WORLD
U.S. launches airstrikes
after two troops killed
The strikes were intended to
“swiftly punish” Iran for an
attack that killed two American
service members. 3A
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THE WEATHER
Today, mostly sunny, less humid,
some air quality improvement, high
82. Tonight, a clear sky, low 65. To-
‘morrow, sunny to partly cloudy, high
82. Weather map is on Page 20.
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Trump Enlists

Spy Agencies
In °20 Grudge

Federal Push to Revive
Voting-Fraud Claims

This article is by Zolan Kanno-
‘Youngs, Nick Corasanitiand Dustin
Volz.

When President Trump tried to
undermine and overturn the elec-
tion results in 2020, he ran into
stiff pushback — not just in the
courts, but from many officials in
his own government.

He made sure there would be lit-
tle room for such dissent when he
returned to the White House.
Those seeking to join Mr. Trump's
second administration had to pass
akey litmus test: Did they believe
the 2020 election was stolen from
Mr. Trump?

‘With like-minded allies now po-
sitioned in key roles throughout
the government, Mr. Trump has
trained the full arsenal of the fed-
eral government on one of his
most persistent obsessions: sow-
ing doubt about the security of the
country’s election systems.

Major agencies such as the Jus-
tice Department, the EB.L, the
Homeland Security Department
and the US. Postal Service have
taken steps to revive his false
claims about the 2020 election and
try to assert federal control over
state-run elections.

His efforts got_additional re-
inforcements on Thursday from
the country’s intelligence agen-
cies, which provided the White
House with a trove of declassified
evidence that Mr. Trump held up
as evidence of a broken election
system.

“Tonight, I'm announcing the
immediate declassification and
release of critical intelligence, re-
vealing shocking vulnerabilities
in our election infrastructure” the
president said in a prime-time
speech from the East Room.

Continued on Page 18

Ruchi

to Help in Ve

FABIOLA FERRERO FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES.

Volunteers descended on the coastal city of La Guaira after the twin earthquakes in June. Page 12.

Charges of Assaulting ICE
Unravel From Misconduct

Nearly Half of Resolved Cases Have Been
Dismissed, Defeated or Withdrawn

This article is by Mike McIntire,
Danny Hakim, Alexandra Berzon,
Jazmine Ulloa and Lauren McCar-
thy.

In its nationwide immigration
crackdown, the Trump adminis-
tration has charged hundreds of
people with assaulting or imped-
ing federal agents. President
Trump has branded them “insur-
rectionists”  “animals”  and
“thugs,” part of a broader effort by
his administration to cast pro-
testers and immigrants as violent
criminals.

But a close examination of
those cases reveals that inits rush
to meet White House demands for
deportations, federal law enforce-
ment has engaged in extensive
misconduct — ranging from at-
tacking protesters to destroying
evidence and misrepresenting
facts in court.

‘The New York Times found that
the Trump administration has

gests that theadministration’s use
of the law has often been less
about protecting federal agents
than about providing legal cover
tocow protesters and immigrants
into submission.

“There seems to be a pattern of
charges being filed without any
‘merit,” said Jimmy L. Arce, a for-
‘mer federal prosecutor in Chicago
who served on a commission that
investigated immigration raids in
the city last year. He added that
some defendants were “having
their speech criminalized by the
US. attorney's office.”

Earlier this year, the Trump ad-
ministration dialed back some of
its most confrontational tactics,
leading to fewer assault charges.
But it recently began an ag-
gressive new wave of enforce-
‘ment, with agents killing two im-
migrants in Texas and Maine.
With hundreds of cases resolved,
itis now possible to more fully as-
sess the nduct

filed
than 550 people who were caught
in its immigration dragnet — far
more than previously known. Of
the more than 400 cases resolved
so far, nearly half have unraveled:
Juries acquitted  defendants,
judges threw out charges, o pros-
ecutors withdrew them.

The record is abysmal by the
typical standards of federal pros-
ecutions: The Justice Department
seldom loses eriminal cases, with
more than 90 percent of defend-
ants pleading guilty or being con-
victed at trial.

The Times obtained court fil-
ings for every assault case and re-
viewed hearing transcripts, inter-
viewed witnesses and federal offi-
cials and watched videos of doz-
ens of encounters that led to
criminal charges. The review, the
most comprehensive to date, sug-

and results.

In the half of assault cases that
ended in the government’s favor,
almost all were guilty pleas. The
Times's analysis of the 213 cases
that the government has lost or
abandoned found thatin dozens of
cases, court records and videos
show that federal agents were the
first to get physical — shoving,
tackling or pepper-spraying de-
fendants. Many defendants suc-
cessfully argued that the assaults
they were accused of were actu-
ally acts of self-defense.

Judges repeatedly chastised

Continued on Page 16

MAINE SHOOTING An ICE agent
told his former wife that he killed
an immigrant last week, and he
defended his actions. PAGE 17

[RAN STRIKE KILLS
TWO U.. TROOPS

1st Combat Deaths Since
End of Cease-Fire

Thisarticle is by John Ismay, Aar-
on  Boxerman and  Leily
Nikounazar.

‘WASHINGTON — Two U.S. sol-
diers were killed in an Iranian at-
tack ona base in Jordan on Friday,
the US. military said, the first
American troops to die from hos-
tile fire since Tehran and Wash-
ington ended their cease-fire a
week ago.

A third service member was
missing after the missile attack,
according toa statement on Satur-
day from U.S. Central Command,
which oversees operations in the
region. Four American service
members wounded in the attack
were taken to Jordanian hospitals
and discharged.

The US. military retaliated
swiftly, beginning a new round of
attacks in Iran at about 1:30 a.m.
Iocal time on Sunday, according to
Central Command. The new
strikes came on top of an already
worsening conflict. Both coun-
tries have been expanding the
scope and intensity of their at-
tacks, striking military sites and
infrastructure including a power
station and water facilities.

Iranian state media on Satur-
day reported damage to bridges
androads in the south of Iran, and
that a water desalination plant in
Jask, a strategic port city, had
been hit, citing a local official as
saying that about 10,000 people
were facing water shortages. The
U.S. military did not respond to a
request for comment on those re-
ports.

Continued on Page 6

A Compelling Distraction at the Perfect Time

I'm not a sports guy. That is
not to say I'm a sports hater —
T'll watch the occasional tennis
final and Olympics curling match
and the Michigan-Ohio State
game in Novern-
ber. But I don't

JAMES
PONIEWOZIK

have the band-

width to truly

follow any sport.
nortaook  The athlete cam-

eos in Super Bowl
ads sail over my head. In my
LearnedLeague trivia matches,
the questions about Premier
League soccer — there are more
of them than you might think —
always spell my doom.

But the summer of 2026 has

done strange things to the least

World Cup Provided
an Abundance of

Good Vibes

sportsy among us. If you live in
New York, as I do, you may have
spent a lot of time rewatching the
Knicks’ OG Anunoby reaching
for that N.B.A. finals tip-in like
Michelangelo's God giving life to
Adam, reminding us that we
could actually have good things.
Then the World Cup came
ashore in North America and, lo,
we had the show of the summer.
The broadcasts are pulling foot-
ball ratings — sorry, American

football ratings — and setting
records even in games not in-
volving the U.S. team. This sum-
mer has felt as if the whole tense
world were exhaling and taking a
collective play break.

1 can resist sports, but I can’t
resist vibes. I started dipping
into matches in the group stage.
(Also, I learned what a “group
stage” is.) I read up on Cape
Verde and became willing to lay
down my life for that country.

Now I am that guy, glued to

Continued on Page 26

'WHO IS SPANISH? Lamine Yamal,
a19-year-old soccer star, is at the
‘heart of a debate about multicul-
turalism in Spain. PAGE 24

4

n 2 X 4 . 1
'ALBAN FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES, LEFT AND CENTER: GABRIEL BHASKAR/THE NEW YORK TIMES, RIGHT
The World Cup spectacle stretched far beyond the field. A fan from Ecuador showed his true col-
ors, left; the Norwegians did their “Viking Row;” center; and U.S. fans were ready to mix it up.

A Renaissance of Start-Ups
By Americans, With A.L's Help

By SYDNEY EMBER

Cassidy Winkler was working
as a flight attendant on private
jets when inspiration struck.

It was the offseason for the pro-
fessional hockey players she
helped ferry around, and thingsat
her job were slow. Eager for a di-
version and missing the Pilates
she had come to love as a college
student, she went searching for
studios near her home in Madi-
son, Wis., but couldn't find any.

“That's when I cameup with the
idea,” she said.

She started researching how to
start her own boutique Pilates
business, including what kind of
training instructors would need.
By early 2025 — and with assist-
ance from chatbots including
ChatGPT — she had come up with
2 name, Revel Method Pilates, a
logo and a plan.

Soon, Ms. Winkler, 26, had
opened studios in Lake Geneva,
Madison and Monona. She now
has 65 employees and is set toun-
veil a fourth studio this year.

Across the country, founders
like Ms. Winkler are powering an
entrepreneurial renaissance.

Jump-started by the pandemic,
when a confluence of factors in-
cluding mass layoffs and remote
work led toa flood of business cre-
ation, and supercharged by the
rise of artificial intelligence, start-
up activity is booming after a dec-
ades-long slump.

Americans filed 5.7 million ap-
plications last year to start new
businesses, according to the Cen-
sus Bureau, the most in the two
decades the government has kept
track. New business applications
through the first half of this year
continued to climb.

‘The strong run of business cre-
ation is one of the most surprising

KAYLA WOLF FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Cassidy Winkler, 26, said she
used ALl to develop marketing
for her Pilates business.

and welcome economic develop-
ments of the post-pandemic era.
New businesses help drive inno-
vation and productivity growth.
Although many fail or remain
small, some could develop into gi-
ants that spur job growth for
years to come.

“The sustained highrate of both
main street and growth-oriented
entrepreneurship over the past
five years is a piece of super good
news about the future of the econ-
omy;” said Scott Stern, an econo-
mist at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology.

Data on the number of business
formed each year lags, so it will
take time to determine whether
the increase in new business ap-
plications translates to a rise in
real-world businesses and hiring.
In 2023, the most recent year for
which the data is availabie, half a

Continued on Page 21
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SUNDAY BUSINESS

ARTS & LEISURE

Fewer Deadline Blockbusters

Citing an increased reliance on analyt-

Nike in the Cross Hairs

‘The company was well known for its

Gracie Abrams Looks Around

On her new album, the singer explores

Paid $18 an Hour to Save Lives

Some emergency workers are finding it

Envoy to ltaly Cruises the Sea
While leaders feud, the US. ambassa-

dor to Rome is on a monthslong tripon | ics, officials from teams throughout the | hard to afford living in New York City diversity efforts. That made it a target where she came from and the disorient-

his $450 million superyacht.  PAGEI0 | major leagues tempered expectations on the salaries they make, aplight that | for the Trump administration.  PAGE1 | ing place shehasendedup.  PAGES
for big trades at the deadline. PAGE27 | has led to seeking other jobs.  PAGE1

Youth Movement in Ukraine A Vicious Rivalry? You Bet.

Shayne Coplan of Polymarket and
‘Tarek Mansour of Kalshi are intent on
dominating prediction markets. PAGE&

NATIONAL 14-23

Small Tribes Lacking Clout
Bands like the Chinook Indian Nation
do not have the political muscle to
secure federal recognition.  PAGE 14

Recall Expands to 27 States
Iceberg lettuce that Taylor Farms
shipped to retailers was potentially
contaminated with cyclospora. PAGE21

Anew generation has been cutting red
tape to speed weapons to the front. But
the old guard has pushed back. PAGE ¢

SUNDAY STYLES

Welding vs. College Degree
GenZis turning to trade
schools in hopes of future-proofing their
careers against A1 But their parents
‘might need more convincing.  PAGE4 0

SUNDAY OPINION
Andrea R. Flores
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Business & Finance

@ The surprise release of a
breakthrough Al model from
China intensified a selloff in
chip stocks Friday. The S&P
500 fell 1%, while the Nas-
dag slid 1.4% and the Dow
lost 0.8%. A1

4 A top executive at Ama-
zon’s cloud division plans to
join Meta in the coming
weeks, a sign of the social-
media giant’s ambitions in
developing data centers. B11

4 Apple momentarily
edged out Nvidia to reclaim
its title as the most valuable
publicly traded company in
the U.S. B11

4 Walmart is shuffling the
leadership atop its U.S. busi-
ness as the retailer’s new
chief executive continues to
build his team. B11

4 Boeing won back the au-
thority to perform final
safety signoffs on its newly
produced 737 MAX and 787
Dreamliner jets. B11

4 Burberry reported steady
sales growth for its most re-
cent quarter, reflecting a stall-
ing recovery after the Middle
East conflict diluted demand
in the U.S. and China. B11

@ GSK shares fell after the
U.K. drugmaker said it would
stop working on an experi-
mental treatment for
chronic cough that showed
limited efficacy in late-stage
clinical studies. B12

Worldwide

N

@ President Trump’s address
Thursday, in which he tried to
raise doubts about the integ-
rity of the U.S. election sys-
tem, was the latest in a string
of decisions that have baffled
and frustrated senior mem-
bers of Trump’s own party. Al
¢ Trump’s claims of Chinese
interference in the 2020 U.S.
elections add a new irritant
to a tenuous detente already
strained by trade and tech-
nological competition. A4

@ SpaceX is in talks with the
Defense Department about
providing the agency with
access to data-center capac-
ity worth billions of dollars
for running Al models. A3

@ House Republicans are
plunging ahead with a plan
to approve extra military
spending more than four
months into the Iran war, but
the package is much smaller
than the broader boost
Trump has been seeking. A6

@ Fighting between the U.S.
and Iran has expanded, with
the American military strik-
£ing a broader range of tar-
Z gets and moving jet fighters
Einto the Middle East while
= Tehran launches attacks
Zacross the Persian Gulf. A7
‘% Hostilities between Saudi
5 Arabia and Yemen'’s Iran-
Zbacked Houthi militia are
Zraising the threat to a cru-
g cial oil-export route that the
-gkingdom has been using to
Ework around the blockage in
g the Strait of Hormuz. A7
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Texas Floods Leave Destruction, Prompt Rescues

GERALD HERBERT/AP

a4 /o) >
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WASHOUT: Debris is left behind Friday along the Guadalupe River in Kerrville after heavy rains triggered more flooding in

il
,
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Texas Hill Country. At least two people have died, and first responders were rushing to help others trapped in high waters. A6

Lettuce Crisis Deals Big Blow
To Taco Bell’s Winning Streak

By HEATHER HADDON

Fast-food chains have
struggled for years to win back
consumers fatigued with rising
prices and unexciting menus—
and then there’s Taco Bell.

The home of the Crunch-
wrap Supreme and Cheesy
Gordita Crunch has kept on
finding ways to grow, rolling
out new offerings like Diablo

Dusted Crispy Chicken Nug-
gets and Mountain Dew Baja
Blast Pie, helping it outpace
competitors in U.S. sales
growth for at least six years.

A microscopic parasite now
threatens Taco Bell’s hot
streak, potentially imperiling
millions of dollars in sales and
setting up a slog to win back
consumers. Yum Brands, the
chain’s parent company, could

have to contend with a stand-
out brand not delivering the
consistent sales growth that
has powered its overall reve-
nue and profit.

“We see risk that concerns
about Taco Bell food safety
could pose a measurable head-
wind,” Baird restaurant ana-
lysts said Friday, particularly
if consumers connect the
problem more to the chain

than its supplier.

Federal health officials said
Thursday the outbreak of cy-
closporiasis was linked to
shredded iceberg lettuce
served at Taco Bell locations in
Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Ken-
tucky and West Virginia. They
said more than 1,600 people
who became ill in the outbreak
reported eating at Taco Bell lo-

Pleaseturntopage A6

Downsize?
No Thanks.
Boomers
Buy Bigger
Homes.

BY RACHEL LoUISE ENSIGN

Angela and Victor Martino
raised their two daughters de-
cades ago in a ranch house
measuring less than 2,000
square feet. The empty-nest-
ers recently bought the 5,000-
square-foot house next door.

After a year-long renovation,
the Denair, Calif,, home has a
huge kitchen with space for the
commercial meat slicer that
Victor uses to cut a leg of pro-
sciutto at family events. There
is a playroom with polished
concrete floors meant to with-
stand damage from their seven
grandchildren. The primary
bathroom tub has features to
help them get in and out more
easily as they get older.

“We’ll downsize when they
plant me 6 feet into the
ground,” Victor, 64, said.

Well-off boomers are in-
creasingly upsizing their
homes as they age, either buy-
ing bigger ones or financing
additions to their existing
properties. They are building
guesthouses for family mem-
bers and gourmet kitchens for
entertaining, alongside such
features as high-end grab bars
and first-floor primary bed-
rooms for aging in place.

In the process, they are re-
writing the rules of retirement
and aging, when people are
expected to move into smaller
homes to save money.

Boomers make up the larg-

PleaseturntopageA6

EXCHANGE

NEW RULES
Venture capital is
transforming in a

historic IPO boom. B1

Roller-Coaster Week
Vexes Trump Allies

WASHINGTON—It was an
address that many Republicans
and even some of President
Trump’s own advisers didn’t
want him to make.

By Meridith McGraw,
Brian Schwartz
and Lindsay Wise

But 18 months into his sec-
ond term, the president has lit-
tle interest in hearing the
word “no.”

Thursday night’s roughly
25-minute prime-time ad-
dress, in which Trump tried
to raise doubts about the in-
tegrity of the U.S. election
system, was the latest in a
string of decisions—at home

and abroad—that have baffled
and frustrated senior mem-
bers of Trump’s own party,
according to people familiar
with the matter.

Some in the GOP worry the
president isn’t focused enough
on the economic issues that
voters say they care about
most, not to mention his war
in Iran that shows no sign of
letting up, ahead of an election
in which Republicans are at
risk of losing their majorities
in Congress.

White House officials said
Trump’s focus on elections
doesn’t mean he is ignoring
economic issues. They noted
that he has taken steps to

Pleaseturntopage A4

U.S. Tech

Shares
Sink on
China Al

Advances

Investors fret over
the sustainability

of heavy spending,
China’s Moonshot

By Vicky GE HuanG AND TINA L1

The surprise release of a
breakthrough artificial-intelli-
gence model from China in-
tensified a selloff in chip
stocks Friday, fueling concerns
about competition in Al and
corporate spending that un-
derpins its build-out.

The anxiety pushed the
PHLX Semiconductor index,
packed with industry heavy-
weights such as Nvidia, Broad-
com and Micron Technology,
into bear-market territory. The
index sank 10% this week, its
steepest weekly drop since
April 2025. A bear market is
defined by a drop of 20% or
more from a recent peak.

Tech stocks led a Friday
selloff that by late afternoon
had broadened to envelop 10
of 11 sectors in the S&P 500
index. The benchmark fell 1%,
with only energy stocks up on
the day, while the tech-heavy
Nasdaq composite slid 1.4%.

The latest trigger was
China’s Moonshot AI, which
unveiled its Kimi K3 large lan-
guage model Friday. The Bei-
jing-based startup said the
model outperforms some U.S.
systems, stoking what some
analysts called “DeepSeek 2.0
concerns”—a nod to the rival
Chinese Al startup that up-
ended global markets last year.

“This is concerning,” David
Sacks, co-chair of the Presi-
dent’s Council of Advisors on
Science & Technology, wrote on
social media about Moonshot.

Kimi K3 made its debut as
the world’s largest open-source
model, according to the com-
pany, and topped some well-
known U.S. counterparts, in-

Pleaseturntopage A2

Index performance this
past week

0%

S&P 500
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Semiconductor
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Note: 10-minute intervals Source: FactSet

BY ESTHER ZUCKERMAN
AND CONNOR HART

When Sam Wall was
assigned “The Odys-
sey” in high school, he ¢
didn’t read it. Instead,
he learned just i
enough to pass his
English class.

With Christopher
Nolan’s movie ad-
aptation coming
out, not being fully
prepared was not an option.
So Wall, now 21, picked up a
translation of the epic poem.
He inhaled it in a few days,
and then reread it. He also

People Are Finally Reading
“The Odyssey’—After 3,000 Years

Christopher Nolan and Matt Damon
got people to do what teachers never could

Homer-work

read Virgil’'s “The Aeneid,”
which covers the story of the
Trojan Horse, an element of
Nolan’s film coming out
Friday.
“I need to make
= sure that I read it, so
7 that I know if it’s ac-
curate or not,” Wall
said.

Wall’s not alone.
Readers are digging
into various edi-
tions of the story so
they can be ready to watch

Pleaseturntopage A9

4 Ancient people fought about
‘The Odyssey, t00.....cccoosenne c3

Office Conversions

(et a Reality Check

Trouble at big project draws scrutiny
to apartment development boom

In the late 1990s, a young
Nathan Berman walked into
a faded brick office building
in Manhattan’s Financial
District and saw the future.

By Nicholas G. Miller,
Peter Grant
and Kevin T. Dugan

Within two years, he had
transformed the 1920s-era
Tyler Building into 111 mod-
ern apartments.

Berman was at the lead-
ing edge of what has turned
into a real-estate boom.

Banks and brokerage firms
were abandoning older of-
fice buildings, and New York
and other cities were grow-
ing desperate for new hous-
ing as rents soared. Convert-
ing offices into apartments
was a financial and political
winner.

Berman and his company,
MetroLoft, went all in. Over
time, the projects got bigger
and more complicated. He
wasn’t just turning office
nooks into kitchenettes, or
making cubicle spaces into

PleaseturntopageA9

CHRISTOPHER TESTANI FOR WSJ



Prices may vary i areas autide melopoltan Washingon,

The Wasbhing

ton Jost

SU VL V2 V3 V4

¥
ﬁ é‘j Partly sunny 88/71 » A t-storm possible 86/73

Democracy Dies in Darkness

SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2026 - $6

Adrienne Behrman, seen in

Ohio, h

An Ohio woman took in two stranger

DUSTIN FRANZ/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

personal struggles and aimed to help two women she didn’t know.

Then she saw their *wanted” photos.

In an era of declining trust, Adrienne Behrman, 49, took a chance on a couple she hoped to help

BY DAN MORSE

The two women who drifted
into a small Ohio town reminded
Adrienne Behrman of her young-
er self. They were fleeing a tox-
ic living situation in Maryland,
they said, when their car broke
down and left them stranded in
a motel.

The story was a bit vague. But
Behrman, 49, had twice been
homeless, overcome addiction
and knew how hard it could be
to share details. She took the

women into her home despite
friends’ warnings.

“I should probably start plan-
ning how I can further assist
these girls. Who does that?” she
wrote in her journal. “Someone
asked, ‘Aren’t you afraid?"”

On the sixth day, Behrman
‘was at her friend Nikki Peters’s
house when Peters figured out
a different — and perhaps more
accurate — name for one of the
guests. She typed it into her
phone and hit search.

“Oh my God!” Peters screamed,

looking down at two photos.
“They're wanted for murder!”

That nearly week-long stretch
in Genoa, Ohio — and Behrman’s
immediate call to 911, followed
by the suspects’ swift arrest — is
now part of a homicide case that
began inside a Maryland high-
rise apartment where Hilde Hen-
derson, 67, was found beaten to
death in late May.

Police have charged Behr-
man’s two_houseguests, one of
whom is the victim's daughter,
with first-degree murder and re-

turned them to Maryland.
In brief appearances in a
Montgomery County courtroom
this month, the two suspects
were ordered jailed without
bond. Neither admitted wrong-
doing. Their attorneys declined
to comment other than saying
they maintain their innocence.
No trial dates have been set.
Behrman and her friends have
been left dwelling on their in-
teractions with the women, and
what police say they did.
SEE FUGITIVES ON A6

Poll: Energy on the left may be key for Democrats

BY GREGORY S. SCHNEIDER
AND ScOTT CLEMENT

Americans prefer Democrats
to Republicans in the congres-
sional midterm elections by only
a slim margin, but Democrati

Party has a big edge in
voter motivation, with
economy as top issue

supporters are far more motivat-
ed to vote, according to a Wash-
ington Post-Ipsos poll.

Because of partisan redis-
tricting that favors Republicans
this year, analysts estimate that

Democrats need to win by three
to four percentage points overall
to gain a majority in the House.
The poll shows Democrats lead-
ing Republicans by about that

margin, 48 percent to 45 percent.

The blue advantage grows to
eight points among those “ab-
solutely certain to vote,” with 53
percent of highly motivated vot-
ers supporting Democrats and 45
percent supporting Republicans.

Republicans are not losing by
a wide margin among the broad-
er electorate despite President
Donald Trump’s deep unpopular-
ity and broad concerns about the
economy, the war with Iran and

immigration issues.
But their supporters just ar-
en’t as energized to turn up at
the polls, the Post-Ipsos poll sug-
gests. If Trump is able to mitigate
some top concerns by Election
Day — for example, by bringing
down the price of gasoline or
ending the war with Iran — then
his push to draw new congressio-
nal districts in red states could
be enough to retain the GOP ma-
SEE POLL ON A2

Two U.S. troops
in Jordan Kkilled

in Iranian strike

ANOTHER MISSING AMID CEASEFIRE’S FAILURE

U.S. death toll reaches 16 since the war began Feb. 28

This article is by Maegan Vazques,
Dan Lamothe, Rachel Chason,
‘Mohamad El Chamaa
and Suzan Haidamous

Two US. service members
were killed and another is miss-
ing after an Iranian missile at-
tack on an air base in Jordan,
the US. military said Saturday,
as hostilities escalated after the
collapse of a ceasefire between
Washington and Tehran.

The casualties, which bring
the U.S. military’s death toll from
the Iran war to 16, are the first
American combat deaths since
a tentative deal, in an effort to
work toward a broader peace,
was reached in April and had re-
duced the fighting.

Four service members were
evacuated to Jordanian hospitals
and have since been discharged,
and other personnel evaluated
for minor injuries have returned
to duty.

In a signal that the conflict
would only intensify, Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth wrote on

X: “Godspeed, heroes. Their sac-
rifice only stiffens our resolve.”

The strike on the Jordanian
base was part of a wave of at-
tacks by Iran on U.S. allies in the
Middle East that also targeted
sites in Kuwait and Bahrain, as
the U.S. military bombed Iran for
seven consecutive days.

A US. official, speaking on the
condition of anonymity because
of the sensitivity of the issue,
said the Iranian attack Friday
struck Muwaffaq Salti Air Base
in Jordan, relying on at least one
missile.

It was the latest of at least
three attacks in Jordan that in-
flicted damage or caused injuries
to U.S. troops over the past week,
the official said.

The U.S. death toll of 16 since
the war began on Feb. 28 in-
cludes fatalities during combat
and the death of a Navy pilot
who was declared missing after a
helicopter crash in early July. An-
other U.S. soldier died in a med-
ical incident during the conflict.

SEE IRAN ON A15

Data centers unite
U.S. in shared anger

People of both parties
lock arms in opposition
to the computer hubs

representatives and bigwig data
center backers belittled or mis-
led people who raised concerns.

“I hate bullies; said Schmidt,
a 43-year-old flooring salesman
and project manager who leads

BY SHIRA OVIDE

Kyle Schmidt ticked through
what makes him irate about the
massive Google data center slat-
ed for construction about a mile
away from his home near Sand
Springs, Oklahoma.

He didn't like that residents
were kept in the dark about what
would be built on a pristine tract
of mostly forested land. He's
worried about the data center’s
potential impact on the com-
munity’s water supply and on
the dream home that his family
‘moved into last year.

But Schmidt said what really
bothers him is the powerlessness
he felt as the project advanced
and elected officials, Google

group opposing
the project. “Data_center devel-
opers discovered if we can sneak
in here without anyone noticing,
we can pretty much take what
we want.”

‘Arare issue uniting Americans
is opposition to data centers, the
sprawling computer complexes
that are the most visible mani-
festation of the artificial intelli-
gence boom. In a recent Gallup
poll, about 7 of 10 Americans
said they would oppose a data
center being built near them, and
‘many express concerns about the
projects operating in secret and
gobbling scarce land, water and
electricity.

But experts and activists say
that the intensity and breadth of
the data center backlash reveals

SEE DATA CENTERS ON A4

He spotted a sports relic
store. IUs about to make him rich.

in the thrift

An Oregon teen paid $3 for a vintage basketball uniform. It could be worth $250,000.

BY CASEY PARKS

TIGARD, Ore. — A few days be-
fore the end of the auction that
might change his life, Quinn
Brown went thrift-store shop-
ping with his twin sister, Ellie.
They were 19. It was Senior Day
at the Value Village, and nearly
every other customer was old
enough for an AARP discount,
but the twins never tired of Iook-
ing for treasure in someone else’s
discarded things.

Ellie was home from college.
Quinn was on the brink of some-
thing big. They roamed the aisles
talking everything but business
until Quinn spotted three graph-

ic tees in near-mint condition.

“I think these are pretty good
Tshirts;” he said. “And all from
the same person!”

“How can you tell?” Ellie
asked.

Quinn has sold nearly 10,000
items over the past four years,
and he’s learned how to decode
things. (The three T-shirts were
black, extra-large and looked like
they'd been owned by a metic-
ulous heavy metal fan.) But the
one mystery he hadn’t yet solved
was the one everyone wanted
to talk about. How had a Wilt
Chamberlain  warmup jacket
from the 1972 NBA finals ended
up in a suburban thrift store?

And how had a teenager — a
young man whose mom wasn't
even alive when Chamberlain
wore it — snagged something so
special?

Quinn might never know the
answer to the first question, but
the second felt clearer. What
seemed to most people like luck
had required a mix of time and
community, family and another
boy’s split-second decision.

Sometimes good things  slip
through a person’s fingers. Some-
times someone else — a teenager,
perhaps, with a good eye and $3
— might pluck that good thing
from the garbage and grab a lit-
tle bit of history.

&1
CELESTE NOCHE/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Quinn Brown looks through men's shirts at Value Village in Tigard, Oregon, last week.

The Goodwill bins are unlike
any other thrifting experience.
There are no racks, no aisles
sorted by size or gender or use,
just rows and rows of six-foot-

long, blue plastic bins filled with
the castoffs of American over-
consumption.

One bin may contain discard-
ed lace twisted around a hand-

sewn quilt, the perfect pair of
pants, an ancient train set, coffee
mugs, books better left to muse-
ums, a wool rug, a baby’s shoe,

SEE THRIFT ON A8

THE NATION

Red wolves, once nearly
wiped out, had a boom in
North Carolina. A3

SPORTS

Lionel Messi spent his
career defying physics.
Now he’s defying time. B1
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‘O ARTS&STYLE

Andrew Watt has built a
reputation for teaming up
with music legends.

BUSINESS

America’s hottest Al
models now face powerful
rivals from overseas. B7

@ TRAVEL

In Rome, a new tourist
trap has emerged:

The pasta-making nonna.

THE REGION

Scientists investigate a
drop in Chesapeake Bay's
crab population. B13
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